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World Council Fellowships 
4955-1956 


In addition to "Ecumenical Scholarships", through which 119 students are at 
present pursuing theological and related studies in countries other than their 
own, the Scholarship Committee of the Division of Inter-Church Aid offers annual- 
ly two world Council Fellowships. 


These Fellowships are intended primarily for younger theological professors 
or other advanced students seeking special study in connection with their present 
or future work as responsible teachers or leaders in the Church. The Committee 
announces that preference will be given to candidates advancing their studies 
in fields such as evangelism, social ethics, and the urgent theological issues 
of our time, where new thinking is being done or experiments made in different 
countries and where ecumenical exchange may be especially important, 


Candidates should be recommended by their own Church and should not be more 
than forty years of age. A full statement of conditions of these awards may be 
obtained through the Scholarship Committee, Division of Inter-Church Aid, World 
Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, Applications must 
be in hand by the end of April. E.P.S., Geneva 


"The Ecumenical Review"! 


The January number of "The Ecumenical Review" (Vol.VII, No. 2) is devoted 
almost entirely to a consideration of the Evanston Assembly from different points 
of view. ; 


The first article, "Youth and the Evanston Assembly", is writtten by Philip 
Potter, the new Secretary of the Youth Department of the W.C.C. who comes from 
Jamaica, An article follows on "Evanston and the American Churches" by Dr. Samuel 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


TS ~~ 


Mog ss January 7, 1955. ~ he 2 


McCrea Cavert, the Executive Secretary in the U.S.A. for the World Council of 
Churches. He emphasises the importance of the Second Assembly for the American 
churches and its implications for American Christians. 


In "Roman Catholic Impressions of the Evanston Assembly" a Roman Catholic 
.oman press-—correspondent brings out the factors which divide and those which 
unite the Ecumenical Movement and the Church of Rome. Her impressions are summed 
up in.the following sentences: "What is my deepest impress-ion of the Evanston 
Assembly? If I dare say so, it was the impression that for a time Evanston was 
a place where the Holy Ghost breathed, I do not hesitate to believe that it was 
He, who has drawn together people from the ends of the world, from widely differcnt 
cultural, social and national backgrounds, who has filled them with desire for 
unity, and has made them proclaim in various tongues the glory of Christ as the 
only Hope of the world," 


The next two articles are reprints of the keynote addresses on the Assembly 
main theme "Christ the Hope of the World", 


Madeleine Barot, Secretary of the World Council's Department on the Cooper- 
ation of Men and Women in Church and Society, emphasises the need for a theology 
of the place of women in the Church, 


The Ecumenical Chronicle gives the full text of Dr. Visser't Hooft's comments 
on the ordinance of Cardinal Stritch, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Chicago, 
concerning the participation of Roman Catholics in the Evanston Assembly. 


Further brief evaluations of Evanston follow, written by members of the 
General secretariat in Geneva. 


In addition, this number contains a special article on the Baptists in the 
Soviet Union. . 


The January number of "The Ecumenical Review" thus gives a clear impression 
of the Evanston Assembly to readers who may want to have further details about 
this manifestation of world-wide’ christianity. H.P.S., Geneva 


Dr. Wysner to Confer with N.C.C.'s on Study 
of Cultures and Religions 


- One of the coming emphases in the field of mission is upon the study of the 
indigenous cultural and religious backgrounds of the various areas in which the 
Christian mission programme is presented. In line with this new emphasis, Dr. Glora 
M, Wysner, one of the Secre taries of the International Missionary Council, will 
undertake a world-wide personal consultation programme during the first half of 1955. 


To study such matters on behalf of the International Missionary Council, to 
consult with Christian leaders, especially of Asia’ and the Near Bast, and to 
stimulate action, Dr.. Wysner left New York on Dec. 31st, on the first leg of a 
six-months journey which will take her to Japan, Hong Kong, the Philippines, 
Indonesia, Malaya, Thailand, Burma, Pakistan, India, Ceylon, Lebanon, lran, Egypt, 
Jordan, Israel, Cyprus, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, and Morocco, She will confer 
primarily with the leaders of the National Christian Councils in these countries, 
but also with leaders in Christian educational institutions, with representatives 
of the indigenous churches, and with missionary representatives from Hurope and 
the United States, — 
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A considerable amount of serious study of indigenous cultures and religions 
is already going on under various auspices in Asia and the Near Hast. The 1.M,.C, 
hopes that its interest will encourage and co-ordinate the work already under way, 
and also stimulate further study along similar lines, A recommendation which 
came from the Willingen (Germany) I.M.C. Conference (1952) suggested that the 
I.M.C. "consider the establishment of regional centres for study and research 
on questions related to the work of the Christian mission and growth of the 
Church, affording opportunity to individuals and groups for study, writing, 
training and conference, and also undertaking the publishing of relevant studies 
and research," | 


Part of Dr. iwysner's assignment will be a survey of the resources available 
for such study in different areas, considering available facilities (e.g. housing), 
personnel, possible financial resources and problems of procedure. 


Dr. Wysner's findings and recommendations will be made available to member 
councils of the I.M,C. and to the World Council of Churches, with which the I.M.C, 
works in close association. 


A subject of special interest will be to discover ways in which the proposed 
studies in the non-Christian religions can be correlated with studies already 
being carried on in relation to home and family life, evangelism, Christian 
literature, religious liberty, stewardship, etc. E.P. 5., Geneva 


SCOTLAND : 'tKHyanston to Scotland Conferences" 


(Edinburgh) - An "Evanston to Scotland" Conference which was recently held in 
Edinburgh has found a considerable amount of interest. This first "Evanston to 
Scotland" Conference is now being followed by a series of Sight local Confer- 
ences in different towns in Scotland during January. Plans are being made for 
four more local Conferences and many more local meetings, all addressed by 
Evanston participants. These "Hvanston to Scotland" Conferences are organised 
by the Scottish Churches’ Ecumenical + ssociation which is a fellowship of people 
who believe that the Churches and Christians are today being called to conrit 
themselves more deeply to each other in a common obedience to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They seek to learn together, through prayer, study and action, God's will 
for the unity of His people; to share in spreading a knowledge and understanding 
of the world mission of the Church; and to discover how in their own town or 
district a united Christian witness in Church and community can best be made, 
H.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES 7 "Race Prejudice is Sin" 


The National Council of Churches in a special message addressed to its 
30 constituent communions, has denounced "any and all forms" of racial pre- 
judice as a "sin contrary to the will and design of God," 


The text coupled with a 16-point outline of suggested steps to be taken by 
local churches and individuals in combating prejudice and discriminatory practices, 
has been released for use in connection with the 33rd annual observance of Race 
Relations Sunday, February 13. 


"As a child of God, a man is a member of one family, the human family," 
the message asserts. "Whatever increases the sense of kinship one with another 
brings man closer to his Father; whatever destroys this feeling «f oneness, drives 
man away from his Father." 
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"Any and all avtitudes, moods, concepts, feelings, customs, practices, laws, 
personal and collective acts, that arbitrarily separate men are against the human 


family. If they are against the family, they are opposed to the will of the Father, © 


If they are against God, then, whatever may be the bases for them - ignorance, 
fear, prejudice, or aught else - they are sin." 


Warning Christians not to think of racial prejudice as "merely bad, unfortu- 
nate, or unrighteous", the Council asserted that "racial prejudice in any and all 
forms is contrary to the will and design of God. It is a sin. Let this teaching 


be proclaimed. He who wrongs his brother sins against God," E.P.O., Geneva 
AUSTRALIA Christianity and Health 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council for the World Council of Churches called a 
conference for people interested in the problems of medical and pastoral care 
during the first week-end of December, The conference follows a similar meeting 
held for doctors towards the end of 1953. This second meeting was attended by 
about 40 people, including medical practitioners, ministers and clergy, and full- 
time social workers. 


The General Secretary of the Australian Council for the W.C.C., the Rev. 


_ Dr. Malcolm Mackay said after the conference that it had been a very considerable 


success and attracted much attention in medical circles. 


The Australian Council acts as a national Christian body on behalf of Angli- 
cans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Disciples, the Salvation 
Army and the Society of Friends. 


The Resolutions of the conference which are to be sent to Governmental 
bodies, professional associations, and appropriate University faculties, include 
the following: 


"This Conference, declaring that moral and spiritual factors are an integral part 
of the healing of the sick - especially in the mental and allied fields - urges 
upon Governments the provision of adequate finance and facilities for the co- 
operation of specially trained clergymen with doctors and social workers in 
hospitals and prisons as full-time chaplains." 


The doctors, meeting separately said: (later endorsed by all) - "We believe that 
there is a large and increasing field for personal counseling work with troubled 
or distressed people, to be performed by selected and trained counsellors, 


non-medical as well as medical, provided that there are adequate safe-—guards 


against the possibility of overlooking the existence of physical or mental ill- 
ness. 


"Wwe recommend the formation of a Commission on Christianity and Health. 


“We ask this Commission to investigate the ways by which secondary education 


might include some kind of instruction in human relations - especially in 
family life. 


"We believe that more emphasis should be placed upon the positive therapeutic 
value of group activity." E.P.S., Geneva 
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JAPAN | Convocation of the World Sunday School Association 


The Church School Department of the N,0,C. will be the host to the World 
Convocation in 1958. It is announced that in view of this Convocation there will 
be an all-Japan Sunday School Convention each year until 1958 in order to help 
the Japanese Sunday School members catch the spirit of ecumenicity, and to help 
raise the means to pay for the expenses of the world Convocation. 


The ifrst of these annual meetings will be in Kyoto next May 3-5. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


ISRAEL Christmas 1954 


(Jerusalem) - This year more than 3,00U Christian citizens of lsrael celebrated 
Christmas at the Holy Places in the Old City of Jerusalem and in Bethlehem, 
according to an agreement arrived at with the Jordan authorities Permission was 
granted to Roman and Greek Catholics, Maronites and Protestants to cross the 

lines on December 24th, to Greek and Russian Orthodox and Copts to do so on 
January 6th and to Armenians on January 18th, the respective dates of the Christmas 
celebrations of the differnet churches, 


Cn Christmas Eve Dr. Carl Lund-Quist, executive secre tary of the lutheran 
World Federation, preached the sermon in the traditional service of worship held 
in the open field near Bethlehem. . H.P.S., Geneva 


SWEDEN Russian Baptists Ask to Study in Sweden 


According to reports in the Swedish press, the Baptist Union in the USSR 
authorised its President, J.J. Schidkow, to write to the heads of the Swedish 
Baptist theological seminary in Stockholm, to ask whether theological students 
who are members of the Russian Baptist Church could be accepted as students in 
Stockholm. The Swedish Baptists are prepared to agree, B.P.S., Geneva 


- BRAZIL Visit to the President of the Republic 


(San Leopoldo) - After the death of President Getulio Vargas on August 24th 
1954, his office was taken over - in accordance with the constitution - by the 
Vice-President, Dr. Joao Café Filho. Representatives of Protestantism in Brazil 
recently paid an official visit to the new President. The deputation included 


- gome pastors of Protestant churches in Kio de Janeiro and members of the Committee 


of the "Protestant Federation of Brazil". A number of Protestant churches 
(Presbyterian, Methodist, Episcopalian, etc.) belong to this loose Federation, 

as well as Protestant missions from North America and the Brazilian Bible Society. 
The Federation of Lutheran Synods is not a member, but maintains friendly relations 
with the Federation, which endeczvours to bring the interests of Brazilian Protest— 
antism before the public. 


On the occasion of this visit to the President, a message was read, saying 
that the two million Protestants in brazil would include the new Government in 
their prayers, praying that it might guide the country safely through these 
difficult times, 


In a country whose population is predominantly Roman-Catholic, the Catholic 
Church is bound to have great influence. The message, however, contained an 


‘assurance that the Government would maintain freedom of worship, freedom of 
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conscience, and freedom of speech, and the principle of the separation of Church 
and State, as laid down in the COREY UU LOn, and that no Church or ivreligion 
would receive preference, 


A Bible was presented to the President. In the conversation which followed 
the President expressed his satisfaction concerning the visit, and hoped the 
Protestant churches would continue to keep him in their thoughts. E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Association of Protestant Action on Workers' Problems Founced 


The Association of Protestant Action on lWworkers! Problems founded at Villigst 
(Westphalia) aims at coordinating all the attempts being made in the Protestant 
Church to understand the problems of employees. According to "Junge Stimme" 

(a weekly paper) the Association includes all the activities and.societies in 

the churches, the Protestunt Youth Movement, the Working Men's Movement of the 
Protestant Church in Germany and the Protestant Workers' Movement. The aim of 

the Association is to promote cooperation in industry and responsible collaboration © 
in the social and economic spheres. It hopes especially to work out 2 nutually- 
agreed solution to certain pressing problems. 


Dr. Eberhard Muller of Bad Boll, who had taken the initiative in creating 


this Association, was elected its Bees president. E.P.o., Geneva 
GERMANY "Thinking as a World Church" 
(Berlin) - "we in the Protestant Church in Germany, in the Evangelical Church of 


the Union and in the Ecumenical Movement must learn to think on lines far broader 
than those of our own member—church, " said Dr. Krummenacher (General Superintendent 
of East-Berlin), after his election as Bishop of Pomerania (East Germany). 

Dr. Krummenacher further emphasised the fact that the Berlin Church must not 

desert the churches of the Eastern Provinces. If the churches in the different 


states of Germany, did not cut themselves off from one another, they could pre-_ 
serve a deep fellowship, enabling them to stand together in their work, their 


sufferings and their struggles. B.P.o.,: Geneva 
GHAMANY Church-bells rung in Stalinstvadt 


(Stalinstadt, East Germany) - On Christmas Eve church bells were rung in Stalinstadt 
for the first time; the bells had been consecrated by Provest Heinrich Gruber on 
the fourth Sunday in Advent. The inscription on the bells is based on the slogan 
of the leipzig Kirchentag and reads: "Be joyful in hope, patient in tribulation, 
continuing instant in prayer". The provisional belfry has been erected on the 
site where the excavation work for the future church has already begun, 

B.P.S., Geneva 


USSR , Important Problems of Scientific Propaganda for Atheism 


"Religion is the bulwark of everything that is old and obsolete. lt protects 
ignorance and backwardness. with its dogmatism, and its stale, lifeless assumptions, 
religion makes people lazy in mind, it makes them stop thinking, It clings ob- 
stinately to the past and is averse to all the new achievements in science and in 
living conditions. Heligion is a drag on these who believe in it; it prevents them 
from improving their culture, their scientific knowledge and their scientific 
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view of life, without which they cannot rightly understand the successful extension 
of the Soviet order of society through Communism." 


So writes a contributor to "The Communist - the theoretical and political 
paper of the Central Committeeof the Communist Party in the Soviet Union" in 
the last number (No.13, 1954). He continues: "Propaganda for atheism must confront 
the religious viewpoint with the scientific, materialist explanation of nature and 
society - namely the scientific theory of the evolution of nature, of the social 
order and of socialist thought. This propaganda must be organised especially 
in those circles of the population which need it most - among religious people... 
The success of propaganda for scientific materialism depends on the skill of the 
lecturer in linking his lectures with the practical tasks which must be under— 
taken by the Soviet people, and with the actual needs of the workers. The in— 
adequacy of religion and its reactionary nature is most convincingly shown 


up by the events of our time - by the success of the new Communist society, by 


the improvement in the material conditions of life and in the cultural level of the 
masses, and by the application of science and technology to production," 


The article mentions some important ways of dcing propaganda for atheism: 
the press, the radio, the systematic organisation of artistic activities, Communist 
clubs, reading-—circles, the extension of groups for the promotion of scientific 
knowledge, In these groups "Question Evenings" must be arranged at which "the 
questions and answers are carefully prepared in advance by experts." 


The Communist party goes on the assumpticn that religious prejudices can 
only be eradicated by patient propaganda work, by constant study of the Socialist 
ideology, and by showing up the emptiness of religion in every sphere. But the 
most important way of liberating the worker from religious prejudices is to draw 
the believer himself into the active work of the culture and production of 
Communism, ln the common struggle for Communism the workers recognise the power 
of collective creativity, anda this strengthens their will, their character and 
their determination to overcome all obstacles. Then they realise that their 
wellbeing depends, not upon the will of God, but upon themselves, through science 


and technology under the leadership of the Party," B,P.o., Geneva 
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GERMANY bishop Dibelius on the Threefcld Task of the Evangelical Church 


in Germany 


(Stuttgart) - "The Evangelical Church today faces a dual task: to watch over 
the unity of the German people and to promote the idea of peace and reconcili- 
ation in the life of the nations", declared bishop Dibelius, Chairman of the 
Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany in a broadcast address. He went on 
to say that the Church had become the bridge between Bast ana west, not because 
it had any political purpose in mind but because of its very nature, The Church 
would do its utmost to carry on and remain faithful to this task "even if cir- 
cumstances should render it difficult-perhaps very difficult." 


The Bishop declared: "There is no sense in appealing again and again to 
the world to be united when we know that nations only agree with those who are 
willing to fall in line with their own particular policy, 1t is still more 
deplorable to fall a prey to that cheap kind of propaganda which in-variably 
declares its own country's policy to be in favour of peace (although it may 
conceal a rearmament process on a quite unequalled scale) and always regards as 

- war-mongering the policy of other nations, even when their will for peace is 
evident. The Church can go on cultivating human relations, where the ties 
between nations have been severed. Politicians may find themselves in a situation 
which forbids them to talk tc their opponents; for a Christian in his Church 
such situations do not arise; he is ready at all times to listen and understand 
and discuss a compromisewhatever may be the nationality of his opponent." 

E.P.S,, Geneva 


CHINA The Patriotic "Three-self uovement"! 


"The purpose of the patriotic 'Three-self Mlovement' of the Christian chur- 
ches in China is to be set free from the domination of foreign missionary societies, 
and to manage their own affairs as independent Chinesechurch organisations.... 
Chinese Christians are convinced that they can manage their affairs themselves." 
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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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This statement was made during an interview arranged by Professor Joseph Hromadka 
(of Prague) between the President of the Christian Retorm wovement in Vhina 
(Dr, Wa Yao-Tsung) and the editor of the newspaper of the Czech Protestant 
Churches, 


The name "Three-self tlovement" stands for: self-administration, self-support 
and self-propagation, The wllovement does not want to be "either anti-foreign or 
exclusively nationalistic", The Pan-Chinese Church Uonference, held in ‘eking 
in duly 1954, had been attended by 232 representatives from 62 different churches 
and Christian organisations. The delegates "had a feeling of unity never before 
experienced by the Christians of China." 


Asked whether the theological basis of the "Three-self ovement" had brought 
any change in the confession of faith of the Chinese churches, Wu Yao-Tsung 
replied that there was no essential change. The original title of the movement was 
the "Chinese Christian Reform Movement", But the word "Reform" was left out at 
the Pan-Chinese Conference in Peking, in order to avoid musunderstanding; they 
did not wish to give the impression that the "Three-self Movement" was aiming at 
theological reform. On the contrary, the Conference emphasised the admission of 
the existence of differences in theological views and mutual respect for these 
differences. An outstanding example of the application of this principle was 
the foundation of the "Nangking Union Theological Seminary" and of the "Yenching 
Union Theological Seminary", which represented different theological views. There 
are "many evidences that Chinese Christians are discovering the treasures of the 
Gospel from a new angle," 


To the final question, concerning the attitude of the Chinese churches to 
the ecumenical movement, Wu Yao-Tsung replied as follows: "The Chinese Churches have 
been members of the World Council of Churches since its inauguration. We regret, 

_howeyer, that on some occasions the Council has pronounced judgments which were 
contrary tc the facts and which therefore did not help the Christian cause in a 
world of tension." He was referring to the Declaration of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches held in Toronto in July 1950, which branded the 
Korean Democratic People's Republic as an aggressor in the Korean War, "while it 
was only acting in self-defence." In the same meeting, the Stockholm Appeal for 
the banning of atomic weapons - signed by one-third of the human race - was 
described as "a strategy of propaganda", 


Wu Yao-Tsung closed his remarks by saying: "We hope the World Council of 
Churches, in carrying out its social mission, will be a medium in which international 
understanding is achieved among Christians in different countries through the 
frank sharing of views. This will enable the Council to become a true world 
Christian brotherhood, and will be a great contribution toward world peace, The 

‘Chinese Christians regard world-wide fellowship of Christians as the most im- 
portant and urgent concern in the present world, still threatened by war and split 
by ideologies," Helios, soeneva 


UNITED KINGDOM © British Churches and the African Situation 


"There are to be found in South Africa Christiens of all races who, in the 
circumstances peculiar to that country, would regard some form of segregation 
as the most practical approach to their problems, and who would not think such 

a solution to be incompatible with their faith provided it were worked out 
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equitably and involved no denial of the dignity of human personality. lf, however, 
it were to become clear that the application of such a policy of separation was | 
inevitably accompanied by in-justice and humiliation, then it would stand con- 
demned in the eyes of all. 1f, on this grave anddifficult matter, a right judg- 
ment is to be made, the conscience of society must continually be challenged 

to examine it. 1t is a major responsibility of the Christian Churches of South 
Africa to make this challenge, but it is also the concern of Christians the 

world over," 


These words begin a statement drawn up by the members of a group convened 
at the request of the British Council of Churches, 


The statement is based on a report made by two delegates who have recently 
visited South Africa. 


"During recent months", the statement goes on to say, "there has been in- 


creasing uneasiness at the steps taken by the Government of South Africa to 


curtail the power of the Churches to fulfil this responsibility. 'Mission' schools_ 
have already virtually been superseded, mainly on the ground that they are ‘un- 
Sympathetic to the country's policy of segregation, Will this process stop 

with the closing of the schools? ...Will not religious liberty ultimately be im- 
perilled?" 


"Our inquiries have centred on the question as to how, in the fellowship of 
the ecumenical movement, help and encouragement can be offered to Churches so 
much of whose work has been dislocated by the Bantu Education Act. As a result we 
are all convinced that: 


(1) The Churches in South Africa, except for the Dutch Reformed Church, are 
unanimous in déploring the policy that lies behind the Bantu Education Act. The 
Roman Catholic Church is in favour of trying to retain control of their schools, 
either as private schools or with a reduced government subsidy, which would in 
any case be temporary and would probably soon be withdrawn, The same is true of 
one or two special institutions in other Churches, Some Churches propose to close 
the schools altogether and devote the buildings to other purposes, such as social 
service centres, But the great majority, while strongly rejecting the Government's 
policy, yet intend to lease their buildings to the Government... These Churches do 
not wish to see teachers left without employment and they believe that it is better 
for African children to receive elementary education and be taught to read and to 
write than that they should be without any such instruction. 


(2) The running of private schools without any government subsidy at all is 
generally thought to be too expensive. and uncertain a gesture to be justified on 
any large scale. Nevertheless there are those who hold strongly that some at least 
should be so run, in order to maintain in principle the place of the voluntary 
agencies in education and to demonstrate the special quality of the avowedly 
Christian school... Wwe would stress that all Christians have a special duty to- 


wards people who make this kind of costly venture of faith. 


(3) The loss of their schools throws upon the Churches a new and very grave 
responsibility. This is recognised by the Dutch Reformed Churches as well as by 
the other Churches. Religious teaching and training such as hitherto have been 


-given in the schools must now be provided by other means and any help in money or 


in manpower that may be available from outside South Africa will be devoted 
primarily to that purpose... We believe that the most seious difficulty arises 
from the shortage of manpower and that this can,only be met by the Churches in 
Britain releasing men and women of outstanding devotion and ability for work in 


, south Africa, 


Aly g Ba aah ae a 


No. 2 - January 14, 1955 ‘ace hate 11 


(4).The needs of the Churches in South Africa must be looked at ina 
world perspective, There are other parts of Africa where the Churches stand no 
less urgently in need of all the help that can be given them in prayer, in man~ 
power and in money. Kenya is an outstanding example; the Churches there are faced ; 
with an immense and immediate challenge. In Central Africa too, where the problems 
of citizenship in a multi-racial society are being directly faced and are not yet 
solved, there is a great need to strengthen the work of the Churches among people 
of all races. We believe that in doing so the British Churches would be giving 
great, if indirect, help to the Churches in South Africa, who have just cause 
to complain when chey see no answer to their own problems clearly demonstrated 
elsewhere. HPs, Geneva i 


International Association of Protestant Workers 


The International Association of Protestant Workers held a conference in 
Switzerland from January 6th to 8th. A report was received from the General 
Secretary, F.P. Fuykschot, on the development of the Protestant Trade Union 
movement in Canada, and it was decided to maintain the branch office in Canada, 


According to a short report on the Conference, in Uceania both among the 
Papuans and among the Dutch-speaking population Protestant trades unions have 
been started, which are growing in strenghth, 


The report ends by saying: "The Committee of the International Association 
of Protestant Workers has read with particular interest the report of the 
Evanston Assembly, and has. decided to call a special conference to discuss its 


- message, as it must determine what attitude to take on certain points." 


iy Pe.) Geneva 


UNIT#D STATES New Chairman for National Council's Depatment of International 

Affairs 
(New York) - Krnest A, Gross, legal adviser to the Secretary-General of the “the United 
Nations and a U.S. delegate to several sessions of the General Assembly, has been 
named chairman of the department of international affairs of the National Council 
of Churches, 


President Eugene Carson Blake announced the election of ir. Gross, one-time 
Assistant Secretary of State, to succeed irs. Douglas Horton as head of the de- 
partment through which the 30 denominationsof the National Council express their 
Christian concern for world justice and peace. 


Mr, Gross has been named Chairman of the Department for a three-year term, 
Dr, Walter W, Van Kirk is the Executive Director. A member of Christ Church 
(lethodist) of New York, wr. Gross has had a distinguished career as a lawyer 
in international affairs. 


The Council's programme for a just and durable peace currently emphasises 
four objectives: 1, contin-uing support of the United Nations; 2. international 


regulation and reduction of armaments; 3. a workable atoms-for-—peace plan; 


4, economic and technical assistance to the world's under-developed areas, 
B.P.S., Geneva 
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‘Universal Vay of Frayer for Students 


"The Universal Day of Prayer for Students is... not primarily an occasion 
for intercession for the Federation and its member wovements, 1t is essentially 
a Day of Prayer for all students", writes Philippe Maury, General Secretary of 
the World's Student Christian Federation, in his introduction to the "Call for 
the Ubservance of the Universal D Ly of Prayer for Students" (Sunday, February 20, 
1955). The call says in parts: 


"On Sunday, February 20, 1955, student groups and church congregations in 
many countries of the northern hemisphere, and at some later date in the southern 
hemisphere, will gather together on the occasion of the Universal Day of Prayer for 
Students, As every year, the World's student Uhristian Federation calls not only 
its members but all Christians everywhere to join in common intercession for 
students and Christian work among them in all parts of the world. As we write this 
Call to Prayer towards the end of 1954, we have in mind the many needs of students 
everywhere. We think of the vast numbers who are unable to carry on their studies 
in a normal way because of the conditions in which they have to work: lack of 
money for many; diseases of body for others; in many countries social or political 
conditions incompatible with the requirements of good scholarship; oppression, 
persecution, injustice of various kinds, frem which students as much as others 
sometimes ore than others, have to suffer. we think of these many thousands of 
students, Christian or not, for whom the future seems a dangerous, threatening, 
unknown territory, we think of all those "having no hope and without God in the 
world" (Eph, 2:12). On this day of intercession we ask you to remember in your 
prayers not only those Christian students who, even in difficulties and through 
suffering, know the hope to which “e has called them (Eph. 1:18), but especially 
that large mass of students, in theoretically Christian countries of the West, 


as well as in other lands, who have never heard of the hope that is in Christ 


Jesus, we think it fitting, a short time after the second Assembly of the world 


Council of Churches, to call youth to pray to God that He will bring students to 


a knowledge of Jesus Christ, so they may be filled with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving, that they may Suen in nope, through the power of the Holy Ghost 
(Romans 15:13). es. 


"When you meet on the Universal Day of Prayer for Students, remember that 
you will sing to the praise of God in your own tongue, but in the company of 


those from other lands who sing in other tongues; that you will re peat the 


Lord's Prayer together with thousands of others who will offer it to God in German, 


an French, in Finnish, in an Indian dialect; that you will worship anu intercede 


together eae others Rane from different Christian traditions. And then you will 
perhaps understand in a new way how all Christians are one in Him, who is the 
Father of all, and who has called us together to worship Him. oo. 


"Once a year the Universal Day of Prayer for Students offers us an. opport- 
unity to express in concert that which lies at the heart of every effort to 
realize the wholeness of the Church: our worship of Him, the one God and Father of 


vs all," B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGLOM “The welsh Ecumenical Society 


The welsh Ecumenical Society was inaugurated at a conference held at Aberyst~ 
wyth, mid-wales, from December 28-31, ‘aids to consider the implication of the 
Bvanston Assembly for wales. 
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Five of the main denominations (which in Wales are of roughly equal strength) 
were represented there unofficially, and the members came from a good variety of 
places and vocationg Laymen cutnumbered ministers, 


Those who attended the conference formea the nucleus of the new "Cymdeithas" 
(society), which is to be entirely voluntary, and nct in any way officially 
binding on the denomination. Officials elected were: Chairman: The Rev. Huw Wynne 
Griffiths, Aberystwyth; Secretary: The Kev. trastus Jones, Blaendulais. 


The aims of the "Cymdeithas" are: "To propagate knowledge and understanaing 
of the Ecumenical movement; to provide a fellowship for those who see in this 
movement a special working or the Holy Spirit in our day, anu an agency through 
which they can work; and to initiate ecumenical contact with other groups both 


inside and outside wales," E,P.5., Geneva 
World's Alliance of YMCAs -- Centennial News 


Hstimates from 18 ccuntries of attendance at the Paris Centennial Conferences 
reaching Geneva exceed 8,00U,so that the anticipated attendance of 1U,0UU de- 
legates and visitors will in all probability be reached, 


Full information regarding the total programme of the world Centennial 
Conferences to be held next August appear in the form of a spécial issue of world 
Communiqué -- illustrated international publication on the world's Alliance of 
YMCAs. This January/February issue, published in separate English, French, German 
and Spanish editions, includes the official inyitationsfrom the President of the 
Paris Municipal Council and the President of the N-~tional Council of YMUAs of 


France, far-reaching travel plans for delegates coming to Hurope, as well as 


programme details of: 


Twenty-second world's Conference 
World Conference of Young ilen 

World Conference of Ulder Boys 

World Boys' Camp 

World Conference of YMUA Secretaries 
World Vonfersnce of Y's men's Clubs 


Beginning this month the World's Committee is also issuing a series of 
Centennial Newsletters to keep all National wiovements informed on Centennial 
preparations in many parts of the world, B.P.5., Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA Ecumenical Council of Czech Churches in Prceeees of Formation 


In accordance with the recommendation made on Uctober 14th, 1954, by the 
Czech delegates who had attended the ivanston Assembly last August (see E,P.S, 
No, 51, 1954), an Hcumenical Council of Uzech Churches has now been formed. On 
November llth the same delegates met for a second time in Prague and decided to 
form a temporary Ecumenical Council in Czechoslovakia; the nucleus of this Council 
will be fcrmed by the delegates of the Protestant Uhurches who attended the 
Assembly at tvanston. rrofessor J.L, Hromadka was elected Chairman and Jan Chabada 
(General bishop of the Lutheran Church in Slovakia) Vice-bhairman, The joint 
Secretaries are Bohuslav Pospisil (Director of the Hus Theological Seminary)and 
Ludek Broz (Secretary of the Synodal Council). 
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By forming the provisional #cumenical Louncil the member-churches cf the 
world Council of Churches proved "their good will and their intention to fulfil 
the obligations which arose pate of the resolutions of the Hvanston Assembly." 

BoP.W., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM . Church Leaders Honoured b, the \ueen 


The New Year's Honours List in britain announced that the Rev. Dr. Hugh wartin 
has been appdnted as one of the select company of the Companions of Honour. The 
official citation stated that the honour was conferred for services to the Free 
Church Federal Council - of which Ur, Martin was Moderator during the year of 
the Coronation in 1953 - and to the British Council of Uhurches, 


"It is singularly appropriate", says the British Vouncil of Churches in its 
Communiqué for EPS, "that the first public recognition to a minister of religion 
for services to the ecumenical movement should be given to Dr Martin. The Studeas 
Christian wovement, the Faith and Order Movement, the World Council of Churches, 
the official Si aienad between the Free Sanna s and the Church of kngland, ole 
well as the British Council of Churches and all the bodies which ured reded Lt, 
will always be indebted to him for courageous pioneering in thought and action, 
and for wise and faithful leadership," H.P,5., Geneva 
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INDONESIA Pastoral Letter Concerning Communism 


The synod of the Church of the Minahasa (Northern Celebes) at its last 
meeting adopted a pastoral letter concerning communism; the letter reads in 
part as follows: 


"it has become clear in the last Synod-meeting that many maurch-members 
have been made uncertain by the communist tendencies, and that they have been 
influenced by them, consciouly or unconsciously... lWwhile rejecting communism 
the Church does not aim at standing side by side together with those who form 
an anti-communist front. The Church does not agree with those who oppose commun- 
ism by forceful means; as the prophet Zechariah says: 'Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit.' But the Church may not take up a standpoint of mere 
rejection. The Church rejects communism because she has a positive message, 
namely the Gospel of Jesus Christ. A message of salvation and freedom for all 
men, also especially for the weak ones, for the have-nots, for the oppressed 
and those who are treated with no regard for basic human rights. And therefore 
the Church and every echurch-member should be concerned about the fate of man, 
and with word and deed endeavour to build a responsible society, where man 
acknowledges responsibility to God as well as to his neighbour. It is the Lord's 
will that man shall have life, freedom, truth, justice and peace. Therefore 
it is the duty of every church-member to work to erect these tokens of the 
Kingdom of God wherever he may be, in the midst of scciety. 


"The Church plainly rejects communism, because its doctrine as well as its 
methods are clearly in conflict with the will of God, which is revealed in the 
witness of the Bible. The Church cannot accept an ideology which does not want to 
acknowledge the existence of God who is Lord over history and over the life of 
men. The Church rejects communism because it rejects all totalitarian powers, 
which in the end treat men not as men whom God created in his own image and 
after his likeness. Man as a creation of God, is responsible, not only to his 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 


ee Se ee 
of ': 


Chih A RTE Ae PO Fag ae ae IES ey Boa Stowe MSS 


Diipere -seanmare aay O55 Ne i Bie | 46 


neighbours, but in the first place to God. The Church rejects each doctrine 
which does not acknowledge the existence of sin and evil in all men, to whatever 
layer of society they belong. And only by Jesus Christ, who has been crucified, 
can the sin-of man be forgiven,’ KS 


. "When the Church rejects communism, it should be more diligent in proclaiming 
the salvation of man spiritually and materially. This means that the Church and 


the local congregation should live by their faith in Jesus Christ, by the grace 
and love of God, and continue to witness, to proclaim the coming again of Jesus 
Christ, the King of all kings. Finally, when the Church rejee¢ts communism, this 
does not mean that the Church rejects the people who follow the communist 
ideology. The Church is called to serve all people, including those who have lost 
their way. Ihe Church must serve them by showing them the true salvation and hope 
which can be found only in Jesus Christ, the Lord of life and the Lord of the 


World?" E.P,S., Geneva 
GERMANY Confirmation and the "Dedication of Youth" 
(Berlin) - "Neues Deutschland" ("New Germany"), the main organ of the Sccialist 


Unity Party of Germany, has recently published an article entitled "Frank Words 
on the Dedication of Youth". It describes this new "Dedication of Youth" (pub- 
licised by a central committee in the German Democratic Republic) as an act which 
is compatible with the spirit of tolerance. The "Dedication of Youth" (says the 


- article) is not contrary to the religious feelings of believers and most of the 


parents and pastors had recognised the fact, It was therefore incomprehensible 
that some church leaders were stirring up dissatisfaction through publications 
and appeals. The article maintains that the "Dedication of Youth" has been used 


as a pretext "for disturbing the peaceful relations between the citizens in the 


German Democratic Republic and providing a pretext for the war-mongerthgepress 

in the West to stir up agitation against the East German State". The church 
leaders, who had opposed the "Dedication of Youth" and the preparations for it, 
were exercising "inadmissible pressure on the conscience of parents and children". 
The Constitution of the German Democratic Republic guarantees liberty to promote. 
scientific knowledge and also to take part in religious activities, That was the 
way in which the freedom of belief and conscience guaranteed by the Constitution 
should be interpreted. 


The article closes by saying that people should be given "patient explan- 


ations" so that "the Dedication of Youth in the German Democratic Republic will be 


a success and a significant and solemn event in the life of the people." 


Church leaders in Germany have already expressed their views about the in- 
compatibility of the "Dedicaticn of Youth" with Confirmation (see E,P.S. No. 52, 
1954). After a long period of preparation, the "Dedication of Youth" is to take 
place on a Sunday in April - the -rery month in which Confirmations are held, 


In a message to the churches in Saxony, Bishop Noth reminds them that formerly 


young people were "dedicated" only if they did not wish to be confirmed. This 


tradition should be maintained, He told the parents they must realise that belief — 


in the Protestant faith was not compatible with "dedication", 


Furthermore, bishop Otto Uibelius of Berlin declares in a Pastoral Letter 
dated January 7th, 1955: "We are now confronted by a fresh attempt to introduce 
a secular "dedication" of youth. We know all about this from past experience. lt 
assumes different forms, but it always means the same thing: youth is to give 
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its allegiance to a materialistic ideology, which is clearly opposed to the 
Christian message. Our church order clearly states that ‘children who take part 

in any rites or ceremonies which are not in accordance with Confirmation (such as — 
the "Dedication of Youth") cannot be confirmed', A firm stand must be taken on 
this clause, and no concessions must be made,whe ther by the pastor or by the 


Church Council or by the Superintendent... 


"At a time of decision it is inevitable that many people will abandon owr 
sacred heritage. we are sad at heart when that goes on around us. And we will 
do our utmost to see that everyone who is tempted to bé disloyal to his Church 
receives advice and encouragement. But times of decision are always times when 
the Church grows in spiritual strength, lie have already experienced this, With 


God's help we shall experience it again..." i.P.5., Geneva 
TURKEY Ecumenical Patriarchate Expresses Hope for Pope's Recovery 


(Istanbul) - According to Religious News Service, New York, Archimandrite Emilianos 
Tsangopoulos, Chief-Vicar of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, has 
recently visited Archbishop Giacomo Testa, Apostolic Delegate to Turkey, to 
express the Patriarchate's concern over the illness of Pope Pius XII and its 


hopes for a speedy recovery. His visit was made at the request of the Patriarchate!'s ~ 


Holy Synod, HPS. ,. Geneva 
INDIA Militant Hinduism and the Churches 


‘Mr. A. Jack Dain, the Overseas Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance, 
comments on recent developments in the situation of the Christian Community in 
India in an article in the December number of the Alliance's quarterly journal, 
"Hyangelical Christendom". He has recently returned from India, 


He refers to "the growing antagonism by certain small but powerful sections 
of the Hindu population against all missionary activity. The two main English 
daily newspapers, now under Hindu ownership, carried almost daily reports of 
complaints against so-called proselytisation. The writer is convinced that the 
activity was part of a careful and co-ordinated plan of the militant Hindu Maha- 
sabha..."! 


"A further facet of this growing anti-missionary bias has been the constant 
activity of a small number of members in the House of the People, who have 
pestered the Home Member with questions regarding missionary activity, parti- 


cularly in frontier areas. while the attitude of the Home winisters is notorious- 
_ly unsympathetic, and his own interpretation of the Constitution would deny the 


right of profession and practice and propagation to all but nationals, the Prime 
Minister has intervened on several occasions with heartening results, and his 
speeches have been on the whole reassuring. 


"Two things should, however, be made clear at this point; the first is 
that this activity is the concern of a minority, but one that has considerable 
power. The second is that the genuine goodwill of the masses towards missions and 
their work remains. Offsetting this fact .is the obvious trend in government | 
circles and this has been demonstrated by the refusal of a considerable number 
of visas for non-Commonwealth personnel. (me hundred and twelve visas had been 
refused out of a total cf nine-hundred applications, according to a recent 
parliamentary question — the period was not stated..." 
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In. giving. this information, the article goes ons 


"In case this news has the cumulative effect of suggesting that the day 
of missionary activity is drawing to a close, it should be categorically stated 
that in all the many mission stations visited workers continue to enjoy the 
maximum liberty possible for the prosecution of their work, and the free proclam- 


ation of the Gospel." E.P.S., Geneva 
~ HUNGARY - Meeting of Religious Journalists 


On Dec. 15th 1954 the National Association of Hungarian Journalists held 
a consultation for members of the Hungarian religious press, Repres-ntatives of 
four Pretestant, three Roman-Catholic and one Jewish paper were present at the 
meeting. As editor-in-chief of the Hungarian Church Press, Dr. lmre Kadar, chief 
councillor of the General "Convent" .and professor of theology at the Reformed 
Theological Academy, gave the introductory lecture on topical issues in the 
religious press. In the course of his address he said: "We did not assemble here 
in order to discuss what our religious papers are supposed to write. That is a 
question to be determined by each Church separately in accordance with its 
creed and the decisions springing from it. We are all in agreement that we should 
endeavour to meet the needs of believers and show them how to face every-day 
questions in the light of the Scriptures. We can offer mutual. help in showing 
each other how the religious press can best interpret the decisions of our Churches 
to the people of today." The lecture was followed by a lively discussion in 
which’ representatives of all churches took part. lt was decided to convene 
another meeting of religious journalists in the near future. E.P.o., Geneva 


Day of Prayer for Leprosy Sufferers 
January 30th, 1955, is to be a World Day of Prayer for victims of Leprosy. 
This is the second time that intercession will be made all over the world for 
leprosy sufferers, since the practice was intreduced by the Roman Catholic Order 
of Mercy founded by Ch. de Foulcauld. Roman Catholic clergy have been requested 
to draw the attention of their congregations to the importance of this Day of 
Prayer. An appeal from the Order of Mercy says: 


"Today, when we know that the danger of contagion from leprosy is only very © 
slight, when we have an effective remedy, a reliable method of treating the dis- 
ease, and perhaps of curing it, and of turning a ‘leper'into a man, are we going 
to leave ten million human beings to die in misery and despair? January 30th will 
be their Day. In the towns and villages near a leprosarium the children will pay 
a friendly visit, carrying cakes and flowers to those who have been regarded for 
too long as being outcasts. They will sing, dance and play for them. That day, 
through the miracle of Charity, thousands of sick people tortured by their leprosy 
will no longer be 'lepers'. we ask everyone to think of them on that day, and to 
bear their suffering on their own hearts." 


The Order of Mercy is mentioned by the french Academy andthe Academy of 
Moral and Political Science with special distinction. E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDUM New Appointments in I.M.C, and W.C.C. 


_ (London) - It is announced that Dr. Norman Goodall, the Secretary in London of 
the International wlissionary Council, is to become the first full-time Secretary 
to the Joint Committee of the International Missionary Council and the World 
Council of Churches. Dr. Goodall, who takes up his appointment in April, has, 
been with the International Missionary Council in his present post since the 
year 1946, 7 


Dr. Goodall's successor in the London office of the International Missionary 
Council is to be the Rev. Ronald K, Urchard, 


The General Secretary of the International Missionary Council, Dr. Charles 
Ranson, has his office. in New York, London is the Council's European headquarters. 


Mr, Urchard was born in Liverpool in 1912 and educated at Manchester Uni- 
versity. He was accepted by the London Ilissionary Society for service in China 
but family circumstances made it impossible for him to take up his appointment. 
After three years of theological teaching.in Lancashire he joined the staff of 
the London wissionary Society, first on the "home" side and, for the last eight 
years, on the "foreign" side as Secretary for Africa and China, 


Mr, Orchard is the author of "Africa Steps Out" and "The Message of the 


Bible", Heres, Geneva 
AFRICA. 3 Dr, Tracy Strong's African Tour 


After visiting the Belgian Congo, Senegal and Sierra Leone, Dr. and Mrs, 
Tracy Strong have reached Liberia on their six-month visit to west, Central and 
Bast Africa. Dr. Strong, who retired from the, general secretaryship of the World's 
Alliance of YMCAs in 1953, is undertaking this visit to study the needs of youth 
and the ways in which Christian forces in Africa can work together to meet these 
needs. 


Dr, Strong. is engaged in unhurried individual conversations and: conferences 
with church and mission groups, as well as acting as consultant to YMCA leaders 
in this part of Africa. He is not carrying any specific administrative responsi- 
bility, nor is he engaged in a formal survey. His visit is part of an experiment 
in consultation, now being carried on in different parts of the world, whereby 
the experience of older men in the YMCA Movement is being made available both to 
establish National Alliances and to younger Associations. 


Coming to Geneva in 1923 after fifteen years' YMCA experience in the United 
States, Dr. Strong sezved as Executive Secretary for Boys'Work until 1937 when he 
became General Secretary of the World's Alliance, 


In announcing this plan General Secretary Paul M, Limbert expressed great 
satisfaction that such an experienced consultant can visit and counsel the 
widely scattered Associations in Africa, it is hoped that this visit will aid 
greatly in developing a world-wide strategy of advance and in marshalling the 


resources of member Movements for mutual aid. E.P.S., Geneva 
Gi RVMLANY For and against Kearmament 


A discussion-conference on this burning question was held at the beginning 
of January. The meeting was convened by the leaders of the Protestant Church of 
_Wurttemberg at the Evangelical Academy of Bad Boll and was attended by pastors 
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and laymen from Wirttemberg and a number of speakers including Professor 
Gollwitzer from Bonn, Dr. Heinemann from Essen and Graf Baudissin from the 
"Blank Ministry" (the shadow ministry for Defence Questions of the Federal 
Republic). At the close of the conference Dr. Manfred Muller, one of the leaders 
of the Wirttemberg Protestant Church, spoke on "Love of Truth, Fanaticism and 
Brotherliness". He summed up the findings of the Conference in seven points: 


"We are in deeper agreement than we thought 


1. We agree that Christians must preach peace. None of us can regard war as 
anything but a "last expedient" of the State, 


2. We all want German reunion. But we do not agree about the way in which 
this reunion is to be achieved. 


3. We all think that the Church must do more to try to promote international 
agreement. 


4. None of us wants a military order, or feels happy about re-armament. 
‘Some of us regard rearmament as inevitable if peace is to be maintained 
and reunion te be achievea; others fear that through re-armament the 
division of Germany will be perpetuated =nd that one day a war will 
break out. 


5. We all base our views on different interpretations of the World of God, 
Our differences do not arise from differences of belief, but because 
we interpret differently God's will for us in 1955. 


6. We should help our church-members to form their own opinions; one single 
.opinion should never predominate... All our church pronouncements should 
try to arrive at a common message. The dignity of our young State must 
not be endangered by the misuse of our democratic rights. As the result 
of the struggle within the churches, it is possible for Christians to 
hold different political opinions and to belong to different political 
parties. 


7. the certainties of our faith are not related to the questions of this 
world, but to the’way to God's Kingdom. We will bear witness to this 


as far as we can, with God's help," B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Hisenhowers Sign World Goodwill Book | 


(.ashington, D.C.) - President and irs. Hisenhower signed the World Goodwill 
Book of the American Bible Society at a brief ceremony in the White House. The 
book, when completed, will contain the names of people from more than 6U nations 


who "love the Bible, have respect for its teachings, and want to see it more widely 


disseminated," 


The Hisenhowers signatures join those of other world dignitaries, including 
Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, King Paul cf Greece, and Imperor Haile Selassie 
of Ethiopia. : 


The World Goodwill Bock after it is completed, will be displayed for one 
year in each of the 25 countries which have Bible Societies, 1t will be used 
"to help the campaign to distribute 6U million copies of the Scriptures each year, 
compared with the present 3U million copies." H.P.S., Geneva 
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GHAMANY Problem of Conscientious Objection 


A Declaration has already been published by the "German Committee on Consci-. 


entious Objection" and sent by Professor Siegmund—Schult ze (of Dortmund) to the 
"Blank Ministry" and other official authorities. This Declaration states that 
"the right to refuse to undertake military service for reascns of conscience is 
-not adequately protected." ("Die Stimme der Gemeinde", fortnightly papa r of the 
Confessing Uhurch, January 15th, 1955). 


in the opinion of the Committee, "legislation on conscientious objection 
‘which preserves the principles of democracy" may give rise to three main dangers: 


1. The legislation may be based on an inadequate conception of conscience. 

2. The only alternative provided for military service seems to be a com- 
pulsory form of service such as would not be acceptable to the majority 
of conscientious objectors, 

3. Any legislation can be made ineffectual, unless it is carried inte effect 
by procedure that is irreproachable." : : 


ThecGermittee commented as follows: 


"Modern total war has assumed forms, and had effects, which make the former 
duties of the soldier quite meaningless; those duties no Longer consist of 
-military service within the country, the protection of wife and child, home and 
hearth. Young people particularly should not be urged to participate in modern 
warfare until they can understand what it really involves, and make their own 
decision as their conscience directs them...Young pecple must be free to decide 
whether they will undertake military service, alternative service or voluntary 
service for peace," HeP.o., Geneva 
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USA Church Union Conference Reports on Plans for Protestant Merger 


A proposed plan for unification of American Protestant Churches was made 
public by the Conference on Church Union, a group of 3 religious leaders from 
nine Protestant denominations. 


The plan is often referred to as the Greenwich Plan, since its sponsors 
first met at Greenwich, Conn. in 1949. Bishop Ivan Lee Holt (Methodist) is pre- 
sident of the Conference on Church Union. Its members include churchmen from 
the following bodies: Methodist, Presbyterian U.S.A., Presbyterian U.S. (Southern), 
Congregational Christian, Disciples of Christ, Evangelical and Reformed, Christian 
Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, and the International 
Council of Community Churches. In addition, the Protestant Episcopal Church part- 
icipates as an observer, 


The plan claims to preserve the basic contributions of Congregational, 
Episcopal and Presbyterian systems, rather than eliminating their differences by 
compromise, 


Bach denomination would choose the organizational category to which it wished 
its local churches to be assigned —- Congregational, Episcopal, or Presbyterian. 
They would also choose their own mode of worship and of administering the sacra- 
ments of baptism and communion. Churches would be formed into presbyteries and 
into conferences. Conferences would have bishops to ordain ministers, serve as 
"spiritual counsellor and guide," and act as "administrative superintendents", A 
General Council of the United Church would meet biennially with a delegated attend- 
ence of about 1,000 ministers and laymen in equal numbers, 


The plan concluded that "in the broad perspective of the world scene, and in 
view of our great common convictions and concerns, our denominational differences 
appear relatively inconsequential", There are no plans for imminent action on 
the proposals by any church group. B.P.S., Geneva 


The aim of the Ecwumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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SWITZERLAND World's YwWwCA Seminar on ECOSOC 


(Geneva) - As in the last three years, the World's YWCA is organising a Seminar 
to be held in connection with the United Nations Economic and Social Council 


session taking place in Geneva this summer, 


The purpose of this Seminar, which will be held from July 12 to 20, is: 


a) to help participants to consider social and international problems in 
the perspective of a world Christian movement; 

b) to offer an opportunity for getting acquainted with some Bepeots of the 
work of the United Nations; 

c) to enable individual members to see the responsibility of their associ- 
ations and of their governments in this field of social and internaticnal 
questions and find ovt means of action at local and national level; 

d) to interpret the tasks and the methods of ork of the World's YWCA, 

H.P.S.,. Geneva 


NETHERLANDS Conference on the Ecumenical:-Movement since Evanston 


On January 15th and 16th, 1955 a Conference was held, arranged by the Dutch 
Ecumenical Council and the University of Utrecht, on the development of the 
ecumenical movement since the Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches 
at Evanston. lt was attended by representatives of the Dutch Keformed Church, the 
Remonstrant Brotherhood, the General Menncenite Society, and the Evangelical 
lutheran Church, all of which are members of the Dutch Council of Churches, and 
also by the Salvation Army, which has recently begun to cooperate with it, The 
Mayor of Utrecht and a representative of the Senate of the University of Utrecht 
were also present, 


Dr. BE, Emmen and Dr. C.L. Patijn spoke on "The Fruits of Evanston" and 
"The Church an Social Questions". Another address was on "Coming Together - 
Staying Together - Growing Together", Dr. H.H. Walz of Fulda gave an address 
entitled "The Congregation faces its Responsibilities". Her Royal Highness Princess 
Wilhelmina attended the closing session. Participants came from all parts of 


Holland, B.P.S., Geneva 
Woon. ; The Moscow Patriarch and the Ecumenical Movement 


The last number of the publication of the Moscow Patriarchate (No,11, 1954) 
contains the letter written by the Patriarch Alexis last August to Athenagoras, 
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, concerning the significance of 
Urthodox participation in the Hcumenical Movement. He begins by stating why the 
Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet Union did not send a representative to the 
Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches; it was owing to the resolution 
passed by the "Conference of Observers and Representatives of autocéphalous 
Orthodox Churches in Moscow 1948" (immediately before the First Assembly of the 
World Council at Amsterdam), deciding not to cooperate with the ecumenical move-~ 
ment, "Teday also the Russian Orthodox Church abstains from active participation in 
the ecumenical movement", says the letter of the Patriarch Alexis, which goes on 
to say, however: "We would welcome it, however, if at the forthcoming meeting of 
representatives from our two Churches convened by Your Holiness to discuss various 
church questions the attitude of Orthodoxy within the ecumenical movement could 
also be discussed, We should welcome concrete suggestions from Your Holiness on 
this question," ~E.P.S., Geneva 
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BELGIUM ; Reman-Catholic Comment on Evanston 


As a complement to the article published in the "Revue Nouvelle" last 
November on the Evanston Assembly, the current number of this Roman Catholic 
publication contains further information about Evanston. This last article is 
written by Hélén and Lucien Morren who represented this Revue at the Evanston 
Assembly as journalists. It is devoted to problems of a practical nature. After 
describing the way in which the Assembly worked, the article stresses some of the 
problems which it faced (the vocation of the laity, racial problems, communism, 
etc.). The article concludes with the following paragraph on evangelism: 


"This is also true of the report on Evangelism, which describes the problems 
faced by our own missicnaries. Let us quote some points from one section alone: 
the new fields for evangelism, the renewal of spiritual life, the witness of the 
laity, the need for training the laity (especially for instructing them better 
in the meaning of their faith and its significance for their own lives); Christian 
education, experience in parish life, the importance of the occupational milieu; 
the importance of means of communication with the masses, the cinema, radio, 
television; the situation created by the religious renaissance among the non- 
Christian peoples, so often linked up with nationalism and with social claims, etc. 
We will not go into further detail; we will simply quote the impressions of a 
Protestant pastor, He says. that although this report.does not say anything fresh 
from the practical point of view, it tries to give a clear, simple theology of 
evangelism that everyone can understand. lt is salutary and comforting to be 
assured that evangelism is first and foremost the work of Christ himself, and that 
the Church is the place where Pees are sure to find friends - the inn of the 
Good Samaritan, 
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"We strongly urge everyone to read the Bae on documents in full; they ex- 
press a burning concern for evangelism on the part of the best of our separated 
brethren, and show their sincere love for our common Saviour. Reading these 
documents quickens the sense of drama brought about by the divisions between 
Christians, and stimulates us to pray for Christian unity. The study of these 
documents enables us to know our separated brethren and to speak to them about 
their concern for evangelism, thus preparing a real ecumenical dialogue. These 
documents are also a source of joy and thanksgiving for the good which is done in 
the Lord's name, the joy of seeing that our concern for evangelism is shared by 
others who stand outside the visible limits of the Church; they give us a glimpse 
of the treasures of Christian experience still to be explored. We discover in 
these documents, in spite of the real differences between us, that there is a 
possibility for brotherly cooperation in the struggle against evil and the 
preparation of God's Kingdom," B.P.S., Geneva 
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GE RWANY Hecumenical Encounter of Boys' Choirs 


(Bremen) - An "Ecumenical Meeting of Boys' “Choirs" will be held in Bremen the 

week after Easter, from April 14th to 17th, 1955. Its purpose is to give choir- 

boys an opportunity of experiencing the unity of the Protestant Church beyond 

the frontiers of their-own countries. In addition to the musical events, one 

evening will be devoted to discussion under the leadership of Pastor Broelsch, 

youth chaplain of the Evangelical Church in bremen. Among those participating 

will be choirs from Upsala (Sweden), Luxembourg-Church in Paris, Groningen (Nether- | 
lands), Thuringia (East Germany), Detmold (West Germany). Another choir from 

_ Paris and one from Oxford are also expected for participation, E.P.S., Geneva 
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First News of the Week of Prayer 


SWITZERLAND - Luring the Universal Week of Prayer for brieeiah Unity (January 
18th to 25th) an ecumenical service of intercession was arranged by the ecumenical 
association of churches in Geneva. It was held on Wednesday, January 19th, in 
the Cathedral of Saint-Pierre. The Evangelical Alliance had agreed to cooperate 

with the ecumenical association on this occasion. The service was led by re- 
presentatives of the Swiss Protestant Church, the Uld Catholics, the Free Hvang- 
elicals, the Lutherans, the Anglicans, the Methodists, the Christian Evangelical 
Association and the Salvation Army. The sermon was preached by Pastor Alfred 
Werner. The choirs of the Old Catholic Church of Geneva and of the Salvation Army 
also took part. The World Council of Churches was represented by Pastor B.T, 
Molander and the Rev. Philip Potter, both from the Youth Department. 


During the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity similar servicés were held 
in other towns in Switzerlanc. 


UNITED KINGDOM - The principles which must guide all prayer, thought and action 
for Christian unity, were stated by the Rev. Fr. Hugh Bishop, CR (Anglican), at 
the meeting organized by the Wen's Religious Orders in connexion with the Week 
of Prayer for Christian unity, in London. The Bishop of Kensington presided, and 
other speakers were a Roman Catholic (the Kev. Thomas Holland) and a Methodist 
(the Rev. Harold Roberts). 


"The only form of Christian unity for which we may pray or labour", Fr, 
Bishop said, "is that unity which is according to God's will, and which is al- 
ready inherent in the divinely-constituted nature of the Church... We cannot 
substitute any lesser form of unity for it. but there are degrees of membership 
of the one Church. And it is into even closer and deeper and fuller unity within 
the fellowship of tat one Church that all of us without exception have to enter..." 


According to Dr. HKoberts (Methodist) the "sin of disunity lies in the fact 
that we are unable to recognize one another as belonging to the one Church, And 
that failure is revealed at the very point where the unity of the Church should 
be manifest.- namely, in the celebration of the central rite of the Church, where 
the gospel of reconciliation is proclaimed es divine appointment. There we dis- 
play our disunity.’ 


What could be done about it? asked Dr. Koberts. "There is a sense in which we 
can do nothing, because the problem is too big for us, and this is why we must 
recognize the necessity for prayer." They could, however, proclaim "the unchanging 
gospel of redeeming love by means of evangelism and service." 


Fr. thomas Holland said: "Our Lord, on the Cross, would not have said Con- 
summatum est - it is finished —- unless the work he had begun was truly perfect, 
able to stand normal stress, and even abnormal stress. Vie, on this platform, do 
not believe the same Christian doctrines, frequent the same sacraments and recog- 
nize the same Christian authority. If we did, we would be fellow-members of one 
visible Church. tur Lord has said, ‘Ask and ye shall receive; knock and it shall 
be opened unto you." 1 appeal to all, during this octave of prayer, to make the 
knock a reality..." 


FRANCE - The work of ins late Abbé Paul Couturier, the Koman Catholic pioneer for 
- ecumenical understanding, is being carried on by the Abbé P, Michalon, who has 
‘been appointed as his successor by Cardinal Gerlier, Archbishop of Lyons. Abbé 
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P, Michalon is Director of the Grand Séminaire in lyons. He is responsible for 
the publication of the pamphlets which are brought out every year in connection 
with the week of Prayer for Christian Unity. This year the demand for these 
leaflets has increased almost 30%. In 1953 about 63,0UU copies were printed; in 
1955 95,00U copies were required for distribution. They: are also regularly used 
by 60 periodicals, This year's leaflet was also printed in three new languages - 
Arabian, Malagasy and Portuguese, 


During the Universal \ieek of Prayer a considerable audience attended the 
evening lectures given in Lyons by active Roman Catholic theologians who are 
interested in ecumenism, Father Maurice Villain spoke on "Twenty Years of 
ecumenical Work", Father Couturier (the Jesuit) on "Ecumenicity and Missions", 
and Father Hamer (the belgian Dominican) on "The Catholics and the Virgin", 


At the end of the week a High Mass of Christian Unity was celebrated with a sermon 


on the words of Abbé Couturier himself: "Uni ted in Christ, our Intercessor", 
B.P.5., Geneva 
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AUSTRALIA Australian Council Against Exclusion of Asians 


(Brisbane) - Complete exclusion of Asians from Australia was condemned by the 
Australian Council for the world Council of Churches in a statement issued here. 
Asserting that such a policy has "no justification whatever", the Council urged 
"selective immigration" of Asians. | 


" ‘White Australia' is a term that is, in many respects, unfortunate, " 
the Council statement said, "and one which gives offence to many Asians. We fail 
to see that, if the method of selecting Asian migrants is properly handled, 
Australian living standardswould be jeopardized in the slightest. On the con- 
trary, we believe that, with a more vigorous development of Australia, living 
standards would rise. Christian duty should prompt Australians to give aid to 
underfed and ill—-housed Asians. Do we make friends with Asian peoples or do we 
tet them become our enemies?" 


Tha statement was prepared by the Council's international affairs committee 


and endorsed by its Queensland committce. E.P.S., Geneva 
AUSTRALIA Former Cabinet Minister Named to W.C.C. Refugee Post 


lelbourne) - John J, Dedman, who was a cabinet minister in the Australian 
government from 1941 to 1949, has been named director of the World Council of 
Churches' department for resettlement of refugees in Australia. The appointment 
of Mr. Dedman, a Presbyterian lay leader, was approved by World Council head- 
quarters in Geneva, Switzerland, and the resettlement committee of the Australian 
Council for the World Council of Churches. Last year, the department helped 

over 2,000 refugees to find a new life in Australia. BE Pwhey, Cone ie 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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UNITED STATES Joint Conference on Church Architecture 


(Cincinnati) ~ Leading architects from all parts of the USA will meet in Cin- 
cinnati, Feb. 23-25, with church specialists and ministers for a three-day 
conference on the problems and challenges of Smet construction that is ex- 
pected "to top all records". 


More than 200 delegates are expected for the national Joint Conference on 
Church Architecture, sponsored annually by the Church Architectural Guild of 
America and the Bureau of Church Building of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A, The conference will single out for recognition one 
American who has done most during the year to further good church architecture. 
Special awards will also be given to architects who have designed the year's 
most outstanding new churches. 


During the conference, a panel of architects and churchmen will devote one 
session to "Today's Churches for Tomorrow", a discussion of new architecture and 
building methods. Other major topics slated for discussion by the delegates are 
the "headaches" of a church building committee, in terms of finance, community 
religious needs, and planning for the congregation's religious and recreational 
activities; and a special report on standards and planning for religious education 
classrooms and equipment. 


The following churches will send delegates: American Baptist, Congregational 
Christian, Disciples of Christ, Evangelical and Reformed, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
U.S.A., Protestant Episcopal, Southern Baptist, United lutheran, and United 
Presbyterian, E.P.o., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Dr. Homrighausen Guest Lecturer in the Far East 


Dr. Elmer G, Homrighausen, Chairman of the Department of Christian Education 
at Princeton Theological Seminary, will spend three months this spring in Formosa, 
Hongkong, Indonesia and Wlalaya, according to an announcement made by the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Assocaition. Dr. Homrighausen 
will consult with faculty and board members of the theological seminaries in 
each country to help them develop the most effective courses for training 
prospective ministers in Sunday schools, vacation schools, and youth work pro#: 
grammes for the local church. He will give lectures to the students in these 
colleges and will also conduct institutes for groups of native pastors in each 
country to help them develop better programmes of Christian education in their 
own congregations. Un his homeward journey, Dr. Homrighausen will pay brief 


visits to Thailand, India and Europe. B.P.o., Geneva 
GERMANY : The Theme of the Next Kirchentag 


(Frankfurt) - The Committee which is responsible for choosing the subjects 

for discussion at the Frankfurt Kirchentag in 1956 recently met in the Taunus 

at the Evangelical Academy of Arnoldshain. They decided on the slogan, "Be 
reconciled with God!" This slogan implies that "the Kirchentag, as a living 
movement within the Evangelical Church, urges the Church to pay attention to its 
true oifice, and thereby to fulfil its service to the men and women of today," 


This quotation frem St. Paul has also been chosen as the 1956 slogan of 
the ivangelical Church in Germany, and will be the main directive for the Church's 
work in its parishes, associations, unions and academies, throughout the year. 
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The Committee which is responsible for choosing the themes for the Kirchentag 
consists of 6U theologians and laymen drawn from Western Germany and from the 
Hastern Zone, ; E.P.S., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND | | Ecumenical Meeting 


(Grandchamp) - During the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18th to 
25th ) the Protestant Community at Grandchamp, near Neuchatel, Switzerland, 
organised an ecumenical meeting. It was atténded by representatives of the 
Roman Catholic Church (Dom Rousseau, Belgium), the Orthodox Church (Professor 
Evdokimov, France), the Anglican Church (the Rev. Thomas James Davies, United 
Kingdom), the lutheran Church (Dr. Bolewski, Geneva) and the Reformed Church 
(Mile, S. de Dietrich, Switzerland). Each of the speakers spoke on the place of 
the Bible and of intercession in the worship.of his or her particular. church, 


The participants stressed the importance of these smaller ecumenical meetings, 
at which each member speaks very simply about his faith. Side by side with, dis- 
cussions on the theological plane, such small meetings are very fruitful. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


INDIA Lutherans and the Church of South India 


After a year's interval, the joint Theological Commission of the Church 
of South india and the lutheran Churches will meet March 15-17 in Bangalore, 
South india, to continue talks which have been going on since 1948. Previous 
to 1954 the meetings had discussed the following topics, among others: the Sig- 
nificance of the Confessions, the Significance of Personal Conversion, the Person 
and Work of the Holy Spirit, the Christian's Unity with Christ, 


This year's agenda includes the most important points which have not yet 
come up for discussion or have been treated insufficiently so far: Baptism and 
Holy Communion. At the Lutheran group conference on December 8, 1954 in Madras, 
it was unanimously decided that the discussions with the Church of South India 
should be continued beyond 1955; no such agreement was reached however, on the 
practical consequences which might result if this year's conversations should 
again achieve far-reaching consensus. 


While the group repres nting the Church of South India has been authorized 
by the Church's Synod, the lutheran group has no power to make declarations 
which are binding on the lutheran churches united in the Federation of the 
Evangelical lutheran Churches of India, or to carry out decisions. Besides 
representatives of the Federation, delegates of the lndia ilission of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod actively participate in the conferences on the lutheran 


side. H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Advisory Committee on Interchurch Aid 


(New York) - The Executive Committee of the U.S. Conference for the World Council 
of Churches has voted to "earnestly commend’ to the American churches, members of 
the World Councilof Churches, the appeal for $ 650, OW in the year 1955 in 
support of the Service Programme of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees." An additional $ 8,000 office budget was authorized, 
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American church appropriations to the 1954 Service Programme totalledover 
$ 610,000, The present figure is $ 32,000 in excess of. last year's contribution 
from these same churches. In addition special designated appropriations for 
specific Inter-Church Aid projects in Kurope totalled $ 322,972. To this figure 
some special gifts are to be added. Toward the special Refugee Services Operating 
Fund advance appropriations have been made totalling $ 185,000, 


The American churches through Church World Service have supported the 
Contributed Goods Programme with shipment to Europe in 1954 of clothing, food 
and miscellaneous relief items, including surplus commodities valued..at over 
$ 6,000,000, 3 E.P.S., Geneva 


An Orthodox Opinion of the Evanston Assembly 


"The Urthodox group at the Evanston Assembly was quite large", writes 
Professor Georges Florovsky (of New York) in "Le Messager", the paper of the 
Russian Student Christian Movement in Paris, "although only a few autocephalous 
Churches were represented. They were the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Patriarchate 
of Antioch, the Church of Greece, the Russian Metropolitan in the United States, 
the Roumanian 'Episcopate" in the U.S.A. and Canada, The Patriarchate of Alexandria 
and the Church of Cyprus had no delegates of their own, Representatives of the 
Bulgarian Episcopacy in America and of the Russian Synod Abroad were also pre-_ 
sent as observers. The group met several times for discussion. An outstanding 
figure was Gennadius, Metropolitan of Heliopolis, the oldest of the Bishops 
attending Evanston. But the leadership of the group fell to Archbishop Michael 
of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, 


The Urthodox representatives played an important part in the work of the 
Assembly, The Orthodox declarations and statements, which were accepted by all 
the delegates to the Assembly, were drawn up by a drafting committee including 
Professor Karmiris (of Athens) Pater Chrysostomos Konstantinidis (of Halki) and 
Professor Florovsky. The public addresses given by the Orthodox participants 
aroused wide interest; for instance the speech given by Dr. Malik, the repre- 
sentative of Lebanon in the U.S.A., who spoke on behalf of the Patriarch of Antioch; 
and especially the speech of Archbishop Michael. 


The presence of the Urthcdox representatives was strongly felt at the Assembly. 
Evanston has certainly facilitated the further cooperation of Orthodox in ecumenical 
work in general and especially in the work of the world Council of Churches. The 
cooperation of the Orthodox representatives in the work of the Preparatory 
Commissions will prove even more important than their active presence at the 
Assembly. The extent of that cooperation cannot yet be perceived exactly, except 
in the case of the permanent Commission on Faith and Order. 1t would also be 
desirable if more attention were paid in the Orthodox press to the consideration of 
ecumenical questions and their full implications, and to all the current problems 
of ecumenical work, General questions concerning Orthodox participation in ecumeni- 
cal work as a whole, and details concerning the many-sided activity of the World 
Council of Churches, are more easily solved in practice than through discussions 
of a general nature. The Orthodox gradually become convinced of the value of 
cooperating in ecumenical work, especially if they are given opportunities to 
express their opinion, and not merely to listen. The -Yrthodox participants in 
ecumenical work has a special task: he must witness to the fulness of living truth, 
which is preserved in the Church. We live at a time when a renewal is undoubtedly 
taking place in religion and in theology. Values are being seriously reconsidered 
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in many sections of Protestantism. lhe witness of the Urthodox can influence the 
direction and the rhythm of this tendency to a considerable extent, and their 
contribution is usually welcomed, A striking sign of this is the growing interest, 
shown by the most varied circles, in the Orthodox Church and its doctrine. This 
interest ranges from following current events in the Urthodox Church to discovering 
forgotten theological values in the Early Fathers and the spiritual heritage of 
the Orthodox Church. At a time like this the Orthodox must not stand aloof and 
look on. Because the Orthodox Church is the One Church of Christ and is therefore 
responsible for witnessing to truth in the world (the Orthodox should be quite 
clear about this) it is responsible for the whole world. Was not this the feeling 
of the early Christian missionaries, and of all who bear the glad tidings of the 
holy Christian faith? Will not this witness be the most convincing expression of 
Christian love, the love of truth, and though truth to Christ?" E.P.5., Geneva 


World Council Meeting 


The first meeting of the new Executive Committee of the World Council appointed 
at Evanston last summer will be held in Geneva from February 7 to ll. Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, is chairman, and Dr.Ernest A, Payne vice-chairman. In addition to the 
members of the Executive Committee several of the world Council's Presidents will 
be present. 


The agenda is largely based on the decisions taken by the Evanston Assembly. 
The divisions which were set up last summer will submit their plans to the Execr- 
tive Committee. Special attention will be given to the preparation of the meetings _ 
this summer, when all departmental and divisional committees of the Council as 
well as the Central Committee will meet in Switzerland. K.P.S., Geneva 


Gift Food Parcels to the Needy 


During the month of January more than 650,000 needy persons or families in 
Hurope and Latin America received food parcels with the help of World Council 
of Churches! field offices. The packages, consisting of such items as cheese, beans, 
oil, butter, beef and gravy, rice and white flour, were Christmas gifts from the 
people in America sent through their government and church representatives. 
Church Werld Service in New York was the shipper and in each case World Council 
of Churches' representatives were active in the administration and distribution 
of the parcels. 


CWS-WCU parcels went to 126,00 persons and families in need in Germany, 
37,00U in Austria, 316,000 in Greece, 120,000 in Yugoslavia, more than 2U, 000 
in Italy and Trieste, 15,30U in France, 5L0 in Belgium, 2,50 in Turkey, 1,000 
in Paraguay, 2,000 in Brazil, 1,000 in Yhile, and 1,500 in Venezuela. lutheran 
World Helief assisted in the distribution of 300,000 parcels in three countries. 

| | E.P.S., Geneva 
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Death of John R.-Mott 


The death of John R, Mott on January 31 at the age of 89 means the end 
of a long life wholly devoted to the cause of missions, evangelism and Christian 
unity. As a young man Dr. Mott founded in 1895 the World's Student Christian 
Federation, In 1910 he chaired the epoch-making World Missionary Conference at 
Edinburgh and later became the first chairman of the international Missionary 
Council. He also played a major role in the World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.'s of 
which he was President for many years (1926-1947). He was one of the chairmen 
of the Oxford Conference on Life and work in 1937, became Vice-Chairman of 
the Provisional Committee for the World Council of Churches in 1938 and Honorary 
President of the World Council of Churches in 1948, No one else has chaired 
more international meetings and conferences than he did. Dr. Mott was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Price in 1946, 


Dr. Mott was an indefatigable traveller and had visited practically every 
country in the world, most of them frequently. Many heads of states and leading 
statesmen and church leaders counted him as a trusted advisor and friend. More 
than once he was offered important public positions. But he considered his 
major task to be his specific mission as an evangelist and as an architect of 
the missionary and ecumenical movement, And it is likely that his deepest and 
most lasting influence has been exerted through his evangelistic work in the 
universities all over the world. There are thousands of men and women to whom 
he has transmitted the call to Christian service and to whom he has given the 
vision of the world-embracing task of the Christian Church. 


At the Second Assembly of the Werid Council of Churches at Evanston last 
summer the whole Assembly gave him a great ovation. This was an expression of 
gratitude for a life that had been wholly consecrated to Christian service and 
that had born rich fruit. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Evangelical Church for Peace 


World Council of Churches! Executive Committee wieets in Geneva 


On Monday evening February 7 in Geneva, the Executive Committee of the 
World Council of Churches commenced its first major meeting since the Second As-— 
sembly. 


The Executive Committee, of twelve members, meets twice annually. 
The following were present at the meeting: 


Principal John Baillie (Scotland) 
Bishop Santo Uberto Barbieri ( South America) 
Bishop D, Otto Dibelius (Germany) 
Bishop of Chichester (England) 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (USA) 

Dr. Ernest A, Payne (England) 

Dr, Hugene Blake (USA) 

Dr. Kathleen Bliss (England) 
Archbishop Y, Brilioth (Sweden) 

Rev. P, Dagadu (Gold Coast) 

Prof, J.L, Hromadka (Czechoslovakia) 
Bishop James of Philadelphia (Turkey) 
Dr. Ml, Nieméller (Germany) 

Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam (USA) 

Dean Liston Pope (USA) 


Presidents 


Honorary President 


Wembers 
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The main business of the meeting is to be organisation of the meetings of 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, which take place at 
Davos, Switzerland, next August. 


Reports on the work of the churches in South Africa are being presented 
by Dr, Samuel McCrea Cavert of the United States and Dr. Norman Goodall of 
the International Missionary Council. Both men attended the conference between 
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Bantu, Afrikaans-speaking and English-speaking churches recently held in 


South Africa, Dr. Cavert is Kxecutive secretary of the World Council of Churches 
in the U.S.A, Dr. Goodall is secretary in London of the International Missionary 
Council, 


The Committee is considering the reception of the Appeal which the Evanston 
Assembly sent to the churches and to governments, The presence of church leaders 
from many parts of the World will provide opportunity for a review of pregress 
made in international conciliation since the World Council's big Assembly at 
Evanston last August, 


On Wednesday evening, February 9, a memorial service is being held for the 
late Dr. John H, Wott, who died in the United States on January 31. Dr. Mott 
was an Honorary President of the World Council of Churches until his death, a 
Nobel Feace Prize winner, and an international figure. Representatives of the 
YMCA, the IMC and the WSCF will participate in the service. 


The opening service of the Executive's Meeting was held just as the funeral 
of Dr, Mott was taking place in washington. 


In reporting for the General Secretariat, Dr. W.A. Visser’t Hooft said that 
"an enormous reservoir of active goodwill" had been built up by the Evanston 
Assembly of the World Council. He said he knew of no part of the world and 
no church of confession where the reaction had been mainly negative. The Assembly 
had demonstrated the growing confidence inside and outside the World Council's 
constituency, 


The Committee afterwards received a report of plans for the future work of 
the World Couneil of Churches! Division of Studies. The Division, as established, 
at the Evanston Assembly of the Council in August 1954, includes the Research 


Department of the International Missionary Council and also serves that body. 


it was announced that regional conferences are to be held in 1955 in india, 
Brazil, and Europe, Plans for similar meetings in Australia, New Zealand and the 
Gold Coast are also being discussed. 


Among the major study projects to which the Executive gave general approval 
are the following: 


A doctrinal study on Christ and the Church; 

An intensive study of Christian responsibility in technically underdeveloped 
areas; : 

A study of Christianity and non-Christian religions; 

A study of the lessons to the drawn from the past and present position of 
Christianity in Vhina. 

It was decided to hold the meeting of the World Council's full Central 


Committee of 90 members at Davos, owitzerland, from August 2-9 1955. 
E,PsS., Geneva 


KENYA World Council Visitation 


Miss Janet Lacey who has visited Kenya on behalf of the World Council of 
Churches and the British Council of Churches said in the course of a recent 
broadcast talk: . 


"The Ghristian Council of Kenya is asking for Inter-Church Aid in this time 
of emergency. The Missionary Societies and churches in Kenya are working at full 
pressure and to the limit of their financial resources. 1 was asked to visit 
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Kenya and see how best such an appeal could be implemented, 


"T attended a four day conference of Church “issionary Society workers and 
African clergy and laymen, A sermon was preached by the Rev. Ubadiah Keriku, 
the Assistant Bishop elect of the Diocese of Mombas&., He, a member of the Kikuyu 
tribe, will be consecrated bishop by the Archbishop of Canterbury in May of this 
year, when the Archbishop visits East Africa. he spoke simple but profound 
words and talked about breaking down the middle wall of partition between African, 
Kuropean and tndian, the three racial groups living in Kenya. 


"It is difficult for anyone to be objective in such an atmosphere of fear. 
Everybody is divided through fear. Some Africans see Mau Mau as the only way 
to achieve national independance; others are strictly loyal but are devoted to 
their own people. Especially these are sensitively aware of the inevitable 
racial gap between themselves and the Huropeans. They would, however, regard it 
as disastrous were they to be abandoned by the Government at this stage. The 
Kikuyu is a deeply religious person and a large number had moved from paganism 
to Christianity. Those who abandoned a religious faith for Mau Mau and have now 
abandoned Mau Mau, feel a terrible vacuum and undoubtedly something must be done 
to fill that void, Thousands are returning to the Christian religion or seeking 
for another faith. ‘here were 10% who were martyred wthsher by death or torture 
because they refused to take the oaths. These were mainly Christians or thought- 
ful pagans. lf we put ourselves in any one of these categories, we realise at 
once the emotional strain involved. 


"The Christian Council of enya is seeking with the full backing of the 
African churches and the Government and in co-operation with the Rehabilitation 
Department, to provide teams of Africans and overseas friends for the purpose of 
training community leaders and the development of youth work, to work amongst 
women, to help to train village elders and to work in community centres in 
Nairobi. This is where Inter-Church Aid comes in. 


"A group of African men said to me ‘Ask our friends to come among us and 
work and live with us; we need them and they will be respected because of their 
work', This presents a challenge to British men and women of goodwill, as well 
as to all members of the churches in the world to whom the African Christians have 


appealed for help." E.P.S., Geneva 
SuEDEN Developments at the Northern Ecumenical Institute 


At a meeting of the board of the Northern Ecumenical Institute at Sigtuna 
(founded in 194), Sweden, at which Bishop Manfred Bjorkquist presided, the 
Bishop of lceland, Ur, Asmundur Gudmundsson, was elected chariman of the 
Institute. 


It was agreed to hold a conference for Christian journalists and other 
pressmen from the Northern countries in Finland this spring. It was also de- 
cided to hold a Northern conference on Christianity and Justice next autumn 
for lawyers and theologians, as a continuation of a previous conference on the 
same subject in Norway, Finally a big Northern ecumenical gathering is to be 
held in Sigtuna in the summer of 1956. B.P.S., Geneva 
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NETHERLANDS Invitation from Moscow Church 


The Fatriarchate of the Russian Urthodox Church of iloscow has invited the 
Ecumenical Council of Churches in the Netherlands to send a delegation to 
visit the Russian Urthodox Church early this year. The Moscow Church leaders said 
they hoped the delegation would include Professor Berkelbach van der Sprenkel, 
who until quite recently was Chairman of the tcumenical Council. He has just 
sent in his resignation, however, owing to ill-health. With this invitation the 
Russian Urthodox Church for the first time officially approaches the member 


churches of the Ecumenical Louncil of the Netherlands. E.P.S., Veneva 
FINLAND President Paasikivi Opens Church Drive 


(Helsinki) - The annual "Common Nesponsibility" drive of the Church of Finland 
wasopened on January 30th by Dr, J.K, Paasikivi, President of the Republic. 


In his radio speach President Paasikivi emphasized the importance of the social 
work of the church. Last year the drive amounted to 80 million finnish marks. The 


money that will be collected this year will be used for the care of disabled and 
sick persons and for the education of deaconesses. The drive will be carried 


our by 20.000 voluntary workers, E.P.S., Veneva 
DENMARK Week of Prayer Rally 


(Copenhagen) - vYuring the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18-25), 
about one thousund listeners met ina big hall in the centre of Copenhagen. 
The lecturers were one Baptist and two Lutheran members of the Danish Evanston- 
representatives. The Kvanston-film was performed for the first time in Denmark, 
and a boys! choir sang church music including - for the first time in Denmark - 
the Georgia. Harkness hymn "Hope of the World", which was especially composed 
for the Second Assemhly of the WCC at Evanston. 


Altogether between 100 and 200 lectures have been given. oe the Benet 
Evanston-representatives all over the country. A photo display is planned in 
connection with an ecumenical conference in September this year..E.P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Government Modifies Devree on Leases of Church Sites 


(Johannesburg) - The government has modified slightly a decree attacked by 
South African religious leaders as an attempt to silence church criticism of the 
regime's racial policies, 


Religious News Service (New York) reports that the decree, issued last 
October (see E.P.S, No, 44, 1954), provided that leases of church sites in native 
urban locationswould be cancelled if the churches encouraged "deterioration in the 
relations" between Africans and the government, . 


wodification of the measure was annonced by Dr, W.M. Hiselen, Secretary for 
Native Affairs, in a letter to the Durban City Council. the council had criti- 
cized the decree as a threat to religious bodies doing valuable work in pro- 
viding nursery schools, clinics, recreation and social activities for the. 
natives, 


Dr, Kiselen told the council that churches offending under the decree would 
be given a chance to "put their house in order" before any lease cancellation. 
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Where churches “allow sites leased to them to be used for activities 
tending to encourage deterioration in relationship between the natives and the 
government or those aimed at defiance or breach of the law, the government 
intends to give notice that the leases will be cancelled if there is any recur-— 
rence within a year)! he added. 3 


Dr. Eiselen added that he wanted to be able to prevent the use of the sites | 
for "possible subversive activities carried out under the cloak of religion." The 
Ven. R.P.Y. Rouse, Vicar General of the Anglican Diocese of Johannesburg, de- = 
clared diocesan authorities had received similar assurances "that leases would 
not be cancelled automatically and immediately." The assurances were received 
following a letter of ie eara sent by Bishop Ambrose Reeves in Lecember, | 

E.P.S., Geneva 


Inter-Communion between the Anglican and the Northern Churches 


The Anglican Church has now officially decided to admit lutheran Christians 
from the Norwegian, Danish, and lcelandic churches to the communiom table. The 
resolution, passed by the AnglicansConvocation of Canterbury, reads as follows: 


"Baptized and confirmed members of the churches of Norway, Denmark, and 
Iceland may when staying in #ngland and in cases where they are cut off from their 
own churches, be allowed to receive the Holy Communion in the Anglican Church," 


The Anglican Church already has full inter-communion with the Swedish and 
Finnish ‘utheran Churches. The aboved mentioned resolution is the result of 
negotiations that have been carried on since 1947 at the instigation of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury between representatives of the Anglican, the Norwegian, 


the Danish, and the Icelandic Churches. In these negotiations the problem of the 


apostolic succession has been a special difficulty, as these three northern 
churches do not have it and have no desire of introducing it. £&.P.5., Geneva 


GERMANY . Evangelical Church for Peace and Reunion 


(Hanover) - A Church Conference was held at Hanover on February 3rd consisting 
of members of all the "Landeskirchen" on both sides of thetiron curtain! In 
accordance with the suggestions made by this Conference, the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany decided to send the following message to the 
churches in Eastern and Western Germany: 


"The Evangelical Church feels that it has a clear task at the present time, 
Like all the German people, it urgently desires the reunion of the German 
people, and will do whatever it can help to bring about this reunion, The Church 
warns people against the false hope that the existing tensions in the world, and 
particularly the splitting of Germany, could be overcome by means of war. The 
Church of Christ works to promote peace. 


Some voices in the Evangelical Church have drawn attention to the seriousness 
of the present situation in international politics. This has given rise tc the 
false impression that the Evangelical Church as such ought to make a definite 
decision about the Paris Agreements, in fulfilment of its task as a Church. 

But it is our conviction that direct instructions concerning this decision 
cannot be found in the Gospel, for these reasons we once again recommend all 
pastors to exercise the greatest res-rve whenever they speak in public. .The 
questions involved are questions of political insight and political responsi- 


es a a * 


re. 


No. 6 - February 11, 1955 Maree ert: ‘ 38 


bility, which we are convinced must be decided by our conscience, through which s 
God speaks to us. , 
The more obedient the Church is in preaching the Gospel, the better will it a 

be able to arouse its members' sense of political responsibility and at the same a 
time to strengthen their trust in the bord God, who alone can preserve us from 4 
evil and maintain peace." | E.P.S., Geneva : 
‘ 

NORWAY The Church Needs 260 New Pastors i 


The Norwegian National Church has at present 950 permanent: livings, but a 
committee appointed by the Church's Clergymen's Association has estimated that 
263 more pastors are necessary if the Church's needs are to be satisfied. With 
a total of 1.213 permanent livings there woulu be an average of 2.680 congre- 
gation members per clergyman—- ea against 2424 [iscommittee haspublished its 
wishes after a thorough analysis of conditions in each congregation. The greatest 
problem to-day is over-sized congregations, The committee suggests that by 
dividing the parishes 160 new parishes should be formed, E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES : Technical Training of Missionaries Needed 


(New York) - Today's most urgent need in the “iudle and Far Kast is for mission- 
aries technically trained to take better methods of farming, nutrition and child 
care into rural villages and able to train others for the same work, an. agri- 
cultural specialist said in New York. 


Addressing foreign mission: leaders, Mr, John H. Heisner, who is consultant to 
the Rural Missions Cooperating Committee of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. and has just returned from four months in Asia and the 
Middle East, reported on village extension programmes now carried on by such 
mission centres as Allahabad Agricultural institute in India, Assiut College 
in Egypt, Jibrail Rural lraining Ventre in Lebanon and several colleges in the 
Philippines. Rural mission work in recent years has expande faster in the 
Philippines than in any country he visited, Mr. Reisner said. A new training 
institute for rural pastors in Japamwill be given next summer at the International 
Christian University in Tokyo. 


Urging mission board leaders to train more missionaries in the techniques ofthe 
village extension programme, Mr. Reisner siad: 


"lost of the people of the Middle and Far East live in rural areas. We urgent- 
ly need missionaries who can go out to the villages and help rural people meet 
basic needs in health, farming, and family life." But "today's rural missionary 
must not only be able to teach and give demonstrations, but must know how to 
train local Christians for village leadership.,.’The missionary overseas is no 
longer the man out in front", the agricultural specialist said, "he is the man in 
the background, encouraging, training and helping local Uhristian leaders," 


lr, Heisner cited current training programmes for rural Christian leaders 
and pastors given in Allahabad in India, and at Silliman University College of 
Theology and Central University in the philippines, 


During his four months abroad, Wr, Keisner, visited Lebanon, Jordan, eS 
iran and lraq in the “iddle Hast, and India, Japan, Formosa, Sorea, the Philip- 


pines, Hong Kong, and Thailand in the Far East. Une trend he reported was the 
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beginning of a new "creative and helpful" cooperation between U.S. Protestant 
missionaries and more ancient Christian bodies such as the Orthodox and 
Coptic churches. 


Citing the Orthodox and Coptic delegates at rural church conferences he 
attended in Lebanon and Egypt, Mr. Reisner said: "U.S, Protestants already co- 
operate with Yrthodox and Coptic leaders in the world Council of Churches, We 
must encourage this same kind of cooperation in local communities." 

E.P.S., YVeneva 


| GERMANY The Church and World Missions 


At the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Gorlitz (East Zone), Bishop 
Hornig reported on the lively interest taken in world missions by the churches 
in the Eastern Zone. The Bistop said: "We agree with the mission-house of the 
Berlin Mission that in every group in our churches — among the young people, in 
the men's groups and in the women's organisations - people should be found 
who assume responsibility for the cause of missions. Fétes, lectures and 
collections in aid of missions are certainly important, and none of these 
efforts is to be despised, however small. But the most important thing is to enzis 
list people who have the causs of world missions at heart, who live, work, make 
sacrifices and pray for missions," 


Bishop Hornig was speaking to a church in the district of Gorlitz which 
contributed DM. 2,500 last year to missions, The whole province gave DM. 25,000 
to missions, E.P.S., Geneva 


FORMOSA . The Taiwan Lutheran Church Established 


(Taipei) - The Taiwan Lutheran Church (Taiwan Hsin i Hui) has been organized in 
Taipei by thirteen lutheran congregations with a combined membership of some 
1,000 baptized members. 


The new church body, whose first congregation was established less than four 
years ago, is associated with the Taiwan butheran Mission, a union of missic# 
aries from sight sending boards which were formerly associated with the lutheran 
Church of China. Seven officers, including two American missionaries, were 
elected and form the Church Council, which is responsible for the general direct- 
ion of the Synod's programme. They wili serve for one year, 


Represented in the new Church are the Augustana lutheran Church, Evangelical 
lutheran Church, Danish Missionary Society, lutheran Brethren, ‘utheran Free 
Church, Norwegian Evangelical Free Church, Norwegian Jutheran Mission and 


_ Norwegian Missionary Society. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY 7 Principles for German Television 


The Protestant and Catholic Television Commissions have worked out "principles 
for the German television programme" and sent them to the authorities responsible 
for German television, In America and Italy the Commissions drew up detailed 
codes, In Germany they confined themselves to general directives, which leave 
those responsible for the television programmes scope to make their decisions in 
each different case, 


. 3 
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Concerning the protection of religious sentimeant,the principles state: 
"Television must not broadcast any programme which might distunb religious con- 
cord. If God is referred to or described, and when different forms of worship and 
church symbols are represented, this calls for great reverence. Nothing must be 
shown that is blasphemous, contemptuous or destructive of faith or which might 
prove hurtful to religious .sentiment." 


Furthermore, television programmes must not be so "high-brow and intellect- 
ually snobbish" in tendency that they are above the heads of ordinary viewers. 
On the other hand they must not desccnd to the purely popular level by playing 
on people's love of sensation in a manner incompatible with human dignity. 


Television possesses "unique opportunities for building bridges between 
people of different classes, positions, nations, cultures and races", It is its 
duty "to support every effort to improve mutual understanding and develop a 
spirit of collaboration, tolerance and respect for life," Marriage must not be 
made a butt for humour, and television must show the family in a favourable 
light. There must be no violent scenes which might have a dangerous influence 
on young people. Scenes of crime and violence should on no account be shown, 
because there is a risk of their stimulating viewers to behave in the same way, 

B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES C.C,[.A. Memorandum on U.N. Ninth Assembly Issues | 
(New York) - "Vision and imagination" characterized the decisions of the Ninth 


Session of the U.N. General Assembly in regard to peaceful use of atomic energy. 
The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs said this in evaluating 
the Assembly's work. This appraisal was contained in the introductory paragraph 
to a report which the C.C.1.A, regularly makes to its member churches around the 
world at the close of each U.N, session, 


The C,C.I.A. with Sir Kenneth Grubb as Chairman is the joint commission of 
the world-Council of Churches and the Intemational Missionary Council; it has 
member commissions in twenty-two countries. Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde is the Director, 
Dr. Richard M, Fagley is the Executive Secretary. Dr. Elfan Rees is the permanent 
representative in Europe, 


The C.C.1,A, also had special commendation for the U.N.'s treatment of "the 
refugee problem within the mandate of the U.N, High Commissioner", “but regretted 
it was impossible for the General Assembly to make substantial progress in 
relation to solving the problems of Palestine and unification of Korea, The 
C.C.1,A. found some satisfaction, however, even in this area, in the U.N,'s 
etforts "to keep the situation from deteriorating at a time when the prerequi- 
sites for solution had not yet been met." 


(m certain issues, e.g. that of non-self-governing territories, and of 
human rights, the C,C,1.A, warned that "the Assembly seemed in danger of becoming 
too much a prisoner of its history and , in repeating familiar arguments, to 
lack the creative spark on which progress must depend," 


Urging churchmen to greater concern over U.N. activities, the document said: 
"As the United Nations approaches the completion of its first decade it is 
highly important that non-governmental organizations... as well as governments, 
should devote the same care to the development of the U.N. that was given to the 
formulation of the Charter ten years ago." 


See 
y 
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Taking up each of nineteen points dealt with by the Ninth Session of the 
Assembly, the memorandum gives the background, the reasons for church concern, 
and the procedure followed by C.0,1.A. in expressing that church concern at 
high U.N. levels. The memorandum also indicates what action was taken in each 
case by the General Assembly, showing to what degree it accords with the mind of 
the churches as expressed in their oificial pronouncements, 


In regard to "Regulation, Limitation and Reduction of Armaments," for instance 
the memorandum gives details of the presentation by the C.¥,I.A, to the U.N, ; 
Celegates, of the statements on disarmament ccniained in the report cn "Christians 
in the Struggle for World Community", which was received by the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, 1llinois in August 1954, This state- 


ment amplified at length the position that the churches should, without forsaking 


their conviction that all weapons of war are evil, press for restraints in their 
use. Recognizing the need for effective international inspection and control, 
"Christians in all lands", said the statement, "must plead with their governments 
to be patient and persistent in their search for means to limit weapons and 
advance disarmament." | 


While not suggesting any casual relationship, the ¥.C,.I.A. notes with 
satisfaction that U.N. delegates of Canada, France, the United Kingdom, the United 
States and the U.5.5.R. all joined in sponsoring a major resolution on disarma- 
ment which was unanimously adopted on Nov. 4, calling on the Disarmament Commis- 
sion to make further efforts along exactly these lines. 


The memorandum calls attention also to the wide church support given to 
President Kisenhower's proposals before the U.N, for the development of the 
peaceful uses of atomic power through an International Atomic Energy Agency, and 
to the backing given to this idea in the report on international affairs received 
by the World Council Assembly at Evanston, These apparently almost unanimous 
convictions of the churches were transmitted by the C.C,1I.A, to all U.N, delegates. 
In this case also, the U.N. resolution seemed at least an initial step toward 
the position the churches had advocated, 


In regard to the refugee question, the C.C,1.A. supported the U.N. High 
Commissioner's programme and his proposed budget for dealing with permanent 
solution and emergency aid. The C.U.1.4. carried on intensive consultations with 
U.N. delegates, and sent a special letter on the subject to all members of 
U.N. Committee III, which initially debated the high Commissioners': proposal. 


As a result of the U.N. action on the matter, a new combined United Nations Re- 
fugee Fund of $ 16mill.asbeing established for the period 1954-58. C.C.1.,A. 
officials said that this indicates a next task for the churches and church 
members -- to urge their own government to participate in the fund. 


Aside from these matters, the C.C.1.A. memorandum - which will be distributed 
to over 300 Christian leaders, including members of the C,l.1.A., representatives 
of the national ©.C.1,A, , and member churches and member ©uncils of the U.C.1I.A,'s 
parent bodies - deals with the following topics on which this Ninth Session of the 
Assembly took action and indicates in what ways each one was of special concern to 
the churches and the C,.U.,1,A,: Korea: Unification and Rehabilitation, reconstruction; 
Detention and Imprisonment of U.N. Military Personnel; Palestine; Human HKights: 


_International Covenants, Status of women in Private Law, Freedom of Information, 
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Forced Labour; Question of Race Conflict in South Africa; Treatment of People 

of Indian Urigin in Youth Africa; Economic and Social Development; Programmes 
of Technical Assistance, Economic Vevelopment of Under-developed Countries, A 
World Food Reserve; United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) ; Non-Self-Governing 
Territories; Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories, heport of the 
Trusteeship Council, Question of South West Africa, the Togoland Unification 
Problem; Admission of New wlembers; w rocco and Tunisia; west Irtan (west New 
Guinea); Cyprus; Complaint of Burma 3 International Law Commission; irae hase? 

of Defining Aggression. 


The Memorandum may be obtained on request through the C.C.I.A. 
E.P.S,, Geneva 
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World Council of Churches!’ Executive Committee Meeting 


(Geneva) — The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches decided 

at its Geneva Meeting from February 7-ll, 1955, to hold its first meeting in 
1956 in Australia on condition that the Australian member churches were agreed, 
The dates of the meeting are February 6-10, 1956, The Committee sent a cable 

to the Australian Council for the World Council of Churches which was con- 
currently in session. Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft, the World Council's General 
secretary, commented subsequently that it signified that it was the World 
Council's purpose to be in fact as well as in name at the service of Christians 
in the world as a whole. 


It was decided to hold the meeting of the World Council's full Central 
Committee of 90 members at Davos, Switzerland, from August 2-9, 1955. Two 
themes were set down for special consideration at this conference. They are: 
1) "The nature of our unity in the World Council of Churches"; 2) "The 
implications of Christian unity for a) inter—church aid in relation to the 
technically under-developed countries, b) inter-racial tensions", 


National Councils 


The Committee took steps to implement the decisions of the Evanston 
Assembly concerning associating National Councils with the World Council of 
Churches. Before the Assembly 7 National Councils had the right to send fraternal 
delegates to meetings of the world Council of Churches' Central Committee, 
These councils wre in Australia, Canada, China, india, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States, 


The new relationship will be established only in countries where the council 
concerned consists wholly or to a large extent of churches which hold member- 
ship in the World Council of Uhurches. 


The am of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Commission of the VUhurches on International Affairs 


In receiving reports on the work done on behalf of the churches during the 
recent United Nations' General Assembly, the Committee heard speeches by Sir 
Kenneth Grubb (United Kingdom) and Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde (U.S.A.). 


Sir Kenneth Grubb and Dr. Nolde will be visiting Cyprus in order to con- 
fer with bishops of the Greek Uhurch, concerning the claim of many Cypriots for 
"enosis" (union of Cyprus and Greece). He said that a visit would also be made 
to representatives of the Church of Greece in Athens, 


Dr. Nolde, reviewing the progress of the work of the Disarmament Commission 
in the United Ne’icns, commentec: "Whereas the U.S.5.R. rejected the proposals 
put forward ty France and the United Kingdom when suggestions for reduction of 
armaments were put forward in London, the Soviet itself moved for the setting 
up of a convention to work along the lines originally suggested by France and 
the United Kingdom when the matter was again raised recently in New York."Dr, 
Nolde said that the change that had been brought about was "a direct reflection 
of the emphasis of the churches." 


After hearing the reports of the officers of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, the Committee passed the following resolutions: 


"The Executive Committee has noted the report of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs on its activities to give effect to decisions 
taken at the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches and on its con- 
tinuing programme dealing both with long-range problems and with immediate 
critical international issues. In accepting this report the Committee desires to 
encourage the continuation of the Commission of the Churches on Intemational 
Affaixs:programme in its varied aspects, but expresses the view that two issues - 
the situation in Formosa, and certain aspects of the problem of Europe arising 
out of the Paris Agreement - are of such urgency as to call for special re- 
ference. Accordingly, 


I. With respect to Formosa, the Executive Committee 
(i) Requests the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
to give special attention to this problem, emphasising relevant principles 
enunciated at Evanston and by the Commission-of the UVhurches on Inter- 
national Affairs, such as: 


(a) The need for patience and restraint in seeking a just solution, 

(bo) Caution against the risks of unilateral action. 

(c) The importance of utilising to the fullest extent facilities for 
mediation and arbitration through the United Nations or by such other means 
as are in harmony with the principles and purposes of the United Nations' 
Charter, j 

(d) The possibilities inhering in the use of the United Nations Peace 
Observation Commission, 


(ii) Expresses the hope that, upon the effecting of a cease-fire in such 
a way as to ensure adherence to its provisions serious effort will be made 
to reach lonrer-range agreement on the status and position of Formosa in re- 


lation to the mainland of China in the framework of the total world situation, 


II. (i) With regard to Europe, the Executive Committee welcomes conversations 
already proposed between churchmen in Western countries and in those of 
Rastern Europe, and trusts that the results of these and other discussions 
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may be available to such conferences as may be held in the near future for 
the furthering of mutual understanding, 


(ii) The Committee looks forward to the convening of a major conference 

in 1956 under the auspices of the Vivision of Studies and the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs to deal with the Evanston reports 
of Section III and IV, and to include representatives of the churches in 
Fastern and Western Hurope, the United Singdom and America, 


(iii) As a further step in consideration of the European problem and, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Paris Agreement yet to be ratified 
involves issues of great importance on which Christians take different 
positions, the Committee also recommends that the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs in consultation with the Division of Studies should 
encourage conversations between churchmen of Western Europe, Eastern Hurope, 
and America to consider Christian responsibility in the new situation; and, 
as may be required in response to requests, should assist in the organisation 
of regional conferences," 


The Churches in the South African Situation 


The Executive Committee — received reports on the church situation in South 
Africa, The reports were delivered by Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert and Dr. Norman 
Goodall, whd recently attendec the first inter-racial church meeting held in 
South Africa for many years, the Johannesburg Lbonference between fnglish~speaking, 
Afrikaans and Bantu church leaders (see E.P.S. No. 49, 1954). 


"Looking back on the conference," Dr. Cavert said "at is clear to 
me that the kvy to the solution of the racial and ethnic tensions of South 
Africa is really in the hands of the churches... But to be at all realistic 
one cannot help wondering whether there is time for the leaven to do its work 
before it is too late," 


The Executive Committee asked the Division of Studies of the world Council 
to make the relation of the Church to racial problems a subject of continuous 
concern. It was agreed that a staff secretary should in future provide information 
and guidance arising out of a world-wide Christian approach to the problems, 


World Council Aid for Kenya 


After hearing reports on the present situation in Kenya, the Executive 
Committee of the World Council of Churches approved plans to help the churches 
with tne rehabilitation of ex-Wau-wllau. The Council's Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees will support the appeal of the Christian Uouncil 
of Kenya for the work, which will be carried through in active association with 
government authorities (see E.P.S. No. 29, 1954). :; 


Invitations for Next Assembly 


The Executive considered possible sites for its next world Assembly. It is 
expected that the Assembly, which will be the third, will be held in 1960. 
Invitations had already been extended to hold it in Tokyo or on the Island of 
Rhodes. The invitation to Japan came through the National Christian Council in 
that country. The invitation to Rhodes was extended by the Church of Greece with 
the ‘support of the Greek Government, 


La ae es PS we ee | ~t aes Soe 


ee hp eee ee Fee Se ee 


ae “. me 2 
ES RG a a ee 


ene hae 


No. 7 - February 18, 1955 -4- 46 


A new development took place during the Executive's meeting. Bishop Utto 
Dibelius of berlin spoke for the member churches in Germany. He extended a warm 
invitation to the world Vouncil to hold its third Assembly in Germany. Dr. Nie- 
moller the head of the External Relations Uffice of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany was also present in the Executive's méeting and confirmed the invitation, 
which was received by the Executive with gratification and referred to the 
world Council's Central Committee for consideration along with the two previous 
invitations received. 


Orthodox Bishop for Geneva 


A further development came from the Urthodox Church through the represent- 
ative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, Bishop James of Phila 
delphia. The Bishop announced that His Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch had 
consecrated Father James Koukouzis in Constantinople on February 6 as Bishop 
of Malta. The new Bishop is to reside in Geneva, where he has been designated 
as the representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch to the World Council of 
Churches, He will maintain close liaison with all sides of the work of the World 
Council of Churches, In announcing the appointment to the Committee, Bishop 
James said "The Bishop of Malta will help explain the World Council of Churches 
to the Orthodox churches and bring the contribution of Orthodoxy to the World 
Council's Headquarters. He has a great knowledge of the position of those 
churches and will also be able to give guidance about help for Orthodox refugees,'"! 


The Chairman of the Executive, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (lutheran UY SE Be! 
énd the Gereral Secretary of the World Council of Cruzches; Dr. Viaser'!tiHooft, 
Eeid thet the sending af the Fishop of Malta to Geneva was. thesrealisation of 
a hope that the World Council had entertained for some years -— that a represent- 
ative of the Orthodox world could have a special relationship with the staff 


of the Council, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES John Mott Buried in Washington Cathedral 


(Washington, D.C.) - Funeral services were held for John K, Mott in Washington 

(D.C.) Cathedral on Monday, February 7, (see E.P.S. No. 5,6). He was buried 

in the chapel of St. Joseph of Arimathea in the Cathedral. Dr. Mott died at his 
home in Orlando, Florida, on January 31. Services were held in Urlando's First 

Methodist Church on February 2. A memorial service in New York City was planned 
by the international Christian organizations to whose growth and work the life 

of this ecumenical statesman was so wholeheartedly devoted. Participating in 


the Cathedral service were bishop Angus Dun; the Kev, Francis B, Sayre, Jr.; 


and Bishop Herbert C, Welch, 


Though a Methodist layman, Dr. Mott was a canon of Washington Cathedral 
(Episcopal), and held an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from the Orthodox 
Theological Seminary in Paris, 


The British Council of Churches has held a Memorial Service for the late 
Dr, John RK, Mott, held at the Church of St, Martin-in-the-Fields, London, on 
Thursday, February i7th. The speaker was the Bishop of Chichester. E.P.S. Geneva 


INDIA Prospect of Reconciliation in Jacobite Church 


The Syrian Peace League (A Youth Body belonging to both sections of the 
Jacobite Church) has launched an Upavasa Yagna (oblation of fasting and prayer) 
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for reconciliation in the church. For over forty years now litigation has been 
going on between two sections. A decision was given by the Supreme Court early 
last year referring the case back to the High Court of Travancore State. Nego- 
tiations for reconciliation were then resumed. Talks between official represent- 
atives from both sides were progressing and both parties accepted the principle 
of autonomy for the Church in Malabar under a Catholicate. Then on certain 
issues of detail the negotiations broke down. 


The Peace League, which for the past few years has been actively exercised 
over this question, thereupon convened a number of conferences. The League sub- 
mitted a set of terms. After time for consideration by the Heads of both parties 
the League passed the following resolution on December 26th, "This meeting very 
humbly requests the Catholicosand Metropolitan Mar Julius (the Delegate of the 
Patriarch of Antioch) and the other Bishops of the Church that peace be effected 
in the Church either by both parties accepting the terms offered by the Peace 
League or by arriving at other mutually acceptable terms, before 7 p.m. on the 
27th January '55, If however this request is not heeded, it is resolved that the 
Peace League as per its previous decision launch an Upavasa Yagna from 7 p.m. on 
the 27th January in front of the Puthenangady Uhurch which has been locked up 
for some time now because of litigation," 


At a public meeting held at Kottayam after a huge Jatha (a procession chanting 
Hymrs) the League announced that its president Sri T.M. Chacko and the convener 
of its Action Committee Sri K.E. Mammen (a member of the Fellowship) were 
launching the Upavasa Yagna. Two priests from either side and 2 members of 
Parliament addressed the meeting. They describec the Peace league as the only 
ray of hope for the Church which was for about half century been sinking in the 
mire of litigation. 1+t may be recalled at this juncture that the late Bishop 
Gore and Lord Halifax had tried in vain to effect a reconciliation in this dis- 
pute. 


Sri MM. Kurien is a member of the louth Committee of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (India). Another grewpi consists of two young priests from 
each of the parties. The Satyagraphis (non-violent resisters) take only orange 
juice and water. They spend their time in meditation and prayer. The condition 
of one of them is causing anxiety. 


A number of leading priests from both sides have completely identified 
themselves with the movement and lead in prayers and meditation held continously 
on the spot where the Satyagtaha (non-violent resistance) is offered. 


Then, on February lst, all the Bishops of the Patriarch's section and some 
of the leading laymen came as a body and announced the good news of their’ 
acceptance of terms given by the Peace League. 

? m_ Now’ the Bishops and leaders of the other section are ee 
deeply exercised. B.P.S., Geneva 


Graduate School Term Ends 


"You must always remember that the object of theecumenical movement is not 
to establish a great international organisation, but to bring about renewal 
of the individual churches." with these words the Rector of the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey near Geneva, Professor Hendrik Kraemer, bade farewell to 
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the participants of the third course of the Graduate School. "Christian unity", 
Professor Kraemer continued, "can only be valid and memingful if it springs 
from the renewal of the individual churches." 


The Graduate School course which came to a close after four and a half 
months of intensive work, had had 20 participants primarily from outside 
Kurope. Apart from central-Huropean countries, Great Britain and Greece, re- 
presentatives had come from Brazil, Mexico, the U.S.A., China, Indonesia and 
New Zealand. Such international participation meant that the work had had on 
a small scale the world-wide character of the ecumenical movement and that 
the study going on in the churches was reflected in a lively exchange among 
the students. "The Graduate School, a joint enterprise of the Werld Council 
and of the theological faculty of the University of Geneva, aims to be a place 
of inspiration", the Dean of the Theological Faculty of the University of Geneva, 
Prof. Courvoisier, emphasised in his farewell adéress, "Furthermore this has 
always been the aim of the founders of the University of Geneva, which will 
soon be able to look back on 40U years of activity." The presentation of the 
diploma was then a symbolic act serving to remind students that they could 
at all times consider themselves members of the University of Geneva. 


Professor Kraemer then asked those who had received the diploma, if they would 
send in after six months their impressionsof Bossey to the head of the Institute 
for the benefit of future Graduate School courses, and so that the Ecumenical 
Institute might fulfill its task with greater effectiveness, E.P.S., Geneva 
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Meeting of European Council of World's Student 
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BCUMBENICAL CALENDAR 


W.C,C. Youth Department Working Committee 


Ceonstii-ticn cn University culture and human 
community (organized jointly by the W.S.C.F.. 
end Pax Romana), Ecum, Institute 


Y.M.C.A,, Executive Centennial Conference 
Committee 


Y.M.C.A., President's Committee of the World's 
Committee 


RAVEMCCO Meeting on Mass Communication 
Y.M.C.A., Executive Mainau International Centre 


Internat, Committee on the Christian Approach to 
the Jews, Conference on Jewish questicns, Ecclnst. 


W,C.C. Department of Faith and Order, Meeting of 
The Asian Theol. Commission on Worship 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference of Philosophers 
and Theologians 


Near East Ecumenical Youth Leader Consultation 
Conference on fducation of the Luth. World Feder. 


Meeting-of International Committee for Evangeliz- 
apiono (eu yoemeo cOsns) 


Commission on Education of the luth, World Fed. 


Consultaticn of European representatives of High 
School Christian Movements in Europe (W,S.C.F.) 


Ecumenical Youth Leader's Meeting 


Ecumen, Institute, Ecumenical Training Course for 
Youth Leaders 


Christian Movements 


Beumen. Institute, Work Camp Leaders! Meeting 


Ecumen, Institute, Consultation on Education with=- 


in the Armed Forces 


Annual Consultation W.C.C. Division Inte: Ghuxch 


Aid and Service to Refugees 


'Ecumen, Institute, Course for Missionaries on 


Furlough 
W.C.C,E.S.S.A, Conference "Latin" Countries 


Brethren Service Commission, Yearly Church Con-’ 
ference in the United States 
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Ecumen. institute, Conference on the Nursing Pro- fils j 
fession and its main issues today Bossey Fi 
W.C.C, Training work Camp Brazil 
Meeting of the Executive of the Intern, Congreg- :: 
ational Council at the Ecumen. Institute Bossey i 
World's Y.W.C,A, Seminar on the International 
Responsibility of a World Christian Movement Geneva 
South Africa Sub-Committee of the lutheran Upsala/ 4 
World Federation Sweden 
Baptist world Alliance London 
Executive Committee meeting of the World Presbyt- Crét-Bérard/ 
erian Alliance (World Alliance of Reformed » Switzerland 
Churches ) 
Ecumen. Institute, Course for Theological Students Bossey 
Commission on World Missions of the lutheran Jarvenpaa/ 
World Federation Finland 
Joint Committee of the W.C.C,. and the I.M.C, ? 
First Presbyterian Conference of Latin America Campinas/Brazil 
W.C.C. Department on Evangelism, Consultation on 
"Christianity and non-Christian Religions" Switzerland 
w.C.C, Department on Church and Society (Tentative )Switzerland 
XVth Congress of the International Association 
for Liberal Christianity and Religious Freedom Belfast/lreland 
wW.C.C. Divisional and Departmental working Davos/.* 9 es) | 
Committees Switzerland 
World's Y,M.C.A, Consultation on Leadership Crét Bérard/ 
Needs of the Y.W»C.A. . Switzerland 
C.C.1.A. Executive Davos/ Switzld, 
W.C.C. Executive Committee Davos/Switzld. 
Annual Conference of the World's Student Biévres/ 
Christian Federation France 
N.C.C.E.S.S.A. Board of Managers Pittsburg 
W.C.C, Central Committee 7 Davos/Switzld. 4 
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Y.W.C.A, and W.S.C.F. France vad 
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Sept. 4-8 United Bible Societies' Regional Conference Boldern/Zurich 
Sept. 17-18 World's Y.W.C.A. Executive Committee London 
Sept. 19-25 Youth Conference of Latin Countries Baléares/Spain 
Sept. Brethren Service Commission, Yearly Conference Kassel/ 

of European workers Germany 
Sept. ~W.C.C, Department on Faith and Order, Meeting of Copenhagen/ 
the European Section of the Theol. Comm. on Denmark 
Tradition and Traditions 
Pot, 1 Eeumen, Institute, First part of the 1955/56 

- Dec... 31 Session of the Graduate School of Ecumen. Studies Bossey 

October Kuropean Ecumenical Youth Secretaries Consultation ? 
Nov, 12-22 All-Africa Conference for Lutheran Churches Marangu/ 
Tanganyika 
Dec. 28 Leadership Training Course for South American Cochabamba/ 
- Jan, 10 Student Christian Movements Bolivia 
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Conference of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran world Federation 


(Vienna) - The Annual Conferonce of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran 
World Federation (February 14-19, 1955) was opened under the Chairmanship of 
the President of the Lutheran World Federation, Bishop Dr. Hanns Lilje.. 


Bishop Dr, Gerhard May welcomed the members and guests on behalf of the 
Evangelical Church of the Augsburgian Confession in Austria. In his word of 
welcome, he especially emphasized the relations between Vienna and the history 
of lutheranism and the Reformation. At present, he said, the Lutheran Church 
of Austria as a Minority Church welcomed very mush the strengthening it received 
by the fact that it was united with the other lutheran Churches in the world, 
and that it could be assured it did not stand alone, With regard to the relations 
between Church and State in Austria, he was happy to call these relations in 
all correctness a most cordial one. He regretted however, that this was more 
based on personal friendly relations, than on a clear legal agreement. 


Opening Address of the President 


Bishop Dr, Hanns Lilje based his opening address on a review of the entire 
situation of the Church in our century. The Bishop then mentioned especially 
the role of lutheranism in the ecumenical movement, The 6cumenical movement 
can already be called the sign of our age, and the Lutheran Churches had no 
intention whatsoever of counteracting this development. Evanston has been for 
the lutherans a most remarkable event in the history of the Church, While in 
the Roman Church the doctrinal authority of the Pope has takelBiace which 
was formerly filled by the Councils of the Churches, the ecumenical movement 
continues the discussion of the Churches with eachother. This calls for coope 
eration, but also for self-examination on the part of the lutheran Churches, 
As a special sign of this cooperation, Bishop Dr. Hanns Lilje pointed to the 
prescnce of the Vice-President of the lutheran World Federation, Dr. Franklin 
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Clark Fry, who is at the same time Chairman of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches. In the ecumenical movement the way in which the 
lutheran Church understands itself has a special possibility and a special 
bearing. Through its various 'confessionalisms" might be avoided. According to 
Lutheran understanding there could be no other sign of the Church than the pre- 
sence of Christ in Word and Sacrament. 


Report of the Executive Secretary 


In his report,the Executive Secretary of the lutheran World Federation, 
Dr, Carl E. Lund“Quist, emphasized the contribution of iutheranism to the 
ecumenical moveuent. 'Evanston", he said, "has shown that because the Lutherans 
had longed to work together, a greater contribution was made by them to the 
ecumenical work than would have been possible without the Federation." 


New Member Churches 


The Executive Committee of the iutheran World Federation voted unanimously 
to accept four Churches as new member churches of the Federation, They are the 
Evangelical Church of Pomerania (Germany) with 650,000 members, the lutheran 
Church of Northern Tanganyika (91, 39U members), the German Evangelical Church 
in Chile (25,000 members), and the Malagasy ‘utheran Vhurch (191,000). 


Visits to the Federal President and Cardinal danitzer 


The officers of the Lutheran World Federation Executive Committe paid 
official visits to several members of the Austrian Government. They were received 
by the Federal President, Dr. H.C. Theodor Korner, by Vice-Chancellor Dr. Adolf 
Scharf, and by the Minister of Education br. Drimmel. Other visits were paid to 
the Federal Chancdlor Ing. Raab and Archbishop Cardinal Innitzer,.All these 
personalities expressed great interest and sympathy in the work of the Lutheran 
world Federation. 


LWF Executive Committee Calls Member Churches to General Assembly, 1957 


"The LWF Executive Committee, assembled in Vienna, extends its greetings to 
all member churches with a cordial invitation to cooperate actively in the 
preparation for the Third General Assembly, which is to take place in U.S.A. 
in summer 1957." With these words, the Executive Committee calls the LWF member 
churches to the General Assembly in 1957. The letter goes on to speak about the 
provisionally formulateu theme of the Assembly, "Free and One Through Christ 
Alone", "We believe," the message says, “that this theme about the freedom of 


a Christian and the true unity of the Ghurch of Christ is in perfect accord 


with the genuine New Testament proclamation and also with the situation and ‘the 
tasks of World Lutheranism today, The great World Assembly of Lutherans gives 
us an opportunity to testify to the one Lord, who has made us free from sin 
and the powers of evil, to the one Church, which we are in Him and to the one 
service, which we owe to the whole world." The letter then calls the member 
churches to take their share in preparation by thinking seriously both among 
theclegicans.and laymen, about what the Holy Scripture and the confessional 
documents say about this topic. The churches are especially called to unity 

in mutual intercession. "We have", the message ends, "in the short history of 
the Lutheran World Federation, experienced so many undeserved blessings. We 
trust that the free and gracious Lord will not cease blessing:us also in 
future, when we ask Him through His spirit and for Christ's sake," 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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From the lutheran Churches in Eastern Europe 


In a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federation 
with representatives from the neighbouring churches of Austria in Vienna 
(see page 1) Bishop Karol Kotula of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in Poland, expressed the thanks of Polish lutherans to the Lutheran 
World Federation. The help of the Lutheran world Federation for the Church of 
Poland in its most difficult time was, the Bishop said, a really great help. 
This aid has made it possible to re-organize the destroyed church and to take 
up the work now. Today the church stands on its own feet, lt is, however, a 
modest church which comprises only about 200,000 souls among 25 millions of 
inhabitants of Poland. There are 381 congregations and preaching stations with 
103 pastors altogether. The church is, however, growing steadily. This can well 
be seen from the increase in the number of its pastors. 


Professor Dr. Niemezyk, who accompanied Bishop Kotula on his journey to 
Vienna, gave details of the Christian Theological Academy, which was founded at 
the end of last year at a place near Warsaw. Prof, Niemezyk, who is himself 
the: director of the newly-established institute, said, that reports according 
to which, following the dissolution of the Theological Faculty of Warsaw Uni- 
versity, the training for the ministry was carried on only in church seminaries, 
were not true. The academy was certainly outside the university, but it was 
still an institution of the state; it had the right to bestow academic degrees and 
its teachers were entitled to be called professors. It had seven ordinary chairs. 
Besides the chairs of biblical, historical, dogmatic and practical theology, a 


new chair had been established for social sciences. 


A steady increase in the number of those Baht in lutheran services, was . 
reported by Bishop Chabada, of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession. 
in Czechoslovakia, to the LiF Executive Committee. "Our annual festivities," 
he said, "are attended not only by our people, but also by people in the whole 
region. We also have," the Bishop went on, "divine services in homes, where 
we officiate at such services, where there are no church or school buildings." 
An Evangelistic campaign is to be carried out during Holy Week. There is re- 
ligious education at pre-confirmation and post-confirmation ages. The. religious 
education in the schools is voluntary. It is noted with satisfaction that this 
year the number of parents, wishing the children to receive religious education 
is much higher than in previous years. The economic life of the church is consti- 
tuted in such a way that the congregations live by their own contributions but 
if a congregation has a deficit, the state pays the difference. the tendency 
is, however, that the congregations become completely independent and the church 
tries to educate its people to achieve this. 


Bishop Friedrich Muller, of the Saxon Lutheran Chureh in Roumania, said that 
his church had suffered very heavy losses through the effects of World War Il. 
"Altogether there are now in Roumania 180,000 Evangelicals with German as the 
language used in preaching the Gospel in 299 congregations, served by 178 pastors. 
The training for the ministry is, since 1949, carried out by a special branch 
of the united Protestant UT} zological Institute at Klausenburg. The language 
used in lectures is German," E.P.S., Geneva 
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ey es RD Representatives in Cyprus 


Last week, Sir Senneth Grubb and Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde, Chairman and 
Director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, visited 
church leaders and governmental officials in Cyprus and Greece. 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs is an agency of the 
World Council of Churches and the Internationaliiissionary Council, It seeks 
to act en questions in which churchmen have an obvious interest and, by pro- 
moting understanding and reconciliation, t® advance world peace, justice, 
security and freedom. 


Concerning Cyprus, the ©.C.1.A. last year passed a resolution at a meeting 
in Chicago which recognised the right of self-determination but lays emphasis 
upon the conditions that must make it possible. This resolution also asked the 
Commission to enter into special consultations. Commenting, Sir Kenneth and 
Dr, Nolde :said.:that. "in pursuit of it that we as Chairman and Virector 

of the Commission went to Greece and Cyprus." 


Sir Kenneth. and Dr. Nolde go on to report: 


"In Athens we were graciously received by their Majesties and we have con- 
sulted with the Prime “inister, the Archbishop of Athens and many other leaders 
of Church and State. While in Cyprus we have had discussions with H.B, the 
Governor, Archbishop wlakarios, the grand Mufti and Heads of the Turkish com— 
munity and of other minorities. It is difficult, even with our preliminary 
study, to assess fairly the many complexities of the problem. Although apparently 
inflexible positions have been assumed we are confident that the goodwill which 
surely exists and the legitimate interests of all parties will make a new and 
constructive approach possible." "With this end in view" the two representatives 
of the C.C.1.4, "ventured" to make the following observations: 


1) te stand by the principles of the resolution we have quoted above. We recog’ 
nize te religious and cultural background which establishes a distinctive re- 
lationship between a large majority of Cypriots and the people of Greece. We 
also recognize the historical, cultural and religious ties of other Cypriots and 
especially a substantial Turkish minority. We believe that much will be gained 
if the reality of those various relationships is not obscuré but publicly 
acknowledged, 


2) Wur emphasis is upon the recognition cf the principle of self-determination, 
This too, we believe, should be formally acknowledged and made widely known. 
It is not for us to say whether the result will be Enosis or some other status, 
but we are concerned that the application of the principle shall be real and 
intelligent in a manner worthy of the free judgment of all Cypriots. 


3) A solution must take fully into account the tension and threats in the total 
world situation. The part which Cyprus can and ought to play in preserving 
freedom and justice cannot be overlooked. 


4) In order to give sound expression to the principle of self-determination 
in Cyprus and to meet the demands of the total world problem, it seems to us 
that time is exceedingly important. All our evidence seems to argue for a 
longer period for the effective application of self-determination, 


5) We can see a real advantage in constitutional advance in Cyprus with a 
steady progress - political, economic, social - towards a final solution. We 
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believe that co-operation in this endeavour will serve commonly accepted ends, 


6) Since the Cypriots are bound to other peoples by close ties, and since the 
issue has become an- international problem which can vitally affect world 

peace, justice and security appropriate consultations ae be held between the 
United Kingdom, Greece and Turkey. 


7) The effort to solve this delicate and important problem will depend upon 
the goodwill and patience of all parties concerned. By such an approach we 

are confident that the co-operation necessary for success in the solution will 
be forthcoming. E.P.S., Geneva 


Cob e Rae ee New Headquarters for the British Council of Churches 

The British Council of Churches has been inadequately housed. The need for 
larger and better equipped offices was pressing, At the same time there has 
been a growing need and desire to uring more closely together the work of the 
British Council of Churches and the Conference of British Missionary Societies. 
These two organs of the life and work of the British Churches belong together 
and are now in formal association with each other. But their offices have been 
miles apart, 


The way to meet all these needs. has opened up and supporters of the 
ecumenical movement in all the Churches are being invited to help. A suitable 
house has become available at 10 EKaton Gate, London, S.W.1, only two doors 
away from Edinburgh House, the headquarters of the Conference of British Mis- 
Sionary Societies. 1t can accommodate all the Uouncil's staff, and also provide 
an office for the newly appointed Secretary of the Joint Committee of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Counciz, It will also 
make collaboration with the missionary movement very much easier, 


The British Council of Churches now owns the lease of the property until 
1992. The office of Inter-Church-Aid is already installed there, and when the 
necessary alterations are completed the rest of the offices will be moved. From 
March Ist, 1955, almost all the major ecumenical organisations will thus be 
housed close to one another. The supporters of the ecumenical movement are now 
asked to provide the money for the lease, Seren ns furnishing etc. 

=z. P.5., Geneva 


Swi TZERLAND Training of Pastors for Industrial Communities 


In an article published in the "Airchenblatt fiir die Reformierte Schweiz" 
(No. 3, Feb. 1955) the Rev. F. Tschudi examines the problem of the training of the 
ministry for industrial areas, Pastor Tschudi raises the question: "Does ecumenical 
experience give any guidance on this point?" 


The article says among other things: 


"Our church will have to take the changes in sociological conditions into 
account by adapting the training of future pastors to fit the requirements of 
the new situation, lt would today be irresponsible to send pastors into our 
highly mechanised industrial world without giving them at least an elementary 
knowledge of sociological, economic and political facts. The American Presby- 
terian Church provides three-monv¥ycourses on problems confronting pastors in 
industrial areas. This example seems to be well worth copying. Refresher-—courses 
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for pastors already in office are just as important... 


It would be an immense blessing to ow church, if some of our pastors went 
to work in factories, thereby giving an example, in a symbolic way, of self- 
denial. A sense of the changes in sociological conditions must be awakened 
also in the parishes themselves, so that they can recognize the new tasks 
facing the Church arflhelp the Church in tackling them. Parishes should also 
ask themselves whether there is not a great deal in their attitude: and ways 
of life which calls for serious revision and change.before workers can feel at 
home in their midst. In ecumenical discourse the reference to the prevailing 
"bourgeois spirit" within the Church was heard not infrequently... 


In conclusion, Pastor Tschudi quotes from the section report of the W.C.C.'s 
Second Assembly in Hvanston: 'We must recognize that the first requisite for 
communicating the gospel is to be possessed by the transforming power of Jesus 
Christ... The proclamation of the gospel and every argument to commend it must 
be accompanied by the demonstration of its transforming power. The gospel is 
not the emergence of a new ideal in man, but the entrance of a new power from. 
God into the world. The seeds of the “ingdom are not words and arguments but 
the children of the Kingdom themselves, scattered and sown in the field of the 


world, B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED sxINGDOM ; Archbishop of York Honoured 


(London) - The Queen has appointed the Archbishop of York, Dr. Cyril Garbett, who 
celebrated his eightieth birthday on Febr. 6th, to be a Knight Grand Cross of 

the Royal Victorian Order, Knight Grand Cross is the highest of the five 

classes of the Royal Victorian Urder which was instituted by queen Victoria in 
1896 for award to people "who, having rendered extraordinary, or important, or 


personal service to the Sovereign, merit royal favour." _ E.P.S., Geneva . 
FINLAND Church of Finland Festival Year 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland celebrates this year her 800th 
anniversary. The so-called "first crusade" was undertaken in 1155 when St. Eric, 
King of Sweden, and St. Henry, an English-born bishop, arrived in western Fin- 
land. Since the 10th century Finland had b-en under Christian influence, and at 
the time of the "crusade" the western parts of the country were already partly 
christianized. Christianity did not arrive in Finkand as a result of a military 
foreign action, nor did the "crusade" mean any foreign rule over Finland. 


The main celebrations will be held in Turku on the Ascension Day, May 19. The 
festival service will be conducted in the Cathedral of Turku where the sermon 
will be delivered by Doctor Jlmari Salomies, Archbishop of Finland. The cele- 
brations will be participates in by the primates of the Churches of Sweden, Nor- 
way and Denmark, and the representatives of the tutheran World Federation and 
the Suomi Synod. The Archbishop of Canterbury will be represented by anuEnglish 
bishop. The festival service will also be attended by Dr. J.K. Paasikivi, Pre- 
Sident of the Republic. 


All over the country special services will be conducted in the churches, 
Christian associations, and schools. A special postage stamp will be issued by 
the Government. After the festival an international conference of Christian fi 
journalists will be held at the Laymen's institute in Jarvenpaa, May 20-22. 
B.P.5S., Geneva 
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NORWAY : ; Open Letter on Spiritual Healing 


(Oslo) - A number of leading personalities within the Church of Norway has 
issued an open letter to "All Christians in Norway" concerning the question of 
healing by prayer. The letter warns against "any misplaced sensation md pro- 
paganda", It affirms, however, belief in the reality of healing by prayer. In 
another letter thesignatories protest to the Parliament against any law that 
may hinder or restrict preaching or practice which is in accordance with 
the teaching of the Bible on this point. 


The letter and the protest were sent from the annual meeting of the Council 
of Christian t2xluvtary., organisations, which was held in Bergen in January. 
Present at the meeting were the chairman and the general secretaries of l1 of 
the main wission Societies, Inner Mission societies and Christian Youth Organi- 
sations. . 


The participants at this meeting say that the ‘ew lestament permits the 
believers to seek healing from their illness by prayer. "we have expera:nced, al- 
so in these days, that this is a reality, and we rejoice in the fact that 
Christians in our time have a better understanding of our Christian privilege 
in this matter", 


Referring to the planned revision of the law against quackery, the letter 
states that such laws are necessary to protect men from irresponsible treatment. 
Healing by prayer,ik, however, no ordinary treatment of illness; it is only a 
prayer in full confidence to the Lord of Heaven, The letter therefore warns 


against any limitation of this biblical right. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNIT#D KINGDOM Concerning the Moral Re-Armament 


"It is extremely difficult to make criticisms in honesty and love, and it is 
always harder to receive them in honesty and love." This was said by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, in his address on woral Re-Armament 
at the last Assembly of the Church of England, A special report on the oral 
Rearmament movement had been prepared by the Assembly's Social and Industrial 
Council. 


"Some of us know only too well," the Archbishop went on to say, "how in- 
sistently the question is asked of us, inside industry and elsewhere, what the 
judgment.of the Church on woral Re-Armament ought to be... The real question is 
the value attached to MRA; it is astonishing how little of the debate has been 
directed to that point. On the one side of the debate it was made clear that the 
Movement has changed the lives of many, and for that God be praised. (m the 
other side, as was stated again and again, it is perfectly easy to see, as in 
all human affairs, that there is imperfection in the group activities of MRA 
and in some of its members. The faults are revealed in the moral attitude in 
which they face circumstances, and the theological implications which lie be- 
hind those moral attitudes...",. 


Finally, the Assembly decided to receive the Report and the appended motion: 
"This Assembly, having received and considered the Report prepared by the Social 
and Industrial Council on the movement known as MRA, does not desire to record 
any judgments whether upon the merits or upon the demerits of this Movement, re- 
membering that every Church and every Movement stands always under the judg- 
ment of Almighty God. It prays that all Christian people may humbly seek in all 
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that they do to know more clearly the mind of Christ the Lord and to obey 
more faithfully the will of the Holy Spirit, that God may be in all things 
glorified," 


Preceding the debate in the Assembly of the Church of England, a state- 
ment in favour of MRA was issued signed by Arvid Runestam, Bishop of 
Karlstad, Sweden; Bengt Jonzon, Bishop of Lulea, Sweden; Heinrich Rendtorff, 
Professor of New Testament at the University of Kiel; Paul Brodersen, Dean of 
Copenhagen; Ruben Swedberg, Member of Parliament, President of the Baptist 


Church of Sweden," E.P.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND The Ecumenical Movement and the Parishes 


About a hundred delegates from Protestant parishes of the French-speaking 
part of Switzerland took part in an ecumenical seminar at the house of the Eglise 
Nationale Vaudoise, Crét-Bérard, sur Chexbres, February 12 and 13, The seminar 
was organised in order to train for ecumenical study and action in the parishes, 

The programme included the following subjects which gave rise to discus- 
sions Protestants and Ecumenism; Needs, Difficulties and Conditions of Ecumenism; 
Youth and Ecumenism; Jesus Christ, the Hope of the World; Cur Parishes and The 
Ecumenical Movement; Evangelization in the Field of Ecumenism, Decisions were 
taken to develop greater interest in the ecumenical movement in the parishes 
and in order to secure coordination between the ecumenical commissions of 
tne cantons, 


The seminar was organised by the synodal council of Vaud and its ecumeni- 
cal commission. Pastor A. Lavanchy chaired the meeting. The programme had becn 
approved by the council of the Federation of the Swiss Protestant Churches, 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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‘New Issue of YMCA's Werld Communiqué 


(Geneva) - The March/April issue of World Communiqué which appears this week 
presents a summary of the History of the World's Alliance of YMCAs which is 

to be published by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, London, in 
time for the YMCA's World Centennial Conference at Paris next August (see 
E.P.S. No.2). The brief pictorial account includes extracts from the Foreword 
by the late Dr John R. Mott in which he states: "This is a timely book, It 

is the thrilling story of the countless bands of young men of all nations and 
races whose daring initiative created, maintained, and extended around the 
world the World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations. It is an 
important contribution to the history of the modern ecumenical movement, It 
vividly dramatizes the highly multiplying influence of lay leadership, organized 
for the extension of the Kingdom of God among young men,... Above and beyond 
all, our best days are before us because we have a larger Christ. not a new 
Christ, for He is the same yesterday, today, yea and forever. Larger in the 
sense that associated with us, up and down the wide world, in all nations and 
among all races are so many more interpreters of Christ - men with an authentic 
first-hand, indubitable experience of His wonder-working power." 


The issue of World Communiqué deals wi th the three sections into which the 
book is divided: Formative Years 1844-1878, Expanding Vision 1878-1913, and 
In the Midst of Turmoil 1913-1954. Parts I and II were written by Dr Clarence 
P. Shedd of Yale University, who has been general editor of the 800-page volume. 
Five other internationally known YMCA leaders - Dr Tracy Strong, Walter S. 
Kilpatrick, Henri Juhannot, Hugo Cedergren and Sir Frank Willis - have written 
Part III. 


The issue closes with a summary of the final chapter which, under the 
title "That They All May Be One", stresses the ecumenical contribution and out— 
reach of the World's Alliance of YMCAs,. E.P.o.e, Geneva 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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GERMANY Letter from Esthonia 


(Frankfurt) - In a letter addressed to Kirchenprdasident D, Niemdller, head of 
the 'Kirchliches Aussenamt" (Foreign Office of the Church) of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, Archbishop Jaan Kiivit of Reval Tallin, leader of the Evange- 
lical - Lutheran Church in the Soviet Republic of Esthonia, expressed his thanks 
for Christmas messages and a gift of books. In the same letter, the Archbishop 
asked for the greetings of the home church to be passed on to Esthonian pastors 
living in Western Germany. The first contact after the war with the Lutheran 


Archbishops Kiivit (Esthonia) and Turss (Latvia) had already been established 


last year, when a group of German theologians paid a visit to the Orthodox 
Patriarch Alexius in Moscow, It is reported that one of the objects of the 
"Kirchliches Aussenamt" of the Evangelical Church in Germany is to keep in close 
touch with the chvrches in the Baltic region. E.P.o., Geneva 


DENMARK Ecumenical Tour Through Copenhagen Streets 


(Copenhagen) - The Danish Division of the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius 
working for a better understanding between the Orthodox Church and the Western 
churches, especially in liturgical matters, has tried an unusual experiment with 
great success— Invitations were sent out for an "ecumenical walk" in Copenhagen, 
and the evening began with a service in a Danish Lutheran church. Then the 
participants went together to the Russian Orthodox Church where the Russian 
priest spoke and the congregation took part, using a Danish translation of the 
Russian liturgy. This was followed by a short service in the chief Roman Catho- 
lic church under the leadership of a Catholic priest and ended with a joint 
recital of the Apostles! Creed. The next stopping place was the Anglican church, 
and the tour ended after a service in the Swedish Lutheran church with a social 
hour where participants from various church bodies had a chance to speak, 

B.eP.o., Geneva 


SWITZERIAND Ecumenical Working Conference 


(Zurich) - "How can the findings of the Second Assembly of the World Council in 
Evanston and the sense of ecumenical responsibility be driven home to church 
parishes in German-speaking Switzerland?" This was the question under consider- 
ation before an ecumenical stucy group meeting which had been suggested by the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in Switzerland and convened by the national. 
churches of German-speaking Switzerland, the free churches associated with the 
Federation and other imoortant church organisations. 


Speaking on the subject "The ecumenical fellowship at home and abroad", 
Bishop Sigg of the Methodist Church stated that "external plight and considerations 
of practical necessity bring Christians together". Nonetheless ecumenical work 
remains "alive with tension" not only"because the Roman Catholic Church remains 
aloof" but also thecause "some single Evangelical groups still keep to themselves". 
To be ecumenical means above all brotherliness. Hence the main task is "evange- 
lisation of those large masses ouside the life of the Church". 


"The Federation of Protestant Churches in Switzerland", the report of the 
meeting says, "is as yet not fully ecumenical since the Old Catholic Church, the 


Baptists and others have not yet become members of the Federation. The question 
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arises as to whether or not a national Christian council should be set up with 
all the churches engaged in ecumenical work participating." 


Professor W. Kigi said that for Christians the proclamation of the Gospel 
also entailed the shouldering of responsibility in the political field,. "The 
Church is called upon to bring the message entrusted to her into the chaos of 
the world, as the political field also is subordinated to God's sovereignty. 
ieventie ane the fact cannot be avoided that diverging opinions appear where : 
concrete questions are concerned. But on no account must political passions be : 
allowed to get the better of the brotherly spirit.” Professor Kagi asked how | 
the Church could help maintain peace and drew attention to the work of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, which seeks "to contribute 
to clearing up world conflicts by representing the most objective standpoint 
possible", In Switzerland, a "Consultative Commission for International Questions 
ef the Federation of Protestant Churches in Switzerland" had been created. This 
Commission aimed at making people realise that Swiss neutrality "does. not dis- 
charge us from a feeling of solidarity with others". 


Tn answer to the question "How can we carry the ecumenical spirit into our 

parishes?" Pastor Fueter of Ztirich said that ecumenical services of worship 
should be held in the various parishes. These wuld probably be considered to 
be rather alien at first, "because their climax is not to be found in intellectual 
discussion, Some training of the congregations will be needed for them to 
reelise that in all the various orders of worship it is always the same God and 

’ Lord who is the centre. Brotherly cooperation between the national and the free 
churches is indispensable", 


The ensuing discussion demonstrated how understanding of the ecumenical 
movement could be kindled and strengthened by means of questionnaires which had 
been sent out following reports on the Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Evanston. Ecumenical problems were "not intended to arouse only 
specialists but all other Christians aswell", The meeting said "We must also 
make an effort to get to know the other churches and learn to understand them 
in their ways", and the fact was underlined that "the parishes, in all their 
activities, ee never forget their share in the worldwide responsibilities of 
the Church", 


At the Ziirich working conference, the world Council of Churches was 
represented by the Associate Director of its Division of Studies, Dr, Hans 


Heinrich Harms, of Germany. EeP.o., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM _First Full Committee Meeting of the Welsh Ecumenical | 
Society 


(Aberystwyth) - The first full committee of the Welsh Ecumenical Society 
(Cymdeithas Eciwmenaidd Cymru, see E.P.S. No.2) met at Aberystwyth on Friday and 
Saturday, February 11 and 12, 1955. 


With encouragement and guidance the committee set about the clearly necessary 
task of fitting into the pattern of the ecumenical movement, The Society will 
seek to be in close contact, and some measure of relationship, with both the 
World Council of Churches and the British Council of Churches. This will mean 
accepting responsibility for some financial aid to both these Councils; for 
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passing on information released by them; for encouraging the attendance by 
Welshmen at ‘their conferences, courses and work-camps; in addition to producing 
the Society's own relevant publicity material. 


The next Annual Conference will be held December 28-31, 1955. An ecumenical 
figure of international reputation will be invited to share his vision of the 
meaning of the ecumenical movement for the life of the Church of Christ, The 
Welsh Ecumenical Society is bilingual, and is designed to be of help to all 
friends of the ecumenical movement living in Wales, or outside Wales, and having 


Welsh associations, E.P.o., Geneva. 
CHINA Chou En-Lai Invites Swedish Missionary 


According to "Church News from the Northern Countries" (issued in Sigtuna, 
Sweden), the Swedish missionary, Gustav Nystrom, who accompanied UN's Secretary-— 
General, Dag Hammarskjold, as interpreter to the negotiations in Peking about 
the American pilots, was invited by Chou En-Lai to come back to China with his 
family and preach, Gustav Nystrom was formerly a missionary in China, 


During his stay in Peking, Mr, Nystr6m had the opportunity of speaking with 
the Rev, Marcus Cheng, vice-chairman of China's United Church. Among other things, 
Mr. Cheng told Mr. Nystrdém that there are 200 students at the three theological 
seminaries in Peking, Nanking and Chunking. Mr. Nystrom also spoke over the 
telephone with Wang Ming-tao, a preacher who had been reported by newspapers 


abroad to have been executed. He is still preaching. E.Peo., Geneva 
GREECE 10 Yugoslav Monks Entering Hilander Monastery 


(Salonica) - The approval of the Yugoslav request for the settlement at Hilander 
monastery on Mount Athos of 10Y ugoslav monks by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate has been granted. A solution has thus been given to the problem of 
the maintenance of this monastery. The community, which once numbered 75 monks, 
now consists of only 24, most of whom are aged. Practically no monk has taken 
orders in this monastery since 1929, Many monks in this community have been 
distinguished for their life and education and have participated in the admini- 


stration of Mount Athos. 3 BoP eSo, Geneva 
INDIA Serampore University Honours Theologians 


(Calcutta) — The Rev. Arthur Marcus Ward, professor of the United Theological 
College, Bangalore, and the Rev. Canon Thomas Sitther, Principal of the Tamil 
Nad Theological College, Tirumariyur, South India, were honoured with the degree 


of Doctor of Divinity (honoris causa) on January 29th by the Serampore University, 


West Bengal. 


The new recipients of the doctorate have rendered valuable services to the 
cause of theological studies in India and to the Church at large. 


Serampore College, founded by Carey, Marshman and Ward in 1818, and incor- 
porated by Danish Royal Charter in 1827, is the only Theological Faculty in India. 
Eighteen collages and seminaries all over India are affiliated to this Faculty. 
Almost all non-Roman Churches in India recognise this institution and support it 
financially. The Rev. Dr. C.E. Abraham, of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church, is the 
present (and first Indian) Principal of the University College of Serampore. 

: | E.P.Se, Geneva 
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CANADA North America Meeting of the Alliance of the Reformed Churches 


(Ottawa) - The North American Area Council of the Alliance of the Reformed Churches 
Throughout the World Holding the Presbyterian Order (World Presbyterian Alliance) 
was held at Ottawa, Canada, from February 15-17, 1955. It voted to invite its 
member communions to share in a project to develop a statement embodying the 
witness of the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches. 


Dr Evgene Carson Blake, of Philadelphia, Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A-, introduced a resolution calling on the area council to 
inquire of its member Churches whether they would be willing to appoint one or 
two representatives to a committee which would deal with the task of drawing up 
a statement, which Dr Blake said he hoped might turn out to be a new confession 
of faith of the Churches. 


The resolution assigned to the council the function of supervising "the wo 
of this theological committee". 


Dr Blake, discussing the question of how the council might increase its 
effectiveness as a confessional group, asserted that "the Churches have been 
shallow theologically for a generation". He expressed the view that, at 4 
theological committee were to produce a statement, its work "might lead to some- 
thing far beyond anything we may dare to predict". 


A proposal that a statement outlining the principles of the Reformed faith 
in regard to civil and religious liberty be prepared, was also epproved. The 
council further voted to refer to the Theological Commission of the World Pres- 
byterian Alliance "the question of the relation of Church to State, especially 
as this question relates to the problem of education, with the request that a 
sub-committee of theologians and educators be appointed to study this important 
and complex problem". ; 


"The Reformed Churches in the World of Today" 


(Ottawa) - On the occasion of the North AmericmArea Council of the World Presby- 
terian Alliance at Ottawa, Ontario, Canada (February 15-17, 1955, see above), 

the President of the Alliance, Dr John A. Mackay, spoke on "The Reformed Churches 
in the World of Today", In the course of his address, Dr Mackay said: 


"In the New York Times, of Monday, February 14, the Vice~President of the 
United States, Richard M, Nixon, is reported to have said that the Roman Catholic 
Church is today 'one of the major bulwarks against communism and totalitarian 
ideas'. In charity and with candour and at the risk of being termed a bigot, 1 


am compelled sorrowfully to say that the exact opposite istrue. Two decades 


ago the Roman Catholic Church made concordats with the totalitarian rulers of 
Italy and Germany, Mussolini. and Hitler. Today the Roman Church has a concordat 
with, and is the chief supporter of Francisco Franco, the totalitarian ruler of 


"It is also a painful fact that those Latin countries where the Roman Cano- 
lic Church has been the predominant religious influence have been breeding grounds 
for Communism. This is true of Italy; it is particularly true of lands in Latin 
America, The consistent antipathy which the Roman hierarchy in Latin America 
has shown towards democratic ideas and land reform measures in such countries, 
for example, as Guatemala and Colombia, has had two sinister effects, On the 
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one hand, it has promoted Communism; on the other hand, this attitude has ex- 
posed to being labelled as ‘Communist! men and women in the great liberal 
tradition who have been stalwart promoters of spiritual freedom and social 
justice...'', 


With reference to the critical situation in the Far East, Dr Mackay said: 
"Monologue iis insufficient in human affairs. If discussion is tobe fruitful, 
a quarrel settled, men must not merely talk at one another or about one another; 
they must talk to one another, They must meet face to face. They must with 
frankness, even brutal frankness, address one another, endeavouring in the most 
sympathetic manner possible to understand one another and to learn from one 
another. | 


"This is the situation now existing between the free world and Communist 
China. The burning issue of the hour is to explore a way, whatever that way may 
be called in the language of diplomacy, whereby representatives of the free world 
can meet representatives of Communist China in quiet unhurried dialogue, 


"The restoration of world order demands the rediscovery of forgiveness, A 
great living historian, Herbert Butterfield, has truly said, 'Civilization it- 
self requires the doctrine of the forgiveness of sins'... All nations need for- 
giveness in some respect. Nations, as well as individuals, must be ready to 
acknowledge to one another that they are far from perfect and that they may some- 
times have done wrong. Confession can be a wholesome cathartic, even for nations, 
and can have far-reaching international significance. 


"The failure of enemies to be reconciled need not prevent them inhabiting 
the same world. No problem of so-called ‘co-existence! today is any more 
terrible than the problem which emerged in the 16th century between Roman Catholics 
and Protestant Calvinists. Yet, gradually it became possible for both to live in 
the same world, Many things can happen and are actually happening to Communism 
and Communists. In some parts the revolutionary mood abates. Disilhbusionment 
ensues. The basic Marxist thesis of the inevitable destruction of c apitalism is 
being rudely shattered. Above all, deep human needs which Marxist ideology can 
never satisfy come to the surface. In such a situation creative diplomacy will 
always be on the look-out for the emergence of a new spiritual hunger in communist 
souls and in Communist nations and will take constructive measures to meet it. 
It is not necessary to interpret all Communist talk about peace as pure : 
hypocrisy..." B.P.Se, Geneva 


UsS chek Save the Peace! 


"One of the greatest possibilities for mutual understanding among peoples 
lies in the solidarity of the Christian world." These words are taken from an 
address made by the Metropolitan Nicolai of Moscow at Stockholm in November 1954 
on the theme of saving peace. The complete text is printed in the latest number 
of the periodical issued by the Moscow Patriarchate (No.12, December 1954). 


Metropolitan Nicolai, referring to the ecumenical gathering in Evanston last 
year, remarked: "It seems to be that this same thought is also expressed in the 
Appeal made by the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches held in 
Evanston in August 1954," This World Council Appeal aimed at "contributing to a 
new spiritual climate" which would overcome the mistrust and f ear prevailing 
everywhere, 
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The same Appeal goes on to speak of that necessity yearned for by every 
honest man on earth, without which there can be no peace on our planet: the 
prohibition of all weapons of mass destruction, including atomic and hydrogen 
bombs. ; 


"But have all the Christian Churches of the West done all in their power to 
achieve complete agreement with the other churches in the matter of the defence 
of peace? And is it not high time to follow up this question within the frame- 
work of world Christianity...?" 


The collaboration of all Christian forces in thedefence of peace could 
obtain tremendous results, 


Finally, Metropolitan Nicolai, pointing to the call for peace made by his 
own country, the U.8.S.R., addresses himself to all religious organisations and 
to all religions on earth with the following strong appeal: "In the name of 
all that we believe in, in the name of our children's happiness, of our younger 
generation and of the common weal of all humanity - let us unite in the great 
work for the defence of peace upon earth and never tire in this our concern," 
| BePeSe, Geneva 


FRANCE "Ta Quinzaine" on the Index 


The Roman Catholic periodical "La Quinzaine", published in Paris, has now 


been suspended by Rome. 


"La Quinzaine" is a paper concerned mainly with social questions, with 
problems of working class life - particularlyof the collaboration between Roman 
Catholics and Communists - with the problem of peace, etc., treated "from the 
standpoint of the Christian militant". 


This is what the editors of "La Quinzaine" wrote in its last number about 
the prohibition of the paper: 


"Now, after the wrker-priests, the Dominican theologians and several others, 
Rome has condemned 'La Quinzaine! and forbids it to be read. Neither the editors 
of the paper, nor, it seems, the French bishops were directly informed of this 
decree of the Congregation of. the Holy Office. . 


"We know that this condemnation will increase the uneasiness of many Christians. 
For several years now obstacles have repeatedly been put in the way of efforts 
to ensure the Church's presence in de-christianised areas of society. 


"Fearing to see laymen and priests become entirely absorbed in the surroundings 
in which they work and struggle, the Church is turning in upon herself.... Should 
we consider the role of the hierarchy to be that of dictating to each one the 
choices he has to make, the attitudes he has to adopt, the words he has to speak? 

It is understandable that many of those who have taken part in the great mission- 
ary movement of the last few years, and who have .often had to suffer repudiation 
and disgrace, should feel themselves driven to extremities and tempted to despar 
of the Church. Indeed, if the Churchwere nothing but a human institution 
responsible for a particular political order or any one social doctrine, we would 
have every reason to break with her,.. 


J 
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"But Christ founded the Church that His love might be known to all men. 
The salvation of Christ is accomplished through the mediation of .the Church. 
That is why our adhereice to the Church is at the very centre of our beings" 


"In choosing to disappear we are conscious of taking a grave decision. 
We do not know how the Church w3,11 contrive to accept the values of a new 
civilisation which is opposed to the old one, to which she still seems to be 
enslaved. But our faith in Christ obliges us not to despair of His Church, to 
maintain our conviction that behind a sometimes discouraging outward appearance 
she has nevertheless the means to bring about the transformations and to fine 
the new embodiments which the universality of her message requires. 


"Remaining loyal to the Church, we shall remain equally loyal to any 
tasks to which we may be committed side by side with our fellew-workers and 
fighters whoever they may be. For us there can be no question of disowning 
the choices we have made and the loyalties into which we have entered. Whether 
it is the liberation of the working class or of the colonial peoples, the 
struggle for peace or the democratisation of education which is at stake, 
Christians in the 20th century have no right to remain spectators of the 
immense effort which is being made to increase the well-being of mankind, to 
establish a greater measure of justice, and to ensure the spread of culture, 
To share the pursuit of these human objectives with others does not result 
in a diluted faith with a Marxist tinge. On the contrary, it is faith itself 
which lifts them out of the Christian ghetto and leads them outside into places 
where they can mix with others and take their share in human tasks. 


"History marches on, Developments are in progress of maturing... It is 
up to all of us to accelerate these developments, to try out new methods, to 
intensify our efforts for a just and peaceful world, and to give life and form 
to the Hope of Christ." 


4% 


In a communiqué the "Osservatore Romano" gave among others the follewing 
grounds on which Rome prohibited "La Quinzaine": 


" 'Ta Quinzaine' has »ften dealt with the complicated problem of collabor- 
ation between Roman Catholics and Communists without ever having mentioned the 
innumerable interventions of the Holy See in this matter. Doubtless it rejects 
the atheistic and materialistic metaphysics of Marxism anddeclares it to be 
incompatible with the Roman Catholic faith; nothing indicates however that it 
accepts the conclusion which the Encyclical 'Divini Redemptoris! draws from 
this incompatibility.concerning the necessity of rejecting any collaboration 
whatever between Roman Catholicism and Czmmunism; nor does it take into account 
the Vatican decree of July 1949, which prohibits not only adherence to atheistic 
Communism, but also any activity which might encourage it... 


"The philo-Communist tendencies of the periodical are also revealed by its 
attempt to involve Roman Catholics in all the leading moves of the Communists 
in the trade-tnion sphere and in the dubious so-called movement for peace 
organised by the Communists, as also in its constant efforts to free Communism 
from responsibility for the persecution of the Church in the Eastern states - 
and more of the same kind," E.P.S., Geneva 
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Meeting of President's Committee of world’s Alliance of YMCAs 


The President's Committee of the World's Alliance of YMCAs was held in 
Geneva from February 28 to March 3. Delegates from Asia, America and European 
countries included two of the Vice-Presidents of the World's Alliance, Alfred 
Hirs (Switzerland) and John B. Frosst of Canada, as well as Dean Benitez, out- 
standing Government leader from the Philippines. 


The high point of the President's Committee was the discussion on basic 
objectives of the Centennial Conferences. Amid all the hours spent on the 
mechanical and material aspects of Centennial preparation, members felt they 
should be quite sure that enough attention is given to spiritual preparation. 
It is hoped that young people coming to Paris in August 1955 will have primar- 
‘ily a spiritual experience, and that they will find a true concept of unity - 

a oneness with God, a recognition of unity with countless other young men who 
are reaching out for a better society, and a realization of greater unity among 
fellow-Christians of all denominations and confessions. 


Many hours were devoted to reports and discussion on the needs of youth 
and the activities of YMCAs in five continents. Dr. Eugene E, Barnett, retired 
General Secretary of the United States National YMCA Movement, gave an inspiring 
interpretation of developments based on many months of personal consultation with 
YMCA leaders in South and East Asia. Mr. Herbert Lansdale, Executive Secretary of 
the Werla Service Department of the International Committee of YMCAs of Canada 
and the United States, reviewed the widespread and rapid development of YMCAs in 
eight countries of South America which he has visited during recent months. 
Mr. Hugo Cedergren (Sweden) reviewed the development of National Movements in 
Europe against the background of post-war problems, and Mr. Edward Sproul, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Research and Program Department of the National Council of 
YMCAs of the United States, presented a striking review of the development of 
economic, social and industrial life in No?*h America during the past fifty years 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends 0 thoucht and opinion in and about the 
£4 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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and the relationship of the YMCA to that development. A report on Africa was 
sent to the President's Committee by Dr. Tracy Strong who is at present tour- 
ing that continent. | E.P.S., Geneva 


Addition to Ecumenical Calendar 


it is suggested that these meetings be added to the &cumenical Calendar 


_as published in E.P.5, No. 7: 


vay 27-30 WCC Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Uhurch 
and Society, Consultation or the training of Women for profes- 
sional Church work, in the Hcumenical Institute Bossey. 


July 20-24 WCC Department on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church 
and Society, Consultation on Women's organisations and Women's 
work, at Davos (Switzerland). 

| E,P.S., Geneva 


FRANCE . A Bible Atlas 


(Paris) = A volume has just been published which will be of great interest 

to all those engaged in ecumenical work, It is the Bible Atlas compiled by 

luc Grollenberg 0.P. which has been translated and adapted from the Dutch by 
René Beaupére 0.P., with a preface by Roland de Vaux 0.P., Director of the 
French Biblical and Archaeological School in Jerusalem (folio, 158 pp., pub- 
lishers: Elsevier, Paris-Bruxelles, Fr.frs. 3,500.-), This atlas is an example 
of the co-operation between divided Christians. lts author, Father Grollenberg, 
relied on the findings of both Protestant and Catholic scholars and was helped in 
his carto graphical work by a Protestant geometrician. Father Beaupére was 
supported in his task by non-Catholic contributors. The collaborators have said 
that what united all these people was their common love of the Book of God, It 
is to make an ever-increasing number of people share this love by facilitating 
their access to the Scriptures that this atlas was compiled. 


The Atlas provides three separate lines of approach for the comprehension 


of the Bible: the Text, illustrations and maps. A series of brief chapters retraces 


the history of Ged's people from Abraham, the father of the faithful, to the 
advent of Jesus Christ and the dispersion of the first Christian communities 

over the whole of the Mediterranean region. The 35 maps not only give thé exact 
position of places mentioned in the Scriptures, but also elucidate the part 

these places played in the history of the Chosen People. A copious alphabetical 
index makes it possible to find all the names used and makes this book a valuable 


working companion, i,P.o., Geneva 
ISRAEL Israel Acquires Ancient bible Scrolls 


(Jerusalem) - Israel has acquired the remaining four "Dead Sea scrolls", oldest 
known Bible manuscripts, of seven found in a cave near Jericho in 1947. They 
were purchased from Metropolitan Athanasius Yeshue Samuel of the Syrian Ortho- 
dox Monastery of St. Mark in Jerusalem. 


The four scrolls are uhe oldest-known manuscripts of the Book of Isaiah; 
a commentary on the Old Testament: Book of Habbakuk; a book called "The Manual 
of Discipline" containing regulations of the E@senes (an ascetic sect who lived 
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about the time of Christ), and the Book of Lameck - an apocryphal work whose 
existence is referred to in several ancient texts. 


The other three scrolls were bought, shortly after their discovery, for the 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, They are datedfrom the period preceding the 
destruction of the Second Temple in about 70 4.D. The three are: A Hebrew book 
named "The war of the Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness", which is the story 
of a war of the Jews against the Moabites, Ammonites, Philistines and other neigh- 
bouring peoples; an incomplete version of the Book of Tsaiah; and a book called 
"Scroll of Thanksgiving", which is similar in style to the Psalms of David. 


All seven will be held in perpetual trust in Jerusalem and be accessible to 
the public. Dr. Benjamin wlazar, president of the Hebrew University, said that 
with the acquisition of the seven scrolls "we now have the greatest historical 


treasure in the world ", E.P.S., Geneva 
FINLAND Finnish Society for Missionary Research 


The inaugural meeting of the Finnish Society for tlissionary Research was 

held in Helsinki, February 23. Accor ding to its rules, the society will pro» ° 
mote missionary and related sciences, e.g. history of colonization, ethnology, and 
linguistics. The society also plans tue publish missiological literature and 
missionary science in the Finnish and foreign languages and to cooperate with 
corresponding foreign organizations. The society is a learned one. The membership 

is open to everyone who is interested in the study of Christian missions and who 
is accepted by the board of trustees. 


Finnish missionary research, which was begun about 1900, experienced con- 
siderable growth after world War II, A large number of missionary studies, 
both historical and ethnological, have been published in these years, It is 
considered significant that the church shows this interest in missionary research. 
The Commission for Foreign Missions of the Church in Finland which was elected 
by the Bishop's Conference last December was asked to "strengthen the position 
of missicnary research in our country". . E.P.S., Geneva 


YUGOSLAVIA Contact Between the Russian and Serbian Orthodox Churches 


(Belgrade) - The first contact for seven years between the Russian and Serbian 
Orthodox Churches is reported in "Glasnik", organ of the Serbian Orthodox Church. 


"Glasnik" said Patriarch Vikentije, head of the Serbian Church, acted on 
behalf of Patriarch Alexei of wioscow, in presenting a mitre to Father Vitaly 
Tarasyev in belgrade's Russian Church. 


Resumption of contact between the two Churches comes after a period of more 
than a year during which the nussian and Yugoslav governments have been gradually 
approaching normal relations. 


Patriarch Alexei awarded the mitre to Father Tarayev for his service among 
the local Russian community. In the Kussian Church mitres similar in appearance 
to those worn by bishops are given sometimes to priests as marks of distinction, 
without indicating episcopal rank. Only bishops wear mitres in the Serbian 
Church. . Wi Bebe. yy oeneva 
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Inter-Church Help to Kenya 


The Division of inter-Church Aid and Service to kefugees of the World Council 
of Churches announces that it is joining with the British Council of Churches in 
appealing to churches of the world for funds amounting to $ 150,000 a year for at 
least two years. What will be necessary in the third year will depend on 

the success of’the first two. 


The British Council of Churches had already launched a special appeal for 
£ 50,000 for the rehabilitation programme of the Christian Council of Kenya. 
This appeal is made at the request of the Christian Councilof Kenya whose chair- 
man is Dr, Leonard Beecher, Bishop of Mombasa, The British missionary societies 
working in Kikuyu areas are fully committed to this appeal. 


The money is to provide: 


A team of Europeans and Africans for the training of Church leaders. 

A team of two Africans and two Huropeérs to train youth leaders. 

A team of four Europeans and four Africans to specialise in women's vor". 

European leaders to help with the supervision of African assistants rehatdli- 
tation in the newly-restablished villages. 

Trained African workers to co-operate with Europeans in the training of 
village elders. 

Five community centres in Nairobi. 


The Society of Friends and the Christian Council of Kenya are already assemb- 
ling teams for womens' work and for work in the villages. (See also E.P.S, No. 6) 
E.P.5., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Annual tieeting of the N.C.C. Broadcasting and Film Commission 


(New York) - Nearly 500 individual religious radio and television programmes 

were produced in the United States last year by 3U major church bodies cooperat— 
ing through the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of 
Churches, Counting as a single broadcast unit each time one station carries 4 
programme, the figures total 58,400 broadcasts and telecasts. The number compares 
with slightly more than 37,000 units for the previous year. 


The figures are featured in a 1954 report released in connection with the 
commission's annual two-day meeting of more than 20U religious radio and TV 
specialists held in New York, on March 1-2. 


Anticipating an even broader programme during 1955 the board authorized 
the largest budget for religious radio, television and film production in the 
history of cooperative church work in the United States, A total of $ 1,405,000 
was voted to finance the work of the Commission this year. 


"The increased response", said Dr. S, Franklin Mack, Executive Director of 
the Commission, "indicates that at practically any hour of the day or night 
there are people listening to radio and watching television who are ‘in the 
market! for what the church has to oifer. Today it is by radio and television, 
more than in any other way, that the church, in the role of counsellor and evang- 
elist, crosses barriers, enters through closed doors to be received not as an 
intruder, but as a welcome friend." 


Speaking from "the vantage point of the man in the pew," Dean Liston Pope 
of Yale University Divinity School and a former member of the Commission's 
board of managers, blamed both the industry and the church specialists for a 
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tendency in religious broadcasting "to focus on the audience rather than the 
Gospel. Many so-called religious broadcasts are neither intelligible nor intel- 
ligent from a Christian point of view," he said, 


Admitting the difficulty of communicating the Gospel to mass audiences 
by traditional methods, he urged the churches to find better ways of using radio 
and TV to tell "the message that had power to remake the whole world." 
He commented that in an effort to be appealing too many religious programmes 
had become "sentimental" or had offered "crumbs" of Christian truth as a substitute 
for the whole. 


Dr. Pope also remindeu the broadcasters of their responsibility for religious 
broadcasting. "By your programmes of various types you have been changing the 
faiths, values and aspiration of millions of people, for better or worse", he 
said. Too many of the commercial programmes, he added, are morbid and violent. 


The Rev. Dr, Donald H. Tippett, Methodist Bishop, of San Francisco, was 
elected chairman of the Board for the next biennium. He. succeeds the Rev. Dr, 
Clayton T, Griswold, who has held the position for the mst two years, Dr. 


Tippett had previously served as a Vice-Chairman. B.P.5., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Summertime Exchange of Clergymen 
(New York) - "American church-goers in many sections cf the USA will be hearing 


the Gospel preached with a British accent this summer, while on the other side 
of the Atlantic their British counterparts will be listening to sermons in the 
unfamiliar American pronounciation of the English language", announces the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 


For the 29th consecutive year U.S. and British clergymen will visit each 
others' countries in the annual summertime exchange of clergymen of the two 
nations. 


Twenty preachers in all ~ eleven from the U.S. and nine from Britain - 
will participate in the 1955 programme. The announcement was made by Dr. Robbins 
W. Barstow, Executive Director of the National Covncil of Uhurches' Department of 
Boumenical Relations. The programme is administered jointly by the National 
Council in the U.S. and by the British Council of Churches ov srseas. 


7 Announcing the 1955 programme, Dr. Barstow hailed the preacher exchange 
as "a significant contribution to better understanding between nations as well 
as between churches," | 


The éleven American clergymen appointed to visit Britain this year represent 
the following churches: Disciples, Episcopal; Methodist Church, Baptist Church, 
Congregational, Presbyterian Church, and Lutkyy*en Church, The nine guest preachers 
from Britain come from the Church of England, the Baptist Union, the Church of 


Scotland, and the Methodist Church, E.P.S., Geneva 
JAPAN | Creating a Rural Christian Fellowship 


(Tokyo) - An"increasing feeling of need for an interdenominational y nationwide 
and even worldwide interchange and mutual suppors among Christian ru#sl workere, 
has resulted in *he plonning of sevorol arca study conferencea in tke next. 


Pe = 


“No. 10 ~ March 11, 1955 net | 74 


- two years by the N.C.C,'s Lepartment of Kural Evangelism." A study conference will 
be held in Hokkaido this May and another in the Tokyo area some time this spring. 
Through such "grass roots" study conferences as these, the basis for a nation- 
wide organizational conference of the Christian tural Fellowship in Japan three 
years from now will be laid. 


‘In order to plan fcr these local meetings and evaluate what is being done in 
rural evangelism in Japan today, forty-five specialists, who are at present 
carrying on rural evangelism, gathered in,Tokyo from all over Japan for two 
days of reports, discussion, and planning. 


Mr, Katsube, the chairman of the N.C.C.'s Department of tural Evangelism 
introduced the theme of the meeting by reviewing the needs for intensified evangelism 
in rural Jagpen. Although farmers account for over half of the population of this 
country, they make up less than two percent of the church membership. 


It was reported that the National hural Christian Service lraining Centre 
has now developed to the point where it has four lines of activity: 4 seminary, 
a course for training kindergarten teachers, a technical research and training 
section, and rural welfare institute. Four large rural centres are being developed 
in Hokkaido, Tohoku, Kwansai and Kanto, Thirty-eight smaller prefectural rural 
centres and three fishing village centres are now actively at work, Leadership 
training conferences and Rural Gospel schools are part of the effort to increase 
the effectiveness of already existing groups. 


The members participating in the ‘Tokyo conference represented the United 
Church of Christ, the Episcopal (Anglican) Church, the /utheran Church, the 
Baptist Hoseration: the Y.M,C,A., the Y.W.C.A., ine National Council of Churches, 

the Christian University, the Agricultural Mission and mission boards, 
E,P.o., Geneva 


GERMANY Evangelical Academy for Radio and Television Affairs 


(Arnoldshain) - During the inaugural conference in Arnoldshain of the Evangelical 
Academy for Broadcasting and Television, President D. Martin Niemoller gave a 
reception on behalf of the Evangelical Church of Hesse and Nassau on 28th 
February 1955. In the course of the reception Bishop Hanns Lilje, as patron of 
the newly-founded academy, said that the new institution had no intention of 
engaging in propaganda in establishing contact with experts in radio and television. 
Instruments of communication like radio and television belonged with the technical 
media which might easily over-simplify what was intellectual, but on the other hand 
they could increase appreciation of intellectual matters to an astonishing extent, 
Here Bishop D. Lilje quoted as an example broadcasts of great Works of musicand 
literature. He alluded to the fact that the microphone had revealed the mystery of 
the human voice to a degree unthought of in past centuries. At the same time he 
pointed to the immense responsibility of those in whose hanus “ssate* the administra- 
tion of these mass media of communication with their tremendous possibilities. It 
was here that the legitimate interest of the Church in establishing contact with 
radio and television experts appeared."The spiritual quality of a nation may be 
judged insofar as it has the inner strength for true encounter", 


‘ Prominent representatives of radio, including numerous commentators and leading 
journalists of the Evangelical and Catholic church press took part in the con- 
ference, which was chaired by Pastor Karl Adolf Sommerauer of the Evangelical 
Academy in Tutzing/bavaria, E.P.S., Geneva 
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JAPAN The Kyodan and Christian Vocation 


(Tokyo) - The increasing concern of the church in Japan for the vocational life 


-of Christiamis reflected in the activity of the Nihon Kirisuto Kyodan Oceupat- 


ional Evangelism Vomnittee, Reflecting the statement of the World Council of 
Churches' report on "The Christian and his Vocation"+ "The real battles of faith 
today are being fought in factories, shops, offices, and mines...",-the Committee 
is takir, the initiative in a wide range of activities from Hokkaido to Kyushu, 


The Committee meeting at Ito on January 17, was able to evaluate its 
activities and map plans for the future. Here are some of its projects: 


"The primary task is educating the whcle church in its responsibility to 
the labouring classes and concern in the occupations of its members. As a means 
to this end, starting last year the first Sunday in September has been designated 
Labour Sunday and is observed in local churches all cver the country, 


"Three Christian labour cerbres are already operating in Hokkaido, Kyushu, 
and Fukushima Ken. Hach of these centres workswith the coal miners. Another 
social centre for workers is now being built in Usaka. Two more centres will be 
opened. This and other kinds of projects are carried on by the National Committee 
working in cooperation with andthrough the Uccupational Evangelism Committee 
organized in each district (kyoku) of the Kyodan, 


"Local and national meetings among lay workers and pastors for study and 
mutual encouragement are usingas atheme this year, 'The Battle for Faith in 
our Uccupations', Pastors are being encouraged to attend government summer 
schools on labour problems," E.P.S., Geneva 
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NEW ZEALAND 20,000 People Heard Reports on Evanston Assembly 


(Christchurch) - Nearly 20,000 people in New Zealand have heard a report from 

one of the 18 Evanston delegates from that country. Up to March 1, nearly 80 
public meetings had been held and a further 60 meetings at least have been 
planned in various parts of the country. These figures do not include any estimate 
of the number of people who have heard broadcasts from one or other of the 
Evanston delegates. Mr. Jonathan Bennett, Consultant at Evanston on behalf of the 
National Council of Churches in New Zealand, prepared the text of a popular report 
which was published on September 30th, E.P.o.,Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND Faith and Order Conference 


(Christchurch) - 100 representatives of the 8 constituent Churches of the 
National Council of Churches in New Zealand will meet for a seven day Conference 
in Christchurch in May 1955. Some years ago the National Council addressed cer- 
tain questions to its constituent Churches on the following topics: The Disunity 
of the Church, Ordination, Authority, and Church Order and the Scriptures. 
Official answers to these questions have been received and published, with 
questions for discussion, in a booklet entitled "Towards the One Church". 


Four small Commissions in different parts of the country have examined these 
official replies, and produced reports ready for study by the Conference. The 
reports produced make it quite clear that the Conference will be a real confron- 
tation by the New Zealand Churches of the subjects which most painfully divide 
them. 


The Rev. Dr. J. Robert Nelson, Secretary of the W.C.C. Faith and Order 
Commission,will be present at the Conference. 


A New Zealand Theological Students! Conference will be run in conjunction with 
the major Conference, and the students will be able to attend the Plenary 
Sessions of the main body. E.P.S,,Geneva 
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THAILAND Conference on Broadcasting in Asia 


(Bangkok) - Relationship of the mass communication programme in Asia to the 

total programme of Christian evangelism and ecumenical action was studied at the 
All-Asia Mass Communication Conference on Keligious Broadcasting, Films, and Non- 
Projected Aids, at Bangkok, Thailand, March 2-8. The Conference was jointly 
sponsored by the International Missionary Council and RAVEMCCO (Radio, Visual 
Education and ilass Communication Committee of the Division of Foreign Missions of 
the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A.). Delegations from Japan, Korea, 
Philippines, Thailand, India, Pakistan, Burma, Malaya, and Indonesia were 


present. B.P.5,,Geneva 
UNITED STATES N.C.C, General Board Confronts Current Issues 


(Chicago) - The General Board of the National Council. of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.5.A., in its first session of the year in Chicago, March 2-3, reaffirmed 
Opposition to permanent universal military training without passing judgment on 
any specific measures now under consideration. 


Acting as a common voice of the Council's 30 constituent Churches the 240 
members of the General Board declared: "Ve are now in a situation in which it is 
most important that the churches uphold the hands of leaders who are seeking 
to reduce tensions among the nations, In this situation legislation is being 
proposed, the probable effect of which within the nation is a matter of widespread 
uncertainty." 


"je therefore urge our constituent Churches", the resolution goes on to say, 
"to study current legislative proposals having to do with military training, with 
consideration both of their international and domestic significance." 


The Board also telegraphed President Hisenhower, with copies to the Secretary 
of State and chairmen of the foreign relations committees of House and Senate, 
the message of commendation offered by the Division of Christian Life and work. 


Expressing the hope that the crisis in the Far East may be "peaceably resolved", 
the message to the president said: "Your appeal to our people in this period of 
international ‘unrest that they have 'the courage to be patient! reflects a mood 
of moderation which does credit to your high office. This appeal surgests the 
course our nation should follow in its search for peace in Asia and throughout 
the world, We commend you for your steadfast support of the United Nations and 
for your efforts to achieve through this organization a cease-fire in the Formosa 
Strait. Wie earnestly hope such action as will be taken by our government respecting 
this issue will be of a kind calculated to insure the continuing good-will and 
co-operation of our friends and allies," 


The Policy and Strategy. Committee, through its Vice Chairman, Dr. l'ranklin 
Clark Fry, also prescnted-a proposal to launch a study and survey of the needs and 
resources for ecumenical education. In approving the suggestion, the Board 


requested a preliminary report not later than a year from now. i.P.S.,Geneva 
UNITED STATES | New W.C.C.E. Associate General Secretary 


(New York) ~ Russell F. Harrison, who has been National Director of Youth Work 
for the Disciples of Christ in the U.s.A. for the past seven years, has been 
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appointed to the position of Associate General Secretary of the World Council 

of Christian Education, accordin to an announcement made by Dr. Luther A. Weigle, 
Dean Emeritus of Yale Divinity School, who is Chairman of the W.C.C.E. Mr. 
Harrison will be in charge of the North American Office of the .C.C.E., as it 
seeks to provide services in the field of Christian education to more than 90 
countries around the world. He will also have special responsibility in 

youth work. E.P.S., Geneva 


ISRAEL 3 Jewish Religious Centre to be Built in Jerusalem 


(Jerusalem) - An eight-story building will be built in Jerusalem to house the 
"Religious Centre" and the Chief Kabbinate of Israel. According to the fort- 
nightly information bulletin of the Government of Israel (No.35 of lst March 1955) | 
this centre will be run by the members of the Supreme Rabbinical Council of 

Israel, with the co-operation of Jewish philosophers from Israel and abroad. 


The Chief Rabbinate is composed of two Chief Rabbis and the Supreme habbinical 
Council. It represents the highest state authority in all religious matters and 
its members are elected for a period of five years. 


A central library of religious books which already contains 50,000 volumes 


‘and which is on the way to becoming the most important collection.of this sort in 


the world, is maintained by the Chief Habbinate with the assistance of the 
"Ministry for Religious Affairs" which has handed over to it a very large number 
of religious books obtained in Europe by experts sent over by the ministry 
especially for this purpose. 


keturning from his recent journeyto Europe and Canada, Chief Rabbi Herzog 
underlined the fact that there was a considerable movement for a "return to the 
faith" abroad as well as in Israel and that people expected from the Rabbinate 
of Israel. spiritual guidance and a revival of "the spirit of the prophets". 
E.P.S., Geneva 


U.S.5.R. Two Professors of Theology To Come to Germany 


Patriarch Alexius of Moscow (kKussian-Orthodox) informed the plenipotentiary 
representative in East Berlin of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
Probst D. Griiber, that he accepted the invitation to a meeting of the "Rheinische 
Pfarrerbruderschaft" (Brotherhood of Rhenish Pastors) to be held in the Rhine 
Province from April 12-16, 1955, and that he would delegate two Moscow professors 


of theology for this purpose, £.P.S,.,Geneva 
GERMANY The Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany 


(Espelkamp) - In its closing meeting the Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany held from March 6-11, 1955, in the industrial and refugee colony Espel- 
kamp, unanimously adopted the following message addressed to all church communities 
in Eastern and Western Germany: 


"Since the war ended, the Synod and Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany have repeatedly proclaimed, especially at the Synod in ‘veissensee in 1950 
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(see E.P.S. No.17, 1950) their intention to pray for and work towards the main- 


_ tenance of peace among nations. In view of the rifts which still divide the world 


and our people we state afresh that we, together with Christians throughout the 


world, feel ourselves Called to acts of peace and, therefore, abhor the idea of 


solving existing tensions by war. 


"Tn your name we also repeat the urgent request made to all those who have the 
power and responsibility to restore a united life in freedom for our people", 
the message of the Synod continues, "End the unnatural division which brings 
unspeakable misery to so many people and which is a constant danger for world 
peace! 


“We are not in a position to indicate in the name of the Church policies 
which could guarantee achievement of this aim. At this Synod we are deeply 
distressed by our divergent opinions on the possibilities open to us. Above all 
we are not entitled to claim the authority of God for any one political idea, 
however correct it may be. On the contrary, we have to warn you against identi- 
fying a political opinion as God's truth. The Word of God alone has the power 
to bind and unbind our consciences. Although, before God, we are pledged in all 
our activities to serve our neighbour, we nevertheless must not attempt to 
impose on one another our human decisions as coming from heaven, since they 
are always subject to error and corruption. 


"Also in our present moral plight we stand by our view that it is the duty of 
Evangelical Christians, in responsibility for our people's future, to co-operate 
in facing the political decisions of the hour. 


Nwe urge you to pray for all those who hold. a politically responsible position 
and warn against a light-hearted disregard of state authority and its service. 


"We do not deny any Christian the right in the fulfilment of his political 
responsibility, to raise his voice in public, wherever he sees any danger to 
his neighbour and is free to do this service without compulsion. In all serious- 
ness, however, we request pastors as ministers of the Word of God, in such actions 
to be aware of their ministry and not to give offence by mixing the word of God 


with the speech of man. 


"We implore and admonish you all to bear in a brotherly spirit the dilemmas 
resulting from our different political approaches to the problems which are of 
such vital importance for our people, not to slander one another nor to impute 
false motives to each other's actions. In the love of Him who bore all our burdens, 
we must not fail in the test we are now undergoing and must each bear the burden 
of the other... 


"We thank God for that community of spirit which, despite all our divisions, 
we, by His grace, are still enabled to have, and, despite everything, we do not 
cease to hope before God for the re-union of our people... 


"Should he, in His wisdom , not fulfill our deepest wishes and should He lead 
us on a path we do not like, He will still remain with us with His grace and in 
His word and sacrament. There is no imaginable situation of which He would not 
be the Master and, in the succession of Him who was crucified for us we are 
allowed always and everywhere to be under His protection and to thank Him." 
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On the question of conscientious objection it was also unanimously agreed that 
the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), together with a newly- 
formed committee, should formulate a policy which should then be laid before the 
Federal Government for use in the discussions already taking place on the legal 
protection of conscientious objectors. The Synod further instructed the Council 
to use its strongest influence with the German Democratic Republic that it also 
should guarantee legal protection to conscientious objectors. With this resolution 
the Synod decided to follow the path of objective co-operation between the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. and the legislature instead of issuing a new public 
pronouncement. 


With the Synod at Espelkamp the Evangelical Church in Germany began the second 
phase of its still early history. The meeting of representatives of all regional 
churches (Landeskirchen) elected Professor Constantin von Dietze, of Freiburg, 
to replace Dr, Gustav Heinemann, the former Federal Minister, as the President of 
the Synod for the next six years and re-appointed Bishop Dr. Otto Dibelius as 
Chairman and Bishop Dr. Hanns Lilje as Vice-chairman of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. Kirchenprasident Dr. Martin Niemoller continues 
in his office as Chairman of the Foreign Relations' Bureau (Kirchliches Aussenamt) 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany. E.P.S,,Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM A Joint Statement on the Church of South India 


(London) - The Church of England Newspaper of Friday March 11 bears on its front- 
page a four-point statement on the Church of South India issued by three Anglican 
Church societies. They are the Anglican Evangelical Group Movement, the Church 
Society and the Modern Churchmen's Union. 


The section of the Statement, "The Churches of England and South India," dealing 
with the detailed recommendations reads as follows: 


"This year, the Convocations of Canterbury and York will be asked to reconsider 
the relations between the Church of England and the Church of South India. The 
decisions then made will be of far-reaching importance, not only to the two 
Churches immediately concerned, but also to the many other movements towards 
Christian unity that are taking place in many parts of the Church. e rejoice 
that the Church overseas is taking the initiative in such movements; for we realise 
how urgent the need for Reunion is in the lands where Christians are faced with 
the call to evangelism in a non-Christian environment, and find their efforts 
weakened by their own divisions. It is our earnest desire that the Church of 
England should do nothing that would hinder such movements, but rather be pre- 
pared to learn from them, and lay to heart the challenge that they bring to us 
at home. 


"Tn view of the above situation, we ee Oe ae ee commend to members. of our 
Convocations the following resolutions: 


"(1) We strongly urge that the Church of England should recognise all the 
episcopally-ordained Bishops, Presbyters and Deacons of the Church of South India 
as qualified to exercise their ministry, both of the Word and Sacraments, in the 
Church of England; whether their ordinations took place in the Anglican 
Communion or in the Church of South India after the Union. 
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"Purther hesitation to do this seems to us quite inconsistent with the tradi- 
tional Anglican emphasis upon the importance of episcopacy. 


"(2) \e¢ realise that the recognition of those ministers of the Church of 
South India who have not been episcopally ordained presents graver difficulties 
for the Church of England. 


"But in view of the fact that our Fathers in God have repeatedly affirmed that 
they believe that the non-episcopal ministries 'have been manifestly owned and 
blessed by God as effective means of grace', and that in 1926 an influential 
group of our leaders (including the two Archbishops, of Canterbury and York) 
stated that they recognised them as 'real and effective ministries of Christ's 
Word and Sacraments in the Universal Church', most of us would welcome a decision 
by the Church of England to encourage our Bishops to vive permission, at the 
request of Incumbents and their Parish Church Councils, to these ministers of the 
Church of South India also, when visiting England, to exercise their ministry 
in our churches. . | | 


"It may be that some would hesitate to ask a non-episcopal minister of the 
Church of South India to celebrate Holy Communion in their churches; but we hope 
that they too would welcome them to their pulpits, so that their people may 
learn from them of the new life and fellowship which they have found through 
Union in the Church of South India. 


"Tt seems to us that in view of the fact that all the clergy of the Church 
of South India have accepted episcopal government, and that the number of non- 
episcopally-ordained ministers is, apart from possible short-term movements, bound 
to become progressively smaller, such action would be fully covered by the 


principle of 'economy' (i.e., temporary exceptions to a general rule), which 


was expressly recognised by the Lambeth Conference of 1930. 


"(3) We should welcome a declaration by our Convocations that the Church of 
England and the Church of South India are 'in communion with one another', in 
the sense that communicant members of either Church, when visiting the area of 
the other, will be welcomed to partake of the Holy Communion there. 


"(4) We urge the rescinding of the requirement that ex-Anglican Bishops and 
clergy of. the Church of South India, when visiting England, and desiring to 
celebrate the Holy Communion in our churches, may be permitted by our Bishops 
to do so, only if they undertake not to celebrate Holy Communion in any non- 
Anglican church in England." E.P.S.,Geneva 
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Celebration of Centennial of World's Alliance of YMCAs 


During the weekend of March 12 the Swedish YMCA Movement commemorated the 
Centennial of the World's Alliance of YMCAs by a Jubilee Festival in Stockholm, 
The celebration had a two-fold purpose: to give to Swedish members an idea of 
the scope and importance of the World's Alliance and to emphasize the fact that 
they belong to a world movement: to promote the Paris Centennial in August 1955 
and to spread amongst the general public interest in the YwCA as a world movement. 


Queen Louise was representing the royal family. Among other distinguished 
guests were representatives of 16 Foreign Embassies and Legations, 


The programme was staged in the Blue Hall of Stockholm Town Hall which 
was filled to capacity by 2,000 people, and was under the direction of Mr, Folke 
Roth, a lay worker in the YMCA Movement. Dr. Paul Limbert, General Secretary of 
the World's Alliance of YMCAs, brought greetings on behalf of other National 


Movements. E.P.o., Geneva 
ITALY Are we progressing towards unity? 


(Rome) - The question "Are we progressing towards unity?" is considered in the 
following way by the Reverend Father Charles Boyer S.J., President of the inter- 
| national Association UNITAS in Rome (Unitas, No.1, 1955): 


"From the Catholic point of view the problem is how to reunite into the 
Catholic Church that part of Christianity which has,at various times broken away 
from it. Those non-Catholics who seek Christian unity are, for the most part at 
least, uncertain of the nature of that unity, just as they are uncertain of the 
nature of the Church. They are searching. We must help them to find it. They have 
created the World Council of Churches whose Second Assembly was held last August 
in Evanston, near Chicago. Are they really progressing towards unity? 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news ifents. 
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"The w.C.0. is only one of the results of the ecumenical movement. The 
direction bestowed on this movement by its inner spirit points to unity whatever 
its conditions. The love of unity desired by Christ is above everything: pre- 
judice, tradition, nationalism, habit, interest. It admits no obstacle, no halt, 
before the goal has been reached... A certain unity has been achieved: working 
together, communities have been brought closer to each other; fundamental biblical 
truths have found common acceptance; the needy, multiplied in number by the wars, 
have been helped; member communities of the Council have been aided... 


"It is a temptation to look upon the Ecumenical Council as an organ that has 
come to stay, whose functioning can be perfected, but whose constitution will be 


“maintained, It will be used to make appeals, to influence governments, to pro- 


pagate certain Lhristian ideas, to support protestant missions. It will be a sort 
of pan-Protestant Church with a few Greco-Russian islands, 


"If one gives in to this temptation, the inner spirit will die, the movement 
will have halted. that is to say that it will have failed and it would be most 
difficult to begin again... 


"We do not want to say that the ecumenical movement has reached this stage, 
but more than one sign forces us to admit that its inner drive has slackened pace. 
it is true, that since the Assembly at Amsterdam, we have seen real effort and 
accomplishment in the preparation for the conference at Lund: an attempt was made 
to define the Church, to understand the Sacraments, the sacrifice, the hierarchy. 
A light began to shine. Subsequently, everything seemed to become confused, as 
though the light was feared, Certainly the Assembly at Evanston gave the oppor- 
tunity for demonstrating a few sincere aspirations towards true unity, but it 
had been conceived much more as a demonstration by the Council which had already 
been formed, with its administration and activities, than as a means of discovering 
the intention of Christ for His Church... . 


"Anti-Roman gestures do not proceed from love of unity. We know, however, 
that this love lives on among many of our separated brethren. It is encumbered by 
a long history of misunderstanding and errors made by men, but it is real and shows 
itself in most moving writings or in sincere conversation, It is in this love 
that we continue to place our hope." E.P.S., Geneva 


INDONESIA . National Conference on neligious Education 


The National Council of Churches in indonesia, through its Commission on 
Theological sducation, is sponsoring a National Study Conference for the three 
weeks May 21 - June 11 at Sukabumi, outside Djakarta. This is the first national 
Christian Conference ever organized and promoted by the Protestant Churches of 
indonesia, save the two Assemblies of the Vouncil itself. while the purpose of 
the delegates will be to study the principles, content and methods of religious 
education, the coming together of fifty select leaders of the thirty church bodies 
and ten or more staff for three weeks of fellowship, study and meditation, will 
undergird the purpose of the Council of Churches, which is the establishment of 
a single united Church of VUhrist in indonesia, 


A report of the Study Conference, in the form of a manual on religious 
education adapted to the indonesian scene will be publisheu for use in the 
4000 Protestant congregations in indonesia. To date, there is no comparable volume 
available in Indonesian in print for the ministers and leaders of the congregations, 
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This project is integral to the training and refreshing of Indonesian 
church leaders, there are fewer than 50 ordained ministers fcr the 4L0U or more 
local congregations. Of these, approximately 100 are graduates of the Theological 
College in Djakarta. The remainder are graduates of less advanced theological 
schools, Said the head of a church of 150,000 members, of which almost one-half are 
refugees living in camps: "Our people have many needs, but our greatest need is 
for trained leaders." This Conference is one of several approaches being made 
to this problem, 


There is no nation-wide sunday School movement, Many congregations have yet 
to be taught the traditicn of the Sunday School as part of church life. 


Dr. Elmer Homrighausen, Professor of Religious Education at Princeton Theolo- 
gical Seminary, will be the principal resource leauer. He will lecture each 
morning, The conference will then break-up into discussion groups. In the evening 
he will conduct a work-shop in methods of religious education, assisted by Mr. Lie 
Tjiekiet, Secretary of the Council in charge of Audio-Visual Aids. Supplementary 
lectures will be given on "The Christian Approach to Islam" by Dr. Mulder of Jog- 
jakarta, on "How to Teach the (ld Testament" by Dr. Christoph Barth, on "Dealing 
with the Problems of Youth" by Prof. Geissler, on "Christianity and Citizenship" 
by Dr. J. Leimena, and on "Ecumenics" by Prof. Devmesan of the Batak Church, 

B.P.S., Geneva 


CEYLON Church Union Plan Ready for Approval 


(Colombo) - A meeting .of the Negotiating Committee for Church Union in. Ceylon 
has been held in Colombos This was the last meeting needed to revise the 
Scheme of Union, which has been under discussion by the Committee and. the 


_ Churches represented in: it -sinee conversations began in 1944 (see E.P,S: No. 4, 


194"), These Churches are the Anglican (C,1.B.C.), Methodist, Baptist, Reformed 
(Prusbyterian) and the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of South India. Only minor 
changes were required in order to meet criticisms from various quarters, and 
the committee adjourned after two days with a sense of accomplishment, 


"This Scheme is a miracle of God", said one of the memoers, referring to 


the difficulties inherent in such a merger, The Episcopal structure of Church 


and ministry will be followed, and both infant and believer's Baptism practised, 
The most careful theological discussionshave been carried on for a decade in 
order to be sure that this will not be a union "of convenience" but consistent 
with the faith of the whole Church. 


it is expected that the third (and final) edition of the Scheme will be 
printed by June, 1955. 1t will then be considered by the respective Church bodies, 
Church leaders in Ceylon say that in view of some Opposition to the union, which 
is probably not widespread, they would prefer not to make predictions about 
its being accepted, Pains will be taken to provide church people with clear 
information about it, through the publication of a précis and encouragement of 
local study. the earliest date by which all Vhurches could ratify the Scheme 
would be 1959 or 1960, 


Dr. Kobert Nelson, Secretary of the Commission of Faith and Urder of the 
World Council of Churches, attended the whole meeting and was given opportunity 
to speak about the work of Faith and Urder and the wCC, He stressed the fact that 
this and other union negotiations are manifestations of a common desire for unity 
which underlies the whole ecumenical movement, E.P.S., Geneva 
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THAI LAND Mass Communication Conference in Bangkok 


(Bangkok) - The use of radio and audio-visual materials is enabling the Christian 
Churches in Asia to enlarge their circles of witness, thereby reaching larger 
audiences. This conclusion was reached by more than fifty delegates from every 
land in Asta between Pakistan and Japan, who met for a Mass Communication Con- 
ference in Bangkok from March 2nd to 8th (see E.P.S. No.11). The Conference was 
sponsored by RAVEMCCO (Radio, Audio Visual “ducation and Mass Communication 
Committee of the Division of Yoreign “issions of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.) in cooperation with the international Missionary 
Council. Pe, 


RAVEMCCO Chairman Harry Spencer and Executive Secretary W. Burton Martin 
arranged the Conference to climax a tour during which they visited each of the 
South and East Asian lands where an RAV (iadio, Audio Visual) committee is active. 
They reported that the RAV materials they had found and the wide distribution 
they enjoyed, were convincing proof that the church was enlarging its impact 
through their use, The Bangkok delegates disclaimed the charge that AVA (Audio 
Visual Aid) is "a mere gadget". They made it clear that their sole purpose is to 
employ the latest methods and equipment available for reaching people in large 
numbers with the gospel message. ; 


Bangko}: revealed a wide variation between the programmes and accomplishments 
of the several national AVA committees. lhere is a close correlation between 
general technological development and the extent to which the church employs 
projected and non-projected aids. Japan, India and the Philippines have pro- 
duced a variety of films, film-strips, and/or non-projected aids, and are en- 
larging the distribution facilities, Some of the younger, less technologically 
developed lands are much nearer to the beginning. 


The indigenous productions of the several national RAV Committees were de- 
monstrated to the delegates, The indian-produced film "A Transformed Life", 
based on the Bible story of Zacchaeus, and a RAVEMCCO production showing samples 
of RAV-operations in four different lands, Burmese film-strips, Filipino 
flannel-graphs, and the Japanese kamishibai illustrated what had been planned 
and produced in Asia. The Bangkok meeting aimed to stimulate increased indigenous 
expression especially of the less expensive varievies of RAV materials in order 
that an increasingly larger number of professional and lay workers might use them. 


The need for Asian teck*cians Was seen in the fact that more than half the 
delegates were western. Church sponsored and directed RAV is still so new in Asia 
that the national churches have not been able to allocate and train all their 
own staffs. The RAV Committee in India is oifering, in cooperation with the 
Leonard Theological College at Jubb pore, a year's course in radio and audio 
visual methods, 


Dr. Rajah B, wlanikam, Joint Asian Secretary for the International Missionary 
Council and the world Council of Churches, in a daily lesson on the First- Ep- 
istle of Peter, made the delegates aware of the importance of the content of the 
message which they seek to convey by .eans of mass communication. 


The closing session oi the conference dwelt on the importance of exchange 
between the several Asian Christian communities, General Secretary of the 
Philippine Federation of Christian Churches, the Rev. Jose Yap, called upon the 
churches of East and west to give assistance in the development of a programme 
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of fraternal worker exchange between the churches of East and Southeast Asia. 
It was at the 1949 Conference in Bangkok of the IMC-WCC that the Philippine 


delegation first received this vision. B.P.S., Geneva 
LEBANON First Evangelical Lonference of Arab World 


(Cairo) - A general Evangelical Conference of the Araio world will be held in 
Beirut, Lebanon, April 28-30. lhe sessions will be conducted in Arabic. 


According to the Near East Christian Uouncil the theme of the conference will 
be "Christ Calls the Churches of the Near East to Mission and Unity". The meeting 
will be "a historic expresgion of the progress of the indigenous Christian 
Churches in the Near East." 


The Arab conference will be followed by the triennial convention of the Near 
Bast Christian Council in beirut May 2-4, Sunday, way 1, has been set ag.de as 
a Day of Ecumenical Fellowship in the Evangelical churches of Beirut and vicinity. 
#.P.S., Geneva 


INDIA Jacobite Groups Accept Peace Plan 


(Kottayam) - According to a recent report, negotiations for peace between the 
factions of the Patriarch and the Catholicos in the Syrian Jacobite Church in 
Travancore, South india, have entered a new and promising stage. 


The announcement was made in Kottoyam by a spokesman for the Peace League 
whose o.ficers have been conducting a fast since January in an attempt to heal 
the rift (see E.P.S. No’7). Peace, it .as said, would be formally restoz7ed among 
the Jacobites if the plan is approved by the Patriarch of Antioch in homs, Syria, 
spiritual head of one of the factions. 


Under the plan's terms the Patriarch of Antioch would recognize the Catholi- 
cos at Kottayam as head of the Syrian Church in india and the Catholicos would 
recognize the Patriarch as head of the Universal Syrian Church. 


“One of the disputingfactions, known in recent years as the Malankara Jacobite 
Syrian Church, accepts the supremacy of war Ephraim, Patriarch of Antioch in 
Homs, Syria, The Other, known as the Urthodox Syrian Church of Malabar, favours 
independence from the Patriarch and recognizes evn Moran Mar Baselius, 
whose seat is at Kottayam, as its leader. 


Promoters of the peace plan said it will achieve unity not only in the 
wider Syrian Communion of which the Patriarch is the supreme authority, but also 
in the india Syrian Church through the autonomy of the Catholicos, 

E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Rural Field work Area Conferences. Held 


(New York) - in cooperation with National Christian Vouncils and various 

Area Committees, Agricultural missions, Inc. is sponsoring at the present time, 
twelve fural Missions Field work Conferences in the following zones: Mexico, the 
Near Bast, 4ndia, Indonesia, the Philippine islands, and Japan. 


Missionaries, Christian Nationals, and interested government officials are 
meeting together within a convenient radius to exchange experience and discuss 


ways and means of providing more effective rural extension programmes in the 
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future. The topics generally under consideration are: 


1. what resources of personnel, funds and institutions are available for 
rural work? 
2. what are the central needs and opportunities with reference to: 
a) The Village Church? 
b) The Christian Community? 
c) Larger cooperation with government and community programmes for 
rural development? 
3. How may we work together more effectively in the use of present re- 
sources? | 
4, What new emphasis is needed? 
5. what are the minimum essentials necessary for moving ahead with indi- 
genous extension programmes with the village people? 


Two reports of conferences have just come in; one from Egypt; another from 
Japan. These reports, with others yet to come in, will be processed and made 


available to those who wish ts have them. #.’.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Pastors' meetings with scumenical Themes 


(Gdrlitz) - Leading Church representatives in Gorlitz in Eastern Germany (D.D.R.) 
have set as the subject for their forthcoming pastors' meetings the follow-up 
of material issued by the Seccnd Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 
Evanston last year. lhe ecumenical study group of the Gorlitz church district is 
largely dealing with questions from Section I on "Faith and Urder", All pastors' 
meetings will consider this subject in aduition to the Assembly's main theme. 
The official church organizations have also agreed to study this subject matter. 
by means of an exchange of speakers it will be possible to familiarise pastors 
and parishes with the Church's world-wide discussions within the faith. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


| GERMANY The Kirchentag - an Apostolate of the 2vuth century 


(Espelkamp) - In an aduress delivered to the all-German Synod in “spelkamp (see 
E.P.S. No.11), Dr. Heinold von Thadden, the president of the German tvangelical 
"Kirchentag" (Church Kally), said among other things: 


"In the struggle of ideologies only one kind of church will survive - one 
that does not only preserve and define in theological terms the world-transcending 
faith of the New ‘lestament, but can also rely on a laity who live up to their 
Christian faith in daily life." He went on to say that in th- Evangelical lay 
movement it was not possible to speak of the preponderance of one group over 
others, The movement constituted an apostolate of the Church in the 2Uth century. 
with regard to present-day political issues Dr. von Thadden said, the Kirchentag 
had sought to make itsessential ccntribution not so much in the coe of resolutions 
and comments as by the co-operative eifcrt to bring about genuine human encounters 
cutting across all entrenched positions, 


In appreciation of the services rendered by the German Evangelical \irchen- 
tag the Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKiD) said: "The Kirchentag 
has by its work considerably furthered the solidarity of Evangelical Christians 
in Germany", The Synod requested the Council of the EKiD to further by all possible 
means contact with the leading representatives of the Kirchentag in order to make 
it clear that "the Sirchentag has the mcrae of all Bvangelical Christianity." 

E.P.S., Yeneva 
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Australia Gcrfirms Invitation to World Council of Churches Executive 


The Executive Committee of the world Coumcil of Churches will meet in 
Australia in February of 1956. Announcing this in Geneva, the Acting General 
Secretary, Dr. Robert C. Mackie, siad that the National Christian Council in 
Australia had officially invited the Executive Committee of twelve members, 
which meets twice yearly, to hold its sessions near Sydney. He also disclosed 
that the Primate of Australia, the Most Rev. H.wW.K. Mowll, who is Anglican 
Archbishop of Sydney, had asked the Executive to be guests for the occasion at 
Gilbulla, the Conference Centre of his Diocese, in the historic Camden Park 
district of New South Wales, about thirty miles from the city of Sydney. 


This will be the first meeting of any of the World Council's governing 
bodies to be held in the Southern Hemisphere. 1t will take place between 
February 6 and February 10. Dr. ilackie siad, "The decision to meet in Australia 
expresses the world Council's desire to share every side of its life and 
thought with as many of its own member churches as possible." 


The member churches of the World Council of Churches in Australia are 
the Anglicans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Churches of 
Christ. The Salvation Army is in membership on the world level through London. 
it is estimated that the constituency of these six bodies represents about 
70% of the Australian religious community as shown in the last census. 
B.P.o., Geneva 


AUSTRALIA New Ecumenical Youth Organization for Australia 


(Melbourne) - At a joint meeying of the Youth Department Committee of the 
Australian Council for the world Council of Churches, and the Australian 
Christian Youth Commission it was agreed that these two groups be dissoved and 
that the "Australian Christian Youth Council - in process of formation" be 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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constituted. This will be a single ecumenical youth organization for Autralia 
m.0e up of representatives from the seven member churches of the Australian 
Council, the National Young Men's and Young Women's Christian Associations, 

Au. +ralian Student Christian Movement, and the Australian Council for Christian 


Education. B.P.S., Geneva 
NEPAL Nepal Opens: its-Doors to Christian Missionaries 


For the first time in nearly 2U0 years the Kingdom of Nepal has opened its 
doors to Christian missionaries. An international team of medical missionaries, 
including two man-and-wife teams from the U.S., have already established a 
small hospital and five maternity and child welfare centres in the picturesme 
Himalayan country. If the projects prove successful, there are good possibi- 
lities that the programme will be allowed to epand, Not since 1771, when 
Nepal expelled a band of Capuchin monks, has the remote mountain kingdom per- 
mitted Christian missionary enterprises within its borders, Most Nepalese 
practice Hinduism or Buddhism, Long-standing barriers were first lowered at 


_the end of 1953 when the late King Tribhubana's government granted permission 


to the United Christian Mission to Nepal (with its bese in India) to launch 

the medical programme. The medical team, chiefly Indian in personnel, but with 

a few Nepalese, last year took over operation of a 30~bed hospital in the capital 

city of Katmandu. The welfare centres were established later in adjacent areas. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES National Council Uffers Evanston Study Guide 


(New York) - That "Evanston" may come alive in the local churches and communi- 
ties of the United States, the National Council of Churches has prepared a new 
study book, based on the findings of the Evanston Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, for use in church and senior church school discussion groups. 


"Every Church and Evanston" is an authoritative interpretation of the Assembly 
findings on the six sub-themes: responsible society, international affairs, 
race, evangelism, the layman in his vo.cation, and unity (as set forth in the 
Evanston document "Evanston Speaks"). 


Related to the interpretation of each section are specific plans for carrying 
forward the discussion at the popular level, and relating it in all its signi- 
ficance, to the life of the local church and the local community. Bishop Henry 
Knox Sherrill has contributed the foreword, and Dr, bugene Carson Blake wrote 
the introduction. Included also are plans to enliven these or other approaches 
to Christian social studies, leading forward to individual and group action, 


This study of the Evanston findings will be a special emphasis of the Wational 
Council of the’Churches of Christ in America during the year 1955-56. Many 
denominations are planning to use the guide, which will be ready on or before 
April 15, 1955, for use in summer conferences or fall classes. (Orders and 
inquiries should be sent to National Council of Churches, Office of Publication 
and Distribution, 120 East 23rd Street, New tork 10, New York). 

E.P.S., Geneva 


JAPAN AVL Japen Christian Ast-ram 


(Tokyo) - For four days one hundred people dropped both titles and family 
names and used each others' personal names as a symbol of their brotherhood 
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under God, 


Under the leadership of Dr. Stanley Jones, the first Christian Ashram in 
Japan was held from Feb. 7-10. An hour of labour each day, a constant prayer 
watch in a special room of prayer, talks by the leader, periods of group medi- 
tation and sharing led ninety-four participants to sign a covenant of dedication 
to each other and God. "The working of the Holy Spirit" was felt as theycon- 
sidered "What is Complete Surrender" (the two tiemes of the Ashram). 


Dr. Akiro Ebisawa, General Secretary of the National Christian Council, 
felt that this was a unique experience, quite different from usual conferences 
or retreats. He said that the participants returned to their communities to 
work for the Centenary wiovement in Japan "with a holy fire in their hearts." 


An Ashram is a community of prayer and work for building up spiritual life. 


Ashrams originated in tncia. B.P.S., Geneva 
JAPAN Christians Gain in Japanese Parliament 


(Tokyo) - Fifteen Christians hold seats in the new lower house of the Japanese 
Diet (Parliament), two more than in the previous House. 


Religious News Service (New York) which passes on this information gives the 
following details: Since there are 467 members the Christian representation 
is 3.2 per cent. Christians form 0.5 per cent of the tctal population. 


Ten of the newly-elec ted Christian members belong to the United Church 
of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). The other five are former Premier Tetsu Katayama, 
a Presbyterian; Dr. Jinkichi Shirama, a Roman Catholic; President Shigeyoshi 
Matsunae of Tokai University, an Evangelical Lutheran; Kozo Inomata, an Anglican; 
and former Speaker of the House Komakichi ilatsuoka, a Baptist. 


The ten Kyodan members are: Kei Hoashi, Satoko Togano, Shutaro Matsuura, 
Jiro Hoshijina, Yoshio Suzuki, Genjiro Sugiyama, Jotaro Kawakami, Tomomatsu 
Hasegawa, Toshihisa Yamamoto, and Tokutaro Kitamura, 


Dr. Michio Kozaki, former moderator of the ease and chairman of the National 
Christian Council, said he was "delighted" ove: the return to Parliament of 
Christian representatives. Dr. Toyohiko Renney noted Japanese Protestant 
evangelist, also expressed pleasure over the election results. E.P.S., Geneva 


LRAN Iran to Ban Attecks on Religious Authorities 


(Teheran) - The Parliamentary Commission for National Education approved the 
addition to the Press Law of an article banning "injurious or hostile comments © 
about the religious authorities." 


Under this article, the Public Prosecutor would be authorized to suspend 
newspapers or other Bon eank ons printing such attacks. Publishers would be 


liable to prison terms of from three months to a year, E.P.S., Geneva 
SPAIN Protestants Marry before the Registrar 


(ladrid) - Three young couples in Madrid and Malaga, members of the protestant 
community in Spain, were given permission to conclude their marriage before the 
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Registrar although one or both partners was originally baptised as Roman 
Catholic. This case had been preceded by a similar one, when in February of 
this year a bridegroom and bride,who had been baptised HXoman Catholics but had 
both been converted to Protestantism at an early age, were allowed a Registry 
Cffice marriage. Hitherto, Spanish citizens of Protestant confession who had 
originally been Catholics, had no legal possibility of obtaining a civil 
marriage. These are the first marriage cases where - allegedly through the 
intervention of General Franco - preference was given to civil law over the 


predominant canon law. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY German Church Leaders back from Czechoslovakia 


(Berlin) - Bishop F.K, Otto Dibelius, Chairman of the Council of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, has returned from a visit to Prague together with Dr. von 
Thadden, President of the German Hvangelical "Kirchentag" and Dr. Gustav 
Heinemann, a former Minister of the Interior. On arrival at Berlin airport, 

Dr. Dibelius remarked that the representatives of the Evangelical Churches in 
Czechoslovakia had considered this first official visit by a German Church 
delegation as an "event of great significance in Church history". The desire 
had been expresssed on both sides to develop in future a closer relationship 
between church and church, and thus also between people and people. It is 
expected that a return visit will be paid next autumn. £.P.S., Geneva 


INDIA Ecumenical Study Breaks Fresh Ground in India 


(Bangalore) - The East Asian Theological Vommission on worship, which is one 

of the Faith and Order study commissions of the World Council of Churches, met 
from 17-19 warch, ‘ihirty-three delegates of Indian churches attended. Bishop 
weQ. lash, Bishop of Bombay, presided. Principal J.R. Chandran, Bangalore, 

was Secretary. The discussion certred on developments in India with respect to 
making Christian worship more indigenous to the various Indian cultures and 
attitudes, and less dependent upon western forms. The role of Indian lyric 

music was stressed as a substitute for the dominantly Huropean hymns, which 
cannot be sung easily by Indians, Indigenous arcnitecture, attitudes of praying,’ 
and festivals were also noted. Sensing the strong interest in this whole subject 
in India, a continuation committee was appointed for the purpose of gathering 
information about development in worship already realized and enabling the 
various churches to study the whole question in common. 


The Ecumenical Study Commission of the National Christian Council met on 
Aalst and 22nd of March, also in Bangalore, with Dr. R.W, Scott as Chairman and 
John Sadiq, Secretary. The world Council of Churches was represented by the 
Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma, Dr. D.T. Niles, and Dr. J, Robert Nelson. The 
six section reports of the Evanston Assembly were scrutinized and discussed in 
the light of their immediate relevance for Indian churches. lt was decided that 
plans should be initiated for three types of ecumenical conferences during the 
coming year: one on Faith and Order, or church unity; a second on social and 
international problems; thirdly, a series of regional conferences of the 'work- 
shop' type on the \responsibility of congregations with regard to evangelisn, 


ethnic and caste tensions, and the layman in his vocation, E.P.5., Geneva 
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FINLAND Finland's Urthodox Church to Remain under Constantinopls 


At a recent meeting of Urthodox Priests in Finland, Dean Ryttyldainen emphasized 
the fact that the relations of the Finnish Urthodox Church with the Patriarchate 
of Constantinople were to remain unaltered. 


The Orthodox patriarch of Moscow has claimed several times in the last years 
that the Orthodox Church of Finland with its 70.0U0 members rightly belonged to 
the Patriarchate of woscow, but having acknowledged the Patriarch of Constanti- 
nople as its head since 1923, the Church as a whole feels no desire for a 
change. However, two congregations in Helsinki and the monasteries Valamo and 
Konevitsa, in all about 1.0L0 people, have expressed:a wish to have the 
Patriarch of Moscow as their religious leader, Last year the Russian Patriarch 
appointed a former professor from Leningrad Michael Tsub as their bishop. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


INDIA The Lord's Supper - A Theological Agreement 


(Bangalore) - The joint Theological Commission of the Church of South India 
and the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, which ended its three day 
session in Bangalore, adopted an agreed statement on "The Doctrine of the 
Lord's Supper." ) 


The delegates of the Missouri Evangelical Lutheran Mission and Church re- 
corded a separate minute asking for further theological discussion with the 
Church of South india before adopting the agreed statement, 


The conference made recommendations to the churches for the establishment of 
pulpit and altar fellowship. 


The following were the terms suggested: 


1. The two churches would recognise one another as believing and preaching 
the essentials of the Christian faith in obedience to the Scriptures, and as 
duly ministering the Sacraments according to Christ's ordinance, and thus 
corporately within the one holy Catholic and apostolic Church which is His Body. 


2. Hach Church would accept members of the other who passed into its area, 
whether temporarily or permanently, to fellowship, with the status in respect of 
Church membership which they previously possessed in the other Church. 


3. While retaining full freedom to judge of the suitability, in spiritual 
life, general education, theological trainingand general experience, of any 
minister for appointment to a particular charge, each Church would recognise 


the ordinations, administered within the other Church, 


A, Neither Church would by this agreement be committed to acceptance or 
approval of every teaching or practice of the other. 


5, Steps would be taken to set up organs for mutual consultation both about 
the detailed questions arising over the day to day relations, and about matters, 
of principle, concerning the two Churches in their relation to the world, and 
to their members, 


These theological discussions have been in progress since November 1950, and 
covered the following topics: 1. Is external union essential to the Church? 
2. The word and the question of authority in the Church; 3. The Law and the 
Gospel. 4, Union of Christians with Christ; 5, The Doctrine of Election; and 
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6, Paxson end work of the Holy Spirit 


Agreed statements have been adopted on 1. The Law and the Gospel; 2. The 
Doctrine of Election; 3. The relation of Credal and Confessional statements to 
the existence of the Church; and 4. The Lord's Supper. 


The Rev. W. Hellinger, of the Tamil Evangelical ‘tutheran Church, and Bishop 
Newbigin of the Church of South india, presided over the session. The next 
session is to be devoted to the study of "The Nature of the Church," 

E.P.S., Geneva 
SWEDEN New Lay Office in the Swedish National Church 

The Wording of the declaration adopted by the Bishops' Conference with 
regard to the establishment of a new special lay office in the Swedish National 
Church has now been published. The work is chiefly designed for women parish 
“orkers, who are to be specially trained for it. 


Their main task will be spiritual guidance, evangelization, teaching, and 
work among young people and children. Uf the spiritual guidance the declaration 
says that its chief aim is to reach people with whom the Churr? has not been 
able to get into contact through its clergymen, especially in the rapidly 
expanding congregations in the-towns. With regard to teaching the chief emphasis 
is placed on work in study groups, and it is suggested that the lay-workers 
should take part in the confirmation classes, and keep in touch with the parents | 
of the confirmands. Training for this work will be practical as well as theoreti- 
cal, The theoretical training should normally be either that leading to a 
B.D. or the University course for training teachers of religion, whereas the 
practical training is to be given in one-year courses especially arranged for. 
this purpose. | #E.P.S., Geneva 
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wCC Welcomes Orthodox Bishop in Geneva 


Bishop James CouCouz@s, who was consecrated as titular Bishop of Melita 
in Constantinople in February, has arrived in Geneva. The new Bishop is taking 
up his appointment as liaison representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch at the 
Headquarters of the jvorld Council of Churches. He was met on arrival by the 
World Council's Acting General Secretary, Dr. Robert Mackie. 


Interviewed on arrival, the bishop said: "His Holiness, the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Athenagoras I, in sending me here to represent him and the Holy 
Synod among you, gives not only an indisputable evidence of his interest in 
the world Council of Churches, but also the measure of his faita in the purpose- 
fulness of the work of the world Council and the way it is conducted. 


His last words to me were that 1 bear witness to the firm and unshakable 
faith of the Greek Orthodox Church as a whole that Christians all over the 
world cannot have their being except in their unity with Christ, who prayed 
before His death that those who believe in Him may be one. 


My mission therefore, hs emphasized to me, as a Liaison and Representative : 
of the Greek Urthodox Faith. can only be fulfilled through my unquestionable 
consecration and service to our common ultimate wish and ideal: to reach unity 
in and under Christ through mutual respect, understanding and labour to search, 
know and possess the TRUE FAITH or the TRUTH which is Christ our Lord." 


when the appointment of the Bishop of MéMtawas announced last February, 
the World Council of Churches welcomed it through the General Secretary, Dr. W.A. 
Visser't Hooft, who said: "This appointment is another and very important proof 
of the attachment of the Ecumenical Patriarch to the World Council's cause." 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


No. 14/15 - April 8/15, 1955 Tea A 95 


During the next few weeks Bishop James will confer with officers of the 
Divisions and Departments of the World Council of Churches in order to lay 
plans for a wider two-way exchange of correspondence and documentation between 
the world Council and its Eastern Orthodox member churches. He was officially 
welcomed by the officers and staff of the Council at a meeting called on Satur- 
day, April 2. E.P.S., Geneva 


TURKEY Ecumenical Patriarchate Proclaims a Saint 


(Istanbul) - Nicodemus the Haghiorite, an 18th century monk, has been proclaimed 
a saint by the Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. It is the first major 
canonization in the Orthodox Church since 1903 when St. Seraphim of Sarov was 
raised to the altar by the Holy Synod of the Russian Urthodox Church. 


July 14, the anniversary of St. Nicodemus’ death in 1809, will be observed 
in the Church calendar as the saint's day. Liturgical offices and vespers for its 
observance are now being prepared by monks of the wonastery of Haghia Lavra on 
Mount Athos in Greece and will be submitted shortly to the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
for approval. 


- Born in 1748, the saint bore the name of Nicolaus during his early life and 
education at Smyrna in Asia Minor. He took the name of Nicodemus when, at the 
age of 26, he became a member of the monastic community of the Monastery of St. 
Dionysius on wlount Athos where he spent the remainder of his life. The basis of 
his fame and influence is the large body of his spiritual writings, 


Important among the latter was "Philokalia", an anthology of passages from 
the Fathers of the Church relating to the Prayer of Jesus, which Nicodemus com- 
piled on the basis of an earlier, similar work by Lorenzo Scupoli. 


Published at Venice in 1782, the volume remains of importance among Urthodox, 
especially in monastic circles where The Jesus Prayer has been the subject of 
increasing theological thought and writing to the present day. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


GREECE Athens Evangelical Church gets Permit to Rebuild 


According to the American Mission to Greeks (New York) permission has been 
granted by the Greek government for the construction of a new First Evangelical 
Church in Athens, The durch, established more than 100 years ago, is the oldest 
house of worship of the Evangelical Church in Greece. it is situated opposite 
the Parthenon and at the foot of the Acropolis. The old edifice will be demolished 
and a new one built on the same site, 


The permit,was given with the consent of Archbishop Spyridon of Athens, head 
of the Orthodox Church in Greece. According to Greek law, the Archbishop of Athens 
and Greece must give his ccnsent before the civil government grants a permit 
for the building of a non-Orthodox church, E.P.S., Geneva 


The Scriptures Published in over a Thousand Languages 


(London) - According to the United Bible Societies the whole Bible had been 
published in 206 languages by the end of 1954, the complete New Testament in 
26U other tongues, and at least one complete book of the Bible in 618 further 
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languages and dialects - a total of 1,084 languages and dialects. 
At least one Gospel was printed for the first time in 1954 in the following 


‘languages: Bandi (Liberia), Red Bobo (French west Africa), Kom (Assam), Quecha: 


Ayacucho and Quechua: Junin and Shipibo (Peru), and Tagaba-oa (Philippine Islands), 
E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES First Congressional Prayer-Room Opened 


(Washington, D.C.) - The new prayer and meditation room of the United States 
Capitol was opened on March 18th, It is the first prayer chamber in the history 


of Congress. Situated immediately off the rotunda under the Dome it is as centrally | 


located between the two Houses as is possible. 


A committee of clergymen advised the Capitol Architect of’ Burnishings of the 
room. 1t comprised Dr, Frederick Brown Harris (Methodist), chaplain of the Senate; 
Dr. Bernard Braskamp (Presbyterian), chaplain of the House; Rabbi Norman Gersten- 
feld, pastor of washington Hebrew Congregation; anu the Rev. Edward J, Herrmann, 
assistant chancellor of the Homan Catholic archdiocese of Washington, 

E.P.S., Geneva 


CEYLON Freedom to Worship 


(Colombo) - On September 7th 1954 the Executive Committee of the National Christian 
Council agreed to ask the Prime Mliniste: to meet a deputation to discuss some 
matters of principle arising out of the Government's policy with regard to the 
celebration of Buddha Jayanthi,. 


When the Executive Committee learned that no reply had been received from 
the Prime wlinister it was resolved to renew the request, and to enlarge the 
scope of the proposed conversation to include "an expression of our concern at 
the growing tendency in the country to bring pressure upon the Government to give 
a religious character to the general policy of the State," 


On November 1954 the press announced the decision of the Minister of Home 
Affairs "to discuss with representatives of Christian groups ths question of 
a policy in regard to the building of churches", The statement went on to draw 
attention to "a law passed in 1818 by which permission had to be obtained by t* > 
Government to build a Church", and it was suggested that it was desirable that 
this law should now be enforced. 


The Executive Committee of the National Christian Council advised all its 
constituent bodies that they should not accept an invitation to discuss this 
matter with the Home Minister until the proposed interview had been held with 
the Prime Minister, 


in the meantime the researches of bishop Kulandran revealed that the so- 
called law of 1818 was a proclamation which was in fact a stricture upon Kandyan 
chieftains for their t in the rebellion of the previous year, and an assertion 
that the protection of Government was being extended to other religions in 
addition to Buddhism: the purpose of the clause referred to is to ensure that 
these other religions shall also have the right to erect places of worship. 


Rarly in 1955, the Prime Minister issued an invitation to the Heads of 
Churches to meet him "to discuss matters of mutual interest". This was a Con- 
ference to which all the heads of Churches had been summoned, and at which the 
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Home Minister was also a participant, and the subject for discussion was to be 
the crucial matter of licences for church buildings, According to The Christian 
News Bulletin issued by the Study Department of the National Christian Council 
in Colombo this conference "was not a success", E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Representatives ot the Russian Church invited by leaders of the 
Church in the Rhineland 


On March 31st Metropolitan Nikolai, head of the Foreign Department of the 
Church in Moscow, arrived in Mtihlheim (Ruhr) together with Professors Doktusov 
and Lysikow of the iloscow Theological Academy; they were welcomed at the "Haus 
der Begegnung" by Dr, Held as guests of the leaders of the Church in the Rhine- 
land. The delegates sent by the Russian Church, who were visiting Western Germany 
for the first time, were accompanied by Father Statow, Archpriest of the 
Orthodox Church in Potsdam, who is the representative at present of the Moscow 
Patriarchate in Western Europe, On friday the delegation went with Dr. Held to 
Bonn, where they met Prelate Kunst, the representative of the German Evangelical 
Church in the Federal Goverrment. This was follower by a reception in Bonn given 
by the Faculty of Protestant Theology. 


in his short Speech of welcome to the delegates in Muhlheim, Dr. Held ex- 
pressed the hope that their visit would strengthen the relations between the 
Russian and the German Churches, relations which had already been fostered by 
the journeys taken by Pastor wiartin Niemdller and br, Gustav Heinemann. These 


contacts might also have an important influence on the understanding between the 


two nations. Metropolitan Nikolai replied that he also hoped their visit to Germany 
would promote the friendship between the two Churches. 


Metropolitan Nikolai will spend some days in Western Germany, meeting with 
German theologians and visiting church organisations. The two Russian Professors 
will also attend the meeting of the "Rheinische Pfarrerbruderschaft" (Brotherhood « 
of Rhenish Pastors) to be held at Winningen on the Moselle from April 12th to 14th. 


‘The well-known Prague theologian, Professor Josef Hromadka, has also been invited 


to this meeting, &eP.S., Geneva 


Pastoral letter of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands 
ee ren ofr tne Netherlands 


On March 28 and 29, 1955, the General Synod of the Keformed Church agreed to 
a draft Pastoral Letter on the theme "lhe Life of a Christian in Dutch Society", 


in a preface the Synod recalls the appeal ot the Church made to the Dutch 
people in 1945, "Now, after ten years, when there is reason for thankfulness andnot 
uneasiness, now that the mandate of the Roman Catholic bishops has called for a 
reconsideration, a more detailed publication on the reformed vision of Christian 
life in our times is needed. The Pastoral Letter, therefore, is not meant as an 
answer to the R.C. mandate, theugh it may serve as a guide in the conversation 
between the Reformed Churches and the Roman Catholic Church";: ° 


In the chapter on "Church and Culture" the Synod says, being a Christian now. 


means that we must submit to the lordship of Christ, not that we should have an 


Opinion on the meaning of life, "It is not a philosophy of life, but a decision of 
faith, which affects life as a whole," 
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Being a Christian is a task which does not come naturally. we are different 
from the world, But tis does not exclude our communion with the world: it is ine 
Cluded. for the world is, like ourselves, the object of God's mercy. 


There are no set rules for Christian behaviour in this world. Precepts are 
only valid for a certéin time. In our days a strong solidarity is called for. 
Now an appeal is made to Christians to stand beside man, who - unlike man in the 
igth century - suffers from life. The barrier between Christ and the powers of 
darkness is difficult to discern and very often does not coincide with the dividing- 
line between organizations of Christians and non-Christians. 


The Church, an institution Of a al ai bie and mystical nature, is turned 
towards God, but it is also bound up with the world and has a task towards culture, 
This consists in creating an opportunity for worried and threatened humans to turn 


to God, The Church sides with culture, though it may object to certain expressions 
of culture." 


tn the chapter on "Church and State" the letter remarks that the state is 


instituted by God. The state is meant for man, equally for Christians and non- 
Christians. 


"Sometimes, people who do not know of God's intentions will surpass Christians 


in obedience; sometimes they do not. Anyhow, solidarity is demanded," 


Political parties are the forms in which we give expression to our political 


responsibility. there is a deep difference of opinion as to the choice we have to 


make, All kinds of factors - religious and non-religious - play a part. The Church 


must ask its members to test the cause of their party against the cause of the 
Kingdom, 


The Church stands in the breach for a democratic policy of the state. In 
view of the co-responsibility for freedom, which Christians and non-Christians 
share equally, Christians may not put obstacles in the way of humanists when they 
Wish to have a share in the spiritual care of man. For the sake of that freedom, 
the restriction to hold Roman Catholic processions shculd remain in force. 


The Church must not exercise any moral constraint on its members concerning 
their choice c’ apolitical party. It may be necessary for the Church to warn against 
a special party, if it wrongly makes the impression of being compatible with the 
Christian faith, where-s this is not the case in the eyes of the Church, But such 


4 possibility does not present itself at this moment. 


The exclusive demand to join a political party on thestz@ngth of the confes-— 
Sion of the Church must be marked as taking the name of God in vain 


* 


Not only the progvamme, or the ideals of a party are decisive for its allegiance 
to the word of Ged, but the extent to which it takes a definite stand, 


In this country the practices of none of our democratic parties can be identi- 
fied with the will of God, It would be a sin to do this. lhe name of God would then 
be made subservient to an attitude which is determined by all kinds of human 


factors," 


In the chapter on "Church and Society" the pastoral letter takes as a starting- 


point what the tuo Assemblies of the world Council of Churches have said on the 


Py 


4 


_ "responsible society", There is no unanimity among Christians as to the forms of 


organization of this responsibility. In the past century several Christian organi- 
zations were formed, for reasons which are understandable and just. 
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These organizations were a manifestation of the order of God in society. 
Though the motives have remained the same, the question may be put if these motives 
must lead to the same decisions in our time. what once was a necessary decision 
of faith, has now become a general doctrine of faith for many Christians. It is a 
view, which is strongly favoured by Roman Catholics, but also by some Reformed 
Christians. The danger of such a view is, that closed groups are formed and the 
unity within our people is lost. It is the task of the Reformed Church to sound a 
warning then. This development may cause the denial of God's word by the people 
as a whole. The principle of Christian organizations may not be regarded as a 
command given by God. Christians should cooperate with others in building a 
responsible society. 


From case to case, depending on many factors, they will have to make their 
choice for a "general" or a "special" organization. In our divided society the 
Church must give expression to its responsibility in the most general way, 


The same principles are valid for the "World of Nations and the ecumenical 
world", the theme of the next chapter. Here too, the Church has to bear witness in 
Close contaot with the other Reformed Churches, and to ask its members to speak 
of God's justice within the bodies for cooperation. This contact is especially 
necessary for the Christians who live beyond the abyss between East and West, 

| E.P.S., Geneva 


FRANCE . ‘A task in its fullness 


"The ecumenical movement is attracting more and more attention in the world 
as one of the great realities of contemporary church history. The way in which 
this movement has gained strength since the beginning of this century was shown 
in a striking manner at Evanston at the Second Assembly of the world Council of 
Churches, The preparations for and the discussions at this Assembly have set in 
motion such a tremendous amount of information and such a wealth of theological 
reflections and studies that it may seem rather bold to try to give an exact and 
complete idea of them. That. is mainly due to the fact that a conference like the 
Evanston Assembly is very closely linked up with the development of the world 
Council of Churches and with the activities undertaken by its permanent bodies." 


These are the opening remarks made in the introduction to the last number of 
"TSTINA", the quarterly Roman Catholic review of ecumenical affairs, published in 
Paris. This number is entirely devoted to the outcome of the Second Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches (Evanston, August 1954). 


"We shall not fail to follew mp ... the ecumenical discussion", declare the 
editors of ISTINA, They go on to say: "The development (or rather the evolution) 
of the ecumenical movement has certainly led it to tackle wider problems and to 
examine the nature of the Church and the unity of the Church at a very deep level, 
where we must try to follow it. 1t is sure to be interesting and beneficial to the 
Catholic theologian ... if the ecumenical discussion is to be carried on in all 
these spheres at once, it is easy to realise that the number of Catholics quali- 

. fied to study the ecumenical problem is far from adequate for the requirements of 
‘the situation, Not that there is any lack of specialists in history or inter- 
national law, sociologists, experts on missions, etc. But since they belong to the 
Church, they usually carry on their studies within a Roman Catholic setting and 
from a purely Roman Catholic point of view. As they take no interest in the parallel 
studies which are being undertaken within the non-Roman Churches, they are ill-pre- 
pared to enter into conversation with their non-Catholic colleagues, still less 
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with the committees or commissions set up by the world Council for the common 
study of the problems under consideration. by the member Cuuvehetce." 


"It is true", ISTINA continues, "that the Roman Church refuses to join the 
World Council of Churches and that, although it does allow its theologians to 
take part in ‘ecumenical meetings' it imposes severe conditions concerning the 
choice of participants and the necessary permission.but the documents which state 
this position have never failed to affirn that tae Holy See. as such was not en- 
tirely uninterested in the efforts mace by non-Roman Christendom to recover the 
lost unity of the Church, And during the last few years experience has shown that 
the competent euthorities in the Roman Church have always been ready to grant per- 
mission for attendance at small meatings (which they consider more effectual) 
which do not present opportunities for noisy publicity. Furthermore, a fact 
which, in our opinion, has not received sufficient attention, the last document 
on Pasntea! matters published by the Holy See, the Taseeicticn Ecclesia 
Catholica of December 20th, 1949, places no restrictions on discussions concern- 
ing ‘the improvement of the social order and other questions of the same kind’. 
They az2 an implicit encouregemerit to the plans which we Catholics advocate in the 
same sphere as several of the important themes dealt with at Evanston, to which 
all our separated brethren plan to devote further study: social questions, inter- 
national affairs, racial problems, etc." | 


"But there is another aspect to the problem. No one who reads the Evanston 
documents carefully can fail to be struck by the inadequate attention paid in the 
discussions of the world Council of Churches to the fact of the Roman Catholic 
Church, It is true, the World Council can only speak in the name of the churches 
which are its members. Nor can it take any direct action about the relations bet- 
ween churches which are not affiliated to it. We must not forget that «on if some 
rather unfon? 77 remarks were made about our Church at Evanston, nevertheless, it 
is clear that many of the influential personalities in the World Council cannot 
envisage any prospect of ecumenism worthy cf the name, which would leave the 
Catholic Church out of account. But - unless it is merely a deferential formula - 
a statement of this kind implies a readiness tc face the fact that the Roman Church 
is alive and active in all the spheres which the World Council is tackling. This is 
particularly ebvious in the sphere of missionary activities. The fact that the 
Catholic Church has proved itself the leading missionary Church (both im the past 
and at present) cannot be without significance for those who have been led through 
their ecumenical experience to recognise that its missionary calling is one of 
the basic characteristics of the Church, In any case, it is painful to us to hear 
the expression 'the great ecumenical as aaa used as if it were restricted to the 
official members of the World Council of Churches. Doubtless those who express 
themselves in this way are using the wor 'esumenical' in a limited sense, which 
does not prevent them from thinking about it in a wider'sense..." E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES National Council's Message to President Bisenhower 


(New York) - Officers of the National Council of Churches urged President 
Bisenhower to resist the pressure of those who advocate ae Phy that could lead 
to a third world war, 


The message telegraphed to the white House and made public by the National 
Council, was signed by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president; Ernest A. Gross, chair- 
man and Walter wW. Van Kirk, executive director, of the Ceuncil's department of 
international affairs. 
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The text of the message follows: 


"We the undersigned officers of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in the U.S.A, appeal to you to take all honourable steps to the end that the 
crisis in At*a of which the Formosa Ctrait issue is a part, may be peaceably re- 
solved, We look %u you to resist the pressure of those who, however sincere, 
appear to advocate policies that could lead to a third world war. We would regard 
as extremely unfortunate any course of action in Asia that would imperil the 
goodwill and cooperation of our friends and allies. 


"It is our fervent de ire that in this hour of national peril you will once 
again call upon the American people to exercise patience and restraint: that you 
will caution against the risks of unilateral action: that you will utilize to the 
fullest extent such facilities for negotiation as may be available through the 
Vaited Nations or elsewhere, | 


"The Chines communist regime is a force in being, even though we ¢o not 
recognize it nor deal with it in the United Nations. At present th-r9 exists bet- 
ween that regime and our government only a menacing stalemate. The security of 
our nation, as well as our tradition of responsibility in world affairs, require 
that every possible effort be made to resolve this problem, we believe negotiation 
is the most practicable means for seeking solutions consistent with principle. We 
reject the view that negotiation is appeasement. Appeasement lies in the surrender 
of principle, 


it is true that experience with communism teaches us that what passes for 


“negotiation only too often is a cover for deceit. Yet this very fact can, by 


skillful diplomacy, be converted into a means of enlightening world opinion con-- 
cerning the pitfalls cn the way to peace. lie are not competent to suggest what 
the most effective procedures for negotiation may be under the circumstances 
currently prevailing. We are convinced, however, that there is no substitute for 
negotiation except the arbitrament of force, which creates vastly greater pro- 
blems than it can ever sol=2, B.P.S., Geneva 


Europe .efore East-West Discussion 


‘Ihe Committee on the Christian Responsibility for European Cooperation 
met in Berlin, April 1, 2 and 3, to discuss developments in the European situation 
Since the ratification by France and Germany of the Paris and London Treaties. and 
in view of the possibility now being discussed for an understanding with the 
Soviet Union regarding Germany and other European problems, A statement issued by 
the Committee "Kurope before East-West Discussions" gives its views on these 
subjects, The statement declares that "After ten years of uneasy peace a final 
settlement with regard to Germany and Austria and the position of a number of 
other Eastern European states is still not achieved, Negotiations between the 
great powers are bound to take place in the coming months. The peoples of Eastern 
Hurope have a right to expect from the western alliance a fresh effort to reach 
lasting understanding with the Soviet Union now that western cooperation is secure 
and the structure of the future Europe takes form and shape. Negotiations will 
however bring about results only after careful preparation and in an atmosphere 


of realism... It is probable that advance can only be made-step by step. The 


Committee is of the opinion that the first step should be the independence of 
Austria and the reunification of Germany, but that no settlement should be made at 
the expense of other people," E.P.S., Geneva 
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Dr. C.L. Patijn of Holland presided over the meeting of the Committee which 
is an unofficial group of laymen meeting biennially for study of the responsi- . 
bility oi Christians in relation to the issues of suropean economic and political 
life today. Also present were Professor René Courtin of France, Dr. lax Kohnstamm 
(Iuxembourg), Dr. Cle Bjorn Kraft of Denmark, Mr. Jchn Edwards, M.P. of the United 
Kingdom, Dr. Walter Bauer and Dr. von Thadden-Trieglaff of Germany, and ul. Pierre 
Mahillon of Belgium. Present as guests of the Committee were Professor ©. von 
Dietze, the president of the Synod of the EKiD, Pasteur Bourget, president of the 
National Synod of the French Keformed Church, and others. 


in its 4-page statement, the Committee gave much attention to the question 
how the new western alliance which is being created by restoring full sovereignty 
to western Germany and by admitting her to western European Union and to the North 
Atlantic Treaty Urganisation, can be used in a further attempt to reach an under- 
standing with the Soviet Union. The Committee was agreed that "Nothing will more 
favourably influence the Soviets to consider a final settlement than quiet strength, 
unity and a rising standard of living in western Europe. Such strength does not” 
make for war but for peace if the legitimate demands for security of the Soviet 
Union are recognised and eventually met in the final negotiations which are bound 
to come. Only under such conditions can it be expected that the Soviet Union will 
restore freedom and the right of self-determination to the peoples now under their 
control," E.P.S., Geneva 


World Council of Churches Represented at United Nations ileeting on Discrimination 


Under the auspices of the United Nations a conference on "The Eradication ~ 
of Discrimination and Prejudice" was held from Mlarch 31 to April 4. in Geneva. 


The International wlissionary Council and the World Council of Churches were 
represented at the meeting through the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, The CCIA delegation was made up of Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde (director of CCIA), 
Dr. Elfan Kees (permanent representative in urope of CCIA), and the Venerable I.G.A. 
Jadesimi, Arch Deacon of Kano, Nigeria. | 


Dr. Nolde, in speaking for the churches within the world Council and for the 
International Missionary Council on the opening day of the meeting, appealed strongly 
for consideration of all problems of discrimination on any grounds against the back- » 
ground of the Univers=], Declaration.of Human Rights, He said, “if the battle against 
discrimination is to be won, the people must fight it. If we as non-governmental 
organisations are to provide effective leadership and drive, naiveté and sentimental- 
ism must give way to diagnostic thinking and realistic action." Dr. Nolde eritic- 
ised the tendency to think of human rights as being invoked only on behalf of suffer- 
ing minorities. He said that human rights were meant to be for all. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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Message from the Presidents of the world Council of Churches 


Whitsunday 1955 


Grace be unto you and peace from God 
our Pather and the Lord Jesus Christ. 


As Presidents of the world Council of Churches we greet our 
brethren of the churches participating in the World Council. 


A year ago at this time we were called to pray for God's bles- 
sing upon the coming General Assembly of the Council. Now in retrospect 
we can join in thanksgiving to God for the many blessings granted to us as 
: a result of the Evanston Assembly. With frank and sincere facing of many 
differences there was revealed a deep underlying unity of Christian love 
and mutual understanding. Despite the barriers of space, of race, of nation= 
ality, of varying ecclesiastical traditions, and of theological emphasis 
we remain brothers in Christ. Jn this fact may be found a source of spirit- 
ual strength for the present and of high promise for the future. 


There are stern realities in our world which must be met 
courageously. There is strife between men and nations. In many places men 
do not have that freedom which is their deep desire. millions of the children 
of God are without the barest necessities of life. We dare not forget the 
plight of those who through no fault of their own are helpless refugees. 
Christendom is divided and therefore its witness is weakened. 


But these difficulties are accompanied by equally real oppor- 
tunities. Gountless men, women, boys and girls everywhere stand in need 
of the unsearchable riches of the Gospel, and of the peace of God which 
passes all understanding. In the light of the tragedy of our times there 
is urgent need for groups of men and women everywhere working more closely 
together in Christian love in the service of Christ. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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We may well ask ourselves: "Who is sufficient for these things?" 
the answer comes from our blessed Saviour Jesus Christ: "Ask ardye shall 
receive, knock and it shall be opened unto you". 


So at this season of Pentecost let us pray that the Holy Spirit 
make our hearts burn within us so that we may better understand the mind 
of Christ and more deeply realise our need of one another. L2t us pray 
especially that all men may be granted the opportunity to worship the Al- 
mighty in full freedom. And let our prayer be accompanied by a solemn 
rededication of our lives to the gracious purpose of God, 


We urge the offering of this age-old prayer to God through 
Jesus Christ: 


Veni Creator Spiritus 
Come Holy Ghost our souls inspire 
And lighten with celestial fire. 


FO FE set 


The Presidents of the world Council of Churches are: 


The Very Keverend John Baillie, Principal of New College, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, Presbyterian 


Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, bishop inBuenos Aires, Argentine, 
Methodist 

The Bishop of Chichester, The Right kev. GK.A, Bell, United 
Kingdom, Anglican 

Bishop F.K, Otto Dibelius, Pishop of Berlin and President of the 
Council of the enone Church. in 
Germany 

Mar Juhanon, Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Syrian 


Church of Malabar, South India 


Archbishop Michael, New York. Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 


; of Ncrth and South America 
The Right Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, New York. Presiding Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Wace 


"The Ecumenical Heview"' 


Gince the question of the presentation of Christ as the hope of Israel 
aroused considerable comment at the second Assemoly of the orld Council 
of Churches held at Evanston, U.S.A., last August, the latest number of 
"The Ecumenical Review", the quarterly publication of the Werld Council of 
Churches is mainly devoted to the question of relationships of the Church 
to the Jewish people. This April numeer contains the following articles: 


"The Aoiding Uoncern of the Church for the Jewish People” 
by Professor Joseph Sittler, an American lutheran; 

"ihe Jewish Wuestion as an Ecumenical Problem" by Dr, F. Ernest 
Johnson (Consultant of the Department of Church and Economic Life ne: the 
National Council of Churches, U.S.A.); 
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"Bringing the Gospel to the Jews" by Ur, Gote Hedenquist 
(Uirector of the Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews of the 
International missionary Council); 

"The Rediscovery of Israel in Contemporary Catholicism" 
by Mlle. Jacqueline Plantié, (professor in the Lycée at Aix-en-Provence, 
France) ; 

"The Christian Hope and the Mystery of israel" by Professor 
F, Lovsky (a professor of the Lycée at Poligny, France and secretary of 
the French Protestant Federation's Committee for Witness to Israel); 

"Cooperation between Christians and Jews" by Dr. W. W. Simpson 


(General Secretary of the Council of Christians and Jews in Great Britain). 


As the above titles show, the whole problem of the Christian 
responsibility for the Jews is faced, with its implications. 


There are two appreciations of Dr. John Mott, the late President 
of the World Council of Churches, whose death has left a gap in many inter- 
national Christian bodies; these articles are by Dr. J.H. Oldham (London) 
and Professor Karl Barth (Basle). 


The main part of the #cumenical Chronicle in this issue consists of 
quotations from articles on the Evanston Assembly which have appeared from 
Church Puvlications in America, #ngland, Holland, France, Germany and Sweden, 
and from the Urthodox Church, Quotations are also given from articles written 
within Churches which do not participate in the world Council of Churches, 
such as the Missouri Synod of the lutheran Vhurches in the U.S.A., the Seventh 
Day Adventists, the Unitarians, the "Christian Reformed Church" and the Roman 
Catholic Church, these various "voices on Evanston" are commented upon 
in the "World Council Diary" which also contains an article by J.D. Atkinson 


(originally broadcast from New Zealand) describing the situation today in 
Korea, 7 


The last pages of the number contain reviews of recent books, which 
will be of interest to all who follow the development of the ecumenical movement 
 E.P.S., Geneva 


SPAIN The Chapel of Saragossa closed by the Police 


On March 17th, early in the afternoon, several policemen arrived 
at No. 34 rue Madre Sacramento, Saragossa, and in the presence of two wit- 
nesses informed the pastor that the chapel would be closed "because a secret 
meeting had been held there on March 13th without the permission of the au- 


thorities", ithe police immediately affixed the legal seals to the door and 
windows, ; . 


This is the second time that an order has been received to close 
the chapel. lhe first time was after Haster 1953, when it had been opened 
without permission, because the formalities for arranging its transfer had 
already taken four years; on that occasion the authorities did not affix legal 
seals, but simply said that one document was missing from the file. This. 
document (a certificate of the Burequ of Hygiene declaring that the premises 
conformed with the requirements in the town) was then obtained and sent to 
the authorities, for inclusion in the file; although they did not receive 
an official permit, the congregation assumed that everything was in order and 
began to hold services in the chapel, E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDUM Russian Churchmen Invited to Britain 
UNE ERY BAENGDOM Bssien vourcamen invited to britain 


(London) - the British Council of Churches has invited a representative de- 
legation from the Churches in the U.S.S.R. to visit Britain during the first 
two weeks of July next. 


; The invitation, signed by the Archbishop of Canterbury (President), 
the Very Rev. Professor J. Pitt-uatscn and Mrs, w.B, tidley (Vice-Presidents), 


the Bishop of London (Chairman of the Executive), the Rev. Dr, Hugh Martin, 


C.H,, and the Rev. R.D. Say (General Secretary) states that the Churches 
associated in the Council would greatly value the opportunity of renewing 
friendly relations ana fellowship which such a visit would give. 


if the invitation is accepted it is expected that the members of the ~ 
delegation will be the guests of the Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth 
Palace whilst they are in London and that they will also spend several days 
in Scotland. It is hoped that the delegation will include representatives of 
the Urthodox Church, the Baptists, the ‘Arminians, the lutherans and the Old 
Believers, E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Exchange between German and Russian theological stadents 


(iilheim) - wetropolitan Nikolai, head of the Foreign Office of the Moscow 
Church, who recently visited the Church in the Rhineland as the representative 
of the Patriarch Alexius (see E.P.S. No. 14/15), at a press conference des- 
cribed his visit to Germany, following upon the visit of Pastor Martin Nie- 
moller and Dr. Gustav Heinemann to Moscow, as "the third bud on the tree of 
friendship between German and Russian Christians!" Russian Christians now had 
a real feeling of respect and love for German Protestants. Once again it had 
been proved that mutual love to Jesus Christ was the strongest link in the 
world, 


in reply to questions from representatives of the press, Metropolitan 
Nikolai confirmed that an exchange of theological students in the Soviet Union 
and in Germany is planned, 


When visiting the Protestant Faculty of Theology at the University 
of Bonn, Metropolitan Nikolai reported that the Moscow Patriarchate was 
preparing a new edition of the Bible. Professor Iwand (bonn) proposed that 
regular information should be exchanged about the theological literature puh- 
lished in the two countries, and an exchange of students, It was agreed with the 
Metropolitan that further details should be prepared by the Foreign Office of 
the German Church at Frankfurt-am-Main. The publication of a short history of 
the German thurch struggle from 1933 to 1945 by Dr, Niemoller was also suggested 

; E.P.S., Geneva 


INDIA Church Women Report on Indian Visit in course of World 
ah na Sa oe ree es a et ee te re 
Tour 


On a six-day visit to Delhi a delegation of church women who are 
making a two months! fellowship tour around the world conferred with Christian 
women leaders to talk over with them their common concerns for world peace and 
Christian unity. They also met with Indian church and government leaders. To 
the church women in Delhi, as to those in the dozen other countries on the team's 
itinerary, they brought messages from denominational women's groups in the U.S, 
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and an invitation to share in the United Church Women's Seventh Biennial 
Assembly set down to be held in Cleveland, next November. 


The team arrived in Delhi on March 17 from a visit in Calcutta 
where they were guests of honour at a tea given by Dr. H.C, tlucyerjee, Governor 
of Bengal, His excellency, the only Christian governor in India, told the team 
that, "the direct application of the Gospel to the everyday needs of India's 
peoples will help to resolve tensions and will be the most constructive force 
in building friendship between India and America." 


The tour is being sponsored by United Church Women, a general de- 
partment of the National Council of Churches, an organization representing up- 
wards of 10,000,000 U.S, Protestant and Eastern Orthodox church women. The 
delegation included Mirs. James D, Wyker, of iit. Vernon, Ohio, president of the 
U.C.W.; Mrs, David D. Baker, of New York, editor of the official U.C.W, pub- 
lication, The Church Woman; iiss Felicia Sunderlal, of Dehra Dun, India, Directar 

of Women's Work for the United Church of India; and Miss Josefina Phodaca, of 
Manila, the Philippines, attorney and immediate past president of the United 


Council of Church Women of the Philippines. E.P.S., Geneva 
MO 60 wits The Moscow Patriarchate Writes to the World Council of Churches 


. "Without renouncing her basic policy of not mixing in politics, the 
Russian Orthodox Church does not remain unconcerned for the secular life of 
her members in its manifold aspects and considering them exclusively from the 
Orthodox position, it guides its faithful people to a Christian understanding 
of life." : 


This statement forms the introduction to a letter sent by Nikolai, 
Mietropolitan of Krutice and Kolomna, to one of the Presidents of the World 
Council of Churches, Bishop Otto Dibelius, and to its General Secretary, Dr, 
WA, Visser't Hooft. Metropolitan Nikolai's letter represents the first response 
of the Russian Orthodox Church to the Appeal and the other Agreements issued by 
the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches held at Evanston (OyS Ay) 
last August; these documents were sent (by the above recipients of the letter 
from Moscow) late last autumn to Archbishop Boris, Exarch of the Patriarchate's 
Church in Berlin, to be passed on to the Patriarch Alexius. 


"The problem of the peaceful coexistence of different political and 
social systems," the letter continues, “is today, indeed, a question of the ut- 
most importance, This is all the more important in its Christian significance, 
since the maintenance of peace in the world, which is our task, depends on its 
positive or negative solution," 


In reply to the Appeal of the Assembly, Metropolitan Nikolai remarks: 
"we cannot avoid calling particular attention to the call for the creation of a 
new atmosphere in the mutual relationships between the different states, an 
atmosphere in which there would be no place for unfriendly relationships bet— 
ween neighbours," 


The Metropolitan then goes on to explain: "The desires and recommend 
ations expressed by the W.C.C. calling governments and nations to continue 
discussion and to promote the exchange of visits for building up of mutual under 
standing are in our opinion a serious basis for peaceful co-existence of dife . 
ferent social and political systems," especially because "the Russian Church 

has long condemned the seeds sown by certain militaristic circles which attempt 
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to create an atmosphere of fear between the nations and of unjustified mis-— - 
trust of the peace-loving attitude of our country." 


With regard to the conditions mentioned by the W.C.C. as essential 
for preventing a world catastrophe (the progressive abolition of all weapons 
of mass destruction , including atom-bombs and hydrogen-bombs) and the ab- 
solute certainty "that no nation will undertake aggressive or subversive 
activities in other countries or support them," the patriarch says that this 
statement by the W.C.C. was in accordance with "the unanimous desire of all the . 
forces for peace." The iletropolitan expressly remarks that "the strict ob- 
servance of the governmental principle of non-intervention lays down most im- 
portant conditionsfor the creation of a new atmosphere in international re- 
lationships. Christian conscience forces us to this view." 


The letter continues: "We consider it to be our moral duty to express 
our understanding and sympathy for the justified demands of people in the eco- 
nomically under-developed countries and for their call to other nations and 
peoples to help in raising their living standard, as these demands are mentioned 
in the Appeal of the W.C.C. Particularly we must point our that the disarmament 
of the great powers would release the necessary means for the pursuance of this 
noble goal." 


Metropolitan Nikolai then expresses the hope that the creation of 
a just international order may contribute towards "putting a stop to the arma- 
ments competition among certain of the great powers". In the opinion of the 
Russian Urthodox Vhurch "the efforts of the representatives of Christian 
Churches to create better understanding between churches .nd nations to 
strengthen their closer friendly relationships and the spirit of Christian love 
would be of inestimable service to mankind for the establishment of peace and 
justice on earth." 


"Cf equal importance is without doubt the prayer of World Christendom 
for peace which rises to Almighty God, in sure confidence in the impregnability 
of faith and in hope in Christ as the source of peace," 


Here the Metropolitan, in parenthesis, draws attention to the active 
role played by the Russian Orthodox Church between 1948 and 1954 in promoting 
peace in innumerable practical ways. In particular the Friends of the World 
Council of peace obtained the blessing of the HKussian Orthodox Church, which 
sees in "it the faithful gathering of men of good will for the creation of 
lasting international peace... In striving towards the strengthening of the 
struggle for security and establishment of peace in the world, and towards the 
creation of a genuine Christian atmosphere on earth, the W.C.C. anjits members 
could still do very very much," 


Concerning the work of the world Peace Council, Metropolitan Nikolai 
writes: "Without reservation we welcome the initiative of the World Peace 
Council for a controlled campaign of protest against atomic war, and we express 
our conviction that the hundreds of millions of signatures affixed to the 
appeal issued by the World Council of Peace in Vienna will be an impregnable 
bulwark against the warmongers; we ask the W.C.C. to place itself at the head 
of the Christians in the ecumenical movement in giving their support to the 
appeal." For in the view of the Church of the Moscow Patriarchate, the text of 
the Message of the Evanston Assembly and of the report of the Commission on 
Christians in the struggle for a World Community include "to a great extent 
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purely political matters which present the world situation today in a most 
biased fashion," 


Concerning the religious situation in the U.S.5.h., Metropolitan 
Nikolai writes: "In our country, as is well known, religious freedom, the un- 
hindered activity of the churches, is delimited by the law that excludes any 
outside intervention in the life of the Church, The many clerical and secular 
delegatiorf which visit the Soviet Union can bear witness to this fact. And it 
is our joy to discover that their testimony has not been without results." 
E.P.S., Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA Visitors from Germany 


Nine representatives of the German Protestant Church recently 
visited Czechoslovakia as guests of the Ecumenical Council of Czech Churches. 
This Council was formed last year, uncer the Chairmanship of Professor Joseph 
Hromadka (Prague) after the Evanston Assembly, and consists of representatives 
from all the Czech churches affiliated to the World Council of Churches. 


‘(See E.P.S. No. 51, 1954), 


In a report on this visit sent to the Foreign Uffice of the German 
Church (Frankfurt), Oberkirchenrat Dr. Manfred Kruger makes the cheering state- 


ment pee this invitation was given "for genuine theological and ecclesiastical 


reasons," 


"The Church of Christ does not consist of institutions, but of 


_living, believing people, who know and love one another", the report continues, 


The visitors were assisted "with every kindness" in gaining an understanding of 
Czech Pretestantism, 


Some of the German visitors preached at services in town and country, 
and had public and private discussicns with state and church authorities, with 
pastors, students and church-members; they visited church organisations and 
homes, and in all this they enjoyed "complete freedom with no restrictions". 
Dr, Kruger writes: "The political side was scarcely apparent, even at official 
receptions by state authorities. the reserved attitude of the press and radio 
confirmed the impression of a completely unpolitical meeting between Christian 
brethren from neighbouring churches," 


The German visitors were deeply iipressed by the "overwhelming" 
hospitality which was showered upon them everywhere. "It was more than the 
usual courtesy of Czech people," Dr. sruger remarks, "it was their way of show- 
ing how glad they were to be able to resume contact at last with the neighbour- 
ing German Uhurches and with German theology. The state authorities were very 
kindly disposed all the time and seemed to look favourably upon closer con- 
tacts between the German and Ozech churches in future." 


The German visitors paid special attention to the care which the 
Church is giving to the German Frotestants who are still living in Czechos- 
lovakia, 1n some churches in what was formerly the Sudetenland and elswhere, 
services are again being held in Geman. After the services and other meetings, 
Czechs, Slovaks and Poles came up to the German visitors and said, "both our 
nations are in need of the forgiveness of Jesus Christ, and must make a fresh 
beginning together," E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Christian Unity in Britain 


The General Secretary of the British Council of Churches, the 
Rev. R.D. Say, concluded his half~yearly report to the Council on April 19th, 
1955 with some personal reflections upon the task before the Council in the 
coming years. He said: 


"There is little doubt whatever that we are entering a crucial 
period not only in Church relations in this country but in the development 
of the whole ecumenical movement. The honeymoon period is over. And at the 
very moment when reunion talks have reached a critical - some would say 
dangerous — stage, a slow groundswell is beginning which denotes a stirring 
of the waters among those who in their common obedience to out Lord make up the 
several limbs of His Body and who, as their vision clarifies, may become in- 
creasingly impatient with the theologians and the ecclesiastical negotiations. 


"A new set of conversations has recently been started between the 
Church of England and the Church of Scotland, with their sister Churches also 
taking part. Their avowed intent is to find ways and means by which "the Chur- 
ches taking part in the conversations might by God's grace be enabled to 
attain mutually a fuller manifestation of catholicity in faith and order than 
was exhibited by any of them in separation", Many hope and pray that it will 
not be long before Anglicans and Methodists are seeking to attain similar mani- 
festations of catholicity: it may well be that other sets of conversations will 
start between the separated Churches sooner than we dare to expect. 


"If the experience of similar reunion negotiations in the past is 
anything to go by, we can be sure that such talks as may take place in the 
coming years, will be protracted and that they will be beset by every kind of 
disappointment, disillusionment and delay. At one and the same time, if God 
wills, more and more Christians from every tradition will be passing through 
some kind of ecumenical experience, will be joining together in evangelistic 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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endeavours, will be uniting regularly in prayer and worship and will be 
banding themselves together for one purpose or another without regard to 
denominational affiliation, 


"In this exciting and delicate situation the British Council of 
Churches will be called to play its part as a body which is both officially 
representative of the Churches and also effectively in touch with every un- 
official movement for co-operation and unity. It may be called upon to main- 
tain existing friendly relations between the Churches - perhaps for decades - 
if the official talks should come to naught. It may be called upon to restrain 
those enthusiasts whose very enthusiasm for unity might lead them into greater 
disunity. It will certainly be called upon to be so sensitive to the Spirit 
that it may be ready at the right moment to harness the latent power among 
the rank and file of the Churches to give courage and strength to their leaders. 
It will certainly be called upon to keep all Christians true to their obli- 
gation to pray faithfully that they all may be one that the world may believe, " 
E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Making the Refugee Relief Act Work 
wes pi Ali oS er ugee neiiel ACt Work 

(New York) - Church World Service -- international relief wing of the National 
Council of Churches -- has announced it will Send a team of twelve special 


emissaries to Europe to help get the Federal Government's "limping" refugee 
immigration programme into motion, 


The group, relief specialists of the Council agency and several co- 
Operating Protestant and %rthodox church bodies, is going this month and next 
"on a mission to interpret the friendship of U.S. churches and the desire of 
American church people to provide resettlement opportunities in this country 
for all refugees eligible to come here," declared the Rev. R. Norris Wilson, 
Church World Service Executive Director, 


In Europe the missioners wil work as temporary members of the World 
Council of Churches! Staff which has been operating for Church world Service in 
connection with RRA (Refugee Relief Act). Already over 7000 dossiers have been 
submitted to Church World Service for which 2500 assurances have been provided 
by the Americm churches, 


The "fraternal missioners", as they have been designated, will 
visit Germany, Austria and the Netherlands, where the bulk of refugees are now 
housed in some 4,000 camps. Touring the camps and meeting with refugees, the 
church relief leaders will explain the purposes of the 1953 Refugee Relief 
Act, which authorizes entry of 209,0U0 refugees to the U.S.A, E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITFD KINGDOM British Council of Churches Will Receive Gifts for Africa 
eee RN eet EE ecoive iits tor Atrica 


(London) - the British Council of Churches passed a resolution offering it-. 
self as a channel of support for specific educational, welfare and religious 
projects, when these are presented to, and secure the approval of, the 

Executive of the Council and the Conference of British Missionary Societies, 


The resolution commends the principle of direct Church to Church 
aid, and the Council is willing to act as an agency for Christian bodies not 
directly represented in the United Kingdom. 
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It was also resolved to support, by service and gifts, the programmes 
of the Kenya Christian Council and its associated Churches and Missions for 
the rehabilitation of the Kikuyu people (see E.P.S. No. 10). 


Dr. Norman Goodall of the International Missionary Council presented 
the report of the special group which visited South Africa on behalf of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. He said that more important than the Bantu Education 
Act was the policy of apartheid itself, and the widespread support it had 
gained in the Union. Certain features of the Act were generous, though speeches 
by Dr. Verwoerd, the Minister for Native Affairs, had given grounds for sus- 
picion as to the good points of the Act, A dramatic gesture, like the raising 
of a million, or even ten million pounds within a few weeks in this country, 
would not improve the situation in South Africa; it might possibly complicate 


it. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY The Church in the Struggle for Sunday Observance 


(Berlin) - The last meeting of the Conference of the Church in the Eastern 


Zone, which consists of representatives of the governing bodies of all the 


churches in the German Democratic Republic, dealt with the question of the 
observance of Sundays and religious holidays, They came to the conclusion that 
no progress had been made, in spite of all the representations made by the 
Church. The Berlin office of the Chancellery of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany has therefore sent a letter, in accordance with the request of the 
Church Conference in the Eastern Zone, to Otto Nuschke, deputy Minister- 
President of the German Democratic Republic, urgently reminding him of the 
Church's concern for the observance of Sunday. The letter reminds hin that he 
had previously agreed to place considerable restrictions on the public amuse- 
ments allowed on Good Friday, But (the letter continues) this year there had 
again been dancing on Good Friday, and this had deeply hurt the religious 
susceptibilities of many people. 


The letter protested once more against the rapid spread of Sunday 
work. It was a most regrettable fact (the letter declared) that certain in- 
dustries were extolled in the press, because they worked on high days and 
holidays. This policy was bound, in the long run, to lead to the abolition 
of Sunday as the day of rest and Yorship for all. 


The letter refers to the terms of the Constitution of the German 
Democratic Republic, which state that "on Sundays, religious holidays and 
May 1st no work is to be done" and that these holidays are protected by law. 
The letter energetically protests against the present trend to work on Sundays. 
It says that it does so on behalf of many people "who have appealed to their 
churches, asking them to ensure that Sunday is retained as a day of rest for 
them and their families." E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Meeting between Russian Orthodox Professors and Protestant Pastors 


As reported in E.P.S. (No. 14/15 and 16), Metropolitan Nikolai 
visited Germany the week before Easter, as the guest of the Evangelical 
Church in the Rhineland, The week after Easter two other Russian professors 
accepted an invitation to attend the meeting of the "Kheinische Pfarrer- 
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bruderschaft" (Brotherhood of Rhenish Pastors), of which about one quarter 
of all the pastors in the Rhineland are members. 


Visits were paid to church organisations and to factories. The 
visitors were impressed most of all by the excursion to "The Town of Mercy", 
Bethel, near Bielefeld, 


(n April 18th Professor Parijskij, a specialist in Patrology and 
inspector of the Leningrad Religious Academy in Dusseldorf, gave a lecture 
to 150 Rhenish pastors on "The Urthodox Doctrine of the Church", This was 
followed by a report from Dozent Talysin (specialist in Ecelesiastical Law) 
of the Moscow Religious Academy on "Religious Instruction Today". There was then 
a long general discussion on the similarities and differences between the 
Urthodox and Protestant churches. 


A theological discussion had already taken place on April 4th in 
Wuppertal, when Professor Doktussow (a specialist in New Testament and in 
Armenian Church History and aninspector of the Moscow Religious Academy ) 
lectured to the students of the two theological colleges in Wuppertal and 
to the students at the missionary training-college on "The Nature of Ortho- 
doxy". 


A visit to a Catholic Church in Duisburg evoked a graphic quotation 
from the Russian Metropolitan, Platon (18th century), who was frequently 
quoted by members of both churches during these meetings: "The barriers bet— 


ween the confessions do not reach as high as heaven." B.P.o., Geneva 
JAPAN Emperor's Brother to Teach in Christian School 


Prince Mikasa, brother of the present Emperor Hirohito, will shortly 
become a lecturer of the Tokyo Women's Christian College. This is the first 
time in Japanese history that a direct member of the royal family has taken 
a job in a public institution on a salary basis. Since the war Prince ilikasa 
has made an intense study of ancient Hebrew culture and history. He is an 
active member of the Japan Christian Historical Association. Although not a 
Christian himself the Prince is interested in Christianity. Ancient Oriental 
History is the area in which Prince Mikasa will lecture in the Tokyo women's 


Christian College. B.P.S., Geneva 
‘FRANCE Course of Experience in Liturgical Life 


(Paris) - The services during Holy Week and on Easter Eve, held in the Church 
of the Institute of St. Sergius in Paris, are of incomparable beauty and have 
always attracted friends of the Orthodox Church, In order to meet this interest 
the Centre of Orthodox Studies, which works under the auspices of the Institute 
of St. Sergius, this year organised a "Course of experignce in liturgical 
life". During the week preceding the Passion, the participants were initiated 
into the essential characteristics of the liturgy of the Eastern Church, through 
12 lectures and 8 hours of practical work. The lectures were divided into 

three courses of introduction to the liturgy: historical, dogmatic and pheno- 
menological., The practical work included a study of the services of Holy Week. 
All these courses were taken by professors of the Institute of St. Sergius. 

A small library containing works on the liturgy and Urthodox iconography was 
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open to the participants. This week of study was a valuable preparation 

for understanding the celebration of the Passion and of Easter. The course 
concluded with an excursion to the Russian cemetery at Sainte Geneviéve- 
des-Bois, where the participants attended vespers on the afternoon of Easter 
Sunday (April 17th). They also took part in the procession round the cemetery 
and in the fraternal Agape meal, with which the work of the course closed. 


The invitation to take part in this experiment had been sent by 
the Study Centre to theological faculties, religious organisations, and so 
on. They met with a warm response from German Lutherans: 4 students from 
Erlangen University, 2 from Heidelberg, one from Munster and one from the 
Church of Hanover played a responsible part in the work of the course. 
Switzerland sent one sister from the Grandchamp Community, 3 students from 
Neuchatel, Berne and Zurich, and one pastor from Berne. England was repre- 
sented by two theological students. Several students in Paris also joined in 
the studies, and there were some unexpected friends, including an Archdeacon 
of the Anglican Church of Nigeria, a priest from the Old Catholic Church of 
Holland, and a Greek musicologist. Father Belper, OSB, of Chevetogne was 
present at Easter matins and at the midnight mass. 


Judging by the views expressed by participants, the course can 
be considered a great success in the task of mutual understanding and 


rapprochement between the Churches, E.P.S., Geneva 
JAPAN Dr. Kagawa Collapses from Overwork 


(Tokyo) - Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, 67, well known Japanese Protestant evangelist 
collapsed in Osaka on April 6 from overwork. His condition was at first re- 
ported to be serious, but has now improved. 


Dr. Kagawa, who has been in poor health for years, has never ceased 
in his efforts, begun 46 years ago, to improve slum areas in Japan. He was 
engaged in this work in Osaka when he collapsed. Recently Dr. Kagawa devoted 
at least half of each month to evangelistic campaigning all over Japan under 
the auspices of the National Christian Council. Other demands on his strength 
and time were made by Dr. Kagawa's obligations as president of the Japanese 
Cooperative Federation and as a leader of Japan's Labour Party. He also has 
been active in the government unemployment and health insurance programme which 
he helped to organise. 


Dr. Kagawa, who one nearly disd from tuberculosis, also suffers from 
trachoma, an eye disease he contracted living and working in the slums of Kob 
He was in the United States last summer as a consultant to the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, Ill. Later, he lectured in scores 
of American cities to labour, college and church groups, before returning to 


Japan. B.P.o., Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Children Write to Albert Schweitzer 


"Albert Schweitzer and his work are very well known in Czechoslovakia; 
his books are read in the original or in good translations, and he is often 
mentioned in the press," writes the Information Service of the Protestant 
Churches in Czechoslovakia. The weekly "Kostniché Jiskry" announce’ on March 10th 


bi: 
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that the Protestants of the mining town of Duchcov have celebrated Schweitzer's 
eightieth birthday at two educational evenings and in the Sunday school of 


‘their large preaching station in Bilina. The children of this Sunday school 


have sent a letter to lambarene, in which they write to Dr. Schweitzer: "To- 
day our Teacher explained to us how the Lord Jesus calls his witnesses even 
today, She read to us how he chose you and sent you to the Negroes in Africa, 
to help them and bring them the Gospel. We have ‘heard that you had your 
eightie = birthday, and we always wish everybody who has a birthday good 
health and God's blessing and we sing a song for him. We have sung a song 
for you, too. Tell all the people who help you in your work, and also all the 
sick and cured Negroes, that we think of them and love them. When we grow up, we 
want to help in making people in the whole world know about God's love for us 
and in making them become disciples of the Lord Jesus, so that God's kingdom 
on earth would grow, May God give you health for your work." E.P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA As#eneiontide Call to Prayer from South Africa 


The Continuation Committee of the Inter-Racial Conference of Church 
Leaders in South Africa has issued to Churches and Missions in South Africa 
a Call to Prayer "for the extension of God's Kingdom in multi-racial South 
Africa", The day proposed for this common act is Ascension Day, way 19th. This 
Call is an outcome of the Witwatersrand Inter-Racial Conference held last Dec- 
ember. In issuing it the Continuation Committee has drawn renewed attention to 
certain resolutions of the Witwatersrand Conference which it is hoped will be 
kept in mind as Churches make their response to this call. These resolutions 
are as follows: 


1, That greater emphasis be placed on the preaching of Jesus Christ 
as the crucified and risen Saviour of all mankind. 2. All believers in our 
country are kindly and urgently asked to implore God the Holy Spirit for His 
conlescending grace to move the heart of the people to fervent love towards God, 
a childlike trust in His written Word, and unqualified obedience to the In- 
carnate Word, 3. The Conference calls on all Christian persons to regard and 
treat every human being with the honour and respect to which we are committed 
as Christians, and to use every available opportunity to come into real - 
Christian fellowship with one another, 


Christian people in other parts of the world will no doubt give 
special remembrance to this action in South Africa as they make their own 
observance of Ascension Day. (See also EPS No. 53/54,1954) E.P.S., Geneva 


NOTE 


The news item on information and Democracy in France, announced on the 
first page in E.P.S. No. 16, has not appeared for technical reasons. 
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MESSAGE 
From the Middle East Christian Youth Leaders' Consultation 


(Beirut) - The World Council of Churches' Youth Department held a consultation 
of Christian youth leaders April 18th-26th,; 1955, in Beirut (Lebanon). This 
meeting issued the following message: 


We who have met in this consultation wish to greet you, the Christian 
young people of our countries and to express to you some of our convictions. 
For the first time, Christian youth leaders of the Orthodox Churches of Con- 
stantinople, Antioch, Cyprus and Greece, the Coptic, Armenian, Ethiopian and 
Syrian Orthodox Churches, the Evangelical and Anglican Churches, coming from 
many countries of the Middle East have met together. We pray that this meeting 
will be the beginning of a new chapter in the history of Christian youth work 
in this part of the world. 


We have had a rich experience in worship, study and fellowship, with the 
blessing of bishops and other Church authorities concerned. We are grateful 
that in spite of very real differences which separate us, which we have felt 
deeply and which weaken the Christian witness, our common Lord has brought us 
together and allowed us to have this real fellowship with each other. Accord- 
ingly, we pledge to do our utmost to achieve, by the grace of God, that full 
unity among all Christians which our Lord desires for His people, 


We have expressed our common and deep concern for religious education 
and the varied activities of Christian youth, and our common need of trained 
youth leaders. This requires us to continue our efforts to know better our 
fellow-Christians of other Churches, to exchange experiences in a sincere, 
adequate and systematic way, and to seek together to face and solve our common 
problems. This mutual understanding and cooperation is as vitally necessary 
within, as between, Our countries. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


- 
u 
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We are challenged by Christ's command to love one another as He loved 
us and to be witnesses of the power of His love in spreading the Gospel. 
Christian youth cannot accept this obligation without personal commitment. 
As we draw closer to Christ through Bible Study, through the sacraments and 
a life of prayer He will wring us closer to each other and manifest through 
us the glory of His cross and resurrection. Thus can young people of our 
countries, in the manifold opportunities and needs of their everyday life, 
know and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and act accordingly. 


In the fulfillment of this task, Christian youth activities and movements 
need the wholehearted support of the Churches, and their appreciation of the 
integral and significant role of young people in the life and work of the 
Churches. 


We have met in the joy of the Easter season and the message of Christ's 
victory over death and sin assures us that the power of God will triumph 
over our failures and weaknesses, if we remain obedient to the word of Him 
who said, "Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." (John 16:33) 

E.P.5., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Secretary of State Sees Church Leaders About RRA 


SE 


(Washington, D.C.) = Secretary of State John Foster Dulles met with six re- 
presentatives of voluntary agencies in Washington to discuss the administration 
of the Refugee Relief Act. The act has been recently in the focus of nation- 
wide attention because of the reaction created by the dismissal of Edward 

J. Corsi, State Department advisor on immigration. The Secretary of State assured 
the agency representatives that they "need have no concern lest the departure 

of Mr. Corsi might have a harmful effect Bear the carrying out of the Refugee 
Relief Programme." 


In a joint memorandum submitted to Mr. Dulles, the agencies pointed out 
that the refugee programme is "vital to our foreign policy and to the maintenance 
of the traditional American attitude toward the oppressed", and added that: 
"Despite the difficulties in the Refugee Relief Act itself, despite all the 
administrative inadequacies of the past, we are here to make constructive and 
responsible »roposals for strengthening of this programme while there is still 
time." 


Included in the six-man delegation of the agencies were Dr. Paul C. Empie, 
Executive Director of the National Lutheran Council; A. Roland Elliott, director 
of Immigration Services, Church World Service; and Msgr. A. Wycislo of the War 
Relief Services, National Catholic Welfare Conference. The agency delegates 
requested immediate appointment of a Deputy Administrator of the Refugee Relief 
Act; the naming of "an effective expediter" of the programme in Europe; and the 
creation of an advisory council for coordination of the government and voluntary 
agency programmes in the refugee resettlement. 


The Refugee Relief Act of 1953 calls for the admission of 209,000 over a 
three-year period, but with more than half of that time gone only some 15,000, 
including a little more than one thousand refugees, have actually arrived. The 
bulk of the arrivals are relatives of U.S. citizens, mostly from Italy and Greece 
(See also EPS No. 17). E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Baptist Leaders Invited to Moscow 


(New York) - Three United States Baptist leaders have been invited to preach 
in Moscow by officials of the All-Soviet Council of Baptists and Evangelical 
Christians. Baptist spokesmen said that if the invitations were accepted it 
would be the first time since before World War I that U.S. Baptist clergymen 
had filled Russian pulpits. 


The three United States Baptist leaders have approached the State Depart- 
ment regarding the invitations they have received to preach in Russia and the 
Department has raised no objection to the project. "We can say that we did not 
throw any cold water on the idea," a Department spokesman said. “Such exchange 
_of persons on the religious and cultural front might be a good thing." 


The clergymen invited to visit Moscow and other Soviet cities are Dr. C. 
Varney Hargroves of Philadelphia, president of the American Baptist Convention; 
Dr, Theodore F. Adams of Ricrm ond, Va.,a Sauthern Baptist Convention minister 
and member of the Baptist World Alliance's executive committee; and Dr. J.H. 
Jackson of Chicago, president of the National Baptist Convention U.S.A. Inc., 

a Negro body. 


The invitation was received from Yakov Zhidkov, chairman of the All-Soviet 
Council of Baptists and Evangelical Christians, and Alexander Karev, its 


secretary. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY lutheran General Synod Meets in Weimar 


(Weimar) - At its meeting on 25th April in Weimar (East Zone) the Lutheran 
General Synod unanimously elected Bishop Hanns Lilje (Hannover) as Presiding 
Bishop of the United Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Germany. Bishop Lilje will 
be the successor in office to the former Presiding Bishop, Hans Meiser of Munich. 


During the first press conference following his election Bishop Lilje said 
that the most important factor in the present political situation was that the 
German people had in no way accepted the division of their country. It was a 
historical fact that Evangelical Christians on their part had always stood for 
unqualified German unity. The Church would continue in future to serve German 
unity in the same way. 


Before a large audience attending the Weimar press conference the Presiding 
Bishop expressed his gratitude for the fact that it had been possible to hold 
the General Synod in Weimar. He added that an attempt on the part of official 
authorities to render the General Synod's work more difficult would in any case 
be bad policy. In his capacity as President of the Lutheran World Federation 
Bishop Lilje said that today the lutheran Church throughout the world lived 
under a great variety of political systems. The Lutheran Church was, unlike 
some, unable to pronounce itself in favour of any specific political system, 
but its undeniable historic witness arising out of the Reformation had always 
been to preach and practice respect for civil authority. 


In commenting on current political questions the General Synod issued the 
following statement: 


"The members of the General Synod, assembled in Weimar from East and West, 
are deeply concerned about the tensions and dangers threatening the peace of 
the world. It is not the Church's responsibility to make decisions in political 
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matters but it is a moral duty of Christianity to sharpen the human conscience. 
The Gospel admonished us to refrain from hate and to further peace. Acting on 
this responsibility the Church has repeatedly and emphatically raised its 
voice during recent years. The Church asks leaders in all countries to help 
pave the way for an honourable peace among and within all nations. The Church 
asks all those responsible tomake the reunification of our people at last pos- 
sible. The Church asks most seriously all those responsible to use their influ- 
ence to ensure that the tremendous technical powers now under man's control 
will be used, not for destruction, but for the welfare of all nations." 

B.P.S., Geneva 


ISRAEL Discovery of a IVth Century Church 


(Nazareth) - Traces of buildings of the Byzantine period as well as from the 
time of the Crusades have been discovered in the course of archaeological ex- 
cavations carried out on the site of the Church of the Annunciation at Nazareth, 
which has just been demolished to make way for a new church with the same name 
to be erected by the Franciscan Order. These excavations have been undertaken 
by Professor Bajati on behalf of the Custodian of the Holy Places. The finds 
also include sarcophagi and fragments‘of marble pillars dating from the 2nd and 
3rd centuries, and quantities of pottery. 


Professor Bajati believes this to be the first arclaedogical discovery at 
Nazareth which confirms the Christian tradition according to which the first 
Christian church in Galilee was erected at Nazareth by the Emperor Constantine 
at the beginning of the 4th century. Since then a number of churches have been 
built on the same site, the last dating from 1730, the year in which the Church 


of the Annunciation was built by the Franciscan Order. B.P.S., Geneva 
GREECE Orthodox Church Leaders Invited to Moscow 


(Athens) - Archbishop Spyridon of Athens, head of the Orthodox Church in Greece, 
has been invited by Patriarch Alexius of Moscow to visit Russia with a delegation 
of Greek Orthodox bishops and members of the Church's Holy Synod. 


A spokesman for the Holy Synod said it would discuss the invitation after 
the Orthodox Easter holidays. K.P.5., Geneva 


UNITED STATES National Religious Publicity Council Adopts Professional 


Code 
(New York) - A code of "Professional Aims for Religious Public Relations ae 
Personnel" was approved by the National Religious Publicity Council, meeting in 
New York. The document, prepared after two years of consultation by a committee 
under the chairmanship of Dr. Ralph Stoody, said: 


"As a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, dedicated to the task of making His 
Church and its mission more widely and more favourably known, I subscribe to 
the following principles: 


1. To keep in mind the basic purpose of the Church and direct all my pro- 
fessional activities toward achieving that purpose. 

2. To exercise good taste in the use of language and illustrations. 

3. To interpret the principles, policies and programme of my church organi- 
zation and to aid in their formulation in such a way as to achieve 
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clarity in the public mind. 

4, To promote mutual understanding between the church and media represent- 
atives striving for essential harmony between institutional policy and 
freedom of the press. 

5. To avoid misleading statements, unfair comparisons, inaccuracies, de- 
rogatory comments and extravagant claims. 

6, To advance the standing of my profession by maintainingstandards com- 
patible with Christian ethics. 

7. To seek to recruit dedicated and talented persons to my profession and 
to assist wherever possible in training them. 

8, To regard other church public relations persons as colleagues rather 
than competitors," 


The Council presented its seventh annual "Awards of Merit", "in recognition 
of outstanding service rendered to organized religion through the pursuit of 
impartial journalism, and as a testimonial to continued efforts, in behalf of 
all faiths, to advance the spiritual life of the nation." Receiving this recog- 
nition were the Milwaukee Journal, the Cincinnati Times-Star, the Evanston 
Review, and Newsweek. The Evanston Review (it was at Evanston that the World 
Council of Churches held its Second Assembly in August 1954) is the first weekly 
newspaper to receive the award, and Newsweek is the first weekly magazine 
honoured. Eighteen dailies and the Associated Press have received the award 
Since it was established in 1949. E.P.S., Geneva 


MYO he os) boy ULB. SS, 


(London) - The United Bible Societies have appointed the Rev. E.H. Robertson, 

at present Assistant Head of Religious Broadcasting of the B.B.C., to the post 
of Research Secretary. Mr. Robertson will work under the guidance of a Co- 
operating Committee appointed by the United Bible Societies, the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council. He will take up his duties 
in May 1956. | 


Mr. Robertson's principal duty will be to make a study of the use of the 
Bible in the life of the churches, to conduct research on the place of the 
Bible in the presentation of the Christian message in the various cultural 
environments of the prsent-day world and to advise on the better use of methods © 
for communicating the Scriptures. 


His work will allow him to travel extensively, both to examine and advise 
on the use of the Bible. Mr, Robertson is a Baptist minister. He is a graduate 


of Oxford in Theology and of London in Science. E.P.S., Geneva 
INDONESTA. The Asian-African Conference ~ 


Dr. Winburn T. Thomas, E,P.S. correspondent in Indonesia, emphasises in his 
report on the Asian-African conference which has just taken place in Bandung " 
certain religious features of this most important encounter of political 
leaders of both continents, Asia and Africa. 


President Sukarno of Indonesia, in opening the Conference said, "Religion 
is of dominating importance particularly in this part of the world. There are 
perhaps more religions here than in any other regions of this: globe... Our 
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countries were the birth-places of religions... Unless we realize that all 

great religions are one in their message of tolerance and in their insistence 

on the observance of the principles of 'Live and let live', unless the followers 
of each religion are prepared to give the same consideration to the rights of 
others everywhere, unless every State does its duty to ensure that the same 
rights are given to the followers of all faiths ~ unless these things are done, 
religion is debased. Unless the Asian-African countries realize their responsi- 
bilities in this matter and take steps jointly to fulfil them, the very strength 
of religious beliefs... will cause disruption, and may result in destroying 

the hard won freedom which large parts of Asia and Africa have achieved by acting 
together," 


The Prime Minister of Ceylon, Sir John Kotelawala, stated that the peoples 
of Asia and Africa, for the first time in history, have the power to apply the 
spiritual values of life and the dignity of human personality to world problems. — 
He stated that these values are the distinguishing features of all great re- 
ligions. "The great teachers of all religions", he said, “are agreed that it 
is not through hatred and violence, but through compassion, peace and goodwill, 
that mankind can find salvation." He then quoted Buddha as saying "Not at any 
time are enmities appeased through enmity, but they are appeased through non- 
enmity. This is the eternal law." He concluded his remarks by saying that if 
the Conference could be guided by the several spiritual heritages represented 
and demonstrate the spiritual values in practice and precept "Bandung will be 
a name to reverberate in history and earn the gratitude and blessing of ages 
to come," 


The Chairman of the Ethiopian delegation said in his address "Ethiopia's 
ancient tradition of religious toleration and accommodation, reaching back to its 
conversion to Christianity in the fourth century, enjoyed the express appreciation 
of the founder of Islam, appreciation consecrated in the Koran... We should not 
permit racial or religious fanaticism to weaken the force or the prestige of 
the counsels we give in the interest of world peace." 


So frequently was religicn referred to in the plenary sessions that Premier 
Chou En-lai in his extemporary remarks at the end of the second day admitted, 
"We Communists are atheists, but we respect all those who have religious beliefs. 
We hope that those with religious beliefs will respect those without. There 
are in China not only seven million Communists, but also tens of millions of 
Moslems and Buddhists and millions of Protestants and Catholics. Here in the 
Chinese delegation, there is a pious Imam of the Islamic faith... The days of 
instigating religious strife should have passed." B.P.S., Geneva 


"The Ecumenical Movement and the Renewal of the Church!" 


(Bossey) -— To promote among youth "the growth of ecumenical consciousness" and 
"to keep before the churches their responsibility for the evangelisation of 
young people and their responsibility to play their part in the ecumenical 
movement and especially in the W.C.C., to create ecumenical fellowship among 
Christian young people and to strengthen the youth work of the churches in 

all parts of the world", this is the aim of an’ Ecumenical Training Course for 
Youth Leaders organized by the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 
from April 30 to May 8, 1955, at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey. Under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Hans Heinrich Harms, Associate Director of the W.C.C.'s 
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Division of Studies, about 30 youth leaders from Europe and overseas countries 
are taking part in a detailed programme of worship, bible study, addresses and 
discussions on the departmental work of the World Council of Churches. 


During the first two days of the course the President of the Lutheran World 

Federation, Bishop Hanns Lilje (Germany), addressed the conference on "The 
Ecumenical Movement and the Renewal of the Church" and "Church and Unity - 
Faith and Order concerns". Bishop Lilje called "ecumenical consciousness" a 
"very vital. and important element of the fulness of the Church", which, since 
the early days of Christianity, has grown up "wherever the children of God 
realized what a real church is." With this growth of ecumenical consciousness 
rediscovery of the confessional basis of different churches goes hand in hand. 
They discover not only what they have in common tut also what divides them. 
The task of ecumenical relationship is twofold: the churches must learn about 
each other (that is where information comes in) and also undertake a certain 
amount of ecumenical experiment. They accept the riches which God has given them 
in their variety and they learn a great deal about other churches to make them 
"jealous". This "christian jealousy" is one of the most important factors in 
ecumenism. It would not be right to speak about "lost unity". There is unity 
in Christ or there would be no ecumenical movement. It is necessary to be open 
to the gift of God through the Holy Spirit, whatever the divisions may be. 
The essence of the ecumenical movement is believing in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Even when it is not possible to agree on many points much can be done 
together; it is possible to exchange experience and to help each other, even 
though all problems and difficulties may not be overcome. 


Bishop Lilje urged youth to try to do their own thinking, to win their own 
experience. "No-one can step into the shoes of another, we have to believe for 
ourselves. I advise you not to imitate other generations, not even my own." 

We have all indulged in a "certain amount of intellectual refinement". What 
is needed today is youth thinking in elemental terms, a generation that can 
speak simply of their Lord. The Bishop called for clear, precise thinking, and 
discipline of thought. 


According to Bishop Lilje the basis of Faith and Order is to take the con- 
fessions seriously. He remarked that whether we have an ecumenical movement or 
not each church has to face vexing problems of the relationship between eternal 
truth and limited human knowledge. It is not the task of faith and order to 
deal only with historic events, but with the position of the Christian Church 
today. How can we explain Christ in a world where all sociological and psycho- 
logical factors have changed, where we are faced with a new social structure 
and the results of modern science? "There is no use for ecumenism at all if it 
does not lead back to the place where we really serve Christ; there is only one 


place of duty: your own congregation at home." B.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE Death of Father Maydieu 


(Bordeaux) - We announce with regret the death, in Bordeaux, of the Dominican 
Father Maydieu, editor of the periodical "La Vie intellectuelle" who died as 
the result of a heart attack at the age of 54. The deceased has for some years 
been a well-known figure in ecumenical circles. B.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Proposals on Formosa 

(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - The U.S. Conference for the World Council of Churches 


held its first major meeting since the Evanston Assembly, at Buck Hill Falls, 
Pennsylvania, May 4-6, The meeting was attended by 150 laymen and clergy from 
the World Council's 32 member churches in the United States. 


In the closing session, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council 
and the International Missionary Council, expressed the belief that "The threat 
of war in the Formosa Straits has somewhat diminished during the last ten days." 
Dr. Nolde offered five concrete proposals which he felt would be effective in 
preventing war in the Formosa straits: 


1. That the overture of Communist China's Premier, Chou En-lai, for bilateral 
consultations be accepted, "even though all preliminary conditions for effective 
negotiation may not have been fully met in advance." 


2, That a cease-fire should be "diligently sought with a readiness to negoti- 
ateAnough of the outstanding issues to permit a cease-fire to be effective." 


3, That a United Nations Peace Observation Unit, composed of international 
servants rather than representatives of governments, be appropriately stationed 
in the area to see to it that the terms of a cease-fire are fully complied with. 


4, That a commitment be given sincerely to seek acceptance of the principle of 
universal membership in the United Nations. 


5, That an objective study of Formosa be undertaken by an impartial agency 
and preferably under the United Nations. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


No. 19 - May 13, 1955 mooi 124 


W.C.C. and U.N.E.S.C.0. 


(London) - Making comparisons between the W.C.C, and the United Nations! Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),the President of the 
Church Missionary Society (London), Sir Kenneth Grubb, said at the 156th anniver-. 
sary of this important missionary body in London on May 3rd: 


"The most interesting thing about a UNESCO conference is that it, too, claims 
to represent ar ecumenical movement; indeed the word 'ecumenical' is used by 
UNESCO enthusiasts to describe the nature of what they describe in somewhat simi- 
lar language as 'the community of culture', If we Christians think that we are 
the only people who advance our claims today to produce a fellowship that trans- 
cends the frontiers of nationalism, then we had better learn humility which is 
never a bad start in approaching any problem," 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, who is also chairman of the Commission of the Churches on 
Internati»nal Affairs, continued: "If you wish to assess the effective contribu- 
tion and crucial growing points of the worldwide fellowship of the Church, then 
it is food to have some experience offhat other type of secular fellowship to 
which I have referred. For example, although UNESCO is intended to be a place of 
confrontation of cultures and not of politics, and Evanston was an Assembly of 
the Churches, neither can escape the harsh realities of world tensions... But the 
difference is this, At a UNESCO Conference all questions of any importance tend 
to become political questions, and it follows that voting will be along national 
lines rather than on the merits of the case. In the Churches we must squarely 
face the fact that many questions which acutely affect man's mental and, indeed, 
spiritual welfare are political questions: they touch on his position as a citizen. 
But in the W.C.C. we seek to avoid taking one side or another on the ground that 
we are citizens of this or that state. We endeavour to look for the insights of 
biblical teaching and decide accordingly, It is an all-important difference," 


Clarifying his thoughts Sir Kenneth Grubb affirmed: "What I am above all 
anxious to convey by these examples is that we, with others, are pioneers for the 
Whole Church, for the Church universal, and that is our proper role. We are strugg- 
ling to see just how the ecumenical movement, the Churches throughout the world 
working together, make their thrust felt in an internationally-minded world. If 
we cannot solve this, it will come to pass that the universal Church will be as 
irrelevant to the real problems that trouble and torment mankind as the Church of 
England has sometimes been to the domestic problems of our own country at certain 
periods of history." 


Speaking of immediate practical tasks Sir Kenneth Grubb declared: "A Similar 
challenge to new thinking and acting comes to us from the enthusiasm for welfare 
and progress that is one of the characteristics of the work of UNESCO. This hits 
us hard since in our great medical work, in particular, we are forced up against 
the whole consideration of our relation to the thrust of secular progress that so 
fascinates the contemporary vision of the nations... This means that our medical 
work must be far more closely related to the life of the local church and the work 
of our Society as a whole; It is sometimes said of this medical institution or 
that, that if the missionary on the staff were withdrawn, the evangelistic empha-~ 
Sis of the work would flag and then die, This is surely a terrible condemnation 
of the lack of understanding between hospital and church... Thus our criticism of 
secular progress will not lie in our Opposing to it the idea of spiritual progress, 
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but in seeking to recover, amidst the collective enthusiasms of the age, the true 
meaning of progress as the steady growth of every man towards the measure of the 
stature of the fulness of Christ. This means that we start not with apparent, but 
with true need, and use every time of testing and every advance in the conditions 
of public health service to force upon us as a Society the meaning of Christian 
medical vocation serving what is ofter a tiny church, struggling to testify to 

the glorious biblical truth of full salvation," B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Public Resolution on International Affairs 


(London) - The Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, meeting at its annual 
assembly in London on April 25th, passed the following public resolution on inter- 
national affairs: 


"That this Assembly of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, whilst 
recognising the tragic dilemma facing the goverrments of the world as a result of 
the widespread suspicion and fear that divide the nations, and the responsibili- 
ties for defence that rest upon those in authority, solemnly affirms its convic- 
tion that the manufacture and use of waapons of mass destruction are contrary to 
the purpose of God and the mind of Christ. It therefore associates itself with 
the appeal of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches to the govern- 
ments and peoples of all countries to make continued efforts to reach understan- 
ding; to refrain from aggressive and subversive acts; and to devote their strength 
and resources to meeting the peaceful needs of the peoples of the world, particu- 
larly those in poorer and underdeveloped lards. It urges the members of its own 
and other Churches in all countries ceaselessly to proclaim that a penitent turn- 
ing to God and obedience to His laws provide the only hope of salvaticn for indi- 
viduals and communities; to pray and work earnestly and constantly for peace; and 
themselves to engage in efforts to strengthen the bonds of fellowship between 
peoples, relying constantly on the gospel of God's love and grace in Christ Jesus," 

E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES American Abundance and World Needs 
(New York) -. A statement on "American Abundance and World Needs" was released 


at an interfaith luncheon on May 4th, It bears the Signatures of 75 religious . 
leaders, The luncheon was called by Monsignor Luigi Ligutti, of the National Catho- 
lic Rural Life Conference, Rabbi EKugene Lipman, of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, and Arild Olsen, Executive Secretary of the Division of Christian 
Life and Work of the National Council of Churches. It was noted in the invitation, 
however, that those attending tne luncheon were there as individuals and rot as 
representatives of organizations, 


The statement says in part: "God has blessed the United States of America with 
abundance, A vast endowment of natural resources, brilliant achievements in science 
and technology, a free society, and a dynamic economy have united to bring us to 
heights of material productivity never before known to mankind. Both our natural 
resources and our human skills of hand and brain are the gifts of God. We are His 
creatures and stewards in His vineyard... In a moral universe, the continued pros- 
perity of one nation can only be justified by its faithful and courageous efforts 
to make comparable abundance available to all nations... We pledge ourselves, and 


pipe 
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we call] upon our national leaders, both in the social sciences and in the practi- 
cal realms of business, labour, agriculture and politics, to work together for 
specific programmes...". 


The statement then calls for "national economic policies designed to achieve 
and maintain full employment with full and efficient production both in industry 
and agriculture, With growing population, increasing labour force and mounting 
productivity this means: not a level, but an annually rising gross national pro- 
duct... expanded programmes of technical assistance in the fundamental work of 
world economic and social development... foreign economic aid programmes geared 
to meet situations of emergency and long-time human need, For this purpose both 
the offices of government and of the voluntary and religious agercies should be 
used," 


In order "to minimize suspicions of nationalistic or imperialistic motivation 
on the part of the United States, to reduce international tension and to promote 
world peace," the statement susgests three principles which "should be observed 
in all programmes of foreign trade, aid and technical assistance: complete sepa- 
ration of U.S. economic and technical aid from programmes of military aid; full 
utilization of private and non-governmental agencies in trade, aid, and technical 
assistance programmes: maximum utilization of the United Nations and the special- 


ized agencies associated with it." E.P.S,., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Interdenominational Churchmanship at Harvard 
(Cambridge, Mass.) - Unity among Protestant and Orthodox Christian groups will 


represent a new field of study at a projected centre of religious learning at 
Harvard University Divinity School, the new dean of which will be Dr, Douglas 
Horton, This new field of study, an experiment in interdenominational churchman- 
ship, was inspired by the symbolism of the World Council of Churches. Officials 
of the Divinity School endowment fund contemplate the establishment of a chair of 
Byzantine theology. 


New emphasis on the Old Testament and studies in post-biblical Judaism have 
been listed as prominent among the needs for the programme, Plans also call for the 
creation of a professorship of United States church history. The new centre would 
also provide for the appointment of scholars to teach religious education and the 
application of up-to-date psychology to pastoral counselling, The teaching of Christ- 
ian ethics would be related to advances in sociology and psychology as they bear 


on contemporary ethical problems. B.P.S,, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Four Orthodox Church Groups Unite at Liturgy 
(Worcester, Mass.) - For the first time congregations of four Orthodox church 


groups joined in a multi-lingual liturgy at the Worcester City Auditorium on Sun- 
day, April 3rd. Metropolitan Anthony Bashir, Archbishop of New York and North 
America in the Syrian Orthodox Church, said that the merging of Syrian, Greek, 
Russian and Romanian clergy and congregations in holy worship is without parallel 
in Orthodox history. 


Archbishop Bashir and Archbishop Samuel David of the Syrian Orthodox Archdio- 
cese of Toledo, Ohio, and its dependencies, were celebrants of the mass, assisted 
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by nine members of the clergy from the city and state. Recordings were made of the 
service, which was mainly in English with portinns in the native tongues of the 
participants. 


The two-and-a-half-hour service, known as the Mass of St. Basil, portrayed all 
the splendour and pageantry of the Orthodox solemn mass. A peak of solemn unity 
was reached with the recitation of the Lord's Prayer in English led by Archbishop 
Bashir, who called for the more than 2000 worshippers to stand in thanks for the 
united service. Archbishop Bashir blessed the congregation with three candles 
symbolic of the Holy Trinity. He also blessed the service with incense from a 
censor symbolic of the world. The climax of the liturgy was reached when the 
choirs of all four churches recited together the Nicene Creed in English. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


FRANCE Franco-German Conference 
(Biévres) - For the third time since 1950 the Franco-German Brethren Council 


held its annual conference at Biévres from April 22nd to 24th, 1955. 


The main theme, "National Ties and Ecumenical Vocation", was introduced by Dr. 
Delekat, Professor of Systematic Theology at Mainz, and Dr. Pascal, a lawyer in 
Paris. 


Those organising this Conference felt that greater efforts should be made to 
examine and understand the connotation of certain words for Germans and for French- 
men. They were convinced that at the important discussions between the French and 
German Churches within the ecumenical movement the issues were often obscured, 
not »nly by non-theological factors but also by what are called questions of 
vocabulary. They thought there was good reason to believe that words like "patrio- 
tism", "nationalism", "internationalism", "cosmopolitanism" and "ecumenism" held 
very diffrentmeaningsand connotations in the two different languages. 


This was proved by the reports given, which were not confined to questions of 
vocabulary, but were based on particularly significant historic syntheses. Profes- 
sor Delekat remarked that the new concept of nationalism which arose in Europe at 
the beginning of the 19th century illustrated this problem. "In French ‘nationa- 
lity' means citizenship of a certain state; in German 'nationality' evokes an 
ethnic language-group. The American, English or French concept of nationalism 
does not exclude the possibility that some nationals of America or France may be 
coloured (although it is not always as simple as that in actual fact). There are 
also 'English-speaking gentlemen' of colour. On the other hand the German idea 
of nationalism excludes the possibility that there may be German nationals of 
eo.our." " 


This simple example gives an idea of the serious misunderstandings which may 
arise between two peoples owing simply to the fact that people taking part ina 
discussion impute such different meanings to a word which seems as simple as 
"nationality". 


Professor Pierre Burgelin, Professor of Philosophy at Strasburg University, 
and Professor Gloege, Professor of Systematic Theology at the University of Jena, 
spoke about "The Christian Concept of Modern Man." 
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In order to enable the German delegation to visit the Cathedral at Chartres, 
it was decided that a service would be held in the Protestant Church of Chartres 
on April 24th by Pastor Stempel, President of the Church of the Palatinate. In 
the meantime, the French Government's decision to set aside that day to commemo- 
ration of the victims who had died in the deportation camps raised a problem for 
those organising the Conference. They decided nevertheless to keep to the program- 
me; the liturgical part of the service was conducted by Monsieur E. Ungerer, French 
chaplain in the Palatinate (who was deported during the war to the concentration 
camp at Dora); the sermon was preached by Pastor Stempel, who said that the com- 
memoration of this day stirred very deep and painful feelings in the hearts of 
the German participants. 


After the service the delegates from both countries sat side by side, together © 
with members of the congregation of Chartres, round the Lord's Table "to show forth 


His death until His coming again." E.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE "Holy America and Holy Russia" ! 


(Paris) - On his way back from New York to Moscow, Archbishop Boris, who was 
recently appointed Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate for North and South America, 
broke his journey for a short time in Paris. He visited a number of Orthodox 
Churches which are affiliated to the Moscow Patriarchate. 


The American authorities had refused to grant Archbishop Boris permission to 
extend his visit in the U.S.A. As readers may recall, Father G. Bissonnette, the 
Catholic priest in Moscow (who is an American citizen) was not allowed to stay 
longer in the Russian capital. 


The monthly paper of the Russian-Orthedox Church in Paris, which is affiliated 
to the Moscow Patriarchate, writes (No. 22, April 1955): "It is a pity that Arch- 
bishop Boris had to leave America; but it is also a pity that, as a reprisal, 
Father Bissonnette, the Catholic priest, was told to leave Moscow. We firmly be- 
lieve that sooner or later Holy America will take its place side by side with 

Holy Russia," E.P.S., Geneva ~ 


Schedule of Ecumenical Work Camps 1955 


(Geneva) - The Youth Department of the World Council of Churches has just pub- 
lished the following programme for Ecumenical Work Camps in 1955: 

Europe 

Austria: Melk, Donau. July 29 - August 28 

Denmark: Nysted, Lolland. July 15 - August 20 

Finland: Aspo, parish of Korpo, Aabo-Archipelagos, July 10 - August 10 
France: Pommery, near Saint-Quentin, July 15 - August 14 


Tonneins on the Garonne, August 2 - 31 
Glay, Doubs, July 29 - August 28 

Germany: Berlin-Heiligensee. July 8 - August 18 
Augustdorf, Westphalia. August 26 - September 25 
Mehren, Westerwald. July 15 - August 14 
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Germany: Wiesbaden. July 29 - August 28 
Mannheim. July 29 - August 28 


Greece: Lefkohori, near Salonica. July 15 - August 14 

Gt.Britain: East Kilbride, near Glasgow. July 8 - August 7 

Italy: Velletri, near Rome. August 26 - September 25 

Norway: Trondheim. July 29 - August 28 

Saar: Fischbach-Quierschied. July 15 - August 14 

Sweden: Hallstahammar, near Vasteras. July 22 - August 21 

Switzerld.: Sapins-Hauts, near Sion. July 15 - August 14 

Near Kast 

Jordan: Bethlehem. July 12 - August 7. Leadership training work camp. 

Lebanon: Sidon, near Beirut. July 11 - August 3 

Asia 

Japan: Miwamura, village on Shikoku island, July 14 - August 10 
Chiba, Peninsula near Tokyo. July 14 - August 10 
Osaka. July 14 - August 10 

Korea: Taegu. July 28 - August 25 

Okinawa: Northern Okinawa. August (dates to be fixed). 

America 

vow. § Delmo, Missouri. July 15 - August 27 


Ganado, Arizona. July 1 - August 15 
Swannanoa, North Carolina. July 1 - August 15 
Brazil: Pedra Sonora, near Rio de Janeiro. July 2 - 31. Leadership 
training work camp. 


For the first time work camps are to be held in three new countries: Brazil, 
Jordan, and Scotland. 25 work camp leaders have been trained for their task at the 
Ecumenical Institute in Bossey near Geneva from May lOth to 17th. 


(Further particulars may be obtained from the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva). E.P.S., Geneva 
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CENTRAL AFRICA The Church in Central Africa Inaugurated 


(Salisbury) - The new Anglican Province of Central Africa was formally in- 
augurated at a ceremony in Salisbury Cathedral on Sunday, May 8th, by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. Geoffrey Fisher, and the Archbishop 
of Capetown, the Most Rev. G.H. Clayton. The Archbishop of Canterbury re- 
linguished jurisdiction over Mashonaland and Matabeleland. These four dio- 
ceses now form the new Province of Central Africa. 


Special galleries had been erected of steel scaffolding in Salisbury's 
unfinished cathedral of Nyasaland granite to accommodate a multi-racial] 
congregation of 1000, of which 100 were clergy, including nine bishops and 
the two archbishops. 


The two archbishops formally relinquished their metropolitan jurisdiction 
over the dioceses by signing the document of release and blessed the four 
bishops of the Central Africa Province. In his sermon, the Archbishop of 
Capetown told the congregation: "You have a missionary duty to win for Jesus 
Christ all the multitudes who have not accepted Him as their Lord, and you 
have, in very special degree, a duty laid upon you to create in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, real unity. You are a multi-racial province. Christ came 
to break down barriers. In His name it is for you to create a union of hearts." 
The communion service followed and the four bishops of Central Africa were 
the first to kneel to receive together the sacrament from the Archbishops. 


After the service the four bishops of the new Province met in secret to 
elect from among themselves the first Archbishop of the new Province. At Even- 
song in the Salisbury Cathedral the Bishops of Nyasaland, Northern Rhodesia 
and Matabeleland announced to the Archbishops of Canterbury and Capetown in 
the presence of another great congregation, that they had chosen Dr. Edward 
Paget, Bishop of Mashonaland, to be first Archbishop of Central Africa. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and C hristian Move ements. It is + therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed it in its news items. 
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Dr. Paget has been a leader of the Anglican Communion in Southern Rhodesia 
for 30 years and has played a notable part in the steps which have led to 
the formation of the new Province. 


Thanksgiving celebrations in London on Monday to mark the Inauguration 
began with Holy Communion in St. Martin-in-the-Fields. Among those present 
were Bishop Roberts, General Secretary of the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel, Bishop Karney, formerly Bishop of Johannesburg, Bishop Crabbe, 
of Mombasa, Dr. Gerald Bromfield, General Secretary of the U.M.C.A. (Univers- 
ities' Mission to Central Africa), and others. E,P.S., Geneva 


Censors Ban luther Film in Philippines, Peru, and Egypt 


(New York) - The motion picture "Martin luther" has been banned by govern- 
ment censor boards from public showings in the Philippines, Peru, and Egypt. 
Announcement of these restrictive actions was made at a press conference in 
New York by Mr. Robert E.A. Lee, executive secretary of Lutheran Church Pro- 
ductions,Inc., USA, composed of six Lutheran groups that sponsored the suc- 
cessful film on the leader of the Protestant Reformation. The Luther film 
had been banned earlier only in the Canadian Province of Quebec. 


Meanwhile the Luther film has been duplicating its American box office 
success in public showings throughout the world. With 20th Century-Fox as 
the chief distributor, the picture has been seen by millions of persons in 
Austria, Australia, British Guiana, Canada, Cuba, Denmark, England, Ethiopia, 
Treland, Scotland, Wales, Germany, Holland, Hong Kong, Iceland, India, Indo- 
nesia, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Puerto Rico, South Africa, Sweden, Switzer- 


land, Formosa, and the United States. E.P.S,, Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Vacation Course for Laymen at Ecumenical Institute 


(Geneva) - The vacation course for laymen which is to be held in the Ecumen- 
ical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva from lOth-22nd August, 1955, will be 
centred on the Evanston Message and its implications. The main addresses 
will be as follows: 


1. Evanston and the Older Churches 
The Rev. Dr. Robert Mackie, Associate General Secretary of the World Couneil. 
2. Evanston and the Younger Churches 
The Rev. Philip Potter, Secretary in Geneva of the World Council of Churches! 
Youth Department. 
3. Evanston and Social Responsibility 
The Rev. Dr. H.H. Wolf, Director-—designate of the Ecumenical Institute. 
4, Evanston and Lay Responsibility 
Mr. Klaus von Bismarck, Leader of the Social Office of the Evangelical 
Church of Westphalia (Germany). 
5. Evanston and the World Council of Churches 
Mr. Frank Northam, Director of the World Council of Churches! Depart- 
ment of Finance and Administration. 
6, Evanston and the Orthodox Church 
Speaker to be invited. 
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The Bible Study during the course will be on "Prayer", and its direct- 
ion will be shared by the Director of the Ecumenical Institute, Prof. H. 
Kraemer, and the Assistant Director of the Ecumenical Institute, the Rev. 
Dr. Robert S. Paul. 


The general direction and chaplaincy of the course will be in the hands 
of Dr. Robert S. Paul, who will be assisted by the Rev. Gibson Winter of 
Parishfield Centre, Michigan, USA. Responsible officers of the different di- 
visions and departments of the World Council of Churches will speak about the 
work and aims of their departments during the post-Evanston period. (Further 
information may be obtained directly from The Ecumenical Institute, Chateau - 


de Bosseypar Céligny, Switzerland) E.P.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND An international Reformed Centre in Geneva 


(Geneva) - The World Presbyterian Alliance is hoping to be able to restore 
the "Auditoire de Calvin" in Geneva and to turn it into an international 
Centre of the Reformed Church. At Princeton the delegates from Reformed 
Churches all over the world decided to support this project and to find the 
necessary funds to carry it out. Since then national committees have been 
working on the scheme in different countries; the Waldensians in Italy, the 
Presbyterians in the Gold Coast, and the Reformed Church in Yugoslavia have 
already sent their contributions to Geneva, and the big churches in America 
and the British Commonwealth are collecting funds now. In Switzerland itself 
the Church in the Canton of Zurich has already sent a very hanesome donation. 
B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM A Quaker Voice against the H-Bomb 


(London) - The following statement was issued by the Meeting for Sufferings, 
the Executive of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Great Britain, 
on May 12th: 


"We in Great Britain have decided to make Hydrogen Bombs. If a major war 
breaks out the temptation to use them will be very great. We are warned by 
our scientists that their use will involve not only the most terrible suf- 
fering now, but unknown consequences for succeeding generations who will pay 
the penalty for our sin. We believe that no-one has the right to use these 
weapons in his defence or to ask another person to use them on his behalf. 
To rely on the possession of nuclear weapons as a deterrent is faithless; to 
use them is a sin. 


"We who send out this message believe war is the focus of all the things 
that are irreconcilable with the way of Christ. Now is the time for an act 
of faith. Let us renounce war in the name of God. 


Only a vision of God's purpose for mankind will give us the courage to 
risk much we hold precious for what is more precious still. Let us unite with 
all who seek to turn men's minds away from mistrust and fear. Our hope for a 
new world will be fulfilled when men are willing to suffer rather than to 
cause suffering, to overcome evil with faith and love, and in all things to 
act with that overwhelming generosity which is the Spirit of Christ." 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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GERMANY Synod's Declaration on German Reunj fication 


ae 


(Berlin) - At a conference held at Berlin-Spandau on May 6th, the Synod of 
the United Evangelical Church passed a declaration on the question of German 
reunification. It drew attention to the defeat of Germany ten years ago and 
went on to say: 


"Our nation is still divided. Every day the cleft widens which splits 
our people into two opposing camps in the world political struggle. The 
political division is the outer expression of an ideological struggle which 
is waged with every kind of propaganda. The people, especially the young 
people, endanger one another's lives and security by espionage and sabotage. 
Those living in the different zones of Germany slander one another and are 
estranged from one another, and suspect one another of working for the other 
side. Demoralisation is bound to result. Under these circumstances the re- 
unification of Germany is a moral necessity, which must certainly be insisted 
upon by the Evangelical Church. This division of our people is contrary to 
the United Nations! Charter on Human Rights to which the Occupying Powers, 
who insisted on unconditional surrender, professed allegiance." 


The statement. goes on to say that in view of this situation some Germans 
cannot take up arms with a good conscience. The Synod therefore demands pro- 
tection for such objectors to military service both in the Eastern and West-— 
ern Zones. It challenges the right of the State to turn economic and politi- 
cal programmes into matters of faith, which lay claim to the whole life of 
man and which break up the unity of the people and promote hatred instead of 
peace. The Synod's responsibility for youth forces it to protest against the 
way in which the schools in the German Democratic Republic are turned into 
"forcing-houses for materialism and atheism". It therefore urges the need for 
Protestant schools, in which Protestant children can be educated in accord- 
ance with their parents! wishes. 


"There must be no more arrests of political opponents", the Synod in- 
sisted. "An amnesty must be declared without delay for all prisoners who, 
as victims of political circumstances, have committed, or are alleged to 
have committed, punishable offences. We beseech all Christians not to for- 
get the prisoners, to use all opportunities of visiting them, and, where 
necessary, to stand with them in the defence of their rights." 


No German government has the right to pass measures without carefully 
considering their effect on the other part of Germany, the Declaration con- 
tinues. The Synod entreats the Christians in the German Democratic Republics 
"Do not set your hopes on people and powers. We do not cease praying and 
hoping for the reunification of our country through the grace of God. Never- 
theless it is our great consolation that God's Word and His truth can still 
be believed and practised even if our desires and hopes are not fulfilled." 
The Synod entreats the Christians in the Federal Republic: "Do not forget 
your brethren! Not only the refugees but also the people who remain behind 
in the German Democratic Republic are part of our nation. Do not break off 
contacts and negotiations which might create understanding and ease the 
Situation! Be prepared to lower your standard of living, if that can help 
to bring about the reunification of our people!" 


+ 


Following the issuing of the above declaration the two weekly public- 
ations of the Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg, the "Potsdamer 


No. 20 - Way 20, 1955 -5- 134 


Kirche"! (Potsdam) and "Die Kirche" (East Berlin) have been seized on the 
instructions of the Press Department of the President of the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. The leaders of the Evangelical Church in Berlin-Branden- 
burg stated that the distribution of the editions of May 15th was prohibi+ 
ted. because they had published the full text of the declaration of the 
United Evangelical Church of May 6th on German reunification. 

B.P.S5., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Increasing Role of the Laity in the Church 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - An increasing partnership between the clergy and 
the laity was hailed here as "significant proof that a religious renais- 
sance is taking place in America today." 


The speaker was Dr. D. Elton Trueblood, Director of religious policy 
for the United States Information Agency. He was spaking at the opening 
session of the annual meeting of the U.S. Conference for the Wornd Council 
of Churches which was held at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, May 4-6, (see 
E.P.S. No. 19). "We realize more vividly than has been realized for several 
generations," he said, "that the Christian movement won in the ancient pagan 
world partly because all the members worked at the task." As a result of 
this development, the word "layman", now used to describe men and women who 
are members of the Christian Church but do not give full commitment to the 
task, is no longer adequate. 


As ohvious siens of today's religious resurgence, Dr. Trueblood, pointed 
to the importance of the fact that "laymen are moving away from lukewarm 
acceptance of religion as a 'good thing’ to a ‘powerful and unapologetic 
witness', There are a considerable number of men and women in all denomin- 
ations, for whom the Christian cause is now a matter of passionate devotion. 
They are not merely observers of an enterprise to which they give their assent 
and good will, but rather they are recruits in a marching army." 


Another significant development, according to Dr. Trueblood, is the in- 
creasing emphasis upon the use of working hours to demonstrate and promote 
the Christian way of life. Church members no longer confine their chief 
Christian witness to singing in the choir, teaching Sunday school or per- 
forming some similar function for the church because "we understand that it 
is by men's daily labour that they are likely to serve the Kingdom of Christ 
most fully." | 


Many of the "most potent" Christian conferences of the last five years 
have been those concerned with the Christian and his daily work. Dr. True- 
blood declared that these developments are bringing about the emergence of a 
new Christian order. This new order cuts across all denominational lines, 
includes both men and women and both clergy and laity, the life of devotion 
and the life of practical service, the personal gospel and the social gospel, 


and both study and action. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES : Orthodox Chaplains for U.S. Army? 


(Boston, Mass.) - Senator Saltonstall has introduced a Bill for recognition 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church by the Armed forces of. the U.S.A. The bill 
provides for Eastern Orthodox chaplains to be appointed within the armed 
forces. It had been introduced previously but was not passed. Its reintro- 
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duction will afford further opportunity for the members of the Eastern 

- Orthodox Faith in America to assert themselves on behalf of a measure that 
attempts to put all religions on the same footing in the American military 
forces, 


_ Representatives of Eas aeah ae in the United States say that 
"the failure of the first bill, in spite of the urgent request made by 
His Eminence, Archbishop Michael. was due to the fact that only six per- 


sons fut of 6,500,000 took the eotnle to jact." E.P.S., Geneva 
RUMANIA Ai ans Church Visitors from Hungary 


A recent issue of the "Reformatus Szemle", the official paper of Re- 
formed and Lutheran Churches of the Rumanian Beoaaalt s Republic, published 
a report on the tour of the Reformed Department of the Kolozsvar Insti- 
tute of Theology in Hungary, a school of university level. The tour covered 
nearly the entire territory of Rumania. The study tour was organized hy 
Bishop Janos Vdasdrhelyi and led by Dean Jozsef Nagy, D.D. 


The Reformed students of the Kolozgsvar Institute of Theology travalled 
first to Bucharest where they were guests of Patriarch Justinian of the 
Ru manian Orthodox Church in the Orthodox Theological Academy of Bucharest. 
In the first days of their stay in Bucharest the students, with their pro-. 
fessors, gave a church concert in the German Lutheran Church of Bucharest. 


The next day the guests were received by Patriarch Justinian. After 
woras of greeting by Dean Jézsef Nagy the choir of the Reformed students 
sang. The Patriarch then gave an address. Speaking of the schism that se- 
parated East and West more than nine centuries ago, he explained that the 
rupture was not caused by economic or social antagonism, nor by doctrinal 
differences, but by lust for power. The serious consequences are well-known 
to all. Since he took office - said the Patriarch - he was guided by 
the aim of cementing good relations between the Churches. ‘We have the sacred 
obligation of avoiding the way of ambitious men who seek power. Instead let 
us follow the way of brotherly rapprochement and brotherly progress." 


Another church festival followed which was attended by the guests and by 
numerous professors of theology of the Orthodox Church and other represent— 
atives of the Churches of Bucharest. The church building could not hold the 
large crowd. Hundreds stood outside in the courtyard iistening to the loud- 
speaker. . a 


_ The next stop was Curtéea de Arges, on the Southern slopes of the Car- 
pathians, Here again Patriarch Justinian was host to the group. In the ancient 
church of the monastery the choir of Reformed students sang to the monks and 
students of the School of Precentors. . 


The group then travelled to Nagyszeben. Here’ the ee isehie were guests of 
the Rumanian Orthodox, and of German lutheran and Hungarian Reformed con- 
gregations. They lived in the Orthodox Institute of Theology and attended two 
church festivals. The Kolozgsvar students were welcomed by Metropolitan Balan, 
representing the Orthodox Church, and by Bishop Miller, D.D. and the theolog— 
ical professors of Nagyszeben, pene Santas the German lutheran Church. 
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In the crowded church building Prof. Albert Maksay, D.D. nreached a sermon 
and Professor Pal Geréb, D.D. delivered a lecture. Representing the Luther- 
an Church which was also host to the group Pastor Herrmann gave a speech 

of welcome, expressing special thanks to the Reformed Church that, in the 
building of the theological school in Cluj, the Reformed Church accepted the 
German Lutheran students. 


Then the group travelled to Stalin City, the former Kronstadt (Brassé). 
The next stop was Kézdivasdrhely. Here Reformed Christians came to the church 
festival. The local Roman Catholic priest had announced the event from his 
pulpit on the previous Sunday and had exhorted his parishioners to follow him 
in attending. E.P.S.,Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Tke Aims of Religious Broadcasting by the B.B.C. 
(London) - "Religious broadcasting reaches millions of people who seldom 


or never come to church... What the B B.C. does is to provide the Chur- 
ches with an immense congregation." Quoting the report of the Commission 

of the British Council of Churches the Rev. Francis House, Head of Reli- 
gious Broadcasting of the B.B.C. (1947-1955) and future Associate General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches, writing in The Church of Eng- 
land Newspaper goes on to say: "The lack of contact with a lively Christian 
community may be due to the moribund state of a local church. The greatest 
need of religious broadcasting, and an essential one, is a revitalised 
Shurch, " 


"How then do religious broadcasters, themselves of course representa- 
tives and living agents of the Churches, seek to prepare the hearts and 
minds and souls of listeners to respond to the Gospel in the fellowship 
of a local church?" asks Francis House. "This is a question of 'communi- 
cation', and logically and practically the answer breaks down under three 
heads: the message, the people to whom it is to be communicated and the 
means of communication, The message of religious broadcasting is and can 
be nothing other than the full Gospel as it is taught and practised by 
the different Churches which together represent the Christian Faith. The 
Roman Catholic and the Quaker..., the rich diversity of the denominations 
and traditions and schools of thought and religious movements in which 
Christian belief manifests itself..., must find an appropriate place in 
religious broadcasting." 


"From early days," the Rev. Francis House goes on to say, "the Reli- 
gious Advisory Committees of the B.B GC have recognised that strict re- 
presentation of denominations should not be the first consideration in 
planning the broadcasts; but, conversely, the work of evangelism through 
broadcasting must be carried on along many parallel lines, and cannot be 
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committed exclusively to a single personality, or a single school of thought 
or a single method. Bach broadcast must represent as far as possible the 
very best in the particular Christian tradition from which it comes, and> 
the overall picture given must be a fair reflection of the actual life and 
teaching of the Churches in this country." 


As to the number of listeners the Rev. Francis House writes: "The audi- 
ences for religious broadcasting are much greater than many churchgoers 
seem to realise. Researches, many quite independent of the B.B.C , confirm 
that a third of the adult population listen frequently to religious broad- 
casts, and that at least another third listen occasionally. The Churches 
are thus in touch through these broadcasts with a vastly greater number of. 
people than attend church regularly or even infrequently. 


"Speaking very generally, there are three main categories of listeners 
to religious broadcasts (apart from the committed Christians). The first 
consists of those whose mental and spiritual attitudes are largely con- 
ditioned by ignorance of the Christian Faith or by a fear or feeling that 
the Faith really will not stand up to intellectual scrutiny. The second, of 
those for whom distrust of the Church is the main stumbling—block to Christ- 
ian commit ment. And the third, of those who are fundamentally indifferent 
or unwilling to commit themselves either to Christianity or to any other 
faith. 


"In relation to the first group, evangelistic broadcasting must include 
a large element of straightforward exposition of Christian teaching, apolo- 
getics, and discussions in which difficulties are frankly faced. Evange- 


_  distic broadcasts directed to the second group need to deal with the neces- 


sary place of church membership in Christian life, the meaning of worship, 
and the evidence of the work of the Holy Spirit in contemporary movements 
for Christian cooperation and reunion. The most effective evangelistic 
approach to the third group - the indifferent, seems. to be along the lines 
of stories or biographies which bring home the relevance of Christianity in 
the inevitable crises of daily living - sickness, disappointment, bereave- 
ment and difficulties in personal relations." 


"The religious radio programmes which command the largest audiences and 
which are of first-class evangelistic importance, are always put in the hands 
of men and women who have proved their ability to use the microphone... It is 


_from men who have successfully passed the test of an actual broadcast that 


speakers are recruited for ‘Lift Up Your Hearts' or 'The People's Service. 
But it is surprising to find how often men who are effective in their own 


- pulpits and much beloved as pastors, do not communicate equally effectively 


through the loudspeaker and television screen... Tha aim is the same in 
both radio and television. It is to find, train, use, and use again those 
who have the special gift of being able to communicate the Gospel through 


these media." E.P.S., Geneva 
KENYA | Kenya Martyrs' Memorial 


(Nairobi) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, laid the 
foundation-stone of a church at Fort Hall which will commemorate Kikuyu 
Christians who have boldly opposed the Mau Mau, many of them losing their 
lives. By the Archbishop's side was the Right Rev. Obadiah Kariuki, Kenya's 


eg 
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first Kikuyu assistant Bishop who will take charge of the new church and 
live in a house adjoining it. 


The clergy donned their robes in the Fort Hall police station which 
is surmounted by a high watch tower and surrounded by barbed wire. They 
then walked in procession, between lines of armed tribal policemen, to the 
site of the church. After the service the Archbishop walked around slowly, 
shaking hands, and the 4,000 Kikuyu present broke spontaneously into a 
Christian song in their own language which has become the anthem of resist-— 
ance to the Mau Mau. 


Dr. Fisher paid tribute to the Kikuyu martyrs and to others who had 
stood firm for Christianity in the face of terrorism. "I have never had to 
face the kind of decision that some of you have faced, of life and death," 
he said. "It is very, very humbly that I speak to you, only praying that 
if such a decision ever came to me I might be as faithful as some of you 
have been." They had given him far more encouragement than he could ever 
give them, and although he had been in many parts of the world nothing had 
so moved him as this gathering. 


The Archbishop spoke in English, and his words were translated into 
Kikuyu by the Bishop of Mombasa, the Right Rev. L.d. Beecher. An appeal for 
£ 10,000 is being made to build the new church and a house for the Bishop. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Valedictory Service of Dr. Leslie E. Cooke 


ili ak ecobites Hn fbi alah sete tle apa arcane a oleic! 
(London) - The Valedictory Service of Dr. Leslie Edward Cooke on his 
appointment as an Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Chur- 
ches was held on Thursday, May 19th, in the Westminster Chapel, London. The 
service was at the same time a service of commitment to the worldwide cal- 
ling of the Church, Dr. W. Gordon Robinson, Chairman of the Congregational 
Union of England and Wales, presided. Dr. Norman Goodall made a statement 
on behalf of the Congregational Union and Dr. Leslie E. Cooke explained how 
he had been led to accept this new appointment. The sermon was preached by 
the General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. Visser't 
Hooft. 


The spirit of the service was characterized by the following words of 
the presiding ministers. 


"We meet to give glory to God and to commit ourselves anew to the world- 
wide calling of the Church Confessing our unity with all who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity, we seek the fuller realization of that unity in 
the Church which is His Body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all. 
In the fellowship of the Spirit we pray that our understanding of the mis- 
sion of the Church may be enlarged and our obedience to its demands made more 
perfect. In this act of worship, while we pledge ourselves to a calling from 
which none is exempt, we specially commit to God's grace our brother, Leslie 
Edward Cooke, who is this day set apart for the further fulfilment of his 
ministry through the service of the World Council of Churches. We acknow- 
ledge with him a call that is of God, and we pray for him the grace whereby 
he may worthily discharge the responsibilities of his high office," 

E.P.S., Geneva 


ee 
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FINLAND Church of Finland Celebrates 800th Anniversary 


(Turku) - The lutheran Church of Finland organized a national celebration 
of the 800th anniversary of the coming of Christianity to its country. 
Services were held in all churches of Finland on the eve of Ascension Day, 
May 18 and on May 19. The chief celebration took place in Turku where 
festival services were held in the cathedral with Archbishop Salomies 
preaching the sermon. Participating in the closing liturgy of this service 
were the bishops of Finland, the primates of the churches of Norway, Den- 
mark and Sweden, the Executive Secretary of the lutheran World Federation 
and Bishop Allison representing the Archbishop of Canterbury. An afternoon 
festival programme in the cathedral was significant for the greetings 
brought by the president of the Republic of Finland, Mr. Paasakivi and other 
leaders of the Republic. 


The hkishops of Finland had, on this occasion, sent a special message to 
the people of their country reminding them of their rich heritage through 
the eight centuries of organized Christianity, asking them to remain faith- 
ful to the Evangelical faith. The bishops also requested a special offering 
for the day to be used to build a seamen's church in London. 


It was announced at this festival that the diocese of Turku would te 
divided and a new diocese would be created beginning in 1956. This will 
relieve the Archbishop of Turku of considerable detail work and will in- 
crease the number of dioceses in Finland from six to seven. E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES The Task of the Laity 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - The workshop on the laity at the annual meeting 
of the U.S. Conference for the World Council of Churches held in Buck 
Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, May 4-6, 1955 (see E.P.S. Nos. 19 and 20) has 
been asked to make recommendations for consideration by the Department on - 
Work for the Laity of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. Under the 
chairmanship of Clifford P. Morehouse the group declared: 


"We were asked especially to consider work, vocation, laity, and evan- 
gelism. For the word 'evangelism' in this connection we would substitute 
the concept of witness and stewardship, and would add responsibility and 
Christian discipline." 


With this in mind the workshop made the following recommendations: 


"1. The department shoul: be concerned both with men and with women, but 

the group was divided as to whether or not these should be organized in 
separate divisions in the department. We believe that careful consideration 
should be given to this whole matter, bearing in mind the tremendous growth 
in separate organizations for men and women in America and their contribution 
to the total Christian: cause. 


"2. In view of the fact that the great problem of our time is the clash be- 
tween the secular and the spiritual concept of life, the World Council of 
Churches might well consider not only the Protestant and Orthodox views of 
work, but also those of other bodies, especially the Roman Catiplics and 
the Jews. 


"3. Study should be made of ways in which the Christian position can find 
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expression by the laity in political action in their several countries and 
in the United Nations. 


"4, Visits between laymen of different nations and churches should be en- 
couraged for purposes of mutual understanding and solidarity. The World 
Council of Churches might well consider ways of facilitating such contacts 
by individuals and groups. 


"5. In view of the fact that there is much concern about personal security 
and peace of mind by both clergy and laymen, the World Council of Churches 
might well develop the contemporary implications of our Lord's teaching re- 
garding our trust in God's care and participation in God's creative and re- 
demptive work, 


"6, In view of the wide-spread unreasoning fear of destruction by atomic or 
hydrogen weapons, there is great need for leadership in facing these proh- 
lems in a spirit of courageous and constructive living, and a determination 
to turn these vast elements of natural power to creative purposes." 


Summarizing the general character of the discussions of the workshop the 
report says: "There was general agreement with the Evanston report that 
greater training is needed for the laity. The question arose, what kind of 
basic training should laymen have? It was felt that, first of all there 
should be an understanding of basic Christian doctrines and their relevance 
to contemporary life. This should lead to greater awareness of Christian 
responsibility and obligations to both the Church and society. An essential 
element in the educational process should be study of the manner in which 
understanding of basic Christian doctrines can be applied to the problems of 
everyday living and work... There is a double problem of communication of 
Christian principles - the problem of education of our own laity, and that 
of bringing the Christian message to those sutside organized religion. Both 
of these require much wider use of the wiitten word, in popular and condensed 
form, and of such modern media as radio, television and motion pictures." 

E.P.S., Geneva 


PAKISTAN Pakistan Christians Demand Separate Elections 


(Lahore) - Separate elections in the states of Fast Bengal, Sind and the 
Punjab for non-Muslim representatives to the national Constituent Con- 
vention were demanded by the Pakistan Joint Christian Board at a meeting 
in Lahore, May 10th, 1955. , 


According to Religious News Service (New York), a resolution strongly 
opposed the proposed method of having the joint membership of the state assem- 
blies elect the non-Muslim representatives from these states. It declared 
that this procedure would be "unacceptable" to the minority groups of West 
Pakistan. The board pointed out that the Lahore Resolution of 1940 (in which 
creation of an independent Pakistan was originally demanded) called for pro- 
vision in the country's proposed constitution of "adequate, effective and 
mandatory safeguards of the religious, cultural, economic, political, and 
other rights" of minorities. 


The resolution, the Christian leaders also recalled, was endorsed by the 
All-India Muslim League and by the Convention of Muslim League Legislators in 
1946. Joshua Fazluddin, member of the Pakistan Legislative Assembly and chair- 
man of the Pakistan Christian Constitutional Committee, lauded the board's 


a. 
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action. He warned, however, that the success of its proposed plan "depends 
upon the capacity of the majority community to deal honestly with minority 
communities in respect to their choice of representatives." E.P.S., Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND Ecumenical "School of Theology" 


(Wellington) - The six section reports of the Evanston Assembly were the 
basis of study and discussion at the "School of Theology", 3-5 May, 
sponsored by the Wellington Branch of the National Council of Churches. 
More laymen than clergy actually took part in the three-day meeting, so 
that the attendance was truly representative of church membership of the 
city. 


Addresses on five of the reports were given by Dr. J R Nelson, Secre- 
tary of the Commission on Faith and-Order of the World Council of Churches, 
Geneva. The sixth subject, International Affairs, was presented by the 
Rev. F.W. Winton, who had been one of New Zealand's delegates to Evanston, 


This was the tenth annual meeting of this ecumenical school. It was of 
particular interest in view of the fact that it preceded the important Con- 
ference on Faith and Order, held in Christchurch 11-17 May. E.P.S,, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Quaker Group to Visit Russia 


(Philadelphia) - Six American Quakers will go to Russia on June 2 for a 
month's goodwill visit sponsored by the American Friends Service Committee. 
The Quaker party "hopes to express religious concern for world peace to 


- Russians in many walks of life." Clarence E. Pickett, Emeritus Executive 


Secretary of the Committee will head the party which will include an econo- 
mist, an editor, a professor of Russian and two members of the committee 
staff. 


Mr. Pickett said that the visit was initiated by the committee, which 
several years ago won the Nobel Prize for its efforts for world peace and 
war relief. "The only ‘official' thing about the trip is that permission 
for tourist visas was promptly and courteously granted by both the U.S. 
and Soviet governments," he said. "Friends have also had contacts with 
Russian officials through international Quaker centresin New York, Paris, 
Geneva and Vienna", Mr. Pickett said. "Seven British Quakers visited the 
USSR in 1951. In 1953 and in 1954 a small number of British, American and 
Swedish Quakers conferrelin Sweden with members of the Baptist Church in 
Russia. We hope to discuss with responsible persons in religious, academic, 
and public affairs in the Soviet Union the kinds of problems we have al- 
ready raised in the United States and elsewhere," Mr, Pickett said. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Billy Graham Sends People to Church 


(London) - 70,000 people attended the opening at Wembley Stadium of Dr. 

Billy Graham's Greater London Crusade. The opening speech of welcome was 
given by the Bishop of Barking, the Rt. Rev. Hugh Gough (Anglican). Ac— 

cording to The Church of England Newspaper (May 20th, 1955), Dr. Graham 

Opened by saying "I come here with a sense of personal inadequacy, of 
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dependence on the living God. If we are to have the attendance during this 
crusade that we hope for, go back to your churches and pray and work for it. 


"I believe that an easing in international tensions has been helped by 
the spiritual awakening in various parts of the world. You have not come 
here to listen to a man but to listen to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We 
have not come here to talk about politics but about your problems, the 
loneliness and the hunger for better things. We believe that Jesus Christ 
is the answer to all those problems." 


The massed choir sang "Give us this day our daily bread." Dr. Graham 
then pointed across the vast stadium to the text displayed over the front, 
"T am the Way, the Truth and the Life." He reminded his audience that al- 
though they included adherents of many denominations, "in Christ we are 
all one", 


"This is God's hour. It may not come again like this for you. God's 
Spirit is speaking to-night. I am going to ask you to come, to come quick- 
ly from everywhere." After prayer there was silence. The hymn "O lamb of 
God I cume" was played and as the number of people coming forward increased 
lights were turned on and the influx grew. About 5,000 people of various 
ages gathered in front of the rostrum. 


Dr. Graham addressed this concourse. "This is your moment. The scene of 
Pentecost is being repeated here to-night. Many of you don't understand 
what you are doing. You have to be willing to turn from your sins. God is 
doing that to-night. After to-night Satan is going to work on you more than 
ever. Remember these rules: 


1. Read the Bible every day. 

2. Pray. God will hear and answer. 

3. Witness to Christ in your homes and office. Turn the other cheek. 

4, To-morrow be in church, tell your minister you want a job to do and 
then get to work for Christ." 


Dr, Graham then led them in prayer. "O God I am a sinner, I confess 
my sins. I turn from my sins. I confess Christ as Lord... I am going to 
live for Him. In Christ's name...". The prayer was repeated sentence by 
- sentence by the thousands gathered below him. B.P.S., Geneva 
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New Zealand Faith and Order 


SOUTH AFRICA Southern Rhodesian Premier to Lecture on Christian Unity 
eee ee Pe Tees igh i remier: vo eecture on Christian Unity 


(Durban, Natal) - Prime Minister R.S. Garfield Todd of Southern Rhodesia, 
president of the All Southern Africa Convention of Disciples of Christ, 
is giving the Peter Ainslie Memorial Lectures on Christian Unity at the 
University of Natal during June. 


Mr. Todd, a native of New Zealand, was for 20 years a missionary in 
Southern Rhodesia for the New Zealand Disciples Church. 


The Ainslie Lectures are sponsored by the Council on Christian Unity, 
which has headquarters at Indianapolis, Indiana. They are given each year 
at some university in the Union of South Africa. Ainslie lecturers in 
previous years have included Dr. Geoffrey Hare Clayton, Anglican Archbishop 
of Capetown; the noted South African author Alan Paton; and Dr, Philippe 
Maury, of Geneva, Switzerland, General Secretary of the World's Student 


Christian Federation (see E.P.S. No, 5, 1954). E.P.S., Geneva 
USSR Christian Literature in Russia 


"libraries in Russia are well stocked with books in many languages", 
according to a report from the Rev. John Drewett, Rector of St. Marga- 
ret's, Lothbury, to the Committee of the United Society for Christian 
Literature on his return from a visit to Moscow. Mr. Drewett "was ime 
pressed in particular by the literature facilities of the Leningrad Se- 
minary. Translations are being made of books published in the west, but 
sometimes these translations are available only in duplicated form." 

Mr. Drewett also reported that "a translation of the Bible in Modern 
Russian is about to appear under the sponsorship of the Orthodox and 
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Baptist Churches." A representative group of Russian churchmen will be 
in London during July and a delegation of twenty Baptists will in the 
same month attend the Jubilee meetings of the Baptist World Alliance 
in London. B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Developments in Christian Youth Work 


(Chicago) - To help prepare young people for their role in the ecumen- 
ical movement in their home town, the United Christian Youth Movement 
will hold 17 training conferences this summer. Some 1500 local or state 
youth council officers or leaders or denominational youth officers and 
their advisers will attend 16 state and area meetings in the same num- 
ber of scattered states. State and denominational Christian youth heads 
will conclude with a national UCTM meeting at Williams Bay, Wisconsin, 
Aug. 28 - Sept. 4. 


Rev. Donald Newby, Associate Executive Secretary of UCYM, in announ- 
cing the conferences, reports that the meetings will plan for united 
Christian youth projects in states and communities across the country and 
will train youth and adult leaders for more effective community approaches. 
They will also attempt to provide local youth groups with an understanding 
of the worldwide Church through interdenominational, interracial, and 
international fellowship. 


The United Christian Youth Movement is the youth arm of the National 
Council of Churches and is administered through the Division of Christian 
Education. Much of its work is carried on through commissions on Christian 
faith, witness, outreach, citizenship and fellowship. All of these are pro- 
gramme areas of many denominational youth fellowships. 


Several of the conferences, Mr. Newby reports, will have radio-TV work- 
stops to train young people in the use of resources available for radio 
and TV production. Also to be covered at the conferences will be coordi- 
nation with state councils, leadership training, finance, and public 
relations. E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES A New Professor of Ecumenics 


Dr. Nils Ehrenstrom, formerly Director of the World Council of Chur- 
ches! Study Department at Geneva, has been named Professor of Ecumenics 
at the Boston University School of Theology. After he leaves the staff of 
the World Council of Churches, Dr. Ehrenstrom will take up his new duties 
in September. B.P.S,, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Aim of Ecumenical Movement: "To realize Church Wholeness" 


(New York) - Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Executive Secretary of the World 
Council of Churches in America, has addressed the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., meeting in Los Angeles, California. Defining 
the ecumenical movement as "an attempt to realize the wholeness of the 
Church," he said in part: 
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"We Christians are so divided into separate groups -- denominational, 
national, racial, cultural -- that we hardly know how to act as one Body 
of Christ. We are usually conscious only of our own segment of the Church, 
not of the Christian community in its full sweep as 'one great fellow- 
ship of love throughout the whole wide earth'. 


"When we speak of the ecumenical movement as representing the Church 
as a whole we are thinking also of historic wholeness. We are affirming 
that each of the great confessional traditions which has appeared in 
Christian history has a contribution to make to Christian truth and ex- 
perience in its wholeness and that each of them is incomplete when it 
stands alone. The reason why the World Council includes Churches as di< 
verse as Quakers on the one hand and Eastern Orthodox on the other (with 
Presbyterians somewhere in the middle) is not a mere desire to teke in 
everybody. It is because of the conviction that in the course of history 
the Holy Spirit has been working in all of them, so that each has some 
insight or accent that is of value to the whole Church. The Council is an 
avowal of the fact that although there are diversities of gifts there is 
the same Lord. That is the fundamental reason why there is a World Council 
of Churches -- not merely a pragmatic interest in gettingcertain things 
done, but a concern to manifest to the world a unity in Christ that is 
deeper than all our differences." 


Dr. Cavert said that the first picture that comes to mind when we hear 
the phrase "World Council of Churches" is probably that of a colourful 
gathering of Christians from many lands and denominations, such as took 
place at Evanston and Amsterdam. However, "important as such a great face- 
to-face confrontation is, it is not the main thing. The main thing is not 
what happens once in six years tut a programme of united effort that is 
being carried on every day." As examples of this continuing, day-by-day 
programme, Dr. Cavert called attention to Inter-church Aid and Service to 
Refugees and to the increasingly important programme of ecumenical studies. 


He spoke particularly of the study being carried on in the Church it- 
self in its quest for a greater unity. "We do not know how to achieve 
unity," he acknowledged, "but we cannot rest content with disunity. So 
there have been several conferences on a world-scale on the subject, but 
now the effort is to be made to bring the study of our differences in faith 
and order closer to the local church by holding a series of regional con- 
ferences. One has just taken place in New Zealand (see page 4). Of greater 
concern to us is one scheduled to be held in the United States in the fall 
of 1957 after two years of preparatory theological studies. Its theme is 
to be 'The Nature of the Unity We Seek.' Its specific purpose is to see 
how much agreement we can secure in our own@untry as to the basic nature 
of the Church -- the question which is most crucial of all in any movement 
into a unity which goes beyond our present cooperative efforts." Dr. Cavert 
announced that Bishop Angus Dun, of Washington, D.C. will service as Chair-— 
man, and Dr. EKugene Carson Blake as Vice-Chairman, of the Committee on 
Arrangements for this conference. 


"Another area of ecumenical study for the years immediately ahead," 
Dr. Cavert said, "has to do with the relation of the Church to the world. 
One specific field of major concern is the relation of the Churches, both 
our Churches of the West and the younger Churches of Asia and Africa, to 
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the problems of economically underdeveloped peoples. 


"Through all of these (and other proposed) studies there runs, as a 
sort of leitmotiv, a central theme, the Lordship of Christ." 
B.P.8., Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND New Zealand Faith and Order Conference 


(Christchurch) - One hundred and ten officially appointed delegates of 

the constituent churches of the New Zealand National Council of Churches 
met for one week from May 11, 1955, to discuss the issues that divide them 
(see E.P.S. No. 11). In 1950 the N.C.C. had addressed certain Questions 

to its member Churches and asked for official Replies. These Questions con- 
cerned the attitude of each Church to the Disunity of the Churches, the 
Relationship of Church Order to the Scriptures, the Question of Ordination, 
and the Questions concerning the exercise of Authority in the Churches. 


The Rev. Dr. J. Robert Nelson, Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches' Faith and Order Commission, was present at the Conference, as 
was the Rev. Dr. D. Broughton Knox, a member of that Commission, who re- 
presented the Australian Council for the W.C.C. 


It was the unanimous conviction of all delegates that church relation- 
ships in New Zealand, as expressed in the Conference, are more cordial 
and more sympathetic towards the possibility of ultimate union than ever 
before in New Zealand's history. 


There was complete agreement on the proposition that "no denomination 
has within itself the fulness of catholicity", and that "diversity, which 
becomes exdlusive and issues in independent fellowships claiming self-suf- 
ficiency, is sinful division." While it was agreed that "persistence in 
division is defiance of God's final purpose for the Church", and "most 
believe that the ultimate objective is a single visible body with freedom 
and diversity in its life," yet there were some who believed that "division 
is sinful only to the extent that it creates misunderstanding and jealousy 
and destroys the spirit of brotherhood in Christ." 


Propositions were agreed to regarding the nature of the Word of God, 
and the relationship of Church Order to it. The question of tradition 
seemed to be less divisive than formerly as all communions acknowledge a 
growing sense of the importance of continuity. It was agreed that "there is 
no scriptural authority that warrants any of the Churches insisting that 
its order alone is agreeable to the Word of God... The Church is being led 
to the belief that a mutually acceptable order, agreeable to the Word of 
God, will be revealed by the Holy Spirit." 


In regard to Ordination there were many important differences, particular- 
ly centring round the fact that the Episcopal Churches are not able to re- 
cognise the Ordination of the non-Episcopal Churches. There were differences 
of view regarding the agency of Ordination and regarding the functions for 
which Ordination gives authorisation, and yet a growing agreement was seen 
throughout the discussions. "All acknowledge the primacy of the call of God 
in ordination... All have some form of ecclesiastical recognition of the 

call of God. All regard ordination as involving some form of ecclesiastical 
authorisation of the ordainnd to perform ministerial functions. All regard 
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their own acts of ordination as in the name of the Church Universal, and 
regard those they thus ordain as ministers of the whole Church of God. 

All consider that the ordained minister performs his ministerial functions 
as a representative of the Church and not merely of the ministry. All use 
specific prayer in the act of erdination, and most use the laying on of 
hands. When reinstating a man who has been deprived of authorisation to 
perform ministerial functions all agree that re-ordination is unnecessary." 


It was agreed that "there is a wide readiness to consider an episcopal 
order as an indispensable element in any plan for a united Church; but 
there is need for a further examination of what would be involved in such 
an episcopal order." It was agreed that "the important emphases of Epis- 
copal, Presbyteral and Congregational polity may be held together as 
complementary elements in one church order," 


In its concluding session the Conference requested the N.C.C. to 
establish a permanent Faith and Order Commission in New Zealand to further 
the work of the Conference and to stimulate discussion in various regions 
throughout New Zealand. This will replace the policy of appointing a Com— 
mittee only as a means to prepare for an occasional Conference. "There must 
be a higher proportion of ministers in New Zealand informed about Faith. 
and Order matters than in any other country in the world", commented Dr. 
Nelson, since one ort’ of every 14 ministers in all the constituent Churches 


was present at the Conference, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM The Duke of Hamilton on the Influence of Laity 


(Edinburgh) - In his address as Lord High Commissioner at the opening of 
the Church of Scotland General Assembly in Edinburgh, May 24th, the Duke 
of Hamilton said that in all the activities of the Church, and especially 
in the World Church, the voice of the laity must be more strongly heard. 
The Duke was a delegate at the Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches held at Evanston, Illinois, U.S.A., in August 1954. 


"In the ruthlessly competitive atmosphere of the market place, and 
amid the cut-and-thrust of the political arena, in the getting and spend-— 
ing of our every-day existence, and always wherever there is injustice, 
suffering, and want, it is for us, the laity, to take the Church of which 
we are part into the every-day lives of all mankind." 


Only with the help of the laity, who were some 99 per cent of the 
Church's membership, could the great instrument of God's love to men 
bridge the gulf that now yawned so menacingly between the spiritual and 
the secular. And only through the power of God and in the strength the 
Church supplied could the laity hope to find the humility and wisdom need- 
ed to apply the standards of Christ's Kingdom amid the harsh materialism 
of the world's criteria. 


Only through an active witnessing laity could the Church be effective 
in society and retain that broad humanity that touched the lives and hearts 
of all conditions of men, 


The Duke went on: “Too often we laymen have been content to stand back 
and accuse the Church of failing to give the so-called Christian answer. 


4 
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"As if we had a right to demand from the clergy a blueprint from 
which to construct infallible answers to all our social and economic 
problems, or a mathematically accurate forecast as to the proper polit-— 
ical methods for each and every situation. 


"While the Church is concerned with the regeneration of society 
through the dedicated lives of individual Christians, our faith requires 
of us that we should strive to apply its standards in every activity of 
Our life's experience." H.P.S., Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND W.C.C. Consultation on World Need and Strategy 


(Les Rasses) - The service to refugees programme of the World Council of 
Churches has been jeopardized by the ‘slow and cumbersome" administrative 
action of the Refugee Relief Act of the United States, according to Dr. 
Robert CG, Mackie, Director of the Division of Inter-—Chureh Aid and Service 
to Refugees of the World Council of' Churches, 


Sometimes a great ultimate benefit could only be secured after almost 
intolerable delay. "It has already cost the American churches, for their 
Own complementary action in the States and in the support of this Division, 
hundreds of thousands of dollars", Dr. Mackie stated. "The financial pos- 
ition of the World Council, as a whole, has been jeopardized by the strain 
of the Refugee Relief Act procedure, and we are only beginning to win through 
because of the continued generous support of the churches." This statement 
was made "not in a mood of recrimination, but in realistic appraisal of the 
factor which has affected the life of the Division more than any other over 
the last two years." 


In his report for 1954-55, Dr. Mackie then told a group of 120 delegates 
to the Consultation on World Need and Strategy of the Division at Les Rasses, 
Switzerland, that despite "all that has been done by governmental, inter-— 
governmental and private agencies, there remain many millions of homeless 
people in the world." 


The churches working together through the World Council of Churches are 
helping thousands of people to migrate "from a score of countries in which 
they have no future to a score of new ones where their future is bright", 
Dr. Mackie told the group, which had assembled from all parts of the world 
for the five day meeting, June 1lst—5th. Attending the Consultation at Les 
Rasses were delegates and staff members from many parts of Europe including 
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East Germans, Hungarians, Spaniards, Americans, Asians, and Africans. 


The Churches represented included the Orthodox Church, the Old Catholic 


Church, the Anglican Church Community, the Episcopalian, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Reformed, Presbyterian and Congregational Churches, the Disciples of Christ, 
the Church of the Brethren, and others. 


The movements of refugees, Dr. Mackie went on to say, are dependent not 
only upon the generosity of church people and large intergovernmental support 
in the form of loans "but on the governments themselves." 


"The political division of the world today into two -~ or three -—- 
great blocs has shattered the old conceptions of the Christian mission", 
Dr. Mackie declared. "The European churches find themselves not only behind 


. the lines, but on the front. Reinforcements not only need to be sent to 


distant places; they need to be deployed here." 


Dr. Mackie urged the method of loans rather than of outright gifts, He 
was asking for support of the World Council's Loan Fund. "There are very 
many projects which are urgent in the sense of time, rather than in the sense 
of poverty. Hundreds of local churches do not ask to be relieved of their 
burdens; they ask to be helped to carry them -with their own resources." 


On the subject of ecumenical action, Dr, Mackie said that "itis right 
to assert that churches should not lose their way in a general charitable 
enterprise concerned with bettering the lot of suffering humanity, but should 
keep firmly to the path of relationships between churches, aimed at strengthen- 
ing the specific Christian mission of the Church, which is so vastly more im- 
portant than material aid." 


"Tt is equally right to insist that churches dare not stand aside from the 
world's misery. They must be willing to give themselves, like their Master, 
for all men, and lose their life to find it." 


Concerning the Churches in Asia, Dr. Mackie said that ‘it is urgently 
necessary to find ways of enabling these churches to take their own stand 
and witness in the face of rapid social changes and consequent dislocations 
in the life of the community around them." 


The Consultation on World Need and Strategy for 1956 included hearings 
on needs of Minority Protestant Churches in Europe; Orthodox and Old Catholic 
Churches; East Zone of Germany and East Europe; Near East, Kenya, and other 
parts of Africa; East Asia; and India and Pakistan. Special attention will 
now be given to the needs of Asia and Africa. 


Dr. G.J. Van Heuven Goedhart, United Nations High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees, was one of the speakers at the discussion on "The Churches and the Re- 
fugees". The Deputy Director of the Intergovernmental Committee for European 
Migration, Mr. Pierre Jacobsen,. also spoke at that session. 


The spirit of the meeting was expressed in the form of a warm appeal to 
Christian conscience and responsibility by the Chairman of the Department of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to efugees, Dr. Alfons Koechlin (Basel), ia 
sermon delivered at the local church of Ste. Croix, a small industrial town 
near Les Rasses. The tradition of the W.C.C., Dr. Koechlin said, demands im- 
peratively permanent contacts with the local church, wherever it may he. The 
parish church, he said, is and will be the nucleus of the world-wide Church 
of Christ on earth. A great number of parishioners of Ste. Croix and vicinity 
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filled the church to meet their fellow-Christians from almost all countries 
of the world. After scripture reading by Propst Heinrich Grueber (Germany) 
and Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Joint East Asian Secretary of the W.C.C. and I.M.C., 
Dr. Koechlin told his listeners that all Christian work today is summed up in 
the common witness of God's charity for all men. "Célébrez la miséricorde", 
even if this appeal seems to be super-human. With these words, Dr. Koechlin 
closed his sermon. It was particularly moving to hear the members of the 
church of Ste. Croix and those represented at this important W.C.C. meeting 


say together the Lord's Prayer. B.P.S,, Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Pastor Boegner Honoured by Geneva University 


(Geneva) - Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the Protestant Federation of 
France, and a former president of the World Council of Churches was awarded 
a degree of Doctor of Divinity honoris causa by the University of Geneva on 
June 7th 1955. Y E.P.S., Geneva 


GOLD COAST Conference on the Christian Faith and African Culture 


(Accra) - A conference on the Christian Faith and African Culture was held 
at Accra, in the Gold Coast, in May, under the auspices of the Christian 
Council of the Gold Coast. Approximately 100 persons participated in the 
meetings, representing the various churches and mission bodies of the Gold 


Coast and including observers from Nigeria and liberia. The chairman of the 


conference was the Rev. S.G. Williamson, Senior Lecturer in Theology at the 
University College of the Gold Coast and the secretary and organizer was the 
Rev. Peter Dagadu, secretary of the Christian Council and member of the Exe- 
cutive Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


The purpose and importance of the conference werewell stated by Prof. K.A. 
Busia, head of the Sociology Department of the University College at Achimota 
and one of the leading lay Christians in the Gold Coast. In the opening add- 
ress he declared that the African peoples’ interpretation of the universe 
"must. be appreciated if Christianity is to becom: meaningful within their 
culture and until Christianity has come to grips with this problem, not only 


in Africa, but in other non-European countries, Christianity will remain an 


alien and superficial addition to more hospitable creeds." 


The conference listened to a number of addresses on such symbols of African 
culture and belief as ancestor worship, the African view of birth, puberty and 
death, and the influence of witchcraft and fetishism. rrof. C,G. Baeta of the 
University College of the Gold Coast pointed to the need for the Church to 
create new customs which would combine distinctively African forms with Christian 
values. 


The Rev. Paul A. Abrecht spoke to the Conference as a representative of the 
World Council of Churches and expressed the interest of the World Council in 
the meeting and in the problems being discussed. 


Laymen played an important role in the meeting in Accra. The Conference 
stressed the intention to follow-up this meeting with further study and dis- 
cussion in the Christian Council and its member bodies. The meetings have been 
followed with great interest in the daily press of the Gold Coast. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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» BURMA Committee on Faith and Order to be Established _ 


(Rangoon) - A Committee for the study of questions of Faith and Order will 
soon be established by the National Christian Counc*1 of Burma, according to 
the decision of leaders of the council who met in Rangoon on May 30th. 
Recognizing the need for manifest Christian unity in a land where it is often 
said "To be a Burmese is to be a Buddhist", the council will ask the new com- 
mittee to study (1) problems arising out of the present separateness of the 
denominations, (2) ways of working more closely together than at present, 

and (3) relevance for Burma of the present or potential church unions in South 
India, North India and Ceylon. The large majority of Christians in Burma are 
Baptists, while the rest belong to Anglican, Methodist, Congregational and 
certain other churches. 


Faith and Order interests in Burma are being promoted primarily by Bishop 
Francis Ah Mya, the Rev. U Ba Hymin, and Dr. G.P. Charles, secretary of the 
Burma Christian Council. This important meeting was convened on the occasion 
of a visit to Burma by Dr. J. Robert Nelson, secretary of the W.C.C.'s Com- 


mission on Faith and Order. ESP.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Russian Churchmen Accept British Invitation 


(London) — The British Council of Churches has received a letter from Alexius, 
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, accepting on behalf of the Orthodox Church 
and other Christian Communions of Russia the invitation given in February by 
the Council for a representative group of Russian churchmen to visit Britain 
(see E.P.S. No. 16). 


The members of the delegation are expected to arrive on July 4th, and will 
proceed to Scotland for the succeeding four days. From the 9th to 16th July 
they will be the guests of the President of the British Council of Churches, 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, at Lambeth Palace. 


The Patriarch in his reply says: "We hasten to inform the British Council 
of Churches in the name of our own Church and of the other Churches and reli- 
gious associations mentioned in your letter, that we all duly appreciate the 
brotherly friendship in the Lord shown us by the Churches and religious as- 
sociations of England and Scotland, that we gladly accept the invitation of 
the British Council of Churches, and are preparing in love to make use of 
the opportunity of a further strengthening of the friendship between Christians 
of our two countries and of achieving greater mutual understanding among us." 

B.P.S., Geneva 


SWEDEN Parliament Refuses Shortened Theological Training 


The proposal that a shortened training course for the ministry of the 
Swedish National Church should be arranged in order to meet the serious lack 
of trained clergymen has been refused by Parliament. In the debate it was 
stressed that it was not desirable to reduce university training for part of 
the clergy. H.P.S., Geneva 


‘ 
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FINLAND 5% Religious Broadcasts over Finland's Radio 


The Finnish Radio which - like other Northern Broadcasting Companies - 
is closely connected with the State, has in the last year used 54 of its 
time for religious broadcasts. Most programmes of a religious nature are — 
arranged by a special radio-committee appointed by the Council for Parish 
Work of the Finnish Church. In the course of the year, 61 morning services 
have been broadcast as well as evening services on church festivals. 252 
services of morning prayer have been broadcast. A number of lectures on church 
history are being broadcast in honour of the 800 year jubilee of the Finnish 
Church, 


A new type of evening religious programme is the so-called "Home Evenings 
with the Gospel", during which the microphone visits different homes, now a 
well-to-do home, now one that is not so well off, where family discussions 
are focused on Christian problems. It is also proposed to broadcast transmis— 
sions of the summer meetings of the big Finnish revivalist movements. A Gallup 
poll has shown that the religious programmes on the radio have a very large 
number of listeners. This is especially true of the morning prayer services 
which are believed to gather more than 1 million listeners - a surprising 
number in view of the fact that there are barely 1 million wireless sets in 


the country. HOP.S.', Geneva 
FRANCE Danish King leads in Church Service 


(Paris) - At the dedication of the new Danish church in Paris, King Frederik 
took active part in the church service, a unique event in the history of the 
Danish Church and in the history of the Danish royal family. 1t is usual at 
the dedication of a church to have portions of Scripture read aloud by four 
clergymen, but as one of these, the former Minister of Church Affairs, the 

Rev. Carl Hermansen, had been prevented from attending, the chairman of the 
Dansk Kirke i Udlandet (The Danish Church in Foreign Lands), Bishop C.W. Noack, 
asked the King to take Dean Hermansen's place. The King consented and read the 
first of the four passages. 


The Danish Christian daily "Kristeligt Dagblad" wrote as follows: "We 
wish to express our gratitude that such a thing is possible. At a time when 
many forces are opposed to the Church, our King has given an example that 
will not soon be forgotten. The history of the relationship between the Royal 
Family and the Danish people has been enriched by an incident that is worthy 
of being added to many other good memories." B.P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH INDIA Dr. Manikam Bishop-elect of the Tamil Church 


(Tranquebar) - It is now announced for the first time definitely that Dr. 
Rajah B. Manikam, Joint East Asia Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
and the International Missionary Council, has accepted appointment as Bishop 
of the Tamil Evangelical lutheran Church, South India. The appointment was 
made by the Church of Sweden Mission and the German Leipzig Mission. His 
consecration will take place on January 14th, 1956, at Tranquebar in con- 
nection with the 250th jubilee of the Lutheran church and mission. 


Dr. Manikam has been a pioneer in many fields. He was the first Indian 
dean of Andhra Christian College, Guntur, India, the first Indian General 


Cle 
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Secretary of the National Christian Council of India, the first Joint East 
Asia Secretary of the W.C.C. and I.M.C. and now he will become the first 
Indian Bishop of the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church in South India. 


Dr. Manikam holds degrees from many universities. He is Master of Arts 
of the University of Madras, Ph. D. of Columbia University in New York, 2.0. 
of Philadelphia (USA), and a D.D. of the University of Toronto (Canada). 
E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM New General Secretary of the British Council of Churches 


(London) - The Rev. Kenneth Slack, M.B.E. succeeded the Rev. R. David Say, 
now Rector of Bishop's Hatfield, Hertfordshire, as General Secretary of the 
British Council of Churches on June 6th, 1955. 


Mr. Slack, a minister of the Presbyterian Church of England, will be the 
third General Secretary of the Council and the first Free Churchman to hold 
the office, his two predecessors having been members of the Church of Scotland 
and of the Church of England respectively. Mr. Slack has bemAssociate General 
Secretary of the Council since March 1954. After graduating at Liverpool Uni- 
versity, Mr. Slack took his three years' post-graduate course in Divinity at 
Westminster College, Cambridge. In 1946, he was called to be Editor of the 
"Presbyterian Church of England Messenger". His name became known throughout 
the land as a leader in the ecumenical movement. Although not yet forty years 
of age, he has had a wide and varied ministry, and his contacts with other 
branches of the Christian Church both at home and abroad have prepared him 
for the ecumenical task to.which he has now been called. E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Church Returned in Soviet Section of Berlin 


(Berlin) - The Evangelical Church in Berlin-Karlshorst, situated in the Soviet 
area which has been barred to the public, has now been returned to the govern- 
ment authorities of the German Democratic Republic by Major-General A.P. Di- 
browa, Commandant of the Soviet-occupied sector of Berlin. Since 1949 the 
church had been used as a warehouse. 


The church was handed over by Dr. Otto Nuschke, representing the Prime 
Minister, to Propst D. Heinrich Griitber, Commissioner of the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKiD),in a ceremony on May 23rd which was 
attended by numerous church and state officials and a large congregation, 
Members of the congregation had not been able to worship in their church for 
ten years. In his address Dr. Nuschke said that the fact that this house of 
God was restored to the church symbolised the relations between the Soviet 
Union and the German Democratic Republic. He also promised help in the rest- 
oration of the church building. 


Representing the Evangelical Consistory, Dr. Rudolf Kehr stated that while a 
congregation was not dependent on a church, as it could also worship in the 
catacombs, it was nevertheless easier to fulfil its mission in the world from 
a church building. It was the desire of the church leaders to make the Karls- 
horst Church orceagain the centre of an active community life. 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND Inaugural John Knox House Lecture 


(Geneva) - As part of ceremonies marking the formal opening of the JOHN 

KNOX HOUSE conference and student centre in Geneva on June 6th and 7th, 1955, 
Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
delivered the inaugural address of the annual JOHN KNOX HOUSE LECTURESHIP, 


This address by the General Secretary of the World Counci’ of Churches 
introduces a series of annual lectures by distinguished Christians on the 
general theme of the present day tasks of the Church in ecumenical develop- 
ment. 


The minute of the JOHN KNOX HOUSE ASSOCIATION creating the Lectureship 
suggests that lecturers of recognized authority in world Christianity should 
here take the opportunity to set before a wide Christian public a fresh and 
definitive statement on the ecumenical and missionary tasks of the Church. 
Each of the John Knox House Lectures will be printed in English, French and 
German and sent to a considerable number of university libraries and church 
and mission headquarters. 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft was introduced by Professor Henri D'Espine of the 
Faculty of Theology of the University of Geneva and President of the Federa- 
tion of Protestant Churches of Switzerland. 


The subject of Dr. Visser 't Hooft's address which will be published in 
the Ecumenical Review was "Our Ecumenical Task in the Light of History". 


Summarising his address which described church developments since the 
Middle Ages which now find their continuation in the ecumenical movement, 
Dr. Visser 't Hooft said: "The early Church by its very existence acted as 
a missionary force. We are as yet far away from this goal. Radical changes 
in thought and structure will have to take place before our Churches will 
again be truly responsive to the divine call. Can we bring together streams 
of thought and life which in the course of history have generally run se- 
parately? Let us remember that history also records the life work of St. 
Paul, who was at one and the same time the greatest church builder and the 
creative theologian to whom we owe our knowledge about God's plan for His 


Church." E.P.S., Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA Death of Bishop lrenaeus 


(Belgrade) - In its number of May 1955 the monthly periodical "Glasnik" of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church publishe an obituary notice commemorating the 
life of the Orthodox bishop of the Batschka, Irenaeus Tschiritsch, D.D., who 
died some weeks ago in his seventy-first year. The deceased had been bishop 
of his church since 1919. As a great scholar he particularly earned a reput- 
ation in his permanent concern for the publications of his church, especially 
the re-editing of its liturgical texts. Numerous publications bear his name, 
which is known far afield through his close co-operation within the ecumenical 
movement. Bishop Irenaeus belonged to those Orthodox church leaders who could 
be expected in church conferences to sponsor close relations between the 
Orthodox Church, the Anglican Church and the ecumenical movement. Ever since 
the Stockholm Conference of 1925 Bishop Irenaeus had shown himself to be a 
sincere friend of interchurch understanding and the ecumenical idea, both 
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within the "World Alliance for International Friendship through the 
Churches" - since dissolved - and the World Council of Churches, during 
some of the decisive years of its formation. In the memory of the many 
friends he made in the ecumenical movement Bishop Irenaeus will live on 
as an example of an irenical Christian. In the last years of his life his 
health was impaired and he found himself obliged to give up these earlier 
tasks. E.P.S.,. Geneva 


a. 
- 
. 
.. 
Ie 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches The International Missionary Council 


The World’s Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations *« The World’s Young Women’s 
Christian Association «x The World’s Student Christian Federation * The World Council of 
Christian Education « The United Bible Societies 


CABLES: OIKUMENE GENEVA - TELEPHONE 67130 . 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


No, 24 Twenty-second Year June 17, 1955 


eaten a ee AE ee Ree A ee ri A Cree Pol vgs Wl ed ee 
On other pages: 


YMCA Centennial News ........ gtanele'sreu ie IOUS. et Nu OTe Va “bse cla as Hine sak wee 
First Protestant Press Conference Stanley Jones! Missions / Japan . 6 
SINCE 1928 ...scceecceecvesecseveee 3 Institute of St Sergius Celehrates 
Interchurch Visitation with USSR .. 5 30th ATIVE MSU elders so 3 a ee 
Official Opening of the John Knox Indian Missionaries Leave for 

PECL CEN? clea a aieiecaiane dee widin to weatae means 


WCC Meeting on World Need Ends 


(Les Rasses, Switzerland) - The 350,000 refugees under the United Nations 
mandate still in Europe more than a decade after the war are people who must 
not be forgotten, Dr. G.J. Van Heuven Goedhart, United Nations High Commission- 
er for Refugees told the Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to Refugees 
of the World Council of Churches at Les Rasses, Switzerland, June 3rd, (see 
BiPads NOs 23). 


In speaking to the Consultation on World Need and Strategy composed of 
120 staff members and delegates from many different church commurnions and 
nations of the world, Dr, Van Heuven Goedhart viewed the problem of refugee 
resettlement or integration in existing countries as one of Christian respons— 
ibility. "In refugee work one should not be interested only in big figures or 
statistics. Christ was not interested in big figures. Refugee work should be 
on the basis of the individual", the High Commissioner said. 


Surplus Population Problem in Europe 


Pierre Jacobsen, Deputy Director, Intergovernmental Committee for European 
Migration (ICEM), sharing the platform with the United Nations High Commission- 
er saw a continuing need for migration from Europe including refugee resettle- 
ment. "How many people know that in Europe there is a serious surplus popu- 
lation problem that is a threat to the peace, social welfare, and political 
equilibrium of Europe?" Mr. Jacobsen asked. This surplus population is not only 
of refugees but of nationals and is particularly acute in Italy, the Netherlands, 
and Greece. 


Increasing Rate of W.C.C. Resettlement 

The Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches has "confident 
hopes" of increasing its rate of resettlement of refugees within its care, 
according to Dr. Edgar Chandler, director of the Service. Dr. Chandler, repor’-— 
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ing to the Consultation on World Need and Strategy, said 9,525 refugees 
were resettled by the service in 1954, 


1955 figures on resettlement already indicate that a larger number of 
people are being found homes in new countries by the World Council of Churches 
than in the same period last year. In 1954 Canada led the list of countries 
receiving refugees resettled by the World Council with 3,589 immigrating to | 
that country. Australia was second receiving 2,298 refugees, double the num- 
ber it welcomed in 1953. Brazil followed with 1,258. The United States was 


fourth on the list of some forty countries with 1,229 refugees finding new 
homes there. 


Claims from All Parts of the World 
Dr. Reginald Helfferich, loaned to the W.C.C. staff by Church World Ser- 
vice, recently returned from visits to both Asia and Africa, told the Con- 
sultation that despite the great need for material relief he was met every— 
where with requests "for men rather than money, staff rather than stuff". 
Mr. Willard Jones of the Near East Christian Council described the work of 
the Refugee Committee ministering to Arab refugees with funds and supplies 
from the churches. The divisional consultation received reports on Hast Asia 
by Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Indonesia by Dr. S. Marantika, Korea by James B, 
Atkinson, Japan by Mr. Kentaro Buma, Kenya by Miss Janet Lacy, West Africa 


by the Rev. Paul Abrecht, and problems of ecumenical assistance in Asia and 


Africa were surveyed by Dr. U. van Beyma of the W.C.C. staff. 


A Historic Step Forward 

Members of this Consultation were unanimous in urging the W.C.C. Division 
and its Administrative Committee to challenge the churches to "concern them- 
selves with even wider areas of human need than in the past", The world situ- 
ation, the manifest desire of churches to prticipate in Inter-Church Aid and 


"for example, the initial break through of the churches to the needs of those 


Outside their borders through the Service to Refugees has opened up the wide 
obligation of the churches to minister to human need whereever it is found 
and in whatever form." 


Recommendations of the Les Rasses meetings will be studied by the Division*s 
Administrative Committee next July at Davos, Switzdrland, for determination ~ 
of the 1956 priority listing of world needs and urgent projects to be commended 
to the churches. E.P.S., Geneva 


YMCA Centennial News 


Latest developments published in the June issue of the Centennial News- 
letter include the announcement that Mr. Ralph Reader, M.B.E. has accepted the 
post of Director-Producer of the Rally with which the Centennial gatherings 
will culminate. The Rally will take place in the presence of 12,000 people at 
the Palais des Sports, Paris, on Monday, 22nd August, exactly one hundred years 
after the signing of the Paris Basis of the World's Alliance of YMCAs. 


News of Centennial preparations comes in from all areas. Study Guides, 
printed last year in English, French, German and Spanish are being widely ; 
used by Study Groups. One of them, 'Fellow Workmen for God' is now being trans-— 
lated into Japanese. The demand for special introductory material in German 
has been such that a second edition has become necessary. 


a 
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Broken Hill, New South Wales, one of the most isolated cities in Austra- 
lia, will be sending 10 delegates to Paris. In New Zealand a Centennial 
Banquet was attended by some 600 people and emphasis was placed on the inter- 
national character of the YMCA. In Burma joint observances are being staged 
in Rangoon by the YMCA and YWCA to mark the founding of the first YWCA as 
well as the Centenary of the World's Alliance of YMCAs. These will include 
radio programmes in August and October and a Centennial dinner in September. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


INDIA Australian Visit Strengthens Inter-church. Aid 


(Calcutta) ~ In an informal talk to the members of the Bengal Christian 
Council, the Rev. Frank Byatt, Inter-—Church Aid Secretary of the Australian 
Council for the World Council of Churches, gave some impressions of his re- 
cent visit to South Asian countries, which was endorsed and supported by the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid of the W.C.C. The list of Asian countries re- 
ceiving aid includes Korea, Hongkong, Indo-China, Indonesia, Malaya, India, 
Pakistan, Afghanistan etc. 


Mr. Byatt found in Indonesia "a surprisinglyakequate leadership" which he 
thinks brings the Church ever closer to the non-Christian population, and 
is thereby a vital witness to the Lord, Malaya, he said "is very conscious in 
respect of leadership for the next five years and the Church depends more on 
Indian and Chinese leadership than that of the soil." 


Mr. Byatt referred to his visit in Calcutta, where he witnessed notice- 
able changes in refugee problems, the need for rehabilitation among the Anglo- 
Indian Community, and the proposed programme sponsored by the Bengal Christian 
Council to raise the economic life of the Christian communities in the vil- 
lages and urban areas. 


"Country after country, Churches within the Church all over the world", he 
concluded, "are working together in such love and devotion to each other, 
that one could not have dreamt of it twenty years ago." 


The Rt. Rev. 5.K. Chatterjee, Moderator of the General Assembly of the 
United Church of Northern India, and also President of the Bengal Christian 
Council, thanked Mr. Byatt for his visits to the different centres of activ-— 
ity of the Bengal Christian Council, and also conveyed the greetings of the 


Church in India to the Australian churches. BP.5., Geneva 
GERMANY First Protestant Press Conference since 1928 


(Kassel) - For the first time, not only since the new beginnings after the 
war but even since 1928, a German Protestant Press Conference was held at 
Kassel from June 10th to 12th. It was attended by about 300 press represent- 
atives. 


The Conference stressed the fact, that during these years the press - which 
today is read by over ten million people - had been confronted with many new 
prodlems. The renewal within the Church, the increased responsibility of 
Christians for public life, and the stronger emphasis on the task of the laity 
in a world which has become estranged from the Church - all these changes have 
given the church press a new appearance. 
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The Conference opened with a reception held under the auspices of Bishop 
Wistemann of the Evangelical Church of Kurhessen-Waldeck, who was personnaly 
unable to attend. Rudolf Alexander Schroder, a well-known German poet, spoke 
on "The Sacred Trust of Language" in an age when language is becoming debased. 


But the very fact that the language was becoming dehased (so R.A. Schroder 
continued) proved that language had a value of its own. God has entrusted 
man with the task of maintaining integrity of speech not least in the press 
and in books, thus cooperating in "preserving God's creation". Everyone (said 


_ Schroder ) was guilty of "letting language run wild", committing sins of speech 


(as opposed to sins of acticn) - and this was the reason for the cultural 
poverty of onr time. 


Professor Helmut. Thielicke (Hamburg) who spoke at the opening session on 
"The Message of the Bible and Daily Events", said it was fatal if the Churches 
regarded their public statements on the radio and in the press as "a sort of 
additional job" outside the scope of "their real church work", By announcing 
the Word of God "in between leading articles and press—news", the Church is 
proclaiming its Lord, "who did not come among us in order to isolate himself 
in the ivory tower of some clerical ghetto", The reports in the press must 
therefore be accurate and true; and from the practical point of view, "truth 
depends mainly on what is emphasised". 


Pastor Eberhard Stammlef (Stuttgart), spoke on "The Vocational Difficulties 
of the Editor of A Church Paper". He had been entrusted with this work by the 
Lord of the Church, and it was his task to witness to the world that God's 
Kingdom has come and is active in our midst. For this reason alone a press-— 
man is never merely a technical worker; he is "a church-member who is an 
editor". Therefore the Christian journalist must never "exploit the theological 
substance of the Church's message" for which he himself is also responsible. 

He should therefore he given opportunity than hitherto, "to represent adequate~ 
ly: his position as a churchman", provided that he "possesses the necessary 
technical qualifications". That is why the journalist who works for the Church 
should, as is already the case in many countries, be adequately paid and thus 
given the opportunity to do his best work. 


Dr. Hanns Lilje, Bishop of Hannover, spoke on "The Church amidst the ten- 
sions of the World", and Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, President of the Bundestag, 
on 'What the World Asks of the Church''. Bishop Lilje approved the evangelistic 
work of the press and stressed the fact that in the lutheran Church there was 
no hasic difference between the laity and theologians. An essential criterion 
for the laity was that they must be Bible-reading Christians. The delegates 
from the Reformed Church, which was also represented at Kassel, agreed with 
Bishop Lilje on this point. 


Dr. Gerstenmei¢?r said that both the press and the Church are component 
parts of what is called "The Public": the press as one of the most powerful 
instruments of public opinion; the Church as a public legal body. "Millions 
of our contemporaries", continued Dr. Gerstenmeier, "are living without any 
contact with the Church, and therefore do not ask it any questions. Neverthe- 
less, thanks to the events of the last decades, our nation has to a large 
extent turned its back on secularism. The change in our national conscious- 
ness penetrates to the depths of our religious experience." 


The’ practical follow-up work of this Press Conference will be discussed at 
another conference, to be held this year. E.P.S., Geneva 
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GERMANY Successful Protestant Press Work 


(Kassel) - A graphic survey was given at the Protestant Press Conference 
at Kassel, showing the extent to which Protestant press work and the Pro- — 
testant news-service reaches the daily press in Germany, through the effords 
of the Evangelical Press Service in Bethel-Bielefeld. According to this sur- 
vey, the Evangelical Press Service reaches 71.5% of the people who read the 
daily papers (11.8 million readers out of 16.5 million). The church press. 
has a total circulation of about 4 million readers; 3.8 million are covered 
by the Evangelical Press Service at Bethel and its branches. 

E,P.S., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND New Series of Broadcasts in Swiss Short-Wave Service 


(Berne) - Under the directorship of Paul Borsinger, the Swiss Short-—Wave 
Service this spring has begun to broadcast religious programmes in English 
with the title "In His Name". These are short programmes lasting five minutes 
every Sunday, given alternately by a Roman Catholic preacher and a Protestant 
pastor. The arrangement of the first series of broadcasts was entrusted to 
Professor R.P. Williams of Fribourg and Pastor Arnold Mobbs of Céligny. Un- 


til then the Swiss Ghort-Wave Service had confined itself to broadcasting 


services from Sottens and Beromunster on different wave-lengths, with short 
religious talks. E.P.S., Geneva 


AUSTRIA Youth Collection in aid of) Burma 


(Vienna) - The Protestant Youth Department in Austria has decided to de- 
vote the proceeds of the first Youth Collection (in May 1955) towards the 
Protestant Youth Work organised by the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches anc of the World Council for Christian Education. The Protestant 
Youth organisation in Austria has undertaken to raise over 5,000 Austrian 
schillings, in order to enable the Secretary of the Christian Youth Council 
of Burma to pay regular visits to all the Christian youth groups in his 
country. E.P.S., Geneva 


Interchurch Visitation with U.S.S.R. 


(Moscow) - A delegation of the Ecumenical Council of the Netherlands under 


‘the leadership of Dr. E, Emmen, General Secretary of the Netherland Reformed 


Church has arrived in Moscow for a visit to the churches in the Dates 


(New York) - The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. has, recorded its desire to sponsor the sending of a 
deputation of Christian leaders to consult with the leaders of the churches 
in the Soviet Union with reference to the life and work of the churches in 
the two countries, including the effort of the churches toward achieving a 
just and durable peace. 


(Toronto) - The United Church of Canada has invited a delegation of church- 
men from the Soviet Union to visit Toronto in the autumn with a view "to dis-— 


cussing the role of the Church in international affairs." The invitation was 


approved by the Executive Committee of the United Church's General Council. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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JAPAN New General Secretary for N.C.C. 


(Tokyo) - After seven years as General Secretary of the post-war National 
Council of Churches, Rev. Akira Ebisawa has resigned. The new General 


Secretary, the Rev. Kiyoshi Hirai, is a Lutheran. E.P.S., Geneva 
SWI™ ZERLAND Official Opening of the John Knox House in Geneva 


(Geneva) - The John Knox House, a project of the Presbyterian Church USA 
in cooperation with the National Protestant Church of Geneva and the Geneva 
University, opened on June 6th (see E.P.S. No 23), is an ecumenical confer- 
ence and student centre planned to augment the programme of inter-church 
aid and fraternal work carried out in Europe since the end of World War II 
by the Presbyterian Church USA. 


The Resident Director of the John Knox House is Rev. Ray W. Teeuwissen 
from Rockford, Illinois, USA. Even before the end of hostilities in 1945, 
Mr. Teeuwissen was appointed by the Presbyterian Foreign Board as the first 
"Fraternal Worker" to Europe. Mr. Teeuwissen was formally installed as the 
Director of the Jchn Knox House during a ceremony on June 7th, which was 
attended by notable figures of the Presbyterian Church USA, the French Re- 
formed Church, the National Protestant Church of Geneva, and the World Coun~ 
cil of Churches. Those present included Dr Charles W. Arbuthnot, Field Re- 
presentative in Europe of the Preshyterian Church USA; Dr Charles Leber, 
General Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Church USA; 
and Dr Arthur L. Miller, Minister of the Montview Boulevard Presbyterian 
Church in Denver, Colorado. Dr Miller's Church has subscribed the funds to 
make the establishment of the John Knox House possible. E.P.S., Geneva 


JAPAN Report from the Stanley Jones! Missions 


(Tokyo) - The Japan Christian Activity News reports: "Although warned that 
the anti-US feeling in Japan had turned its edge against Christianity, Dr. 
Stanley Jones, the well-known American missionary, found that this was only 
somewhat true if measured in terms of response to his evangelistic mission. 
Completing his tour of 73 cities in less than three months, he found that 
where preparation was equal to what it was on his last trip two years ago, 
attendance was as large and response in decision cards was almost as large. 


"His feeling was that while the evangelistic opportunity in Japan was not 


pressing at the doors of the Church as it was just after the Wars 26 Was Styne 


there. If the Church would be aggressive in its evangelistic outreach, it 
would find ample response. 


"To this end, one of his main appeals was for volunteer lay evangelists _ 
who would give their time to the essential work of the Church: the spreading. 
of the Gospel. Dr Jones stated: 'The Church will never be a strong one until 
it becomes a strong lay movement with a pastor as guide, stimulator, and 
spiritualizer of this essentially lay movement.! Although he found some signs 
of an effort to defend the status quo on the margins, he felt the Church as 
a whole was ready to respond to this appeal for lay participation in evange- 


‘lism, 


"The theme of his sermor was 'Jesus is Lord'. As a symbol and simple 
reminder of this three-word theme he held aloft three fingers as a salutation. 
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The symbol caught on, and he was greeted and bidden goodbye at railroad 
stations by three fingers held up and a shout of 'lesuwa Shu Nare!! 


"The decision cards had three alternative places to sign: 1) I don't 

know enough about Christianity now to be baptized but I want to be taught 
and prepared for baptism; 2) I have been in touch with Christianity, and 

I decide now that I Want to be baptized, and admitted to the Church; 3) I 
have been baptized but I have not been living a dedicated life. I want to 
become a 100% Christian, giving my whole life in service. Under this last 
alternative, emphasis was put on the importance of regular prayer, regular 
Bible study, and efforts to pass on the Gospel to others. Those volunteering 
for lay evangelism were urged to get in contact with their pastors and offer 
their service. Although the total number of cards signed was not as great as 
last time (less than 20,000 as compared with 30,000), part of the reason 
was that Dr. Jones concentrated on small centres, visiting fewer schools and 


large cities." #.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE - Institute of St Sergius Celebrates 30th Anniversary 


(Paris) - Last week, the well-known Russian Orthodox Institute of St. Sergius 
in Paris celebrated its 30th anniversary. Friends from Paris, the European 
countries and the USA attended the solemn liturgy Te Deum at the beautiful 
church of the Institute, during which Bishop Cassian addressed the large 
crowd attending the ceremonies. 


During the meetings Prof. Zander described the activities of the Institute 
since its foundation 30 years ago in Paris. Through many developments and 
dramatic events the Institute had carried out its task to prepare young people 
for the service of their church. A speech on the ecumenical movement was de- 
livered by Prof. Kartachef, one of theleading members of the board of the 
Institute. Well-known theologians from the Roman Catholic Church expressed 
appreciation of the work accomplished by the Institute. In the evening of the 
same day friends of the Institue gathered together in the American pro-Cathedral. | 
On this occasion speakers from Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, Sweden, 
the Orthodox Seminary in Halki (Turkey), the US‘ and from the WCC spoke on 
the importance of the theological education being given to young ’,rthodox 
people to enable them to work in the Cnurch. 


On the occasion of the celebrations Dr. Robert Mackie, Director of the 
WCG's Division of Inter~-Church Aid and Service to Refugees and one of the 
Council's Associate General Secretaries, received the Institute's depree of 
Doctor of Divinity honoris causa. Dr. Mackie is a minister o* the Church of 
Scotland (Presbyterian). E.P.S., Geneva 


INDIA | Indian Missionaries to Leave for East Africa 


OS na ne rn en er ee a 


(Calcutta) - The Rev. and Mrs. Din Dayal have been appointed the first 


| missionaries of the United Church of Northern India to East Africa. They 


are expected to leave for Nairobi (Kenya) at the end of September 1955. 


_ The Rev. Din Dayal holds the B.A. degree of Allahabad University and the 
B.D. degree of Serampore University. After some research work he travelled 
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all over India, studying the impact of Communism on the life of the country 
and of the Christian Church. He helped prepare literature on this subject. 
Then for two years he acted as Chaplain of the Agricultural Institute, 


Allahabad. E.P.5., Geneva 
ICELAND 900th Anniversary of First Icelandic Bishopric 


By the summer of 1956 it will be 900 years since the first Icelandic 
bishop, Isleifur Gissurarson, was ordained. His episcopal residence was 
in Skalholt where he also established a school for the clergy. 


Large celebrations are planned for next summer at this historic site. 
Nothing is left of former glories, but in celebration of the anniversary 
a church is to be built at Skalholt in the Romanesque style so common 900 
years ago. The plans of the church have been completed. Building is to start 
this summer. The church should be roofed by winter, but it will not be possible 
to complete it by next summer. 


It has been suggested in connection with their anniversary that the ordained 
bishop of the Skalholt diocese, who at present resides in Reykjavik, should 
move his residence to the old diocese. E.P.S., Geneva 
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An Appeal to the Christian Churches of the World by the Near East Christian 


Council 3 


(Beirut) ~ The following statement has just been issued to the Churches of 
the world: 


"We, the members of the Near East Christian Council meeting in Beirut in 
1955, feel impelled to issue a renewed appeal to the Christian Churches of 
the world to call for a permanent constructive solution to the longstanding 
plight of the Palestinian Arab Refugees in the Near East. Seven years have 
passed by since almost a million people were forced from their homes during 
the period of terrorism and warfare that accompanied the UN-decreed partition 
of Palestine in 1948. The surrounding countries or territories into which 
these refugees fled were largely unable to absorb these masses of dislocated 
people, and were moreover unwilling to accept the responsibility of caring 
for refugees whose dislocation resulted from the partition vote of the United 
Nations General Assembly. The UN through its Relief Works Agency for Palest— 
inian Refugees has provided minimum shelter, food rations, medical care, and 
elementary education for all registered refugees. A very small number of re- 
fugees have individually managed to attain a normal degree of rehabilitation 
and integration into the society where they live, but for the most part govem— 
ments and people have waited for constructive action by international authority 
to provide redress for the injustices visited upon the Palestinian people. 
Israel has not permitted Arab refugees to return to their homes or property, 
and no large-scale resettlement has been permitted in neighbouring lands pen- 
ding political and economic solutions of the Palestine problem. Consequently 
the refugee situation has gone on, with natural increase adding to the numbers 
involved, and with continued idleness and frustration Ssapping the energy and 
spirit of the 901,000 human beings who are the victims of this present—day 
human disaster, 
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"The Christian Churches of the world, aware of the moral and humanitarian 
issues involved in the Palestinian refugee problem, sent representatives to 
a conference held in Beirut in May, 1951, under the auspices of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches, From this 
conference emerged a coordination of earlier scattered efforts into a uni- 
fied programme of refugee relief under the Near East Christian Council. A 
bright spot in an otherwise dark situation has been the generous support 
from many sources, the splendid cooperation, and the significant demonstra- 
tion of Christian mercy carried on through the years in this programme. 
However, we would reiterate the statement of the Beirut Conference in 1951: 
"We are convinced that there can be no rermanent solution of the problem of 
the Palestinian refugees until there is a settlement of the outstanding 
political differences between the Arab States and Israel. Churches are not 
competent to lay down the lines of a political solution. It is the duty of 
all governments, in cooperation with the United Nations, to press for, and 
to facilitate, an early and agreed settlement, as an indispensable condition 
for achieving a lasting solution of the refugee problem." 


"The Near East Christian Council in 1955 believes that these sentences, 
and the entire message of the 1951 conference, have lost none of their force 
but have become more urgently true by the passing of four more years of un- 
resolved misery on the part of the refugees in the Near East. A solution of 
this human problem is the key to the establishment of political peace, eco- 
nomic stability, and accompanying social progress in the entire Near East. 
The cther refugees in the Near East, who are likewise the object of Christian 
concern, the persecuted and dislocated members of theJewish people who are 
settled in the new state of Israel, will profit equally by a just and con- 
structive solution which will bring peace to the Holy Land. 


"The settlement for which all right-thinking people long, and from which 
all the victims of injustice will benefit, awaits a sufficient exercise of 
concern by the national governments whose policies determine international 
action. Such concern can be created only by an aroused public opinion in many 
lands, and the most effective agency in developing such opinion is the Church 
of Christ and the conviction and conscience of millions cf Christian people. 


"Therefore, the Near East Christian Council issues this renewed and ardent 
appeal to every Church and every Christian person to pray and work for an 
early just settlement, after seven years of exile, for the Palestinian Arah 


refugees." E.P.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Billy Graham Visits Geneva 


(Geneva) - Fulfilling what he called "a wish that I have had for a long 

time" Evangelist Billy Graham called on the General Secretary and staff of 

the World Council of Churches. Billy Graham was in Geneva on June 19th where 

he addressed 30,000 people in the vast Geneva Exhibition Hall. "During the 
Assembly at Evanston last year, when I was an invalid," Dr. Graham said, 

"I was deeply sorry that I was not able to be there. During that time the 

great Evanston meeting was in my prayers every day." Welcoming the evangelist, 

Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft, the World Council's General Secretary, said that the 
Council was "very thankful that Billy Graham had come". He said that "evangelism" 
was "the most tremendous task of the Church" and continued "we are thankful 
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to God for all the blessing that has come to the churches as-a result of 
what Billy Graham has so far done". 


During his visit to the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council, which 
lasted for about two hours, Billy Graham was able to answer the questions 
of some of the members of the World Council's staff, including Prof, Hendrik 
Kraemer from Holland, the present Director of the Institute, and Prof. H.H. 
Wolf, the German theologian, who takes over office from Prof. Kraemer in 
September- Discussing the relationship between his own work and that of the 
churches Dr. Graham appealed for team work between the mass evangelist and 
the local ministry of the churches. "The evangelist can make some breach in 
the indifference of people", Billy Graham observed, "but the ministers in 
their congregations must move in afterwards like the infantry in warfare. 
If I were a minister", he went on, "I would get twelve men out of my con- 
gregation and train them 3 years, 4 years, or more, sO as to give them di- 
rectly all that I know about the Message and God. Then, when I havegone, those 
men would really know the Message and could be relied upon to train others 


themselves." R.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Proposed Approach to Soviet Churches 


(New York) ~ The possibility of a consultation between Christian leaders 
in the United States and Soviet Russia developed at a meeting of the General 
Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The Board authorized a study to determine the advisability of the National 
Council's proposing that it send a deputation to confer with Christian leaders 
in Russia. The declared purpose would be to afford an exchange of views con- 
cerning "the life and work of the churches in the two countries, including the 
efforts of the churches to achieve a just and durable peace." The move was 
made in executive session at a meeting June 8-9 in New York (see E.P.S. No. 24). 


The possibility of an East-West consultation of church leaders was announced 
by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, President of the National Council. Dr. Blake was 
authorized »by the Board to take the next steps of inquiry, in consultation with. 
the Board's Policy and Strategy Committee. 


The Board acted after reports of several consultations that have been ar- 
ranged between Christian leaders of East and West, and in response to the 
appeal of the World Council of Churches that church leaders of countries bet- 
ween which tension exists confer together, 


Dr. Blake said that the proposal for such conferences “among Christians 
across all political differences is in harmony with the actions of several 
constituent communions of the National Council." 


An appeal for consultations was made by the second assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Evanston last August. It yerretteveu adi of the 
churches to "visit one another so that they may gain understanding of one an- 
other, and of the countries in which they live, and thus strengthen the bonds 
of fellowship and promote reconciliation of the nations," E.P.S., Geneva 
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FRANCE French Reformed Church and Roman Catholicism 


The delegates to the National Synod of the Reformed Church of France, 
who met at Strasbourg from June 4th to 6th, 1955, sent the following message 
to the members and pastors of that Church. It deals with the problems of 
ecumenism. 


"The word 'ecumenism' is understood today in different ways. Sometimes it 
denotes the proceedings of the Churches which have joined the World Council 
of Churches, in which the Roman Church refuses to participate. Sometimes it 
is used to describe meetings between Protestants and Catholics. Sometimes it 
expresses a certain indifference, which regards all the Christian confessions 
as equivalent. 


"In order to avoid misunderstanding , we affirm that JesusChrist is the 
sole Head of the Church, the sole Redeemer, the sole Mediator and the sole 
dispenser of God's grace. The evangelical faith which we profess is based on 
Holy Scripture, in accordance with the inner witness of the Holy Spirit. We 
therefore draw the attention of Christians to the follcwing points: 


1. We welcome the biblical renewal which is taking place within the Catholic 
churches. This renewal does not mean however that that Church submits to the 
authority of the Bible in matters of faith. 


2 At the same time, the experiments being made in the liturgical sphere 
may help to associate Christiansmore closely and more personally with the church- 
service, and increase their knowledge of the Bible. However, we still maintain 
firm reservations concerning the content of that service; we maintain especially 
our rejection of the Mass, 


3. Although the laity in the Catholic Church are trying to play a larger 
rdle in the witness of their Church, we affirm that this does not modify the 
Roman conception of the priesthood. 


4, We are glad to find many Catholics who recognise the lay character of 
the State, and who desire it, for the good of the Church; but this does not 
relieve our anxiety with regard to the Reman Church's desire for power in the 
temporal sphere. 


5. Meetings between Catholics and Protestants for the purpose of study and 
meditation on the Bible seem to us to be possible; but they must he undertaken 
with wisdom and discernment, bearing the preceding remarks in mind, 


"Particularly concerning the Week of Christian Unity, we remind the Reformed 
Church that it must pray for the unity of the Churches, remembering the prayer 
which Christ himself prayed. But we would also remind the Reformed Church that 
Catholics and Protestants can only truly pray together after sincerely explaining 
themselves to one another, so that there may be no weakening or distortion of 
the convictions of either side. 


"These remarks and these reservations have no intention of criticising the 
personal attitude of many Catholic brethren, whose suffering and spiritual 
conflict we recognize; but we are forced to state our position clearly, be- 
cause these brethren still insist on maintaining blind obedience to the authority 
of Rome. 


"Our loyalty to the Church of Jesus Christ is shown by our faithfulness in 
the Reformed Church of France. We cannot accept the institutional authority of 
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Rome; but in all humility we meet the men whom God places on our path, and 
agree to cooperate with them for the sole glory of Our Lord, For them, as for 
all men, we must pray and bear witness to our evangelical faith." 

E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Major U.S. Conference on "Faith and Order" in 1957 


(New York) - A National Conference on "The Nature of the Unity We Seek" is 
being arranged for September, 1957, by the United States Conference for the 
World Council of Churches. Plans for this "Faith and Order" meeting were dis- 
closed on June 9, when Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, head of the New York office 
of the World Council of Churches, addressed a meeting of the General Board 

of the National Council of Churches. He invited the National Council of Chur- 
ches to become co-sponsors of the 1957meeting. A similar invitation is being 
extended to the Canadian Council of Churches. 


Outlining the background and objective of the meeting Dr. Cavert said: 
"Behind this plan lies the conviction that the time has come when an effort 
should be made to bring the concerns of the Faith and Order movement closer 
to the life of the local church, The three world conferences on Faith and 
Order which have been held in Lausanne, Switzerland, 1927; Edinburgh, Scotland, 
1937; and Lund, Sweden, 1953; have produced a deep sense of need for further 
exploration of the basic principles of church unity, but this interest has not 
yet arrested the attention of the rank and file of Christian people. 


"At the last meeting of the Faith and Order Commission held immediately 
after the Evanston Assembly of the orld Council of Churches, it was agreed 
to encourage regional conferences, to be organized by the member churches of 
differenct areas, as a means of extending the prayerful study of problems 
connected with the unity of the Church. In accordance with this decision, the 
United States Conference for the World Council of Churches has voted to hold 
such a regional conference. 


"It is proposed", Dr. licCrea Cavert went on to say, "that the conference 
shall deal specifically with the American scene, bearing in mind our present 
Situation ahd trying to make a contribution at points at which the American 
churches have had a rather distinctive point of view or experience. It may be 
that this difference in historical background has an important bearing upon the 


problem of a larger unity of the Church throughout the world." 


Although the final decisions concerning the date and place and composition 
of the conference are still to be made, Dr. Cavert expected that it will take 
place some time in the first half of September, 1957. He revealed that "a pro- 
visional decision has been made that the membership of the conference should 
be approximately 500 persons and that, except for a limited number of consul- 
tants, they should all be appointed by the cooperating denominations." The 
Rt. Rev. Angus Dun of Washington, D.C. has accepted an invitation to serve as 
chairman of the Committee on Arrangements, and Dy. Eugene Carson Blake of 
Philadelphia has similarly agreed to be the vice-chairman of the Committee on 
Arrangements. Professor Paul S. Minear of Andover Newton Theological Seminary 
will be the theological secretary with responsibility for the preparatory studies 
and the conference programme, 


The membership of the Committee on Arrangements is compcesed of representatives 
of the following churches: Presbyterian, Episcopal, Orthodox, lutheran, Disciples, 


i 


By ae ae 


‘ 
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Christian M.E., Congregational, Methodist, Baptist, Reformed, and the 


Society of Friends. E.P.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Retirement of Monseigneur A, Ktiry 


Monseigneur A. Kiiry, Bishop of the Old Catholic Church of Switzerland, 
resigned some time ago from his episcopal duties. For many months his health 
had been poor and on July 21st he will be 85 vears old. He was elected Bishop 
on June 16th, 1924, and consecrated on September 14th of the same year; he has 
therefore occupied the episcopal office for 31 years. As the head of the Old 
Catholic Church of Switzerland, he has done a great deal for the internal 
development of his Church. As Secretary of the Conference of Old Catholic 
Bishops, he has been,. and still is, one of the outstanding Old Catholic per- 
sonalities in the world. As Professor of Church History at the Faculty of Old ~ 
Catholic Theology at the University of Berne he assisted Eastern Orthodox 
students to enter that Faculty. Since 1911 he has been Director of the "Inter- 
nationale kirchliche Zeitschrift", the paper which continued the "Revue inter- 
nationale de Théologie"; in this Capacity he has participated actively in the 
ecumenical movement during the last few decades. As a Bishop in a country which 
had been spared the ravages of war, he set up the organisation for Old Catholic 
aid to refugees in Switzerland, especially to Eastern Orthodox refugees and to. 
Old Catholic Churches which had suffered from the war. As far as possible Mon- 
seigneur Kury will continue to Supervise the relief work done by his Church. 


As his successor on Monday, June 20th, the National Synod of the Old Catholic 
Church of Switzerland (consisting of the whole clergy and of lay delegates 
from the parishes) solemnly and almost unanimously elected his own son, Pro- 
fessor Urs Kury. The new Bishop, who was born in 1901, was ordained as a priest 
in 1924. As a Doctor of Philosophy of Bale University, he worked in the ministry 
first in Bale, then in Geneva, Zurich and Olten. Since 1942 he has been teaching 
Dogmatic Theology at the Faculty of Old Catholic Theology at Berne University. 
He has always been interested in ecumenism, and has taken active part in the 
ecumenical movement since the end of the last world war. He attended the Amster-— 
dam Assembly and the lund Conference, and represented his Church at the cele- 
bration of the 19th centenary of St. Paul's visit to Greece, His consecration 


will take place within three months of his election as Bishop, 


E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Conference of British Missionary Societies 


(London) - At their annual meeting in Swanwick, England, representatives 

of British Missionary Societies, both members of the Home Boards and mis- 
sionaries from the field, took as their theme. "Cgoperation as a Preparation 
for Unity". The conference was held June 14-17 and the greater part of the 
time was taken up with discussion in six groups. 


"The wide variety of representation", writes the Rev. E.H. Robertson, 
"made the conference of special value. Missionaries from Ruanda, where re- 
vival has led to new stirrings and the breaking down of old divisions; pres- 
byters and one bishop from the Church of South India; representatives of the 
Pentecostal churches; indigenous leaders from the churches of Madagascar, 
Indonesia, West Africa and other areas, made up the exceptional variety of 
this group." 


The two principal speakers on the main theme were Bishop Stephen Neill 
and Dr. Norman Goodall. Canon M.A.C. Warren of the Church Missionary Society 
led a session on the Fruits of Union, at which he asked representatives from 
areas where there had been some form of union, what it had meant to them - 
what they had learnt from other traditions, what they had had to give up and 
what they had had to forgive in others. 


"Cooperation is of the essence of modern missionary strategy", Mr. Robert- 
son says, "but this conference realised that it could not be an end in itself. 
But cooperation, for the best motive, i.e. ‘that the world may believe’, could 
create the situation into which God could give Union. 


The final questions asked by the Conference were circulated, together 
with a report of the findings of the discussion groups, presented by Rev. BR.H. 
Robertson, for further discussion. The questions concerned the desire for Union 
and the limits of cooperation. Finally the conference gave its mind to the 
"apparent slackening of interest in Church Union." 
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From the findings of the discussion groups we quote the following 
passages: 


"Any new union church must be in full communion with its parent de- 
nominations in the sending country. Such a union church is enriched by the 
bringing in of traditions of parent churches, though some elements in parent 
traditions may have to ‘die’. 


"Such continuing communion with parent churches is essential if the new 
united ‘national! or 'regional' church is not to become: (a) a new denomination 
or sect; (b) wrongly nationalistic, rather than universal in ethos. 


"The loyalty of members of the new united church must be, under God, 
primarily to the united church, not to the parent denominations, to which con- 
tinuing loyalty is of a rather different kind. 


" At what point should missionary influence be withheld from union dis- 
cussions? 


"Tt is felt that this was a question facing many missionaries on which 
guidance was needed (e.g. should they urge union? give strong denominational 
teaching? keep silent? warn against perils out of their Western experience? 
compel a deeper probing of issues involved?) 


"Most were not prepared to admit a backward trend. What appeared to be 
a drawing back was in fact a pause for reconsideration. Many eyes were on 
South India to see how it would fare in relation to the home churches. What 
looked like hardening was really a deepening. The first careless rapture of 
the ecumenical movement was over and many who had at first been on the van- 
guard of it were now back in their traditions examining what they really had 
to offer and the cost of union. Those best informed were responsible for the 
apparent recession. As one group said, in jest; ‘Ignorance is a preparation 
for Union'. No one really wanted this kind of coming together. We must ap- 
proach Union with knowledge of each other and not with ignorance." 

E.P.S., Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA The Ecumenical Council officially inaugurated 


(Prague) - After final approval of the central councils of the individual 
member churches, the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia (see 
E.P.S. No. 2) was officially inaugurated at a meeting which took place at 

the Comenius Faculty of Theology in Prague on June 20th. All the Protestant 
churches in Czechoslovakia belong to this Council whose chairman is Dr. Jan 
Chabada, General Bishop of the Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession. Two foreign visitors were present at this constitutive meeting: 
Pastor Dr. W. Niesel, member of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD), and the Rev. Marcel Pradervand, General Secretary of the World's 
Alliance of Reformed Churches (Geneva). E.P.S., Geneva 


INDONESIA An Important Conference on Christian Education 


(Djakarta) - A Christian orphanage in Sukabumi, a provincial city in West 
Java, houses more than 100 children, many of whom are victims of the guer- 
willa activities. The orphanage is now being operated by the Indonesian 
Y.M.C.A,. From May 20th to June 18th this compound also housed a national 
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conference on Christian religious education. The conference was called and 
arranged by the Indonesian National Council of Churches! Commission on 
Theological Education. 125 delegates and visitors from all the thirty Indo- 
nesian church bodies attended. 


The prospect of losing control of their schools emphasized for the 
Christian leaders the importance of developing other means of nurturing its 
youth. 1500 primary schools and 250 middle schools are being operated by the 
church bodies. It will be only a matter of time until all primary and middle- 
school educational instituticns subsidized by the state will come under the 
control of the state. Recognizing the imminence of this development Christian 
workers are casting about for some means of providing religious instruction, 
Dr. Homrighausen (USA), the chairman of the meeting, encouraged the church 
leaders to develop a programme which was not dependent upon church administra- 
tion of the schools. 


The significance of the conference is described in a report from Winburn 
T, Thomas (Djakarta): "The Indonesian press gave the Conference frent-page 
treatment, both because of its unique character, and also because it was 
interpreted as the Christian churches’ effort to parallel the Afro-Asian Con- 
ference. Conference Director, Rev. Ihromi, who is General Secretary of the 
Indonesian Student Christian Movement, said that the effects of the Conference 
would continue to be felt in the life and programme of the churches for ten 
years to come. 


"The trip of Dr. Homrighausen was planned by the World Council of Christian 
Education, and his travel financed by a grant from the Nanking Theological 
Seminary Board of Founders. The lcecal expenses of the delegates, including 
transport and lodging,were provided by the Intemational Church in Djakarta, 
and by a number of donors in America." 


The Conference made the following recommendations: 


"To the Council of Churches! Commission on Religious Education, the Con- 
ference recommended the insertion of the term 'Christian' into the title as 
well as into the concept;that all theological schools introduce Christian re- 
ligious education (both practical and theoretical) in the curriculum; that a 
specialist in Christian Religious Education be made available to Indonesia, on 
a rotating assignment, spending one semester in each school; and that the Study 
Conference be repeated after two years. 


"To the Christian Literature Society, the Conference recommended that 
a complete graded curriculum for all ages be prepared for the Indonesian 
churches; that a manual setting forth the duties and responsibilities of each 
church officer and leader be prepared and published; that Old Testament com- 
mentaries as well as those on the New Testament be printed; and the religious 
pictures presenting Christ as the Asian he was rather than as an European, be 
printed for distribution in Indonesia. 


"To the Indonesian National Council of Churches, the Conference recom- 
mended that a mobile ecumenical institute be organized to conduct study courses 
in different areas, conferences which would treat the entire area of ecumenical 
relations and responsibilities. 


"To the Commission on Missions of the Council of Churches, the Conference 
recommended that an effort be made to send new missions entering Indonesia 
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to unevangelized and unoccupied areas. 


"In conclusion the Conference recommended that the Council of Churches 
organize a Youth Department which would conduct a programme of Christian 


Religious Education among the youth of the churches." B.eP.S., Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Anglican Archbishop Calls South Africans to Repent 


(Capetown) - Dr, Geoffrey Hare Clayton, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, 
called on South Africans to repent before God for permitting een country 
to adopt its segregation laws. 


The Archbishop issued the cail at a mass-meeting held in Capetown by 
religious groups to protest against recent government legislation strengthen- 
ing apartheid (segregation) practices (see E.P.S. Nos.18, 22, 44/1954). "I 
urge that whatever the cost to our pride and prestige," Dr. Clayton said, 

"we turn aside from political chicanery and wrangling and declare our con- 
victions as Christians and make an act of national repentance for allowing this 
land of ours to get into such an intolerable mess in the field of human re- 
lationships." 


Dr. Clayton said present South African apartheid policies are based on 
fear, which he ca'led "an evil thing that makes men ruthless and cruel." 
Stressing that the Church must care for the underprivileged and those unable 
to defend themselves, Dr. Clayton said that "when we think the principles of 
Christ are being contradicted by any government it is our duty to say so. 
Especially in a multi-racial population we must watch for any kind of racial 
discrimination which deprives a man of opportunites." Another speaker at the 
protest meeting was Dr. J.B, Webb, president of the Methodist Church in South 


Africa. H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES The Local Church and the World Council 
(Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania) - "The ecumenical movement is a special re- 


minder of G.K. Chesterton's oft-quoted remark, 'Nothing is real until it is 
local!' With this introductory remark Dr. Ee: McCrea Cavert, Executive 
Secretary, U.S, Conference for the World Council of Churches, ae his address 
on "The Local Church and the World Council" at the General Synod of the Reformed 
Church in America (Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania, June 3rd 1955). 


"This primary significance of the World Council is", Dr. Cavert said, "that 
for every congregation it enlarges the meaning of Lee in the ehretial 
Church, It does this in three different respects. 


"(1) The Jorld Council relates the local congregation to the world-wide 
Church. The Council stands as a visible witness to the fact that the Church 
has a more than national character. Through the World Council the local church 
becomes a part of an organized fellowship which embraces Christians of many 
nations and many races. No iron curtain or bamboo curtain, or curtain of any 
other kind, can keep Christians wholly sundered from each other so long as 
there is a council of churches which is truly world-wide, 


"(2) The World Council of Churches relates the local church to the other 
historic branches of Christianity. Through it we are brought into an active 


No. 26 - duly 1, 1955 Yin at as 176 


fellowship with Christians of many diverse traditions and backgrounds, with 
types of worship and organization ranging all the way from the Quakers at 

one extreme to the Eastern Urthodox on the other. But if we learn through 
personal contact more about them our point of view changes. We become less 
impressed by their strangeness and more impressed by the fact that they have 
borne a continuais witness to Christ in a non-Christian environment for almost 
twenty centuries. We then begin to realize that in all of these churches, 
different as they are from ours, the Holy Spirit has been at work. So the 
World Council becomes a way of strengthening our affirmation of the Apostle's 
Creed. 'I believe in. the communion of sgaints.! 


"(3) The Werld Council relates the local church to a united effort to 
bring Christian influence to bear on the contemporary problems of society. 
Especially through its study programme it is constantly emphasizing the fact 
that the Church has a responsibility for making Christ Lord of every aspect 
of human life. The studie of the significance of the Gospel for our social, 
economic, inter-racial and international life are concrete ways in which each 
local church can have a conscious part in a determined effort to find out what 


the Lordship of Christ means for the life of today." HeP.S., Geneva 
BELGIUM The Church faces the problem of State Subsidies 


"An exegetical study of the Bible does not enable us to decide defin- 
itely whether the Church is justified in receiving subsidies from the State." 
This is the opening sentence in a "Basic Declaration" on Church and State 
made by the Christian Missionary Church of Belgium. "The question of State 
subsidies, therefore, depends on the Church's finding out God's will for it- 
self, here and now." 


Among the reasons for which the Missionary Church of Belgium thinks that 
the Church's witness today involves complete independence from the State, both 
spiritual and material, the Declaration quotes the following paragraphs: 


"Deriving its spiritual and material life from God's grace and from the 
sacrifices made by its members, the Church bears witness to God's love for it, 
and expresses its love for its Lord in return, 


"When it lives in complete independence, the Church is in a position to 
fulfil its prophetic ministry as a watchman, in regard to the State. It is true, 
the fact of receiving a subsidy does not imply state interference in spiritual 
matters. But it holds. the Church back when it ought to intervene (in accordance 
with its vocation) in questions relating to the life of the State. 


"We therefore believe that the Christian Missionary Church of Belgium, 
ever since its foundation, has been led to adopt a position which will be the 
future position of the Church in the world," 


With regard to the Roman Catholic Church, which accepts subsidies of all 
kinds, the Missionary Church of Belgium believes that its own duty is not te 
imitate the Catholic Church but to follow "its own course, which is radically 
different." "We believe we must show all those whose hearts are closed to the 
Gospel owing to the compromises made by the churches, that the Church can live 
and grow without the support of any power other than that of God. Stripped of 
all the human advantages conferred b~ official recognition and state subsidies, 
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4s not our Church in the ideal position to prove before the eyes of men that 
Christ is all-sufficient? This particular vocation undoubtedly entails serious 
material problems; the Church has to cover all its own needs, 


"That being granted, we do not believe that the Church can permit itself 
to retire from the world and cease to concern itself about human society. On 
the contrary we believe the Bible proves that human authorities are in accord- 
ance with God's will, and that we have a witness to render to them, both on 
the local and provincial level and in the national and international sphere." 


After this Declaration had been read, the Synod adopted the following 
resolution: 


"The Synod is glad to have realised afresh the privilege of the Christian 
Missionary Church of Belgium, which has been able to live for 118 years in- 
dependent of any financial assistance from the State. 1t invites the wnole 
Church, and each of its members, to accept joyfully the responsibilities which 
this privilege implies, by intensifying their spiritual life and showing a 
liberality more suited to the real needs of the Church." E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Religion Emphasized at San Francisco UN Anniversary 


(San Francisco) - A "Festival of Faith" was held in San Francisco, California, 
during the tenth anniversary celebration of the United Nations there. A crowd 
of 15,000 persons of varied religious faiths from all parts of the world 
attended the faith festival held June 19 in the Cow Palace where leaders of 
six world religions spoke. 


Massed. choirs of 1600 voices provided music for the meeting at which Ui 
Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, an elder in the Presbyterian Church, 
told the audience that "the major strength of the United Nations comes from 
those who believe in God." 


While the audience stood in silent prayer for peace, leaders of world 
religions clasped hands before the group. Leaders included Hindu, Moslem, 
Judaic, Christian including Eastern Orthodox, Buddhist, and Baha'i represent- 
atives. Sections were read from various sacred writings. 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde reminded the audience of the international force 
behind the festival: the United Nations guarantee that men are free to wor- 
ship as they will. 


Doctor Nolde, who is Director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs and an Associate General Secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, called for an offering for the U.N. International Children's 
Emergency Fund. Evi woe, eneva 


Short News from the Greek Orthodox Church 


(Athens) - A new “syndesmos-union", the first of its kind, a Syndesmos of 
women theologically trained, has been started in Athens. Syndesmos is a union 
of Orthodox young people belonging to different groups which have joined in a 
common effort to witness to their Orthodox faith. Syndesmos made its appearance 
on May 14th 1945 in Athens. The new fellowship, presided by Miss Sophia 
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Kofendaris, numbers already 214 young people. 


(New York) - The Greek Orthodox faith has been recognised as a major faith 
in the following states of the USA: New York, Massachussetts, Louisiana, 
Wisconsin, West Virginia, Indiana, New Hampshire, Delaware, Connecticut, and 
Texas, 


The Rev. Constantin J. Andren, pastor of th. Greek Orthodox Church in 
Toronto, Ontario, has been appointed official representative to the Canadian 
Council of Churches by Archbishop Michael, head of the Greek Orthodox Chur¢h 
in America. B, Pees Uensva 
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Call to Prayer for Meeting of Heads of Governments 


The World Council of Churches has issued a Call to Prayer for the 
meeting of heads of governments on July 18th in Geneva. The Call to Prayer 
is signed by the seven Presidents of the Council. 


The member Churches of the Council have been requested to encourage 
parishes and congregations to hold services of intercession on July 18th or 
where that does not seem to be possible, on Sunday July 17th. 


A special service will be held in the Cathedral of Geneva on Monday 
July 18th. The service will be conducted by Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft, General 
Secretary of the World Council and Pastor Frédéric Klein, Moderator of the 
"Compagnie des Pasteurs", 


The "Call to Prayer for the Meeting of Heads of Governments on July 18, 
1955" reads as follows: 


"In the Appeal issued from Evanston, the Second Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches said: 


We appeal to the governments and the peoples to continue to speak 
to one another, to avoid rancour and malice, and to look for ways 
by which fear and suspicion may be remeved.' 


We give thanks to God that today the heads of the governments of 
France, the United Kingdom, the United States of America and the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics are meeting together, for the first 
time in ten years, to speak to one another. 


The eyes and hopes of all the world will be turned upon these conver- 
sations. We appeal for the prayers of all Christians that ways may 
be found 'by which fear and suspicion may be removed’. 


———————— 
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We are persuaded that a world-wide act of intercession in all 
our fellowship is required, and that this bond of prayer should 
never be more evident than in this grave but hopeful moment. 


Let us pray: 


For the four men upon whom so solemn a responsibility rests 
at this time. 


For the peoples they represent. 
For all other peoples who look to them in anxiety yet in hope. 
For the peace of the world, 


‘Blessed are the peace-makers, ! 
The Presidents of the World Council of Churches." 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches are: 


The Very Reverend John Baillie, Yrincipal of New College, Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Presbyterian, --- Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri, Bishop in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, Methodist. --~ The Bishop of Chichester, The Right Reverend 
G.K.A. Bell, United Kingdom, Anglican. --- Bishop F.K. Otto Dibelius, Bishop 
of Berlin and President of the Evangelical Church in Germany. --~— Juhanon 
Mar Thoma, Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, South 
India. ~--Archbishop Michael, New York, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
and South America.--- The Hight Reverend Henry Knox Sherrill, New York, 
Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


NIGERTA African Becomes Bishop of Lagos 


Adelakun Williamson Howells, Assistant Bishop of Lagos, Church of the 
Province of West Africa, was enthroned Bishop of Lagos on June 24. He is 
the successor to Archbishop Vinning who was Bishop of Lagos and he is the 
first African to hold this office. At the very colourful ceremony the Governor 
General and several important tribal chiefs were present. E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM World Assembly of Baptists in London 


(London) - 7,500 Baptists, representing sixty countries, will assemble in 
London for the Golden Jubilee Congress of the Baptist World Alliance at- the 
Royal Albert Hall, on July 16-22. They will listen to discourses by Christian 
leaders, discuss matters not only concerning Baptist faith but also of inter- 
national importance, watch a pageant of Baptist History and close on July 22 
with a rally at Arsenal Stadium to be addressed by Dr. Billy Graham, open 

to the public. 


Nearly 4,000 delegates will travel from Canada, the United States and 
from many of the Latin-American countries. 400 Australian and New Zealand 
Baptists have chartered their own ship. The 68 delegates from Africa include 
men and women from South Africa, the Rhodesias, the Congo, Nigeria and Ethi- 
Opia. Commonwealth countries, besides Burma, Japan and Korea, are represented 
in the contingent of 70 from the Far Fast. Soviet Russia will have nine dele- 
gates. The two largest groups from the Continent are from Sweden (273) and 
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Germany (270, including 14 from East Germany). Britain will have 1,640 
delegates. 


The theme of the meeting is "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today 
and for ever". Presiding over the sessions will be the Alliance President, 
the Rev. F. Townley Lord, Great Britain, assisted by representatives from 
the U.S.A., Australia, Japan, Italy, and Sweden. The Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, the Rev. F.P. Copland Simmons, Moderator of the Free Church Federal 
Council, and the Rev. Henry Cook, President of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland, will give the welcome addresses at the inaugural meeting. 
Almost half the delegates are women. 


Credit for the idea of a world gathering of Baptists mist be given to 
the great preacher, John Rippon, who, in 1790, made the suggestion in an 
issue of The Baptist Register, but 115 years were to pass before the Baptist 
World Alliance came into being and the first world Congress was held. Since 
then Baptist membership has increased from’ 1/2 million to some 20 million. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


FINLAND First International Gypsy Missions Conference 


(Helsinki) - A first international gypsy mission conference met in Helsinki, 
June 15-17. Representatives from Sweden, Norway, Switzerland, Germany, the 
Netherlands, England, and the USA discussed vital problems of missionary work 
among the gypsies. The conference was opened by an address by the Rt. Rev. 
E.G. Gulin, Bishop of Tampere. The basic aim of the conference was to make 
preparations for forming an enlarged international organization for coors" 


eration in the Christian gypsy missions. E.P.S., Geneva 
INDIA Different Voices on Christian Teaching 


The impression that there is no room in India for foreigners is a false 
one, Governor Sri Prakasa of Madras State said during a visit to a Christian 
mission school in Coonoor recently. "India has had her borders open to every- 
one for ages", he said, "and today we have declared absolute equality of op- 
portunity and treatment to all citizens of the land." The Governor endorsed 
the giving of religious instruction to children as a "great contribution to 
the proper development of good citizens." . | 


Meanwhile, a member of the Madras State Elementary Education Committee, 
speaking at Erode, said the Hindu view was that religious teaching had no 
place in educational institutions. The committee member, S. Meenakshisundara 
Mudaliar, Erode municipal chairman, voiced opposition to granting government 
subsidies to Christian schools where "education has a religious bias." 

"It lies only with the people to propagate religion,"he said. 


Since mission schocls at all levels have been receiving government aid, 
inclusion of religious instruction is being increasingly challenged by non— 
Christian public officials and citizens. It has occupied the attention of 
government committees not only in Madras, but in other states as well. 

B.P.S., Geneva 
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NIGERIA Christians and Political Development in Nigeria 


The Christian Council of Nigeria has issued a statement on this topic 
to held guide Christian thinking in Nigeria in relation to "the important 
political changes of these days''. (It will be recalled that Nigeria is now 
preparing for the formal establishment of a federal system of self-govern- 
ment within the British Commonvweath planned for 1956. Each of the three re- 
gions of Nigeria has already realized a large measure of self-government under 
the plan for constitutional government drawn up in 1954). 


The Christian Council's statement deals with the "moral and spiritual 
principles" which should guide Christiansin the discharge of their political 
obligations. 


Reminding Christians that they must take responsibility for the establish- 
ment of good government and "as Christians and as citizens exercise their 
right to vote", the statement declares that "it is the will of God that the 
country should enjoy good government, that is, that it should have a govern- 
ment which promotes the physical and moral welfare of the people by efficient 
planning and administration, makes justice available for all, secures free- 
dom and rights of conscience of mincr ities." 


The statement also points out that good government requires men and 
women of ability and integrity in administration and adds: "Every Christian 
should set an example to others by his truthfulness, honesty and kindliness, 
both in the elementary duties of citizenship and in the more responsible 
offices of the State. Christians are called to recognize that they hold their 
possessions, talents and any authority given to them by the civil community as 
stewards, who in the end are accountable to God." 


Referring to "the spirit of impartial service for all, which is a 
special product of Christianity", the statement also declares that "bribery 
and corruption should be banished by the vigilance of the authorities, the 
faithful witness of the Church, and the absolute refusal of all citizens to 
take or offer bribes." 


The statement closes with the following declaration: “It needs al- 
ways to be remembered that the voice of the people is not always the voice 
of God, and that good government can never of itself produce the Kingdom of 


God on earth." B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Unity Development within Lutheranism 


The Augustana lutheran Church decided at its 96th annual synod in 
St. Paul, Minnesota to join with the United lutheran Church in America in 
an invitation for all Lutheran groups in the U.S. and Canada to join in merger 
discussions. 


The Augustana Lutheran Church also authorized its Commission on Ecumenical 
Relations to enter into conversations looking toward organic union with the 
United Lutheran Church and any other Lutheran church bodies accepting the above 
invitation. 


These two important resolutions were voted almost unanimously by the dele- 
gation after careful discussion and having received petitions from eleven of 


No. 27 - duly 8, 1955 5 183 


the thirteen conferences. This action was based upon a proposal made by the 

United lutheran Church through its president, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry at a 

meeting with the Ecumenical Relations Commission of the Augustana Church. 
B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Unity Development within Presbyerianism 


(Monmouth, Illinois) - The General Assembly of the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America voted to work towards union with the Presbyterian Church in 

the U.S.A. It decided to seek such unity withoutwaiting for the Presbyterian 

Church in the U.S, (Southern) to join in a three-body merger. 


A new permanent committee on interchurch relations was authorized to 
negotiate with the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. Church leaders said the 
move was designed to effect a partial merger and work toward complete union 
when the Southerners were ready. 


A proposal to merge the three Churches, approved by their General As- 
semblies last year (see E.P.S. No. 23 / 1954), was rejected by balloting in 
the presbyteries of the Southern Church. The voting in U.S.A. and United Pres-— 
byte rian churches was overwhelmingly in favour of the three-way merger. 

Early in June, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S., 
meeting in Richmond, Va., decided against further efforts now for merger with 


the U.S.A. and United Presbyterian groups. &E.P.S., Geneva 
SPAIN A fundamental decision on Protestant Marriages 


On June llth, 1955, the Court of Appeal in Madrid took a decision, re- 
voking the decisions taken by the municipal judge and by the District Court 
in refusing to allow Mr. *.G.I. a civil marriage, on the pretext that he had 
been baptised into the Roman Catholic faith. His fiancée is a Protestant by 
birth, and he himself belongs to the Protestant Church and has been a practis- 
ing Protestant for many vears. 


The formalities involved in obtaining the authorisation of this civil 
marriage have been going on for two or three years, and the Courts always 
raised some obstacie to it. Finally an appeal was made to the Court of Appeal 
in Madrid, and the affair has just been settled to the complete satisfaction 
of the parties concerned. 


In the preamble to the final decision, it is expressly stated: 


~ that although Mr. F,.G.I. had been baptised as a Catholic, he had clearly 
and publicly stated his firm desire to belcng to the Protestant religion; 


- that in this matter it is not within the province of the Courts to de- 
cide on spiritual matters; 


- that Article 42 of the Civil Code recognised two forms off marriage: 
the canonical form for all who profess the Catholic faith, and the civil 
form, to be celebrated in accordance with the instructions contained in 
the Civil Code; 


- that according to Articles 83 and 84, the fact of having been baptised 
is not considered an obstacle to the celebration of the civil marriage; 
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~ that the papers in Mr. F.G.I.'s file furnish abundant proof that he 
is an adherent of the Protestant faith. 


The decisions of the Municipal Court and of the District Court are 
thereby revoked, and Mr, F.G.1. is authorised to contract the civil marriage, 
as he requested. 


This decision is fundamental for the Spanish Protestants, who for the 
last ten years or so had systematically been refused permission to contract 
civil marriages, when one of the two contracting parties had been baptised 
as a Catholic. B.P.S., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND A Doctorate in Ecumenical Studies 


(Geneva) - On July lst, 1955, for the first time the Faculty of Theology of 
Geneva University has conferred a Doctorate in Ecumenical Studies. 


This Doctorate was awarded to Mr. Hellmut Rosin, of the Canton of Berne, 
for his thesis on "The Lord is God", After spending several years as a mission~ 
ary in Indonesia, Mr. Rosin wished to complete his studies at the Graduate 
School of Ecumenical Studies at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey. The work of 
the Institute is carried on in collaboration with the Faculty of Theology in 
Geneva. When Mr. Rosin maintained his thesis, therefore, several ecumenical 
personalities were present, including Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft (General 
Secretary of the World Council of Churches), Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer (Associate 
General Secretary), Professor H. Kraemer and Prof. H.H. Wolf, together with 
the Professors of the Faculty of Theology and their Dean, Pastor Jaques 
Courvoisier—Patry. 


Professor Kraemer, Director of the Ecumenical Institute, expressed his 
deep satisfaction on seeing the work of the Graduate School achieve this first 
concrete result. 


A few days later, Curé Léon Gauthier, of the Old Catholic Church of Geneva 
was the first to pass the examination as licentiate in theological and ecumen— 
ical studies. E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM A Further Step in Relations between Church of England 


and Church of South India 


(London) - The Convocations of Canterbury and York, the two representative 
bodies of the Church of England meeting on July 5th - 6th, took important 
decisions on its relationship with the Church of South India. This church is > 
a united church, a fellowship of ex-Methodist, ex-Congregationalist, ex-Pres— 
byterian and ex-Anglican Christians in South India. The status of the Church 
of South India has been much discussed in leading circles in the Church cf 
England, but at the Synods of the Convocations the decisions on this question 
were unanimous. The decisions now taken by the two Convocations are based 01 
a report of Joint Committees from each. They are reached on what the Bisnep 
of Chichester, Dr. Bell, called"the two crucial matters" on which judgmens 
was suspended five years ago. These related to the status of the bishops and 
presbyters consecrated or ordained in the Church of South India at or after 
its inauguration in Macras in September 1947 and the granting to them of per- 
mission to celebrate Holy Communion in an Anglican church. 


The Joint Committees were composed of representatives of all schools of 
thought in the Church of England. The Bishop of Chichester was chairman of the 
Canterbury Committee and the Bishop of Durham, Dr. Ramsey, chairman of the 
York Committee. They report that "we cannot doubt that the Church of South 
India has grown in its inner unity and cohesion, and in its sacramental pie Be eo 
The report says "the Church of South India remains unwilling to prejudge under 
what conditions, if any, ministers not episcopally ordained will be permitted 
to administer the Sacraments after the close of the 30 years' interim period 
provided at its inauguration, It wants to maintain and extend fellowship not 
only with Anglican churches but also the churches from which the members were 
Originally drawn and with those churches with which the parent churches ave in 
communion." 
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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Since the Church of England allows no exception to the rule of an epis- 
copally ordained ministry, the report goes on to say, the "cure lies only in 
the unification of the Church of God in every part of the world, not least in 
England." Nevertheless, the report says, it is the declared intention of the 
Church of South India that at the end of the interim period every minister 
exercising a permanent ministry will be episcopally ordained. 


According to the committees "there are no longer grounds for hesitancy in 
accepting as valid in intention the consecrations and ordinations of the Church 
of South Initia. The committees add that if their recommendations are accepted 
the degree of intercommunion between the Church of South India and the Church 
of England will be extended. Full sntercommunion will be possible only when the 
unification of the ministry through episcopal ordination is complete. 


Presenting the committees’ report to the full synod, the Bishop of Chiches- 
ter emphasized that the recommendations were unanimous." Nothing less than the 
organic unity of the whole Church is our goal." 


The following resolutions were carried by the Convocations of Canterbury 
(Upper and Lower Houses): 


"That this House, while appreciating the difficulties which have hitherto 
stood in the way of a unanimous decision, is now agreed, both on theological 
grounds and in the light of tne further development of the Church of South 
India, that it is no longer necessary to postpone a definite judgment concerning 
the status of the bishops, presbyters and deacons consecrated or ordained in 
the Church of South India at, or after, the jnauguration of that Church, and 
acknowledges such bishops, presbyters and deacons as true bishops, priests and 
deacons in the Church of God. 


"That this House further resolves that (a) members of the Church of South 
India who are communicants in that Church may, when in England, receive Holy 
Communion in the Church of England, (b) members of the Church of South India 
who become permanently resident in England and desire to be habitual communi- 
cants in the Church of England shall be required to conform to the regular 
discipline of the Church of England, (c) bishops, presbyters and deacons of 
the Church of South India may be invited to preach in churches of the Church of 
England with the permission of the Bishop of the diocese, (d) any bishop or 
episcopally ordained presbyter of the Church of South Iniia may be free to 
celebrate the Holy Communion in a churcn of the Church of England at the invi- 
tation of the incumbent, with the permission of the Bishop of the diocese, 
subject to his willingness, while in England, to celebrate in Anglican churches 
only, and, where these apply, to the provisions of the Colonial Clergy Act..." 


The House also dealt with the final resolution asking for appropriate 
action to give effect to the recommendation in the report concerning practical 
help for the Church of South India and to ensure prayer for that Church, 


The Convocation of York also discussed in full synod the report of the 
joint committee on the Church of South India and agreed to the resolutions set 
out in the report. . E.P.S., Geneva 
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World-wide Prayers for Geneva Conference 


The World Council of Churches "Call to Prayer" for the meeting of the 
Heads of Governments on July 18th in Geneva (see E,P.S. No. 27) has been 
answered by similar initiatives of different Christian churches throughout the 
world. 


A special prayer for President Eisenhower and the other statesmen who will 
meet in Geneva was issued by Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, President of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. The prayer implores God's 
guidance and blessing upon the President of the United States "and upon each 
of those with whom he confers, that the result of their meeting may help to 
remove the burden of fear and suspicion that lies heavily upon all men." It 
goes on "may justice and mercy, understanding and forgiveness, love and honour, 
determine the decisions that are made. And let Thy peace, which is beyond 
earthly hopes and passes human understanding be established upon this troubled 
earth." 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has requested that prayer should be offered, 
particularly on Sunday, July 17, for the Heads of Governments engaging in con- 
versations at Geneva at about that time. Dr. Fisher has authorized certain 
forms of Prayer for Peace, suitable for this and other occasions, which have 
been published by the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 


The Council of the Protestant Church in Germany (EKiD) passed a resolution 
at its last meeting in Berlin, in agreement with the Kirchenkonferenz, that on 
July 17, the Sunday before the meeting of the Four-Power Conference in Geneva, 
special sermons and prayers should make mention of it in all the German churches. 
On July 18th special services of intercession will be held in central places. 

On the evening of the first day of the Geneva Conference Bishop Dibelius, one 

of the seven presidents of the World Council, will hold a service for all church- 
members in the four sectors of Berlin, in the Marienkirche in East Berlin, 
Special prayers will be offered for the reunification of the German people. 

At the same time a service will be held in the Luther Church in Bonn, at which 
addresses will be given by President Held and General Superintendent Jacob 

(from Cottbus in the East Zone); invitations have been sent to the Protestant 
members of the West German Federal Parliament. 


Several of the special services held in Europe will be broadcast. Arrange- 
ments are in hand for short-wave reception and re-broadeast outside Europe. 


At 11 a.m. on July 18, when the "Big Four" will be foregathering, a special 
service of intercession is to be held in the Cathedral of St. Pierre, in Geneva. 
The service has been arranged by the National Church of the Canton of Geneva 
acting with the World Council of Churches. Dr, W.A. Visser't Hooft, the World 
Council's General Secretary, will lead the intercessions. 


AFRICA | The First All-Africa Lutheran Conference 


(Geneva) - The First All-Africa lutheran Conference, to take place November 
12-22, 1955, at Marangu, Tanganyika, will be the first continent-wide Christian 
conference on African soil. It is sponsored by the Department of World Missions 
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of the Lutheran World Federation, though arrangements are in the hands of 
a local committee. 


Delegates will come from church and mission groups in Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Tanganyika, Madagascar, Rhodesia, the Union of South Africa, South-iJest Africa, 
French Cameroons, Nigeria and Liberia, and thus bring together people speaking 
a variety of different tongues - and no single one in common, since not even a 
European language has become the lingua franca for the whole continent. Even 
though the conference will utilize IBM simultaneous translation equipment, the 
language problem is expected to be considerable. 


The programme will provide a chance for {inhabitants of different sections 
to become acquainted, through reports, colour slides and other visual aids. This 
and the common daily Bible studies are expected to provide a strong unifying 
factor, The conference will not have a theme; each day's programme is planned 
around a different topic, dealing with African heritage and the Church's problems 
sn the various countries. Much time is left open for discussion and committee 
work. 


Delegates and official visitors will be limited to 150; however, at a rally 
planned for the first Sunday of the conference an attendance of 3 - 4,000 is 
expected. host of the participants will be Africans, but speakers from other 
parts of the world will represent all the major Lutheran and ecumenical organi- | 
zations. 


The World Council of Churches will be represented by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
(USA), chairman of the Central Committee; Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hannover will 
represent the Lutheran World Federation; Dr. Frederik A. Schiotz (USA), presi- 
dent of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELC), will represent the Commission on 
World Missions of LF; the Rev. Canon M.A.C. Warren (Great Britain), General 
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society, the International Missionary Council; 
Pastor Stephen Moshi will speak for the host church, the Lutheran Church of 
Northern Tanganyika (the first autonomous member of IWF from continental Africa; 
the Iutheran Church of Madagascar being an earlier and the only other autonomous 
African lutheran member church). Prominent visitors’ to the conference will inclu- 
de the Paramcunt Chief of the Chaggas and the Governor of Tanganyika. The only 
woman speaker at the Marangu Conference will be Mrs. BE.U. Marealle, wife of the 
Paramount Chief and a member of the Legislative Council of Tanganyika. 


Dr. Fridtjov Birkeli, director or the -WF's Department of World Missions, 
has stated that the conference has no administrative purpose and is not an 
attempt to create a new administrative body in Africa. "It will, serve only to 
create the right kind of continental family feeling, to be instrumental in crea- 
ting inspiration and Christian vision throughout Africa, and to try to formul— 
ate words and ideas that may be of some help and encouragement... (as Christians) 
try to develop the work from migsion to church wherever (they) are in Africa." 

| E.P.5., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Relations Between the Church of Englan¢ and 
: the Church of Russia 


(London) - Preliminary talks on intercommunion between the Church of England and 
the Russian Orthodox Church took place at Lambeth Palace on July 12 between 
leaders of the two churches. The representatives of the hussian Orthodox Church, 
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led by the Metropolitan Pitirim of Minsk and Byelorussia, are members of the dele- 
gation of eight Russian church leaders now visiting England. E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Congregationalists and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church to Merge 


(Columbus, 0.) - The Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church will merge on June 25, 1957. The date was agreed upon by top offi- 
cials of the two denominations who met in Columbus to arrange details of the union, 


The merged body will be called the United Church of Christ. It will have more 
than 2,000,000 members, 1,263,000 from the Congregational Christian Churches and 
775,000 from the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


Action on the merger date was taken after a committee of lawyers reported to 
the joint meeting that the Churches are free to unite on the Basis of Union they 
adopted in 1948, The union plan was delayed by litigation initiated in 1950 by the 
Cadman Memorial Church of Brooklyn, N.Y., (see E.P.S, No. 8 and 9, 1950) which 
contested the right of the denomination's General Council to effect the merger. 


The joint meeting also adopted a step-by-step plan of procedure in prepara- 
tion for the union. It calls for a review, in June, 1956, of the merger plans by 
the General Council of the Congregational Christian Churches and the General Synod 
of the Evangelical Reformed Church. The two bodies also will designate the offi- 
Gal delegations to the uniting General Synod of the following year. Meanwhile, the 
two denominations will conduct joint projects in Christian education, stewardship, 
evangelism and Christian social action in the next two years. 


The plan also calls for the first General Synod of the United Church to 
launch the drafting of a constitution and a statement of faith for the new church 
body. The two draft documents are to be submitted to the second meeting of the 


General Synod in 1959. B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Suomi Synod Seeks Broader Lutheran Union 


(Ely, Minnesota) ~ The Finnish Lutheran Church of America (Suomi Synod) plans to 
enter discussions with other member bodies of the National Lutheran Council look- 
ing toward "broader lutheran union." Delegates to its convention in Ely, authorized 
the appointment of a committee on inter-synodical relations to join such discussions. 


An adopted resolution recalled that the synod had expressed its desire to 
participate in broader Lutheran union as early as 1949. It also noted that the 
Synod went on record in 1950 in favour of a federation of National Lutheran Council 


churches, E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Impressions of a Visit to the USSR 


(London) ~ Seven parish priests of the Church of England have been in personal 
Capacity in the Soviet Union since June 13th as guests of the Patriarch of Moscow 
and all Russia. "During our seventeen days in the USSR", the Anglican clergymen 
report, "we have visited town and country churches in Russia and in the Ukraine 
both on Sundays and on weekdays, and have also visited the Theological Academies 
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and Seminaries of lloscow and Leningrad, a Seminary at Odessa, two monasteries, 
one nunnery, and the offices of the State Council for the Affairs of the Ortho- 
dox Church. We have had several meetinzswith His Holiness the Patriarch and have 
met a large number of other clergy, from Metropolitans to parish priests. We spent 
a whole day in conference with theolegians, both clerical and lay, from many 
parts of the Soviet Union. From our conversations with high representatives of 
both Church and State, we have drawn the conclusion that their relationship is 
one of ‘peaceful coexistence'. The Orthodox leaders expressed to us their satis— 
faction with the status and opportunities of the Church in the USSR". 


"Nothing impressed us more", the report goes on to say, "than the unfor- 
gettably moving reception we had from the packed congregations, which included 
a fair proportion of young people, in the churches we attended. On one weekday, 
for instance, we found 5,000 people worshipping fervently. As we left the church 
they crowded to kiss our hands, ask for our blessing, and beg us to pray for 
peace. Whenever one or other of us had the opportunity to address a congrega- 
tion, our words were received with eager enthusiasm. We found anxiety about 
international tension to be the fist preoccupation of ordinary citizens, whether 
believers or unbelievers. 


"We are strongly divided amongst ourselves in our political convictions, 
but entirely in agreement about the importance of increasing personal contacts 
between Christians in our own country and Christians in the Soviet Union, for 
our fellowship in Christ transcends all barriers. We believe that a closer 
relationship between the Church of England and the Russian Orthodox Church would 
be of incalculahle value not only for the Church but also for the world." 

E.P.S., Geneva 


BULGARTA The Orthodox Church in Figures 


According to "Pantainos", the weekly of the Orthedox Patriarchate of Alex- 
andria (June 2lst 1955), in Bulgaria today there are 400 Orthodox Christian 
Churches, 2352 clergymen, 120 monasteries, 1107 church-sponsored groups, one 
Theological School, 2 seminaries and one Churdh School. The budget of the Church 
is 400 millions leva of which the government takes 10 % as internal revenue. 


Hy Ped, Geneva 


SWIT ZERLAND Iutheran World Federation Receives "Thank-You" Gift 
from German People 

(Geneva) - Dr. Gert Feine, the German Federal Republic's Consul-General in 
Geneva, Switzerland, hes presented 2 thank-you gift from the German people and 
the German Government to the Lutheran World Federation. The presentation was 
made in the office of Dr. Carl E. Iund-Quist, Executive Secretary of INF, at 17 
route de Malagnou, on July 6th. The gift, a set of two specially designed and 
executed candlesticks bearing heavy honey-wax candles and inscribed "Dankspence 
des deutschen Volkes 1951" (A Thankoffering from the German People) was accom- 
panied by a document signed by Theodor Heuss, President of the Federal Republic. 
This document explains that such gifts are being presented to the church and 
welfare associations which were the arm that brought the tremendous aid and 
brotherly sympathy of millions of individuals to the people of Germany. 

E.P.5,, Geneva 
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SWITZERLAND | Meetings of Women-Theologians 


Two meetings of women theologians have just been held. The first was at Crét- 
Bérard, where women theologians from the French-speaking Cantons of Vaud, Neu- 
chatel and Geneva, held a friendly gathering. Thirty women have now finished 
their theological studies and have obtained their Degrees from the Faculties of 
Theology of the different universities in French-speaking Switzerland. They dis- 
cussed urgent problems connected with re-adapting "handicapped" people to commun- 
ity life. These people no longer expect individuals or organizations to pity them; 
they want understanding, suitable work adapted to their limitations, and espec-— 
jally a humanitarian attitude which enables them to participate in the life of 
society on the same footing as those who are physically fit. 


The second meeting was held at Bern. It consisted of delegates from the 
Swiss Association of Women Theologians, which has about sixty members, all of 
whom are exercising their ministry in different parts of Switzerland. Twenty- 
three delegates from German Switzerland and two from French Switzerland were 
present, They were sntroduced to the work of the Midnight Mission in Bale, whose 
members go round the streets late at night to seek for "those who are lost". The 
human dramas revealed during the discussions showed the urgent need for service 
among these "lost" women. 


The report of these meetings is published in "La Vie protestante" of July 
8th. It concludes with the following question, addressed to the Swiss Churches: 
"Why is it that many of the Swiss Churches will not break through their own rigid 
systems and freely admit these trained and devoted women—theologians to official 
or virtually official cooperation in the work of the Church? They are only wait- 
ing for the Churches to call them to assist the pastors in the various branches 


of the ministry. E.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE A "Grand Prix'' for a Protestant Recording 


A Protestant recording figures for the first time on the honours list for 
the best records of 1955, for which the prises were recently distributed in 
Paris. The award was made in the section for liturgical music. It is for a recor- 
ding of an Office of the Taizé Community, including the singing of psalms, chora— 
les, responses and the Lord's Prayer, and also readings from the Bible and 
prayers. 


On the other side of this long-playing record the choir of the Paris Oratoire 
has registered about ten psalms and chorales, most of them drawn from "Louange 
et Prigre". They will bring a form of Protestant worship to the knowledge of a 
wide public. 


This record bears the title "Soli Deo Gloria" (a 30 om. long-playing record, 
SM 33-19, on sale at the Taizé Community, via Cormatin (Saéne-et-Loire), 2,600 
Fr.francs, post free). 
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Service of Intercession for the Big four Conference 
(Geneva) - The predicament in which the statesmen of the world find themselves 
as the Big Four Conference begins is "because of us", Dr. WA. Visser't Hooft, 
General Secretary of the orld Council of Churches, said in a solemn Service of 
Intercession at the Cathedral of St. Pierre here July 18. 


Thousands of Genevese packed the pews and overflowed into the aisles of the 
church to pray for the leaders and people of the world. The Geneva civic autho- 
rities were duly represented. A procession of robed clergymen including ministers 
and clergy of the various churches of Geneva, Jorld Council officials, the Hight 
Rev. Bishop James of Melita, representative of the Ecumenical Patnarchate at the 
‘Torld Council, the President of the National Council of Churches, Weekes Lis 
Eugene Carson Blake, and Dr. John A, llackay, President of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, began the service. 


The Service was chiefly designed as a period of intercession. Prayers for 
the statesmen and the nations were preceded by citations of specially chosen 
Scripture. Between the short scripture lessons in French and English and the 
prayers came brief periods of silent meditation. Pastor Klein, Moderator of 
the Venerable Company of Pastors ("Compagnie des Pasteurs") of Geneva, led in 
the prayers and scripture readings alternately with Dr. Visser't Hooft, who 
had prepared an introductory meditation. The meditation explained the meaning 
of the service and of the world-wide fellowship of prayer surrounding the Geneva 
Meeting. 


"Because of us, the world with which they have to deal is the world as it 
has been shaped by the actions of individual men", Dr, Visser't Hooft said, "The 
statesman can only act within the limits set for him by the attitudes of those 
to whom he is accountable... There can be, there will be, no peace unless men 
and women like ourselves are willing to pay the price for true peace, 
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While statesmen have a specific kind of responsibility, the orld Council's 
General Secretary said, we share the responsibility with them. "Ye speak too 
often of the great statesmen as 'they' and repeat the cheap formulas beginning 
with ‘if they would only...' Today we realize our deep solidarity with them. ie 
do this as we pray for them." 


"hy do we pray for them?" Dr Visser't Hooft asked. "Is it because we are 
afraid? Is it because we want to get rid of that menace of an atrocious world 
catastrophe so that we may go cn living as we like? If so, our prayer will be 
in vain, Prayer is not magic at the ccrvice of men. The model of all prayer is 
once and for all: 'Thy will be done! and ‘Not what I will but what Thou willst...'." 


"le pray for the statesmen because they are responsible to God, but they 
do not stand alone before God. They stand thsre with us. To be a statesman is 
to be responsible and to be responsible not only to a nation and a vague thing 
called history, but to the Lord of History Himself. That is true for those who 
do not openly acknowledge Him as well as for those who do, This responsibility 
is both burden and blessing. Burden in that their actions have consequences in 
the lives of nations and individuals far beyond what they can foresee themselves. 
Blessing in that they are not alone and are used by the Sovereign God," said 
Dr. Visser't Hooft. 


In closing, Dr. Visser't Hooft said: "We want to show our gratitude for the 
new opportunity which God in His patience has given us, to work for a just and 
lasting peace. We give thanks that during these days the statesmen are supported 
by the prayers of Christians in all the Churches. And much more than that: we 
want to give thanks to God because His love for men (His philanthropy, as the 
New Testament says) is so great that He is victorious even over our inhumanity." 


The Service of Intercession was broadcast over the Swiss national radio 
stations Sottens, Beromunster, and \ite. Ceneri and beamed to other parts of the 


world by shortwave, . E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY A Call to Prayer in Eastern Germany 
(Greifswald) - In view of the Four-—Power Conference of statesmen in Geneva, 


Dr. Krummacher, the Protestant Bishop of Greifswald, sent out a pastoral letter 
to the churches, urging them to pray for the Conference and especially for the 
reunification of Germany. He announced that special services of intercession 
would be held in a large number of churches all over Germany on Sunday, July 17th, 
and in this connection the Bishop, together with Christians all over the world, 
sent the following appeal to the statesmen assembled in Geneva: 


to put an end to fear and mistrust between nations, by taking honest action 
to promote peace; 


to bear in mind that the continued division of the German people represents 
a permanent serious danger to international peace. 


He urged the members of the German churches: 
to maintain contacts with their Christian brethren in other countries; 
as men of peace, to cppose the spirit of hatred and force; 


never to cease preying to God for their divided country and asking Him to 
reunite it, if it be His holy will; 3 
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to pray continually that God may guide the hearts of the statesmen assembled 
in Geneva in wisdom and prudence, and may lead them to justice and peace. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


Commission of the Churches on International Affairs sends 


A LS 


Letter to Big Four 


Another move in the series of actions taken by the World Council of Churches 
in connection with the summit meeting of the Big Four in Geneva came this week 
with the delivery of a letter to the head of each of the four governments. 


People in churches throughout the world are following the deliberations of 
the "Big Four" with "prayerful concern", states the letter delivered on Monday, 
July 18th by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs to the prin- 
cipals at the Geneva Conference. The Commission jointly represents the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


The letter addressed to the heads of the governments was signed by Sir 
Kenneth G. Grubb, Great Britain, chairman of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, and by the Rev. Dr. 0.Frederick Nolde, U.S.A., Director. 


During the Conference Dr. Nolde and Dr. Elfan Rees, permanent representa- 
tive in Europe of the C.C.1.A., are in Geneva to keep closely in touch with the 
deliberations of the Big Four and to help interpret their meaning to the churches. 
There are over 170 million people in the member churches and councils of the 
parent bodies represented by the C.C.1I.A. The Commission itself is composed of 
44 leaders from 27 countries. 


The text of the letter follows: 


"On behalf of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, we 
have the honour to address this communication to you as the highest officials of 
the governments of France, the United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, and the United States meet for the Conference here in Geneva. Our 
Commission jointly represents the World Council of Churches and the International 
Missionary Council. 


We beg to assure you that the people in our churches and missions are 
following your deliberations with prayerful concern. Recognizing the serious- 
ness of the problems which threaten world neace, they are grateful for the ready- 
ness of the governments involved in this Conference to consider together their 
responsibilities in the critical world situation. Realizing the complexity of 
the issues which urgently call for solution, their optimism is restrained. How- 
ever, they do hope and expect that tensions will be further relaxed, that a 
basis for mutual trust will be developed, and that the framework for new and 
constructive approaches to peace will be established." 


Drawing attention to the Call to Prayer issued by the World Council of 
Churches for the Geneva Conference and the Service of Intercession in the Cathe- 
dral of St. Pierre at Geneva (see EPS Nos 27, 28), the letter concludes: "In 
urging that the representatives of governments should play their responsible 
part we pledge ourselves anew to take such actions as may lie within our com- 
petence to advance the cause of peace with justice and freedom." 


The letter received by President Eisenhower included an additional sentence 
reminding the head of the United States government that when he addressed the 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, I1l., last summer, he had 
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suggested that a day should be appointed on which churches throughout the world 
should pray for peace. EePeSe, Geneva 


"The Ecumenical Review" 


The July number of "The Ecumenical Review" (Geneva) opens with an article 
by Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft, General Secretary of the ‘orld Council of Churches, 
on "Our Ecumenical Task in the Light of History". The article is the text of the 
jnaugural John Knox House lecture delivered in Geneva in early June 1955 (see 
BaP eo. Nos 23). 


Pastor J.C.G. Kotzé, of the Netherlands Reformed Church in South Africa, 
writes on "The Meaning of our Unity in Christ". The essential thing is not uni- 
formity of church-order, but the dynamic force of fellowship in Christ summed up 
in the word "koinonia". Here we find the spiritual atmosphere out of which genuine 
intercession for unity is born. 


In his article entitled "Protestant-Roman Catholic Encounter: an ecumenical 
obligation", Professor Ermst Kinder (of Wtinster University, Germany) urges the 
churches in the ecumenical movement to take the conversation with the Roman Catho- 
lic Church very seriously. 


An article by Father C.-J. Dumont, Director of the Roman Catholic Study 
Centre "Istina" in Paris, deals with "/orship in the Roman Church Today". Fr.Dumont 
sums up his considerations by saying that "the ever-increasing importance rightly 
attached by the iiorld Council of Churches to questions concerning worship shows 
that there is a general trend towards a more authentic understanding of the myst- 
ery of the Church." 


"hat Governs and Shapes Liturgical Development?" The answer to this question 
is summed up by Professor Conrad Bergendoff, a member of the Faith and Order Com- 
mission of the World Council of Churches, as follows: "the total response of a 
congregation to the proclamation of the Gospel." 


The current number also contains informative articles on "Christian Youth in 
the Middle East" and on "Worship in South India", the latter ‘through fellowship 
founded on the conception of the Eucharist." 


The Ecumenical Chronicle contains the Report for 1954-1955 by Dr. Hobert C, 
Mackie, Director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees; 
also a letter from the Moscow Patriarchate to the World Council of Churches. It 
reports on recent developments of ecumenical significance. E.P.S., Geneva 


Wlorld's YMCA/YWCA Reception 
On the occasion of their centenaries, the World's Alliance of YMCAs and the 
World's YWCA held a reception on July 15th at the International Centre, where they 
both have their headquarters. Many representatives of the different Churches, 
world Christian organisations and other international organisations in Geneva were 
present, as well as YMCA and YWCA members and friends. 


It will be remembered that the Centennial Conferences of the World's Alliance 
of YMCAs will be held in August in Paris, where the Paris Basis, foundation of the 
World's Alliance, was laid down in 1855. It was also in 1855 that the first YWCA 
was founded in London. Therefore the iVorld's YWCA Council meeting in September, at 
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Royal Holloway College, near London, will have special significance. 


At the reception, the speakers were Mr. Hirs (Switzerland), one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the World's Alliance of YMCAs; Miss Lilace Reid Barnes UES HE GAG F 
President of the World's YWCA; and the General Secretaries of the two movements, 
Miss Helen Roberts and Dr. Paul MM. Limbert. They stressed the importance of this 
centenary and expressed their gratitude to the friends who have given their in- 


terest and support to the movements. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Church Invitation to Soviet Russia for 


Archbishop of Canterbury 


(London) - Suggested arrangements for fuller discussions, next year in Moscow, 
on intercommunion between the Church of England and the Russian Orthodox Church, 
were agreed upon at Lambeth Palace on July 12th. 


The Bishop of Durham presided at the Lambeth talks. Russian Orthodox repre- 
sentatives, led by Metropolitan Pitirim of Minsk and Byelorussia, were members 
of the delegation of Russian Churchmen who are visiting Britain (see E.P.S. No. 
a 26)» 


Metropolitan Pitirim stated that the Archbishop of Canterbury would be in- 
vited to come in company with other Church dignitaries willing to visit the Soviet 
Union. 


Speaking at a Press conference, the Metropolitan summarized the impressions 
the Russian church delegates had during their first week spent in Great Britain: 


"We feel a very deep affection between the members of our delegation and 
the Church of England. We have begun to understand better that all Christians 
must have a very close fellowship with each other, in order to bring us to a 
much greater mutual understanding. In this way, we shall lessen a great deal of 
the international tension and save the world from the terrible catastrophe of 
war." 


Metropolitan Pitirim said that the purpose of the visit was to strengthen 


the traditional friendship between the two Churches. E.P.So, Geneva 
NETHERLANDS | Delegation of the Ecumenical Council Visits Russia 


The delegation of the Ecumenical Council of the Netherlands which paid a 
visit to the Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church in June reported to the 
Council on its stay in Russia. The delegation of four consisted of two members 
of the Reformed Church, one Old Catholic and one Baptist. 


"The delegation", says the report, "had ample opportunity to take note of 
public life in Russia. The mutual understanding on church life in East and West, 
which became apparent notably concerning ecumenical cooperation between the chur- 
ches in the West, was of great value. Many conversations with prominent church 
leaders, both of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Baptist Church took place in 
an open spirit. The delegation concluded from this that the Russian churches and 
their lay members seriously intend and long +40 come into closer contact with 
Christians outside Russia. The delegation visited seminaries, academies, libra- 
ries and other institutions of culture and science. The churches were crowded, 
though the services took place, not only on Sundays, but also on week-days. There 
has been a marked revival of religious life during the past twenty years. Youth 
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also participates in church life, though the Orthodox Church has no special 
organisations for the younger members.of the Church. There is an increasing 
interest in the priesthood as a vocation. The delegation learned that in a 
congregation near Moscow all children are still baptized. Several times the 
visitors were given the opportunity at the end of the service to address the 
congregation. 


"The delegation was impressed by a religious life which is deep-rooted 
among the people", the report goes on to say. "Though anti-religious propaganda 
is still pursued by the state it has heen carried out along different lines in 
the past few years. The system aims at extermination of religion, but it cannot 
deny the phenomenon of a prospering and growing church life. The delegation 
trusts that this first official contact with the Russian Church will lead to 
a return visit of this Church to the Churches of the Netherlands. The visit has 
answered expectations, not least hecause Russian Church leaders were willing 
to face up to critical questions which the delegation put to them." 

E.P.oe, Geneva 


EGY PT Patriarch of Alexandria Visits Russia 


Christopher, Patriarch of Alexandria, accompanied by two archimandrites, has 
sailed to Russia for the purpose of participating in the feast of St. Sergius. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Significant Developments 


The Board of Churches, an advisory body representing the Dutch Reformed 
Churches in the four provinces of the Union of South Africa, has held its bi- 
annual meeting in Durban in June 1955. 


An important decision on a proposed South African Council of Protestant 
Churches was adopted by the conference. The decision includes the following two 
points: 


a) The meeting decided in principle in favour of such a council, represent - 
ing all non-Roman Churches in South Africa, to be established along the lines of 
the World Council of Churches. 


b) The meeting decided to proceed immediately with a plan to bring all the 
Afrikaans-speaking Churches of reformed tradition, together with their mission 
churches, into one representative organization. 


The whole matter is to be reviewed at the next meeting, when the procedure 
for the implementation of the first of these points is to be determined. These 
decisions must be approved by each of the four provincial synods, before they 
come into effect. The intention of the meeting is apparently first to form the 
Afrikaans-speaking (reformed) Churches into a South African Council (including 
their mission churches), and then to invite other non-HRoman Churches to join. 

HeP.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Local Church Commissions I1.M.C. Secretary 


(London) - Following his appointment as London Secretary of the International 
Missionary Council, The Rev. Ronald K. Orchard was inducted into his new office 
on Sunday, July 10th, at a special service of commissioning at the Beckenham 
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Congregational church, of which he is a member, in London. Those taking part in 
the service included Dr. John A. liackay of Princeton, Chairman of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council; the Rev. Maxwell 0, Janes, General Secretary of the 
London Missionary Society, of which Mr, Orchard was Foreign Secretary; Dr. Fajah 
B. Manikam, joint East Asia Secretary of the WCC and the IMC; and Dr. A.M. 
Chirgwin. The charge was delivered by Dr. Norman Goodall, Secretary of the Joint 
Committee of the International Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches. 


"The Service'', writes E.J. Bingle of the International Missionary Council, 
"was probably unique in being the commissioning of a local church member in his 
local congregation to an important ecumenical office; this was carried out in 
accordance with the principles of Congregational order. It also served to bring 
the local church into personal contact with the ecumenical movement in an active 


and responsible act of dedication." E,P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY The Ecumenical Mission of the Kirchentag 


The next Kirchentag will he held at Frankfurt-am-Main in 1956. An "Ecumen- 
ical Committee" has been set up to prepare for this great meeting, the purpose 
of which is to mobilise lay Christians for service in the Church. The Committee 
intends to organise the Frankfurt Kirchentag from within the ecumenical context. 
The participants will include preachers, Bible-study leaders and speakers from 
the Protestant Churches outside Germany. The whole programme will be planned 
with special emphasis on the problems of world Christianity. Publicity about the 
Kirchentag will be sent to countries outside Germany; facilities will be pro- 
vided so that foreigners can participate in the Kirchentag and be assured of 


adequate interpretation and other facilities. E.P.5., Geneva 
JAPAN Christian Faith in Daily Work 
(Tokyo) - Under this theme, thirty-five members of the Kyodan (United Church 


of Japan) Occupational Evangelism Committee met fromthe 14th to the 16th June to 
evaluate their work and plan for the year ahead. Occupational evangelism is 
evangelism in and through daily work. The National Committee members, the chair- 
man of the Committee in each Kyodan district and some especially active workers 
in occupational evangelism made up the group which met at Hakone Seifuso. The 
following points may summarize the significance of the meeting: 


A new sense of the occupational evangelistic effort being one part of the 
total evangelistic outreach of the church was gained. 


The Labour Gospel School which was organized some time ago has proved it- 
self to be effective. It should now be utilized in more churches and communities. 


A Young Christian Workers hiovement is under way as one method of occupa- 
tional evangelism. 


The Committee will strongly urge the institution or the strengthening of a 
course in Cecupational Evangelism in each of the three Kyodan semingries 


As a project during the coming year, an effort will be to establish an 
Institute of Industrial Relations using the resources of the seminaries and 
colleges to provide the churches with factual information which will help them 
to understand the workers and reach them with the Christian Gospel. 

B.P.S., Geneva. 
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W.C.C. Central Committee Meets in Davos 


Between its Assemblies, which are held every 5 or 6 years, the work of the 
World Council of Churches is done by its Central Committee. The Committee holds 
its first full-scale meeting since last year's big Evanston Assembly at Davos,in 
Eastern Switzerland, from August 2-9. The Committee meets annually. It has a 
membership of about 90 drawn from all continents and from practically every deno- 
minational family. Previous important meetings of the Committee have been held in 
Chichester (England, Toronto (Canada), Rolle (Switzerland), and Lucknow (India). 


In choosing eastern Switzerland for the meeting, the World Council has two 
factors in mind. First, the Committee was newly elected at Evanston and many of 
its members will wish to visit the headquarters of the World Council of Churches 
in Geneva before or after the meeting of the Committee. Second, there was a ge- 
neral desire to make closer contact with the churches of German-speaking Switzer- 

land, which have shown increasing interes» in what the World Council is doing. 
The Central Committee will meet between the Geneva conference of the great powers 
and the conference which is to be held in Geneva in August on Peaceful Uses of 
Atomic Energy. 


The meeting is expected to be the lergest and busiest on record. It is pr- 
ceded by important meetings of the Divisions and Departments of the World Council. 
The Divisional Committees dealing with Studies, Ecumenical Action, and Inter- 
Church Aid and Service to Refugees meet vetween July 25 and 30. On the same days 
the meetings of Departmental Committees within these Divisions are being held. 

Two other important meetings are taking rlace this week. These are a meeting of 
West European churchmen to consider Christian responsibility in the present in- 
ternational situation and the meeting of the Joint Committee of the International 
Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches. 


Special attention will almost certainly be given during the meeting of the 
Central Committee itself to Christian ection in the international arena. Reports 
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will be received from the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. 
These will survey what has been done by churches in various countries in follow- 
ing up the appeal of the Evanston Assembly for efforts towards agreement tetween 
the great powers in living together in a divided world and progressive reduction 
of armaments. 


Two main themes have been set down for special discussion. These are: 'Var- 
jous meanings of Christian unity and the unity which the World Council of Churches 
seeks to promote", and "Implications of Christian unity for Inter-Church Aid and 
for assistance to under-developed countries". 


In addition to reports from the General Secretary, the Executive Committee, 
and the Council!s Divisions and Departments, the following subjects will be on 
the agenda: reception of a letter from the Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church concerning Christians & the international situation; proselytism and relig- 
jous liberty -- a special commission has heen established to go into this subject; 
future meetings of the World Council of Churches. 


The meeting will be chaired hy Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (lutheran, UsSehe)s 
The vice-chairman is Dr. Ernest Payne (Baptist, United Kingdom). Among Presidents 
of the World Council expected to attend are: the Very ev. Dr. John Baillie (Pres- 
byterian, Scotland), the Bishop of Chichester, Dr. George K.A. Bell (Anglican, 
United Kingdom), Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri (Methodist, Latin America), Bishop 
F.K. Otto Dibelius (Iutheran, Germany), and Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill (Protest- 
ant Episcopal, U.S.A.). 


On Sunday, August 7, a special service of worship will be held in one of tne 
churches of Davos, It will be attended by members of the Central Committee and 


ministers and members of the local Christian congregations. E.P.Se, Geneva 
SWITZERLAND 7 Two New Associate General Secretaries 
(Geneva) - Two new Associate General Secretaries of the World Council of Chur- 


ches will assume their duties following the meeting of the Central Committee at 
Davos, Switzerland, August 2-9. | 


The Rev. Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, Congregationalist, United Kingdom, becomes 
head of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. The Rev. Francis 
House, Anglican, United Kingdom, becoues first director of the newly established 
Division of Ecumenical Action. 


The new administrators come to their positions in the World Council of Chur- 
ches from important posts in Great Britain. Dr. Cooke has served as General Secre- 
tary of the Congregational Union of kngland and Wales. Mr. House has been Head of 
Religious Broadcasting for the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


As director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, Dre 
Cooke will be in charge of an operation which has a field staff of 500 people in 
45 countries. 


The Division of Ecumenical Action which Mr. House will direct was created as 
a major division of the World Council at the Evanston Assembly in 1954. The Ecumen- 
ical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland, world training centre for ecumenical leaders, 
as well as the Department on Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society, 
the Youth Department and the Department fr the Laity all belong to this importent 
division. E.eP.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Scottish Churches Ecumenical Conference at St. Andrews» 


(St. Andrews) - Over 70 delegates from the Church of Scotland, Episcopal Church 
in Scotland, Congregational, United Free, Baptist and Methodist Churches and 
Church of South India, attended the Scottish Churches Ecumenical Association's 
Conference at St. Andrews from July 8-11. 


One of the highlights of the conference came at the fist session when 70 
delegates from Church of Scotland Youth Leaders Conferences joined the Associa- 
tion's Conference for a visit from the delegation of church leaders from the USSR 
(see E.P.S. No. 23). 


The conference was addressed by two members of the delegation - Prof.Uspensky, 
of Leningrad Theological Academy, and Mr. J.1. Zhidkov, the President of the All 
Union Council of Evangelical Christians (Baptists), who said that "in their four 
short days in Scotland they had learned more than in many years, for they had now 
seen with their own eyes what they had only heard previously." They had been "deep- 
ly moved by the evidence of deep Christian feelings and, though the forms of Ser- 
vice were different in Russia and in Scotland, they hoped that the fellowship and 
the aspirations for peace founded in Christ, Our Saviour, would be strengthened 
in future." Mr. J.I. Zhidkov pointed out that St. Andrew was shared by Russia and 
Scotland. 


The Rev. Dr. J.W.C. Dougall, Secretary of the Church of Scotland Foreign 
Mission Committee, conducted a service on the lines of the Orthodox Eastern Church 
Liturgy and the leader of the delegation, Archbishop Pitirim of Minsk, pronounced 
the benediction. 


After the visit of the Russians the conference settled down to its work. 
Michael Butterfield, Anglican layman and a Youth Consultant at the Evanston Assem- 
bly of the World Council of Churches, lectured on the growth of the ecumenical 
movement, and group discussions followed on the six Sections of the Evanston Re- 
port - Faith and Order, Evangelism, Social Questions, International Affairs, Inter 
group Relations and the Laity. 


At one evening session, one of preparation for the Sacrament of Holy Commun- 
ion, a Church of Scotland minister, a Baptist minister and an Anglican minister 
described the celebration of Holy Communion according to the rites of their Chur- 
ches. 


"The conference", the report of the Church of Scotland Press Bureau says, 
"the purpose of which was to promote further knowledge of the Ecumenical Movement, 
was voted by its members as highly successful. Its members were a more varied 
group than hitherto. Every member took part in group discussions when a real effort 
was made to tackle the Evanston Reports. Through such a conference there was a 
living experience of their Unity in Christ and their Disunity as Churches, rut, 
as the Chairman said, they rejoiced to feel that the barriers which had for so 


long kent Christians apart were now breaking down." B.P.S., Geneva 
‘INDIA Indian Christians Total more than Bight Million 
(Nagpur) - According to figures published by the National Christian Council 


Christians in India now number 8,166,255 out of a total population of 361,934, 581. 


The greatest concentration of Christians is in the southern state of Travan- 
core-Cochin where there are 2,968,030. The state's population is 9,280,425. 
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The figures contained in the NCC's 1954-55 Christian Handbook of India, 
showed that about 46 per cent of the country's Christians are Roman Catholics. 
Their latest listed membership, that of 1949, was 3,673,548. The total Christian 
population in that year was 8,048,395. Members of non-Catholic Churches then 
totalled 4,374,847. 


India's largest non-Catholic Churches are the Orthodox Church of Malabar 
reporting 350,000 communicants, and the Church of South India, with 331,372. 


Other denominations credited with more than 100,000 communicants are, in 
order of their strength, American Baptist Foreign Mission Society Churches, Uni- 
tedChurch of Northern India, Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, Methodist Church 
in Southern Asia, Andhra Evangelical lutheran Church, (Anglican) Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, and Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


Foreign personnel of non-Catholic Churches, including missionaries' wives, 
total 4,877, an increase of 500 since the last NCC Handbook came out four years 
ago. However, 627 missionaries were abroad on furlough at the time of counting, 
leaving only 4,250 actually in India. 


"The increased (missionary) personnel has occurred in the smaller missions, 
most of which do not yet have any organized Churches associated with them", com- 
mented the Rev. Alexander Mcleish, editor of the Handbook. "As far as one can see, 
there has been a decrease of both men and wenen missbnaries in the older missions." 


Missionary organizations now number 68, and autonomous Indian Churches, 59. 
When India became independent in 1947, there were 23 autonomous Churches. In 1940 
there were ll. 


Indian men workers of these Churches total 4,985, an increase of 618 over 
1951. The most recent analysis, made in 1949, showed that 3,200 of the nationals 
were ordained clergymen, 


The Handbook also listed 266 hospitals, 49 leprosariums, 43 colleges, 37 
theological schools, and 2,107 church institutions. Tabulated were 234 Christian 
periodicals edited in 20 Indian languages. The Scriptures were listed as avail- 
able, wholly or partly, in 102 of the 145 languages and dialects of India and Pa- 


kistan. E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES New Post in Church World Service 
(New York) - The Rev. William T. MeReynolds, pastor of the First Congregational 


Church, Rio Vista, California, has been named overseas relief administrator for 
Church World Service, international relief and rehabilitation unit of the National 
Council of Churches. The post is unique in the multi-denominational relief agency, 
said Dr. Roy G. Ross, General Secretary of the Council's General Board, in that 
Mr. McReynolds will not be stationed permanently in any one country, but will be 
available for assignment by CWS to areas of need anywhere in the world. 


In 1948 Mr. McReynolds was sent by the Service Committee of the Congregation- 
al Christian Churches on a 15-months' tour of European church youth camp projects. 
While there he directed a work camp in Germany and was also present at the first 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches held in Amsterdam. In England he assist- 
ed in the rebuilding of two East London Congregational churches which had been 
particularly destroyed during the war. During the summer of 1949 he directed the 
first World Council work camp held in England. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Services of Intercession for the Geneva Conference 


On July 15th and 22nd the Ecumenical Press Service mentioned a number of 
special services of intercession for the meeting of the Big Four in Geneva. We 
now give a fuller account of them. 


(Berlin) - On the first day of the Geneva Conference the services of intercession 
held in the Marienkirche in East Berlin and in the Cathedral were filled to over 
flowing. Bishop Dibelivs, who preached at the Marienkirche, brought home to his 
audience what a crucial moment this was for the human race, owing to the develop- 
ment of atomic weapons. "The choice lies before us", said the Bishop, "the suicide 
of the whole human race - or a free, creative future. This question is so gigantic 
that it suffices in itself to widen our view and lift our hearts. Such questions 
are not raised by men. They are raised by the living God. The future of mankind 
4s at stake... We are the only country in Europe which is not free, ten years 
after the end of the war... We certainly do not forget for a moment, how much 
responsibility we ourselves bear for our fate. Nor do we forget that during the 
last few years much of our sovereignty has been restored... It shall not be said 
of us that we forget the whole, and think only of our own selfish desires. But we 
do not think that our division is God's way for the German people. We do not 
think so, because a nation that is unnaturally divided becomes morally decadent... 
We need unity, in order to recover our moral health. We need unity, in order to 
feel ourselves a free people again ... We do not live in order to gain power; the 
purpose of life is to work together with others to do what is right, and to render 
service to one another, so that God's creative will may be expressed through us." 


(Bonn) - At the same time a service of intercession for the success of the Geneva 
Conference was taking place in the Kreuzkirche in Bonn. The sermon was preached 
by Dr. Held, President of the Church in the Rhineland. Dr. Glnther Jacob, of Cott- 
bus, General-superintendent, urged Christians all over the world to pray for the 
restoration of German unity for the sake of peace. The church was packed, the 
congregation including members of the cabinet of the Bundesrat, representatives 

of the legislative bodies, professors from Bonn University, and other prominent 
persons. 


Bishop Dibelius and President Niemoller sent a joint letter to the four 
heads of governments in Geneva, urging them to liberate all the Germans still 
imprisoned on charges of war-guilt. 


(London) - The Baptist World Alliance, which was in session in London from July 
16th to 22nd, sent the following telegram to the heads of governments assembled 
in Geneva: 


"Baptist World Congress reprecenting over twenty million church members from 
sixty countries met in Royal Albert Hall London respectfully greet your Excellen- 
cies and express their thanrfulness for your meeting at this time and your inten- 
tion to plan for peace and not for war. Believing that the present moment is 
crucial but full of hopé they assure you of their support in your efforts and 
their earnest prayers for the guidance of almighty God in your deliberations." 
The telegram is signed by Dr. F. Townley Lord, President of the World Alliance, 
and Dr, Amold T. Ohrn, its secretary. E.P.S., Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Baptist Vorld Congress Prays for Peace 


(London) - "One of the highest moments of the Congress was reached at the close 
of the Monday morning session,” writes the "Baptist Times", official journal of 
the Baptict denomination, in its report on the Baptist World Congress which took 
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place in London, July 16th to 22nd. "Following the adoption of a resolution to 
be wired to the Geneva conference (see page 5), the great audience rose to its 
feet while, first, Rev. Alexei Andraev, of Russia and, then, Dr. Forrest Feezor, 
of the U.S.A., each in his own language, led the Congress in prayer." The report 
goes on to describe how every delegate was asked "to link hands with his neigh- 
bour on either side. All round the auditorium representatives of nearly sixty 
nations were thus joined hand to hand and, in faith and spirit, heart to heart, 
while intercession was made for the international conference of heads of govern- 
ments in Geneva and for enduring peace for all the peoples of the earth." 

BeP.Se, Geneva 


The Executive of the World Presbyterian Alliance Meets 


(Crét-Bérard) - The Executive Committee of the ‘orld Alliance of Reformed Chur- 
ches (World Presbyterian Alliance) met at Crét-Bérard, Switzerland, from July 
18-21, 1955. Among the twenty-one members present were the President, Dr. John 
A. Mackay, who is also President of the International Missionary Council; Presi- 
dent Dr. Ralph Waldo Lloyd, past Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in the USA; 
Rev. Dr. Bugene C. Blake, President of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A.; and Dr. James E. Wagner, President of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church in America, as well as four other representatives of the North 
American continent. Asia was represented by Bishop Enrique Sobrepema, of the 
United Church of Christ in the Philippines. Among the European delegates were 
Professor J.L. Hromadka of Prague, European Vice-President, and Professor Laszlo 
Pap, Dean of the Theological Faculty of the Reformed Church of Hungary in Buda- 
pest. Among the three women members who attended the Committee was Lady Mac- 
Dermott of Belfast, N.Ireland, Chairman of the Department of Women's Work of the 
Alliance, 


The Alliance of Reformed Churches is the oldest confessional group within 
the Protestant family of Churches, having been organized in London, on culy 2l, 
1875. Made up of Presbyterian and Keformed Churches tracing their origins back 
to the Geneva and Scottish Reformations, the Alliance is at once a confessional 
group and an integral part of the ecumenical movement. A large percentage of the 
67 member Churches in 41 countries are active participants in the World Council 
of Churches. 


Among the actions taken was the decision to go ahead with an Alliance pro- 
ject to restore Calvin's Auditorium in Geneva, in order to make it a World Re- 
formed Centre, and a decision to undertake the publication of several volumes of 
Calvin's unpublished sermons. 


In recognition of the growth of the Younger Churches in the East, steps were 
taken to speed up the creation of a new Area of the Alliance which will include 
Asia and Australasia. The Executive Committee also admitted to membership in the 
Alliance the Presbytery of Lanka (Ceylon). 


The Committee rejoiced to hear that, under the auspices of the W.C.C. Faith 
and Order Commission, discussions of a basic theological nature between Lutheran 
and Reformed theologians would take place at Davos, Switzerland, on July 30, 1955, 
and expressed the hope that an increasing spirit of unity would develop between 
the Churches of the Reformation. ~ 


On July 20, an official reception was held by the Reformed Church of the 
Canton de Vaud. It was attended by the President of the Federation of the Fro- 
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testant Churches of Switzerland, Prof. H, d'Espine, as well as representatives 
of the Government of the Canton de Vaud. 


The Executive Committee meeting was followed by a meeting of the Administra- 
tive Committec of the European Area of the Alliance of Reformed Churches. his 
meeting took place in John Knox House, Geneva. It was decided to hold a European 
Area Council in Germany in the summer of 1956. The theme will be "The Reformed 
Churches and Worship". The creation of a theological commission of the European 
Area was decided. Its Chairman will be Prof. Laszlo Pap, of Budapest, Hungary. 

B.ePeoe, Geneva 


SWEDEN Interdenominational Evangelization in Sweden 


"Looking back at the past winter one has the decided impression that it has 
been more fruitful spiritually than any we have had for a long time," says a lead- 
ing article in the paper "Svensk Veckotidning" published by Svenska Missionsfor- 
bundet (The Mission Covenant Church of Sweden). The paper finds that "there has 
been a revival in the congregations and a spiritual renewal." One feature that is 
more prominent than before is the interdenominational evangelization work being 
carried on in several places. The paper expresses its joy at this and welcomes 
the initiative, although it is “aware of the inherent danger of ensuing friction 
between the denominations." HePeS., Genova 
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Western European Churchmen Consider Economic, 
Social Prorlems 


(Davos, Switzerland) - A conference of Western European Churchmen meeting in ‘Ja- 
vos, Switzerland, July 22-24, has appointed a Continuation Committee to consider 
the possibility of setting up some form of permanent organization through which 
European Churches can direct the attention of their members to economic and so- 
cial changes in Eurcpe. 


At the meeting called by the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Coun- 
cil, church leaders from Holland, France, Germany, Switzerland, and the United 
Kingdom came together to discuss church responsibility in regard to developments 
in European unity. A diversity of opinion concerning specific European problems 
was expressed at the conference, but members agreed to explore the need for estab- 
lishing some agency through which churches can work together in developing 
responsible Christian attitudes towards European problems. 


The Continuation Committee which will report to the Commission of the Chur- 
ches on International Affairs has been charged with the task of exploring the 
form of the potential organization, its financing and organization, location, 
relationship to existing church bodies working on European problems and member- 
ship. 


The \estern European churchmen discussed the need for churches to be pre- 
pared and equipped to offer their own critical appraisal of social and economic 
programmes proposed by governments and to put forward solutions in terms of 
Christian concepts. After the committee's report has been received by the Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs, a further conference will be 
called to consider the recommendations. E.P.S., Geneva 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Service of Prayer for Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 


(Geneva) - The Bishop of Chichester, the Rt. Rev. G.K.A. Bell, Honorary President 
of the World Council of Churches, will preach the sermon at a Service of Prayer 
for the United Nations Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy. The ser- 
vice is to be held in the Cathedral of St. Pierre in Geneva, at 6.30 p.m. on Au- 
gust 9, under the auspices of the ilorld Council of Churches and the National 
Church of Geneva (Reformed). 


Scientists, statesmen, representatives of governments and advisers at the 
United Nations Conference being held in Geneva will be invited to join with mem- 
bers of the local community in this service of prayer. The intercession will take 
place immediately following the meeting of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches in Davos, Switzerland, August 2-9, where Christian action in 
the changing international scene has a prominent place in the deliberations. 


Many church leaders from throughout the world who are in Switzerland for the 
World Council of Churches Central Committee meeting are expected to attend the 
service at the Cathedral of St. Pierre. The service has been planned by the Com- 
mission of the Churches on International Affairs, which represents the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


Professor Henri d'Fspine of Geneva, a member of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches, is to conduct the service assisted by Bishop James of 
Melita, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church, 
Constantinople, at the Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches. 


The service will be broadcast by the Swiss Radio at 10.40 p.m. the same 
evening. E.P.S., Geneva 


World's YWCA Council Meeting 


(Geneva) - The year 1955 is one of thanksgiving and re-dedication for both the 
YMCA and YWCA movements. For the YWCA, it means the centenary of the foundation 
in London of the first YWCA. Not only the YWCA of Great Britain, but the asso- 
ciations all over the world are celebrating the event. 


The World's YWCA Council, which will meet at Royal Holloway College, near 
London, from September 1 to 16, will therefore have a particular significance. 
Every four years, each time in a different country, the World's YWCA invites its 
constituent associations to send delegates and accredited visitors to the World 
Council, which decides the policy and programme of the world movement for the 
next four years. 


This year, two important reports will introduce and serve as a basis for the 
discussions: the Report of the Work of the Executive during the past four years; 
and the Report of the Consultation on Leadership Needs, which is meeting at Crét 
Bérard, Switzerland, from July 25 to August 13. The main item of business will 
be the action to be taken on the proposed text of the revised Constitution. The 
draft has been prepared by a group of Executive and World Council members which 
has been at work during the past three years. While reaffirming the principles 
on which the movement was founded, the new Constitution aims to broaden the ecu- 
menical scope of the movement, to re-word its functions in accordance with the 
present needs of Christian women and to allow a fuller participation of all affi- 
liated associations. 
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About 300 delegates and accredited visitors are expected to attend the 
Council. Because the YWCA centenary celebrations in Great Britain and the YMCA 
Centennial Conferences in Paris (see E.P.S. No,24) will bring to Europe many 
other people who are interested in the movement, the World's YWCA, in coopera- 
tion with the Fritish YWCA, has arranged a special programme in London for occa- 
sional visitors which will run parallel to the World Council. All delegates and 
visitors to the iVorld Council are invited to attend the Service of Thanksgiving 
at St. Paul's Cathedral on September 16, which will mark the end of the British 
Centennial Celebrations and the beginning of a new century of service and 
Christian commitment for the YWCA, E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY - "Church of the Laity" in the Eastern Zone 


(GSrlitz) - When receiving an honorary degree from the Protestant Faculty of 
Kiel University, Bishop Hornig reported on the position of the German Protes- 
tants living East of the Neiss. The 40,000 Protestants living East of the Neiss 
line cannot be looked after by the Church in Gorlitz. As the Bishop expressed 
it, they form a "Church of the Laity" in the Eastern Zone. There are only two 
German theologians officiating there. All the official functions of the Church 
are carried out by the laity. B.P.S., Geneva 


BRAZIL First Presbyterian Conference of Latin America 


(Campinas) - The First Presbyterian Conference of Latin America met July 23, 
1955, in Campinas, Brazil (State of Sao Paulo), on the campus of the Presbyte- 
rian Theological Seminary. The 53 delegates participating represented 650, O0O 
Presbyterians in Chile, Brazil, Venezuela, Columbia, Guatemala, Mexico, Cuba 
and Puerto Rico. The meeting was presided over by the Fev. José Borges, Modera- 
tor of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Brazil; the vice-pre- 
sident was Dr. Liezer Moreno, Moderator of the General Assembly of Mexico. 


The Conference motto was: "United and Strong, Let us Advance!" The Bible 
text for the meeting (John 17:21) stresses the ecumenical mission of the Church. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Migratory Labour in South Africa 


A Statement concerning Migratory Labour, prepared by the President, the 
Most Rev. the Archbishop of Capetown, at the request of the Action Committee of 
the Christian Council of Africa, says: 


Nie desire to draw the attention of all Christian people to a matter which 
we believe to be of the greatest importance in its bearing upon the moral and 
spiritual development of the African Native people. We believe that there is 
general agreement that one of the most dangerous features of modern society in 
all countries, and not least in South Africa, is the increasing instability of 
family life. The immense growth in the number of divorces in recent years has 
caused alarm to all thinking Christians, and to many who are not Christians but 
who are concerned for the stability of society. Believing as we do that a stable 
family life is the best foundation for the growth of Christian character as well 
as a condition of national stability, we urge that the greatest care should be 
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taken to ensure that the implementation of government policy should not have the 
effect of still further weakening the ties of family life. 


"It has long been recognised that migratory African labour, where the male 
African goes to work for long periods in a labour area to which he is not al- 
lowed to bring his wife and children, has evil effects in the sphere of mora- 
lity." This is obviously the case on the Witwatersrand, in the Orange Free 
State and particularly in the Western Province of the Cape. 


"Tt appears to be the intention of the Government", the declaration goes 
on to say, "that any further Africans who come to work in the area must come 
without their wives. It has even been said that in the interest of efficient 
work there is to be ‘stable migratory labour'. This seems to mean that the same 
men are to come again and again, but always without wife and family. They will 
thus spend the whole of their working lives as migrant labourers. Such stabi- 
lity of migrant labour can only be secured at the expense of the stability of 
family. 


"We ask for a reconsideration of this policy. It must mean 
a large increase in migratory labour, But migratory labour 
definitely tends to break up family life among Africans. 
It is the declared intention of the Government to promote © 
the welfare of the African. We submit that all experience 
goes to show that the development of Christian character 
among people of any race depends largely on the growth of 
Christian families, and we submit that nothing can pro- 
mote the welfare of the Africans which does not premote 
the development of the Christian character. 


"It appears that there are three a4ntentions to be served. First, the Go- 
vernment is concerned with the premotion of industrial development, which re- 
quires Native labour. Second, it is also conesrned with the preservation of the 
Western Province as far as possible as an area where there shall be no perma— 
nent Native settlement in the interests of the policy of apartheid. 


"But, thirdly, there has to be congidered the welfare cf Native Africans, 
and the development of a stable Christian life among them. That is our special 
concern as a Christian Council and we submit that it is morally wrong for any 
Christian to try to secure the first and second at the expense of the third." 

E.P.S., Geneva 


HONG KONG — Asia Conyeil of Ecumenical Mission Established 
The churches of Asia have undertaken responsibilities with respect to the 
missionary movement, and are preparing to share even more of their resources 
to undergirding the world missions of the Church. During the week July 5-9, 
twenty-two delegates and observers from churches and mission boards in Japan, 
Korea, Formosa, Hong Kong, the Philippines, Malaya, Thailand and Indonesia 
established the Asia Council of Ecumenical Mission (ACEM), Bishop Enrique Sobre- 
pena of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines was elected Chairman, 
Stated Clerk Lek Taiyong of the Church of Christ in Thailand as Vice-Chairman, 
the Rev. Rodney Sundberg, Secretary of the Interboard in the Philippines as 
Seeretary, and the Rev. Horace iJ, Ryburn, Field Administrator of the American 


\ 
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Presbyterian Mission in Thailand as member. The Council agreed to meet annually, 
and invited all interested national churches, national councils of churches and 
mission boards to join as charter members during the coming twelve months. 


Definite first steps were taken at Hong Kong in July 1954 when a consulta- 
tion was held on ecumenical mission. The Consultation set up an Interim Commit- 
tee and agreed that, as soon as three church bodies or mission boards with res-— 
ponsibilities in East Asia had signified interest in the Committee purposes and 
appointed one representative, the Committee should be considered as having come 
into existence. By the time the 1955 Conference had assembled, five mission 
boards of England and the United States, and five churches in Korea, Japan, the 
Philippines, Thailand and Hong Kong had signified assent. 


The Asia Council of Ecumenical Mission called upon all the churches of Asia 
and sending societies operating in Asia to "participate in the total task, con- 
tributing towards its fulfilment as he is able. This implies the deeper sharing 
of resources of men and money, and employing them in the most effective way to 
win the goal Christ has set before us. This means the participation 211 together 
in the total task." The Council undertakes to implement this call, by sharing 
information on the exchange of personnel among the churches of Asia, and by stu- 
dying ways and means of making Asian personnel available for ecumenical tasks 
in other regions of the world; by collecting, studying and disseminating infor- 
mation concerning the needs of the Asian churches for personnel from other re- 
gions, and the resources available to meet such needs; by encouraging and faci- 
litating such exchange, taking direct responsibility only upon invitation of tke 
churches concerned; by supporting approved projects when funds are not available 
for their support; by receiving and allocating funds to Council projects on the 
basis of need and ecumenical relevance; by exchanging information concerning 
the selection, training and support of personnel; and by initiating regional 
ecumenical projects such as travelling teams. 


The delegates noted that this move, rather than being ahead of the times, 
is in fact long overdue. The Asian churches spoke of their need for initiative 
and self-help efforts if they were to win and hold their nationally conscious 
peoples. They viewed missions not as an activity conducted by a wealthy people 
or church on behalf of the poor, but the inevitable witaess of persons and com— 
munities touched by the hand of God. "Ve of the Asian churches, in our poverty, 
feel called to share our mite to undergird the revolutionary task to which we 
have been called", stated one of the delegates. With respect to the established 
patterns, one of the Asian speakers expressed appreciation and heartfelt thanks 
for the contributions of the churches and agencies which have carried the load 
up to this point. "But these are new times, and new times may require new me- 
thods", he cautioned. "We cannot evoke a response from our people if we are 
tied to the old ways of doing things. If the churches of Asia are not daring 
enough to break out upon their own, but follow blindly the West's leading", he 


continued, "their timidity will lose them the battle." E.P.S., Geneva 
SWIT ZERLAND Swiss Protestant Church Federation in Session 


(Fribourg) - This year the meeting of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation 
was held in Fribourg. The delegates met in the Council Hall, which had kindly 
been placed at their disposal by the Fribourg authorities. 


Professor d'Espine, President of the Federation, made a speech introducing 
the discussion on the report. Describing the spiritual condition of the Swiss 
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people, the speaker said that the process of de-Christianisation had gone fur- 
ther than people thought, and was accompanied by a dangerous tendency to sink 

into an easy, comfortable life. All the Churches in Switzerland - both Protes- 
tant, Roman Catholic and Old Catholic ~ confirm the existence of this tendency. 


Work for Peace 


The delegates from Geneva informed the meeting of a resolution recently 
adopted by the Consistory in Geneva, drawing the attention of public opinion 
and of the authorities to the peril presented by atomic weapons and to the Chur- 
ches! duty to promote peace. The Churches should send a petition to the "Con- 
seil fédéral" (Swiss cabinet) and should ask the World Council of Churches to 
give practical effect to the principles which it had approved at Evanston (see 
E.P.S. No. 44, 1954). An outline of the question was given by Professor W.Kagi, 
of Zurich University, President of the Commission of the Churches on Interna- 
tional Affairs. "The atomic experiments still go on, and so does the piling up 
of atomic weapons. Switzerland has certainly done something, but not enough. 
The Church has not tackled the problem of peace as directly as it should have 
done." 


The delegates from Geneva agreed with the views expressed by Professor 
Kagi. They hoped that the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
would take up the question, and that the members of the churches would be duly 
informed about it. 


The discussion concluded with the decision to leave it to the Council of 
the Swiss Protestant Church Federation to pursue the study of the question, 
bearing in mind the opinions expressed during the discussion, although a special 
meeting might be convened later if it proved necessary to ask it for a mandate. 


Ecumenical Affairs 


Pastor d'Espine, the President of the Council, emphasized certain aspects 
of the ecumenical questions raised at the Evanston Assembly. 


The General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. Visser't Hooft, 
paid a tribute to Monsieur Alphonse Koechlin, who will shortly be giving up the 
ecumenical work which he has carried out with such wisdom and competence. Dr, 
Visser't Hooft congratulated the Swiss Churches on their efforts to carry out 
the decisions of the Evanston Assembly within the regional and local churches. 

EeP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Bishop Lil je Comments on a Message from the Pope 
(Hanover) - An article entitled "Konfessioneller Missgriff" (a Catholic mis- 


interpretation) has appeared in the Hamburg "Sonntagsblatt". In this article 
Dr. Lilje, Bishop of Hanover, discusses the Pope's message on the occasion of 
the Augsburg celebrations commemorating the victory over the Hungarians at the 
Battle of the Lech in 955. "While expressing our respect for the personality 

of the present Pope", says Bishop Lilje, "we are convinced that the Holy Father 
was extremely ill served by those who advised him, in his message, to describe 
the Religious Peace of Augsburg (1555) as 'the break-up of religious unity in 
Germany' and a catastrophe for Western Europe and its culture." 


"One must be careful in one's condemnation of the split between the con- 
fessions in Germany", explains Bishop Lilje. "Experience teaches that this is 
the favourite argument of the enemies of Christ. The prophets of the Third Reich 
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showed this most clearly of all. Again and again they attacked the confessional 
split in Germany, in order to draw the direct conclusion that the Christian 
faith as a whole was harmful for the German people. They made no difference be- 
tween one Church and another; they regarded both as equally reprehensible. And 
today if one of our contemporaries condemns the confessional split, in 90 cases 
out of 100 he does so for the same reason as the prophets of the Third Heich - 
in order to declare Christianity out-of-date." 


It is an incontestable fact, Bishop Lilje continues, "that the rivalry 
which has sprung from the proximity of two great Christian confessions in Germa- 
ny has in a deep sense been beneficial to both Churches. It may well be that 
in no country in the world is Catholicism more serious, deeper and theologically 
more profound than in Germany - owing to this very rivalry. And it is certainly 
equally true that through being constantly confronted with the great Homan 
Church, Protestantism as a whole is forced to take care of its own spiritual 
heritage and to live a Christian life." 


"The other danger of over-simplifying the situation", Bishop Lilje con- 
tinues, "seems to be even greater; the waves of secularism have swept over bcth 
Churches again and again. Not only is there a division between the Catholic and 
Protestant Churches; there also exist anti-Christian and non-Christian sut- 
stitute-religions of all kinds. Whatever may be the state of relations between 
the Christian Churches in their desire to affirm their will to unity, at any 
rate there are many things against which they must speak with one voice. Can 
they succeed in doing so, if the non-Catholic Christians are so summarily pushed 


aside?" E.P.S., Geneva 
TSRAEL Unveiling of a Statue of the Prophet Elijah 


A statue representing the Prophet Elijah has been unveiled on Mount Carmel 
by the Very heverend Father Anastasio, head of the Order of Carmelites, 


The statue stands near the Carmelite Convent on the site called "Muchraka", 
the highest point of the Carmel chain of hills. Legend says that it was on this 
spot that Elijah confronted the priests of Baal during the reign of King Ahab, 


about 860 B.C. E.P.S., Geneva 
FINLAND Lutherars Survey World Missions 


(Jarvenpaa) — Representatives of Lutheran World Missions assembled for the annual 
conference of the Commission on iJorld Missions of the Lutheran World Federation 
at the Laymen Institute of the Church of Finland at Jarvenpaa on July 20th, Ir 
all, 15 countries were represented including South and East Africa, India and 
Indonesia.The ExecutiveSecretary of the Lutheran orld Federation, Dr. Carl E, 
Lund-Quist, was present. 


Before the whole Commission opened its session a special South Africa Con- 
ference was held to deal with problems of the Southern part of the rapidly 
changing continent. The question of Lutheran Cooperation, and the problem whether 
one only or several lutheran Churches should be aimed at in South Africa, were dealt 
with among others in the South Africa Conference. 


No. 31 -— August 5, 1955 -§- 211 


Several topics concerned principles underlying world missions. The impor- 
tant question of Relations between Autonomous Churches and Foreign Helpers was 
introduced by Dr. Earl S. Erb from the United Lutherar. Church of America. A pa- 
per on the topic "The Spiritual Life of the Younger Churches" was read by Mis- 
sion Director Arvid Bafverfeldt from Sweden. The lecture on "The Eschatological 
Dimension of World Missions" by Prof. Dr. Heinrich Meyer of Hamburg received 
particular ciscussion. 


Another topic, "The Changing Missionary Situation in East Asia Today", had 
been reserved for a man from a Younger Church, Bishop—designate Dr. Rajah B. 
Wanikam from India. Dr. ianikam pointed out how false is the idea, rather com- 
mon in these days, that 'The doors are closing for missions in Asiz, let us 
turn to Africat., He admitted that the situation is changing rapidly in Asia, but 
he emphasized the fact that the task of World Mission does not change. Next da- 
nuary a great festival will take place at Tranquebar commemorating the arrival 
of the first Protestant Iutheran Missionaries in India 50 years ago. Dr. Manikan, 
who will be consecrated the first Indian lutheran Bishop on this occasion (see 
E.P.S. No. 23), mentioned that the jubilee will be used in the Federation of 
Evangelical Lutheran Churches in India to try to awaken new interest in Missions 
and to encourage the acceptance of new responsibilities. 


The war and post-war years, a rerort on the conference says, "have opened 
to the various Iutheran Churches in the world new and close cooperation in the 
Field of World Missions. The spirit of fellowship and unity on the foundation 


of common Confession has been strengthened." E.P.S., Geneva 
HUNGARY Eleven Churchmen to Receive Doctor's Degree from 


Budapest Academy 


(Budapest) - On the occasion of the centenary of the Bucapest Reformed Theolo— 
gical Academy on September 15th, eleven church leaders will be awarded Doctor 
of Divinity degrees. They include Methodist Bishop C. Bromley Oxnam of Washing- 
ton (USA); Dr. James E. Wagner of Philadelphia (USA), President of the Evange- 
lical and Reformed Church; Dr. John A. Mackay (USA), President of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance and of the Intemational Missionary Council; Dr. John 
Baillie (Scotland), a President of the World Council of Churches; Pastor Pierre 
Maury (Paris) of the French Reformed Church; Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof of Drieber- 
gen, Director of the Theological Academy of the Dutch Reformed Church; Prof. 
Dr. Karl Barth of Basel (Switzerland); Dr. D.T. Niles, Superintendent of the 
Methodist Church in Ceylon; Prof. Stefan dankow of Sofia (Bulgaria); Pastor Dr. 
Martin Niemdller (Germany), President of the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau; 
Dr. Otto Eissfeld, Professor of Old Testament theology at the University of 
Halle (East Germany), and Dr. Ethelbert Stauffer, Professor of New Testament 
theology at the University of Erlangen (Germany). E.P.S., Geneva 
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of the World Council for the development of Ecumenical Action and Study will 
appear next week. 
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W.C.C. Central Committee Meeting at Davos, Switzerland, 
August 1955 


(Davos) - The 90-member Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has 
been in session at Davos from August 2-9 (see E.P.S. No. 30). The Committee is 
the governing body of the Jorld Council between its Assemblies which are held 
every six years. The main themes of the Davos meetings were: "Various meanings 
of Christian unity and the unity which the World Council of Churches seeks to 
promote", and "Implications of Christian unity for Inter-Church Aid and for 
assistance to under-developed countries." 


Among important actions taken by the Davos conference were the answer of 
the World Council to the Moscow Patriarchate and a declaration on disarmament 
and peaceful change. The Central Committee opened its week-long sessions at Da- 
vos with the report of the World Council's General Secretary, Dr. WA. Visser't 
Hooft, on the work of the Council since its Second Assembly, held at Evanston 
(USA) in August 1954. 


The General Secretary heports 


The General Secretary said that the work of the World Council is relevant 
to the life of the churches "when it helps the churches to be more clearly aware 
of and to be actively concerned about the specific needs of men in our time and 
problems which arise in the rapidly changing international scene." 


"It is characteristic of our time that so many of the grave human problems 
which we face are created by forces which operate on a world-wide level and 
that these needs can only be met on that level," said Dr. Visser't Hooft. "Whe- 
ther we take the refugee problem or the problem of technical and industrial civi- 
lization on rural societies, or the repercussions of nuclear science on the 
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issue of peace, all of these and many more challenge the churches to think in 
world terms, to render a common witness, to act on the basis of a world-wide 
strategy." 


The question of whether the World Council is sufficiently sensitive to thes 
needs and the ways in which instruments of cooperation and action can be 
strengthened in the ecumenical movement must be answered, according to Dr. 
Visser't Hooft. 


Among the proposals the Central Committee has to deal with is "that most 
important approach to the deepest human need which we seek to make bn our com— 
mon study of the evangelistic task of the Church as we ask together how we may 
reach that undefinable creature: modern man outside the church oscillating be- 
tween complacent secularism and primitive idolatry," the report of Dr. Visser't 
Hooft said. 


The General Secretary emphasized that he did not assert that the World 
Council of Churches "has given or gives adequate answer to the crying needs of 
the masses who are without shepherd." But "if there is in our churches and in 
ourselves a sufficient concern, a deep enough sympathy, a reflection of that 
'philanthropia' which according to the New Testament is God's attitude to men, 
we have the means to give a real answer." 


Wie have the possibility to show that the Church is not set in the world 
for its own sake, but for the sake of God's plan to mankind," he concluded. 


The raison d'étre of each activity of the Council, Dr. Visser't Hooft 
affirmed, is surely "that by relating the churches to each other in a particu- 
lar field it enables the churches to be more fully obedient to their God-given 
mandate than they can be if they remain in isolation." I believe, the General 
Secretary said, "that this can be illustrated by an analysis of our present 
structure and function. To be the Church means 49 manifest the koinonia, the 
fellowship among men which is rooted in the communion with Christ." 


"There is a still deeper form of relevance", Dr. Visser't Hooft went on 
to say. "It has to do with the decisive question whether our movement gives a 
clear answer to the prayer which we repeat so often: 'Thy Will be done.!' We 
cannot take it for granted that this is so. It may be that we speak sometimes 
a little too easily about the ecumenical movement as the great historical fact 
of our time. For that impression seems to imply that it ts Clearly in’ Line} 
with the Will of God and His Design for the Church." 


The Report of the Executive Committee 


The report of the Executive Committee to the Central Committee began with 
a statement "In Memoriam Dr. John R. Mott", the late Honorary President of the 
World Council of Churches: 


"The first report of the new Executive Committee appointed by the Central 
Committee at Evanston is an expression of the great common sorrow at the passing 
away of John R.ilott and of deep gratitude to God for the unique service which 
he rendered to the ecumenical cause during his long 1ife. (see BE. Feo. Now5)eas 
The life of John R. Mott embraced all the concerns which in their togetherness 
keep the ecumenical movement alive: mission and evangelism, Christian unity, the 
witness of the Church in and to society and the world of nations, the motilising 
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of the laity and of the youth for the cause of Christ. In him we have lost a 
truly ‘catholic’ and ‘apostolic! soul..." 


The year which followed the Second Assembly of the ‘orld Council of Chur- 
ches at Evanston was a year of transition and a year of planning, the report 
goes on to say, because the Assembly adopted a new plan concerning the struc 
ture of the Council. 


"We can say that the new plan works out in a satisfactory manner, It ve 
especially important that each department is mow more closely related to other 
departments and to the work of the Council as a whole... On the other hand it 
must be admitted that it is a formidable undertaking to bring together every 
year departmental, divisional and other permanent committees whose aggregate 
membership, not including the Central Committee is 189 persons. We are most gra- 
teful that many churches have helped generously in facilitating the attendance 
of committee members belonging to them. But even so there remains a considerable 
Pinencial ‘proplems..:." * 


Reports at headquarters reveal an unpredecented volume of speaking and wri- 
ting during the past months concerning the Evanston Assembly. The Evanston re- 


ports have been published in several languages. 


"A first report of the reaction of member churches and national councils 
is encouraging. On the basis of information received so far it is to be antici-. 
pated that some response will be received from ahout sixty member churches. Here 
the report says:"We are glad to find that the work of the Assembly has heen fol- 
lowed very closely by many churches which do not hold membership in the World 
Council of Churches. It is especially gratifying that full reports on the Assem- 
bly have appeared in the church press of many of these churches. On the whole 
these reports have been markedly fair and objective and only in a few cases have 
our actions »een misrepresented. It is noteworthy that, as a result of this in- 
terest in our Assembly, in several churches the question of their possible parti- 
cipation in the World Council is now being widely discussed." 


According to the instructions given by the Assembly, the member churches 
have been requested to transmit the special Evanston Appeal to their governments 
(see E.P.S. No. 44/1954). The response to this request has heen encouraging. 

In a number of cases the transmission of the Appeal has become the occasion for 
personal meetings between church leaders and members of their governments in 
which the international situation was discussed in the light. of the Assembly's 
recommendations. In this connection mention should also te made of the fact that 
the Presidents of the World Council have issued a special Call to Prayer on the 
occasion of the meeting of Heads of Governments in Geneva on July Leto 55 (see 
Byeyo. No w27). 


Expanded Programme for Inter-Church Aid and 


Service to Refugees in Asia and Africa 


Human and spiritual need in Asia and Africa were brought into sharp focus 
at the meeting of the i/.C.C. Central Committee as the Division of Inter-—Church 
Aid and Servire to Refugees presented its world need and strategy programme for 
the coming year. 


"War, political developments, the severance of ties with the West and the 
loss of former resources have placed severe, and often crippling, burdens upon 
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many churches in Asia and Africa", Dr. Alphons Koechlin of Bale, Switzerland, 
retiring chairman of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to hefugees, 
said in presenting its report. 


"These hurdens upon churches in Asia and Africa are all the more serious 
since the churches are confronted with overwhelming spiritual and social tasks 
which grow out of the revolutionary changes taking place in their countries. 
What is called fur is inter-church aid on an ecumenical basis," the report sta- 
ted. 


"In July, 1404 refugees were moved to other countries - more than in any 
previous month for the past three years", Dr. Edgar H.6. Chandler, director of 
the Service to Refugees, reported. "There was also the largest upsurge of move- 
ments under the United States Refugee Relief Act of 1953. This figure was twice 
that of any previous month of 1955, but still not so good as it should be." 

Dr. Chandler expressed gratitude to the churches and government: of Australia, 
which is now the largest refugee reception area, with Canada a close second. 


The Service to Refugees programme of the World Council of Churches is still 
in an expanding situation with new emergencies and opportunities, Dr. Chandler 
said, in regard to refugees who are being integrated into countries where they 
are already living, and to "hard-core" cases. He cited also a request from the 
Japanese government for help from the \Jorld Council of Churches in resettling 
Japanese in Latin America. "People in desperate need turn to the churches", said 
Dr. Chandler. "Churches and governments are becoming more generous in responding 
to needs," 


Among steps proposed by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Fe- 
fugees, in cooperation with the International Missionary Council, are attention 
to inter-—church aid in relation to churches which do not have regular channels 
of support from other churches; awakening of churches everywhere to needs of 
churches outside their borders; coordinated relief on a fully ecumenical basis; 
concentration on certain critical areas of need. A further extension of the Ser- 
vice to Refugees programme in Asia and Africa is planned. The Division of Inter- 
Church Aid is cooperating with the Division of Studies, which is launching a 
special study on common Christian responsibility in areas of rapid social change. 


The response to the call for help from Asia and Africa "involves no aban-— 
donment of the concern for Inter-Church Aid in Europe or the Service to lefugees 
which have been with the Division from its very beginning", the statement from 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid declared, "Help to struggling churches in the 
accomplishment of their God-given mission, and finding of homes for the homeless 
remain an inescapable obligation." 


Dr. Robert C. Mackie, retiring Director of the Division, drew attention 
to the urgent continuing needs in Greece, Eastern Germany, Yugoslavia, and among 
minority churches in Latin countries. He appealed for help especially through 
the Ecumenical Loan Fund, saying that "the church in Eastern Germany is especial - 
ly on our hearts." 


He also spoke of the challenge of need in Asia and Africa to the orld 
Council of Churches. "Here is the specific task of the Christian churches. In 
Asia and in Africa the churches ask for support, not only in their own life, 
but as they face vast new problems which did not exist when they were founded. 
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The burders laid upon a Christian minority in the situation of our day are too 
heavy for any church to bear alone... The very existence of the World Council 
of Churches should contribute our answer to their need. There is a growing will 
among all the churches to bear one another's burden." 


Dr. Mackie referred to the "widening service" which has been asked of the 
Jorld Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees by fKoth 
the World Council and the International Missionary Council. "In the Near East, 
in Korea, in Kenya, in Indonesia, the Division is present through the coordi- 
nated relief action of the churches. The service of the churches to one another 
in Inter-Church Aid and to all who are in need of relief and rehabilitation must 
be held together." 


The way in which churches are being drawn together in common service was 
described by Dr. Mackie. "Churches in Asia and Africa stand ready to help one 
another. This is a fellowship of world-wide service... What we can do as chur- 
ches is very little in the face of the great mass of human need and suffering 
in Asia and Africa. But everything we do can have meaning in the light of God's 
purpose of good for all mankind." E.P.S., Geneva 


A Statement of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs on Disarmament and Peaceful Change 


(Davos) - The Central Committee of the i/orld Council of Churches, in session at 
Davos, Switzerland, unanimously adopted a Statement on Disarmament and Peaceful 
Change endorsed by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. The 
declaration reads as follows: 


The C.C.1.A. has consistently advanced the thesis that both moral and poli- 
tical factors must be taken into consideration as well as the mathematical and 
mechanical approach to the reduction of armaments. These factors apply to two 
indispensable and complementary processes: 


(1) The process whereby all armaments will be progressively reduced 
under adequate international inspection and control; and 


(2) The process of developing and securing international acceptance 
of methods for peaceful settlement and change to rectify existing 
injustices, particularly in situations where military conflict 
has arisen. 


Progress in these complementary approaches is dependent upon the extent to 
which mutual confidence has been attained. Every genuine agreement strengthens 
confidence and provides the basis for more significant agreements. Therefore, 
we are encouraged by the willingness of representatives of governments to talk 
together, and we urge that such exchanges be continued in order that mutual 
trust may be further developed and the area of agreement progressively expanded. 


Peaceful Use of Atomic Energy. 


The prospect of the benefits which can come to mankind from the discovery 
of atomic energy is dimmed by the fear that its military use may lead to cata- 
trophic destruction. As Christians we consider it the responsibility of all men 
to see to it that this power is used solely for positive and constructive pur- 
poses. 
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We therefore welcome the expressed desire of the United Nations General 
Assembly "to promote energetically the use of atomic energy to the end that it 
will serve only the peaceful pursuits of mankind..." ve support the proposal to 
establish an International Atomic Energy Agency, and believe that it should be 
constituted within the framework of the United Nations. We commend the decision 
to convene the International Conference on Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy to 
study "the development of atomic power and... consider other technical areas - 
such as biology, medicine, radiation, protection, and fundamental science - in 
which international cooperation might most effectively be accomplished." We are 
encouraged by the manifest concern and diligent participation of highly compe- 
tent scientists from many nations. 


The present effort to place the benefits of atomic energy at the service 
of mankind is little hampered by the necessity of controversial provisions for 
inspection and control, There is thus offered an opportunity for nations to work 
together constructively and to remove some of the suspicions which have hither- 
to divided them. 


Reduction of Armaments 


In face of difficulties that may at times seem insuperable, we urge unwa- 
vering effort to devise and put into effect, under adequate inspection and con-— 
trol, a system for the elimination and prohibition of atomic, hydrogen and all 
other weapons of mass destruction, as well as the reduction of all armaments to 
a minimum. At the same time we caution against over-simplified formulas which 
are pressed merely to secure propaganda advantage or superficial agreements. HRe- 
liance on such formulas could subsequently expose an unprepared world to greater 
danger. 


Two tasks appear especially urgent: - 


(1) To devise a system of inspection and control; 
(2) To find a starting point for the reduction of armaments. 


Any system of inspection and control must be technically adequate and poli- 
tically workable so as to provide warning for other nations if any nation vio- 
lates its treaty commitment. Since there is so much uncertainty as to what is 
scientifically necessary for reliable inspection and control, we suggest that 
the United Nations establish an intemational commission of scientists and tech- 
nicians to identify the essential scientific requirements for an adequate system. 
“embers of the Commission should be selected from a panel named by governments, 
but should serve in their individual capacity. Their findings would be indispen— 
sable to trustworthy and politically acceptable arrangements. They would also 
provide a basis for testing the readiness of governments to cooperate in the eli- 
mination and prohibition of all weapons of mass destruction under trustworthy 
international control, and in the reduction of all other armaments to a minimum. 


The starting point for reduction of armaments must be both equitable and 
mutually acceptable. The prospect of finding such a starting point for successive 
stages is becoming progressively brighter. At various times since the Disarmament 
Commission was established in 1951, we have called attention to the fact that 
member governments of the United Nations have committed themselves in the Charter 
to abstain from the threat or use of force for aggressive ends. The implicit com- 
mitment not to use atomic or hydrogen or any other weapons for aggressive pur- 
poses should be made explicit as a possible first step toward a trustworthy 
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system to control all weapons of mass destruction. 


As the nations proceed to devise an adequate system, they should meanwhile 
seek ways wherety they can cooperate voluntarily and whereby compliance of ail 
parties can he tested by day-to-day performance. These should include exchangs 
of military information and various types of inspection. Tensions could thus be 
further relaxed, the threat of military action eased, and the way be paved for 
the kind of inspection and control which will ultimately offer the greatest se- 
curity to all peoples. 3 


Peaceful change and peaceful settlement 


If any disarmament plan is to be successful, the ezfort to remove the occta- 
sion or purported justification for military action must keep pace with it. So 
far as possible, injustices should be prevented from arising and, if they do 
occur, measures should be promptly taken to rectify them. This is, in the first 
instance, the responsibility of national governments in all their territory. It 
is also the responsibility of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies, 
and of Regional Urganizations. 


When situations involving real or alleged injustices create tensions or 
disputes between nations, every effort should be made to reach agreement on neces-— 
sary changes by peaceful means which include accurate analysis, negotiation, ar- 
bitration, and the like. Such preventive and constructive measures are of highest 
importance, 


In the past military action has been initiated to remedy real or alleged 
injustices, or to pursue aggressive or subversive ends, and we cannot ignore the 
possibility that similar situations will appear. The international community, 
through the United Nations, should be prepared to cope with any such emergency 
and should seek international acceptance of measures which will both prevent the 
enlargement of any conflict and help to rectify such existing injustices as may 
have given rise to it. 


We suggest for consideration a series of steps which by previous special 
agreement of member governments should be taken when conflict breaks out any- 
where in the world. Decision on each step should be reached by an agreed majo- 
rity without the right of veto by any Government. We do not here deal with tech- 
nical details, nor do we specify the agency in which authority should be vested. 
Fully aware of difficulties in winning international acceptance for such a pro- 
cedure, our primary purpose is to stimulate governments to develop methods which 
will better assure peaceful settlement in the common interest of mankind when 
international institutions must be more effectively utilised or new institutions 
established. 


1. Upon request by a government in accordance with the provisions of 
the Charter, decision should be reached whether or not to consider 
a reportedly critical situation. 


2, If the situation is considered, its critical aspects should be de- 
termined on the basis of the danger of international involvement. 


3. If the conclusion is reached that such danger of international in- 
volvement exists a cease-fire should promptly be recommended. 


4, A unit of the Peace Observation Commission should immediately be sent 
to see to it that the terms of the cease-fire are complied with. 
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5. An impartial agency should identify causes for the conflict and 
ascertain possible approaches for rectifying existing injustices. 


6. The findings of such inquiry should be submitted to the government 
or governments directly concerned, and, if necessary, thereafter 
to the International Court of Justice for legal decision or advi- 
sory Opinion, and to other appropriate organs of the United Nations 
for recommendation or necessary action. 


We have emphasized the importance of the complementary processes for the 
reduction of armaments under international inspection and control and for the 
development of internationally accepted methods for peaceful settlement or peace- 
ful change to rectify existing injustices. Such a two-fold approach will give 
necessary weight to the moral and pclitical factors which are essential ingre- 
dients of peace with justice and freedom. B.P.S., Geneva 


The World Council of Churches Answers the Moscow 
Patriarchate 


(Davos) - During its meeting at Davos, Switzerland, the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches unanimously approved the text of a reply to the letter 
addressed to the :/orld Council in February 1955 by the Patriarch of Moscow and 
all the Russias (see E.P.S. No. 16). The Patriarch's letter had been written in 
response to the Appeal of the Second Assembly of the Yorld Council held in Evans- 
ton in August 1954 (see E.P.S. No. 44/1954). 


The authorized text of the Central Committee's reply is here reproduced in 
full: 


"To the Most Holy Patriarch of Moscow and all the Russias 
and the Holy Synod of the fussian Crthodox Church 


"ve have received with great pleasure and interest the letter dated Febru- 
ary 21, 1955, in which, on behalf of your Holiness and the Holy Synod of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church, the receipt of certain documents of the Second Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches in Evanston is acknowledged, and thought—provoking 
comments are made on some of them. The contents of your reply have been made 
known to the member Churches of the World Council throughout ths world, They have 
been read by Christian people of many confessions and nationalities. Our first 
duty is to thank you for this letter, and to add immediately that it is our ear- 
nest hope and desire that this exchange of letters may be the beginning of a new 
process of interchange of Christian convictions and experiences hetween us. 


"Your letter was naturally concerned particularly with the question of the 
contribution of Christians to world peace, which was the subject of the Evanston 
Appeal. we hope that you will agree that it would now be profitable to give our 
conversation a wider range, and that we should concentrate on the deeper aspects 
of cooperation between Churches as Churches and on fundamental issues of Chris- 
tian faith and conscience, and cn. this foundation turn again to questions of the 
actions of Christians in the world. 


"One of our deepest experiences in the ‘orld Council of Churches has been the 
discovery of new ways in which the one God and Saviour of us all has enabled us 
to share the diversities of gifts which He has given us through His Holy Spirit. 
We believe, with St. Paul, that "to each one is given the manifestation of the 
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Spirit for the common good", and that "all these are inspired by one and the same 
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as He wills". (I Cor. 12:4-11) 


‘Our supreme aim in the Reumenical “ovement is obedience to our Lord's com- 
mand: continue ye in my love (John 15:9). It is in this fellowship of cb2dience 
that we seek to serve the purpose of Christ who prayed that they may all be one... 
that the world may know that Thou has sent me (John 17:23). We thankfully acknow-— 
ledge that in the world Council of Churches and the whole Ecumenical Movement, 
through personal contact, conference and consultation between members of many 
different churches and confessions in all ccntinents and of all races, and through 
many forms of cooperation and united action, we do indeed experience the first 
fruits of this unifying gift of the one Spirit. "Por by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free: and were — 
all made to drink of one Spirit". (I Cor. ner 3y. 


"We value the contributions made to the Eeumenical Movement by Churches of 
all confessions; but we would particularly acknowledge at this time the value of 
the gifts of grace which have been communicated to us all through the partici- 
pation in the Ecumenical Mlovement from the beginning of the Holy Orthodox Chur- 
ches, and their membership in the Jorld Council of Churches, and we most sincere- 
ly and ardently express the hope that there may be such full and free relation- 
ships between the member Churches of the World Council, and the Holy Urthodox 
Church of Russia and other Christian Churches in the U.S.S.R., that we with you 
may be strengthened in one another, each of us by the other's faith. (Romans I:II). 


We are sending herewith a copy of the full report of the Evanston Assembly. 
This contains reports of the results of our thinking together on "Cur Cneness in 
Christ and our Disunity as Churches","The \lission of the Church to those cutside 
her Life", "The Responsible Society in a World Perspective", "Christians in the 
Struggle for World Community", "The Church amid Racial and Ethnic Tensions" and 
"The Christian and his Vocation". These reports are the fruit not only of the 
work which was actually done at the Second Assembly, but also of many years of 
study and consultation in which representatives of many different Christian tra- 
ditions have taken part. The Evanston Report also contains full information 
about all the other varied activities of the orld Gouncil of Churches, in which 
the member Churches throughout the world cooperate with one another in ovedience 
to their understanding of God's ili for the action of His Church in the modern 
world. We telieve that there are many fields of united Christian study and action 
described in this Report in which you may be interested, and we await with in- 
terest the results of the study which you have promised to make of them. 


We turn now to the subject to Christian action for peace. Since the meetings 
of the Second Assembly at Evanston there have been many changes in the field of 
international relations. As Christians we welcome the change of atmosphere in the 
last twelve months. We believe that you would be interested te know that the Ap- 
peal from the Evanston Assembly on the subject of peace and justice has been 
brought to the attention of many governments by the member Churches. The Churches 
themselves have responded to the appeal to them to join in prayer for the peace 
of the world. In relation to the Geneva Conference of Heads of Governments, the 
World Council of Churches issued a "Call to Prayer" to all member Churches, and 
in most parts of the world special prayers were offered for the satisfactory 
outcome of this Conference. An ecumenical service of intercession was held in 
the Cathedral of St. Pierre at Geneva at the very time when the Conference was 
holding its first session. A letter personnily addressed to the Heads of the 
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four Governments reflected the interest and concern of the Churches, and expres- 
sed the hope o1 all Christian people that texsions should be further relaxec, 
the bases for mutual confidence developed and the framework for a new anc con- 
structive anproach to critical issues estahlished. The World Council of Chur- 
ches will follow with special interest the carrying out by the Foreign Ministers 
of the work with which they have been charged by the Heads of Governments. 


"The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, which is now mee— 
ting in Davos has unanimously adopted a statement on "Disarmament and peaceful 
change", to which it attaches great importance. This emphasizes the interrela- 
tionship between the peaceful use of atomic energy, the reduction of armaments 
under trustworthy safeguards, and peaceful change or settlement to rectify exis- 
ting injustices. Wie attach a copy of the Statement. Ye call special attention 
to the paragraph which says that "in face of difficulties what may at times seem 
insuperable, we urge unwavering effort to devise and put into effect, under ade- 
quate inspection and control, a system for the elimination and prohibition of 
atomic, hydrogen and all other weapons of mass destruction, as well as the re- 
duction of all armaments to a minimum. At the same time we caution against over- 
simplified formulas which are pressed merely to secure propaganda advantage or 
superficial agreements, Reliance on such formulas could subsequently expose an 
unprepared world to greater danger." 


"In this meeting of the Central Committee of the Jorld Council of Churches 
we have carried forward work on many aspects of the programme adopted at Evans- 
ton, and we have given particular attention to the progress of our work in coun- 
tries and areas where standards of living are low and economic needs are parti- 
cularly great. In all this work for peace and in relation to the social and po- 
litical life of the nations, we have constantly in mind, on the one hand, the 
importance of bearing our Christian witness in all fields of human life, and, on 
the other hand, our responsibility for maintaining the essential independence of 
the World Council of Churches. . 


"We hope that we have said enough to indicate how important a place Christian 
work for peace, justice and freedom has in the prayers, thinking and other acti- 
vities of the member Churches of the World Council. The orld Council has en- 
trusted particular tasks in this field to the Commission of the Churches for In- 
ternational Affairs. We do not feel that the reasons which have prevented us from 
cooperating in the Jorld Peace Council have lost their force; but we hope that 
conversations between us will lead to a better understanding of one another's 
positions. 


"In view of our conception of man and his relations to God, we recognize 
that religious liberty (to which you also refer in your letter) is the funda- 
mental freedom. we express our grave concern that in various countries religious 
freedom is restricted and men are at times persecuted because of their faith. 
The standard of religious liberty which we strive to see realized everywhere is 
that everyone should be free, either alone or in community with others, and in 
public or private, to manifest his faith in worship, teaching, practice and ot- 
servance, On this matter also we feel that frank conversation is necessary. 


"Wie have heen pleased to hear reports of visits which have been made by indi- 
vidual Christians and representative churchmen to the Holy Orthodox Church of 
Russia and to other Churches in the U.S.S.R.; and of the visits made by represen— 
tatives of the Russian Churches to Churches in other countries. /e hope that such 
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visits may be exchanged with increasing frequency as a first step towards active 
Christian cooperation in many fields. We would ourselves welcome personal meetings 
between representatives of the Holy Orthodox Church of Fussia and representatives 
of the World Council of Churches, and we are ready to discuss practical arrange- 
ments for such meetings. 


"Finally, we would thank you again for your letter, for your interest in the 
work of the World Council of Churches, and for your prayers. \e pray that the 
way may be opened for the fuller exchange of spiritual gifts unto the building 
up of the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:4-16), and we pray for God's guidance and 
direction of the ministry of the Holy Orthodox Church of Russia. 


In brotherly love in Christ, 


(signed) Bishop Otto Dibelius 
wWlember of the Praesidium of the 
World Council of Churches, 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, Chairman, 
Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft, General Secretary, 


on behalf of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches." 
E ° P.. 5 Lan) Geneva 


Dr. Visser't Hooft on "The Unity which the World Council 
of Churches Seeks" 


(Davos) — In opening up the theme "Various Meanings of Christian Unity and the 
Unity which the orld Council of Churches Seeks to Promote", Dr. W.A. Visser't 
Hooft, who is General Secretary of the World Council, emphasized that he spoke in 
personal capacity to the Council's Central Committee at Davos. 


"Membership in the World Council does not imply the acceptance of a specific 
doctrine concerning the nature of church unity", Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft told the 
meeting in his speech. But, he said, "we must make certain that churches with very 
different concepts of unity all feel at home in the Vorld Council, and no church 
must feel any pressure to adopt a view of church unity which is contrary to its 
doctrinal stand." There are many concepts of church unity, he added, based both 
in the form of worship, the concept of the Church and in differing theologies. 
And all these differences are often accentuated by differences in terminology -- 
the same words often mean different things in different churches. He pointed out 
that expressions such as "corporate union", "organic unity" and "federation" do 
not carry the same connotation in all churches and countries. 


"Tt is not merely", the General Secretary affirmed, "that by its very con- 
stitution the World Council is forbidden to bring any pressure upon any church; 
it is not merely that it is not within the competence of the Council to formulate 
schemes or to negotiate unions between churches. It goes deeper than that. It 
belongs to the very nature of the ecumenical encounter which the Council seeks 
to promote that it holds the door open for every church which, accepting the basis 
of the World Council, is willing to consider with other Churches, how the unity 
of the Church of Christ may be realized." 
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Summarizing the various statements concerning unity which have appeared in 
official World Council documents, Dr. Visser't Hooft cautioned against several 
possible "misinterpretations". In other words, Dr. Visser't Hooft said, "the repre- 
sentativeness of the World Council utterances depends most of all on the degree 
of acceptance they have actually found in the member churches. ‘Je find here an 
interesting analogy with the notion of 'sohornost! which plays such a great role 
in Russian Orthodox theology and according to which it is by the response of the 
whole Church rather than any organ of the Church that tzouth is validated." 

B.P.o., Geneva 


Four Ecumenical Pioneers Leave the 
World Council 


(Davos) - In a special paragreph of its report to the Central Committee the Execu- 
tive Committee announces that Dr. Alphons Koechlin (Switzerland) who has been a 
central figure in the life of the ecumenical movement ever since the Life and Jork 
Conference at Stockholm of 1925 has decided to resign as chairman of the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Fefrgees. "We desire to express our very deep 
gratitude to him for the strong leadership which he has given to this division 
since its early days. The Conference of the Churches in our inter=church aid work 
4s in no small measure due to the fact that the chairmanship of its committee has 
been in such very competent hands." 


The time has also come to say good-bye to three men who have held key posi- 
tions in the staff of the World Council and have held these for a long time, 
namely Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, Director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Dr. 
Nils Ehrenstrom, Director of the Study Department, and Dr. Robert C. Mackie, Di- 
rector of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. All three have 
been pioneers and builders of the World Council of Churches. H.P.S., Geneva 


Two New Member. Churches for the World Council of Churches 


(Davos) — Two applications for membership in the World Council of Churches were 
submitted to the Council's Central Committee, which held its major conference 
after the Evanston Assembly of 1954 at Davos, Switzerland, from August 2-9. 


The Central Committee approved the application for membership of the Evange- - 
lical Lutheran Church of Silesia in the Czechoslovak Republic (of the Augsburg 
Confession, with membership of about 50,000) and authorized transmission of this 
approval when the church confirms that it accepts the basis of the World Council 
of Churches. The second largest Negro Baptist Church in America, the National 
Baptist Convention of America (unincorporated) with a membership of 2,600,000 was 
admitted to membership. 


The two new churches will bring to 167 the number of Protestant, Anglican, 
ani Crthodox communions represented in the Council. i. P.S., Geneva 


Glimpses from Davos 


On the occasion of the celebration of the Swiss National Day on ist August, 
members of the Central Committee of the :/orld Council of Churches joined citizens 
of Davos in commemorating the oath of fidelity taken in the 13th century by the 
three comrades (the Hitli) who are counted as the founders of Swiss union. 
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In an official speech, Professor H. Thurer appealed to his fellow-Swiss to 
maintain a living faith in the God who is owned by the Swiss constitution. He 
welcomed representatives of the ecumenical movement. 


Afterwards the ceremony closed with traditional songs.Fires were lighted 
on the hills. 


x * 


An ecumenical service was held in the crowded Church of St. John at Davos 
on Sunday August 7. Vorship in German, English and French included sermons deli- 
vered by Bishop Knox Sherrill (Protestant Episcopal, USA) and Bishop Otto Dibelius 
of Berlin (President of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Cermany). Both 
preachers are members of the presidium of the World Council of Churches. 


we 


During the meeting of the Central Committee the authorities of Canton, Church 
and municipality in the district arranged an excursion and reception. \iembers 
of the Committee visited the iJeissflujoch at the summit of the famous Parsenn 
railway and were afterwards officially welcomed and entertained in the historic 
Council Chamber of Davos. : B.P.S., Geneva 


W.C.C. Central Committee to Meet in Hungary Next Year 


(Davos) - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has accepted 
an invitation of the Hungarian churches and voted to hold its next mee*ing duly 
28 to August 5, 1956, in or near Budapest. 


Bishop John Peter (Reformed Church of Hungary) speaking on behalf of the 
Protestant churches of Hungary which tendered the invitation said that its accep- 
tance was a powerful demonstration of the unity of the World Council of Churches 
and of the unity of Christian churches in spite of all divisions. He spoke of the 
contributions of the churches to the easing of international tensions, 

BeP.5o., Geneva 


Service of Intercession for the Geneva Conference on 
Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy 


(Geneva) - ‘Mankind needs to atone for the terrible cruelties of the past tienty 
years hy acts of special beneficence involving sacrifice, the Bishop of Chichester, 
the Rev. George K.A. Bell, Honorary President of the World Council of Churches, 
said at the special service of intercession for the Geneva United Nations Con- 
ference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic "nergy. The sermon was preached at the 
service sponsored by the World Council of Churches and the National Church of 
Geneva at the Cathedral of St. Pierre in Geneva on August 9 (seg: B. P.Ss No, 31), 


"For the United Nations, as the originator of this international conference, 
to secure the supply of power for peaceful purposes on an adequate scale for the 
countries which are least developed and need power most, would be making atone- 
ment,'' the Bishop of Chichester said. 


International cooperation for peaceful uses and the extent to which the deve- 
lopment of atomic energy will have an unselfish character are two majozr points 
thoughtful people of the world are watching, according to the Bishop. 
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"Atomic energy used only for peaceful purposes is no magic cure for human 
{lls", the speaker cautioned. "Up to now its far-reaching consequences for the 
whole social order have received altogether too little study. Ministers of re- 
ligion in particular have a special duty to consider the immense complications 
which the discovery of atomic energy brings to the existence of their pastoral 
responsibilities. It is not true to say quite simply that there lies before us, 
if we choose, ‘continual progress in happiness, knowledge,and wisdom’. We must 
choose life indeed, not death. And we ought to do anything we can to forget our 
quarrels... We are in God's hands. It is not we but He who is the Master of the 
Universe." 


The Bishop of Chichester said that the raw materials for atomic energy are 
already a matter of extreme competition between nations. "Unless international 
cooperation takes the place of competition, the push to employ the new power even 
for peaceful uses can produce intolerable tensions." 


International cooperation to be effective involves an international agency 
for control, he said. The task of working out systematically the form and autho- 
rity of this agency to limit control or production to the minimum necessary 
"while allowing for the wide use of the new power outside the realms of danger" 
is one for scientists and technicians. 


NIf the agency is to minimize rivalry between nations in the dangerous 
aspects of atomic development, it must be in a position to control world supplies 
of those raw materials, notably uranium, which are indispensable to the produc- 
tion of fissionable material on a scale large enough to make explosives or powere.. 
If such an agency existed in an effective form, the risk of using atomic energy 
would be reduced to a minimum", he said. 


"The preservation of secret data for the time being is no doubt essential 
to security, but let us hope that the day will soon come when there will no 
longer be secrets about atomic energy. For here lies the firmest basis of secu- 
rity: in the long term there can be no international control and no international 
cooperation which does not presuppose an international community of knowledge." 
B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Baptists Urge Cooperation with other Christians 
(London) - Greater cooperation of Baptists with Christians of other denominations 


was urged in a resolution adopted hy the Baptist World Alliance at its golden 
jubilee congress in London (see EPS Nos. 27,30). 


The resolution stated: "As Baptists we recognize we have had, and continue 
to have, a distinctive witness to the world and to the Church, yet we believe 
this ought not to keep us from full realization that we are part of Christ's body 
and therefore one with all who are in fellowship with Him as Lord and Saviour." 


The congress, at its final session, numbered more than 8,500 delegates "re- 
presenting Baptist communities in every continent and over 60 lands." Represen- 
tatives care from Japan and Korea, as well as from various other parts of Asia 
and Africa; there were nine delegates from the Soviet. Union and two from Yugos-— 
lavia. 


According to Ernest A. Payne, writing in the "British Weekly", the Congress 
“was primarily an inspirational gathering, but a number of important resolutions 
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were passed, and passed unanimously. These dealt with religious liberty, peace 
and personal evangelism. Certain significant changes were made in the consti- 
tution of the Alliance, the effect of which will be to make the Hxecutive more 
fully representative of the world Baptist community." 


Dr. Theodore F. Adams, of Richmond, Virginia (USA), was elected new Pre- 
sident of the Baptist World Alliance, E.P.S.e, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM International Conference on Christian Drama | 


(Oxford) — Under the auspices of the Religious Drama Society of Great Britain, 
-an international conference on Christian drama was recently held at Oxford. 1t 
was attended by 50 delegates from fourteen countries, among others by T.5-PLLiOte 
They discussed the possibility of a renaissance of Christian drama as a contem— 
porary means of evangelism. 


At the final session, at which the Bishop of Chichester was in the chair, 
it was decided to promote collaboration in the international sphere. A perma— 
nent "International Committee for Christian Drama" was established. It will 
function under the patronage of Dr. G.K.A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester. Dr.Bell 
urged the delegates to be sensitive about the quality of plays performed in 
churches. "Once it is known that the Church is demanding plays and takes only 
the best, the standard will improve," he added. "The drama and religion are not 
yet married tut they are not so afraid of one another as they used to be. There 


is a shy process of walking out." E.P.S., Geneva 
FORMOSA A Constructive Church Meeting 


(Taipei) - A follow-up conference from "The Bast Asia Christian Family Life Se- 
minar", held in Manila last November, took place in Taipei, Formosa, in June. 
Several denominational groups active in Formosa, including Baptists, Lutherans, 
Wethodists and Mission Covenant groups, took part, together with the Presby- 
terians who have been nearly a century in the island and formed the largest 
group of representatives of the island's Christian population. In all there were 
180 delegates, of whom two-thirds were women. 


Three discussion groups took up the following topics: The Family and the 
Church; the development of the mental and the spiritual in family life; Marriage 
counselling. A special lecturer was Dr, Tsung-yi Lin, professor of psychiatry 
at the Taiwan University, a lay leader in the Church and Formosa representative 
in the Bast Asia Christian Family Life study programme. The day-long conference 
was the first of its kind in Formosa. The Chinese Mandarin and Chinese Amoy 
languages were both used by participants in discussion. E.P.Se, Geneva 
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W.C.C,. Divisions and Departments Report to the 
Central Committee 


(Davos) - Further to the reports which the Ecumenical Press Service published 
in last week's issue (No. 32) on the work and findings of the Davos meeting of 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (August 2-9), we present 
on the following pages some characteristic passages from various reports deli- 
vered by divisions and departments of the World Council. 


Strengthened Cooperative Relationships Between W.C.C. and I.M.C. 


"Over half of the World Council programme is now being carried forward in 
functional cooperation with the International Missionary Council, its sister 
ecumenical body", Dr. Henry Pitney Van Dusen, Chairman of the Joint Committee 
of the two world-wide organizations, told members of the World Council confer- 
ring in Davos. This "Joint Committee" keeps under review the projects in which 
the two bodies are working together and suggests new ways of cooperation. 


One of the most important of these is in the field of emergency relief and 
service to refugees. This emergency programme was at first set up by the World 
Council through its Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, but 
this Division now acts in many areas on behalf of both the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. 


The Joint Committee agreed, according to Dr. Van Dusen, that the World 
Council Division, "through the nature of the needs to be met and the Christian 
obligation which they impose, must move beyond emergency relief into long-range 
activities closely touching the work of missions." The work of the Inter-Church 
Aid Division of the World Council will therefore be broadened in such areas as 
Asia and Africa, where, in view of rapidly changing conditions, it is no longer 
possible to define emergency aid and long-term mission projects. 


SUED nN FLEA SNE SE 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep tts readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's ifemts. 
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This year, for the first time, a full-time Secretary, Dr. Norman Goodall, 
has been appointed, with office in London, to carry forward the responsibilities 
of the Joint Committee. 


The answer is, according to the Joint Committee's report, for the WCC and 
the IMC to continue and strengthen their association and the programmes which 
they carry on in cooperation with each other. 


Another way in which the two bodies are operating together is through the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. The World Council Division 
of Ecumenical Studies, as set up by the WCC at Evanston, was also constituted to 
serve both the WCC and the IMC. Dr. Bobert S. Bilheimer, Associate General Secre- 
tary with responsibility for the Division of Ecumenical Studies, says, "It be- 
comes increasingly evident, as the work of the Study Division takes shape, that 
the Church's call to mission and her call to unity cannot be kept in separate 
compartments." 


Another type of cooperation between the IMC and the WCC has been represen- 
ted in the person of Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, who has served both Wwec and IMC 
jointly, as a travelling secretary in the Far East. A Christian Family Confererme 
in the Philippines, problems of missionary visas for India, conferences with 
Christian Council leaders in Indonesia and Malaya, an audio-visual conference 
in Thailand, questions of religious liberty in the schools of Ceylon, Hong Kong 
relief needs - these are a few of the matters with which the Asia Secretary's 
report shows he has been concerned during the past years. 


Besides the projects in which they are jointly concerned, the report of the 
"Joint Committee" disclosed on-going discussion and planning as to creating bet- 
ter relations with Evangelical groups who, though friendly, have not yet found 
their way into the ecumenical movement. They are likewise jointly interested in 
relations to the world confessional bodies - for instance the Lutheran ‘orld 
Federation - which also extend across international boundaries, and which often 
reach groups beyond the membership of the WCC and the IMC, 


Preliminary plans were also revealed for the establishment of centres in 
Asia and the Near East where a serious study of the non-Christian religions (the 
Buddhist, Hindu or Islamic faiths) will be made, in order thav missions may 
better understand the cultural baskground against which they are working. 


The Division of Studies reports 


The broad mandate of the Division of Studies was given by the Evanston As- 
sembly 1954. As newly created by the Assembly, the Division includes the Depart- 
ment on Faith and Order and the Department of Missionary Studies, in addition to 
the Departments on Church and Society and Evangelism. Historic elements in the 
ecumenical movement were thus brought together, so far as study work is concer- 
ned, for the first time. In addition, the Division of Studies as a whole is a 
joint Division with the International Missionary Council, in that both the I.M.C. 
and the W.C.C. recognize it as their own. It will thus be seen, as indeed it was 
explicitly stated by the Assembly, that a second chief task of the Division is 
that of coordination. This is not merely an administrative task of considerable 
proportions, especially as regards avoiding overlapping in the outreach of the 
Division as it pursues its studies; it is primarily a substantive matter, calling 
for the discernment of the relationship between the content of the studies, at 
once the discovery of their unity and the maintenance of their separate and 
distinctive contributions. 


No. 33 -— August 19, 1955 -3- 228 


The Evanston Assembly gave two broad tasks to the Division as such: the 
follow-up of the Assembly, by promoting study of the reports in the member chur- 
ches, and the development of long range study projects as proposed by the Divi- 
sion end endorsed by the Central Committee. 


The Division of Study proposed in the light of the ecumenical and theologi- 
cal situation to-day: 


"1, Biblical Study - an ecumenical study and discussion on the biblical 
meaning of the Lordship of Christ, possible title for the study being 
'The World and the Church under the Lordship of Christ's 


2. Christians and the Prevention of War in an Atomic Age - a theological 
discussion; 


3, Inquiry on the Training of the Ministry." 


Common Christian Responsibilities in Church and Society 


"Two-thirds of the peoples of the world are involved in a struggle for 
better economic conditions and for new foundations of society conducive to human 
dignity. Their problems and difficulties must be seen as world problems, and 
Christians must show that they are concerned about man and his needs wherever 
he lives." 


This was the basis of the report of the Department of Church and Society, 
presented to the Central Committee of the orld Council of Churches. The Coun- 
cil's Executive Committee, and a working committee of the Department, had both 
presented reports seconding the idea, originally approved by the Evanston Assem- 
bly of the World Council, that a high priority be given to this specific concern 
("The common Christian repponsibility towards areas of rapid social change") of 
the Council. 


The focal point of the proposed study will be the idea of "responsible eman- 
cipation", This will be studied with reference to "responsible citizenship", 
"village and rural life", "problems of urbanization", and "the impact of foreign 
enterprise and international assistance." 


The study is expected to extend over a three-year period and regional study 
commissions from the Council's 167 member communions on every continent will par- 
ticipate in it. 


"The churches and the ecumenical movement have become increasingly aware in 
recent years of the social implications of their faith and have stated on nume- 
rous occasions their concern for a responsible society in a world perspective. 
Through the missions, through programmes of inter-church aid, and work for inter- 
national assistance and peace, the ecumenical movement has sought to give prac- 
tical expression to this concern. There is, ‘iowever, today, a further need for 
interpreting Christian concern in relation to particular social ideas and prob- 
lems. Therefore the World Council is launching this study of the common Christian 
responsibility toward areas of rapid social change." 


Announcement was made of regional ecumenical study conferences on prob- 
lems of "Church and Society" to be held in Brazil (November 1955) and in India 
(January 1956). 


2 ——EE—————— 
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Plans were also presented for a five-day conference on "Progress and Secu- 
rity" to be held during the summer of 1956. This conference will be attended by 
about sixty persons "from highly sndustrialized countries, representing business, 
trade unions and other economic and social groups." 


A joint study on Christianity and the non-Christian religions will be under- 
taken by the Departments on Missionary Studies and Evangelism. Groundwork was laid 
for this in a consultative group which studied the question prior to the Davos 
meeting. The Department of Evangelism also expressed its concern over the need 
for an adequately stated theology of Evangelism. Materials are also in prepa- 
ration, as a basis for future discussion, on "The Healing Ministry of the Church", 
and "Changes in the Life and Structure of the Churches! which are necessary for 
faithful evangelism. 


Faith and Order 


The Secretary for the Commission on Faith and Order, Dr. Robert Nelson, 
called the attention of the Central Committee to the importance of having within 
the Council's impressive array of cooperative endeavour "one group which, with 
singular attentiveness, concentrates on the numerous problems created by our 
confessional, institutional estrangements one from another." He reported that 
eight theological commissions, with membership in 17 countries, are studying 
such questions as: 


What is the nature of the Church in the light of the doctrines of Christ 
and the Holy Spirit? 


How, in the diversity of ways and meaning of worship can we help one another 
more truly to adore God, and to find our unity in such adoration? 


What are the single tradition and common history of all: churches and how do 
our separate traditions and histories perpetuate divisions? 


How can we of the WCC deal with the distressing and elusive problem of 
proselytism? 


How is our inevitable and seemingly inextricable involvement in ecclesiasti- 
cal institutions, with all the temptations of bureaucracy and denominational 
aggrandizement, militating against the manifestation of the oneness of the Church 
of Him whom men crucified in order to defend their institutions? 


These five questions will constitute the major thrust of Faith and Order for 
the coming five years. 


The Division of Ecumenical Action Reports 
Cooperation of Men and Women in the Church 


The question of how men and women do and should cooperate in the Church and 
in society, provoked a lively discussion in the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. The report on this subject was unanimously accepted by the 
Central Committee and was "commended to the member churches for their study and 
comment." 


The report cited a broader biblical basis for its work than had usually been 
quoted in this connection. "God created men and women and put them together under 
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his blessing and his order," the report said. "Christ came to save men and women 
and called them together to his discipleship. The Holy Spirit was given to men 
and women as members of tne new community to witness together for the sake of 
Christ in the world." 


"It has already been found," said the report, "that when men and women co~ 
operate in ecumenical discussion, some of the well-known dangers of abstract 
and impersonal thinking can be avoided, and more vital encounters be achieved 
between practital and devotional life and theological discussion." 


That "the wholeness of the Church" can be achieved only when every member 
of the Church - men and women, old and young, laity and clergy - makes his or 
her full contribution to the Church's life and work and witness, was the keynote 
of the report of the new Division of Ecumenical Action, of which the Department 
on the Cooperation of Men and omen in Church and Society is a part. Colonel 
Francis Miller of the United States, the Division's Chairman, presented the re- 
port of the Division, which also coordinates the Youth Department, the Depart-— 
ment on ‘ork for the Laity, and the work of the Ecumenical Institute at the Cha- 
teau de Rossey near Geneva. 


The Flace and Work of the Laity 


The report from the Department on i/ork for the Laity defined its focus as 
"a concern for the place and work of lay men and lay women in the light of the 
theological interpretation and practical implications of the Church's responsi- 
bility in and for the world." 


The Department will give its major attention to four activities: 


"to promote thought and action about this chief concern among the churches 
and lay movements... 


"to provide a contact service among laity centres, movements and organi- 
zations... 


"to provide a selective, critical up eae service about the develop- 
ment of lay activities in different countries. 


"to give particular attention to laity work in new areas (Latin countries, 
Asia, Africa, etc.) and to small pioneering groups which foster the Depart- 
ment's concern." 


The report of the Division made it clear that both the Department on work 
for the Laity and the Department on the Cooperation of en and Women in Church 
and Society are concerned with both men and women. The two departments are dis- 
tinct "because they have a concern for two different aspects of the Church's 
renewal." . 


The Younger Generation and the World Council 


The Youth Department reported what it described as "a tragic fact" - the 
large number of young people, many of them brought up in the Church, who leave 
the Church after confirmation. Most of the churches with which the Youth Depart— 
ment has been in contact, the report said, have been deeply concerned about this 
matter. "Enquiries have been made, experiments have been attempted and in some 
churches good results have followed. But on the whole it is admitted that the 
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problems involved in the loss of youth to the Church have been and are bewil- 
dering." 


Consultations already held, the report continues, showed clearly that "the 
problem was beyond the competence of any one church ov country to solve and that 
an ecumenical approach was much needed." Conferences with leaders of such orga- 
nizations as the YMCA and the YWCA were said to con*irm this conviction. 


To meet this situation, the Youth Department proposed that "opportunities 
be given, through a series of ecumenical consultations on local, national, re- 
gional and finally on international levels, for leaders of the churches, along 
with their youth directors, ecumenical youth councils, and leaders of the Chris- 
tian lay youth movements, to examine together the issues, share experiences and 
experiments, gain new insights for action, and in ‘nis way contribute further 
to the renewal of the churches through the effective and adventurous commitment 
of their young people to the Lord of the Churchand the world." 


"Youth", the report of the Youth Department affirmed, "is not opposed to 
the Church when they feel they have an integral part in it. The Church in the 
past generation was accepted as a self-evident fact. Young people today are 
right in challenging this attitude of self-evidence. The miracle is that young 
people still continue to expect great things of the Church." 


The Ecumenical Institute 


The report from the Board of the Ecumenical Institute, given by Dr. Kathleen 
Bliss, chairman of the Board, called attention to its aim as defined by the 
Second Assembly: "to serve the churches as a centre of ecumenical study and 
teaching, worship and experience, where men and women may deepen their under- 
standing of questions affecting unity, renewal and witness of the Church." 


The report named four aspects of the work at the Institute: "ecumenical 
education (with a special concern for the training of ecumenical leadership); 
the renewal of the churches (especially in vital bible study and the rediscovery 
of the Church as the people of God); pioneer work on the frontiers of the rela- 
tion of the Church to the world; and its possibilities as an energizing centre 
for all the other work of the World Council." 


Recognized Relationship to National Christian Councils 


National Christian Councils in various parts of the world will in the fu- 
ture have a recognized relationship to the orld Council of Churches. According 
to the plan adopted by the Central Committee of the Yorld Council, "associated 
councils" will be invited to send a fraternal delegate to meetings of the World 
Council Assembly, which takes place every six years, and a consultant to the 
yearly meetings of the Central Committee. 


A momber of national councils were invited to the Second Assembly at Evans- 
ton, USA, last year, and several of these have now indicated their desire to 
become associated councils. These include the councils of Australia, Canada, 
Denmark, Germany, Hungary, Indonesia, the Netherlancs, New Zealand, Sweden, 
Britain and the United States. The World Council vowed to extend the formal in- 
vitation to these bodies and also to the councils of India and Japan, who have 
indicated their interest but have not yet had the opportunity to formalize their 
request for "associated" status. 
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The Committee on Reference, whose chairman is President Nathan M. Pusey of 
Harvard University (USA), asked the staff of the Norld Council to give special 
attention to developing cooperation between the departments of the World Coun- 
cil and these councils. According to the committee's statement, "the national 
councils have a strategic role to fulfil in developing the ecumenical spirit and 
promoting ecumenical action in regional and local areas." B.P.o., Geneva 


FRANCE 35 Years of "YMCA Press" 


(Paris) - The "YMCA Press" in Paris celebrates its 35th anniversary this year. 
Commenting on it in the news-sheet of the Russian Christian Student Movement 
‘Westnik'' ("The Messenger"), Prof. A.W. Kartaschov writes: "Originally, this 
publishing firm was an expression of Protestant missionary pathos. It developed, 
however, very quickly into a high-standard publicity organ of Russian culture, 
more specifically, of Russian Crthodox culture and theology." 


As can already be seen from the name of NYMCA Press", credit for this out- 
standing achievement in the field of publications on theology, philosophy and 
literature must go to the international YMCA, which thus, in Russian and other 
languages, opened up an essential sector of Russian culture to the world public. 


Linked with the development of the "YMCA Press" from its beginnings are well 
well-known names like: Dr. John R. Mott, P.F. Anderson, Dr. 1. Lowrie, G.S.Kulmann. 
Among these authors whose works have been published by the "YMCA Press" and who 
helped to make the cultural life of modern Russia better known to the Western 
world, are I. Bulgakoff, N.A. Berdiajeff, B.P. Wyschslavzaff, N.D. Lossky, L.A. 
zander, G.W. Florovsky, and many others. The younger generation is represented 
by names like B.A, Bobrinsky, S, Werchowskoi, and K.A. Eltschaninoff. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


USSR ; Soviet Award for Metropolitan Nikolai 


As announced by Radio Moscow, the Supreme Soviet has bestowed a high award, 
the "Order of Work", on Metropolitan Nikolai of Moscow, head of the Russian Or- 
thodox Church Office for Foreign Affairs. E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES University Lectures on Orthodoxy 


Beginning next fall two other universities will offer special courses in 
Greek Orthodox Theology. They are the Columbia University of New York City and 
the Michigan University of Ann Arbor, Michigan. Greek Orthodox Theology has so 
far been taught by the Divinity School of Harvard University which has already 
established a chair of Byzantine Church History and Theology. B.P.S., Geneva 


INDONESIA Ecumenical Issues Form Main Subjects of Sumatra Pastors' Conference 


(Sumatra) - The annual pastors' conference of the Huria Kristen Batak Protestant 
(Batak Church, Sumatra) was held at Padang-Sidempuan in central Sumatra from 
July 25th to 28th. One hundred and twenty "panditas", (the ordained ministes of 
the Batak Church), came from congregations in Java and Sumatra and several mili- 
tary chaplains attended the meeting. Five foreign workers - two from America, 
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two from Germany and one from India - were also present. The conference was 
chaired by Ephorus Dr. J. Sihombing, the president of the H.K.8.P., and Ds. G,. 
Siahaan, a professor in the theological faculty of Nommensen University, who 
was a delegate to the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches. Gree- 
tings from other Churches in Indonesia were given by Dr. Winburn T. Thomas, Se- 
cretary of the Commission on Missions of the National Council of Churches in 
Djakarta, 


Among the topics discussed were theological training of laymen, evangelism 
programmes in local parishes, the relation of Christianity to Communism and 
other modern movements, and the ecumenical problems of unity among the Indone- 


sian churches. H.P.S., Geneva 
BRAZIL Presbyterians Object to Consecration of Brazil to 


Sacred Heart of Jesus 


(Campinas) - At a closing session of the 36th Eucharistic Congress, after a Mass 
celebrated by the Papal Legate, Mon. Aloisi Masella, the vice-president of the 
Federal Senate, Sr. Nereu Ramos, in the name of the Senate and of the Brazilian 
people, consecrated the Republic to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 


This act was made without the approval of the Senate or of the Brazilian 
people. The following is the text of a telegram sent to Sr. Nereu Ramos by Mr. 
José Borges dos Santos, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Brazil, on July 26th: 


"In the name of the thousands of Brazilian citizens of the National Evan- 
gelical Presbyterian Church I must respectfully dissent from your sectarian 
gesture at the Eucharistic Congress in consecrating Brazil to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in the name of the Senate. 


"There is no record of the Senate's having delegated to you such authority. 
It is not authorized to delegate such authority. It is the duty of the Senate, 
as well as your duty, to observe the entire separation of Church and State as 
established in the national Constitution. 


"T regret that the president of the Republic, by his presence, approved 
such a consecration, contrary as it is to the National Constitution. We insist 
on the necessity of maintaining the inviolable right of each Brazilian citizen 
to profess the Roman Catholic, Protestant, Spiritualist, or any other religion, 
with his free and spontaneous will and individual conviction, We love Christ 
our King, Lord, and Saviour, but we want to serve Him with our free and sponta- 
neous will, and not by official imposition. The mandate given to you by the 
people does not include the right to represent them in acts of worship." 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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| Centenary Celebration of the YMCA's 

| 


(Paris) - 12,000 young men and women gathered for the Centenary Celebrations of 
the World Alliance of YMCA's which took place in Paris from August 16th - 22nd, 
1955. The celebrations were inaugurated by a service of worship held in the. 
Palais des Sports in Paris, conducted by the Rev. D. Marc Boegner, President of 
the French Protestant Federation. Bishop D. Hanns lilje, of Hanover, represen- 
ting the German Lutheran churches, and Dr. Walter van Kirk (USA) assisted. 


Welcoming the participants in the inaugural session on August 16th, Raymond 
Coutris, chairman of the national committee of the YMCA in France, also returned 
| a vote of thanks to the president of the French fepublic, the French authorities 
| and a number of eminent figures-in French public life all of whom had shown 
| great understanding of, and interest in, this international gathering of the 
| world-wide YMCA. 

"Twenty centuries of Christianity and 100 years of corporate endeavour in 

| the YMCA have brought us here," said Mr. Coutris. "If we kept all that has been 
given to us to ourselves, we would be suffocated under the burden of an over- 

| whelming heritage, and the centenary celebrations will add even more to this 

heritage. Therefore we can pass On a great deal when we return to our home coun- 

tries." He quoted Francois Mauriac as having said: "The divine flame of the prea- 

chings of life and death is spread on earth only through the medium of young men 

who devote their whole lives to its propagation." In concluding, Raymond Coutris 

expressed the hope that "the Centenary celebrations would show the world that it 

is our intention to keep the flame of the Gospel alive until the end of the world." 


In his address, which had to be read owing to the author's absence for rea- 
sons of health, Professor André Siegfried, a member of the French Academy, poin- 
ted out that it was no mere coincidence that the task of delivering the first 
programmatic address on the opening day of the Paris YMCA world conference had 
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been conferred upon a Frenchman. "when the YMCA was formea 100 years ago, in 
1855, it was done in Paris", Prof. Siegfried stated. "But wny Paris? Because in 
spite of the numerical weakness of French Protestantism the founders of the 
Movement considered the Capital of France not only as an unexcelled centre of 
intellectual enlighterment,...., but as a magnificent centre of Christian tra- 
dition, not uniquely Protestant but "catholic" in the universal meaning of this 
word... From the beginning the emphasis has been placed upon making each indivi- 
dual consciously aware of and concerned for his spiritual life, for personal 
moral responsibility, and for fulfilling his social and human obligations. In 
this hierarchy of values accepted by Christianity, the spirit was always given 
priority..." 


The founders of the World's Alliance of Young -en's Christian Associations, 
whether they were English, French, Swiss or American, were grounded in a reli- 
gious faith which the YMCA still today claim as their own and which they do not 
need to question. "But," the addvess continues, "we face new questions which one 
hundred years ago they did not have to face. The industrialisation of the world 
had not reached the peak of intensity which we know today. Furthermore although 
from then on the YMCA Movement was world-wide the relationships between conti- 
nents and the different races were not as close as they are in these days of 
aviation. It has therefore been necessary for the YMCAs to develop moral, ethnic 
and social doctrines corresponding to the conditions of the 20th century; this is 
all the more necessary for in contact with youth one cannot afford to be behind 
the times. Thus it is constantly necessary to revise our hierarchy of values 
with the spiritual remaining constant, stable, uncontested, but being constantly 
and inevitably adapted to the needs of the present world.” From their beginning 
the YNCAs have been a meeting place for representatives of all peoples and races; 
and this has revealed a deeply human outlook. E.P.S., Geneva 


Twenty-second World Conference of the World's Alliance of YMCA's 


(Paris) - The report cf the World's Committee of YMCA's was submitted by their 
Secretary General, Dr. Paul M. Limbert. This report, entitled "Times of Testing", 
covers the period between 1937 and 1955, that is, from the XXist World Confe+ 
rence of the YMCA'ts at Mysore (India) to the present world Centennial gathering 
in Paris. Dr. Limbert took as his theme the statement that "in the period be- 
tween Mysore and Paris the YMCA has made marked progress toward maturity as a 
world movement". 


In a retrospective appraisal of the conference at Mysore, the Secretary 
General stated: "The fact that the XXIst World Conference was held in an Asian 
setting, with a preponderance of delegates from the younger YMCA Movements, hel- 
ped to dispel the idea that this was a purely ‘/estern enterprise and went a long 
way toward rethinking the Christian mission of this Movement in terms closer to 
the New Testament concept of brotherhood that knows no boundaries of race or 
nation or geography." 


Preparation for the World Centennial Conference represented another impor- 
tant step toward the "full realization of a World YMCA Movement". "Seldom if 
ever", Dr, Limbert continued, "during these hundred years has there been so ex- 
tensive a process of thinking about the basic problems of our Movement. Not only 
have the three Centennial Study Guides been printed in full in English, French, 
German and Spanish, but these have been translated in part into Arabic, Chinese, 
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Japanese, Swedish, and no doubt cther languages. (ften their use has been accom- 
panied by special Bible study. ‘ost important f all, there has been earnest 
prayer, privately, and in groups, that God may guide us in our deliberations and 
and that there may be a great outpouring of His Spirit upon us as we seek to 
know and do His will." 


Speaking of the rupture in YMCA relations between East and West, caused by 
political developments in the world, Dr, Limbert said he felt convinced that 
"the severed bonds, in Europe cr Asia, should not be looked upon as a permanent 
estrangement. In China, for example, the YMCAs continue to carry on their acti- 
vities with vigour and with clear recognition of their Christian purpose... We 
want to keep open the door to Christian fellcwship. We look forward confidently 
to the day when man-imposed barriers to the operation of the Young Men's Chris- 
tian Association will be removed. To this end we must both declare and demon 
strate that the World's Alliance is not essentially a European or an American 
movement. The Christian Gospel is not to be identified with any particular social 
or political system. "Christians are called to live responsibly ..-. in any so- 
ciety." (Evanston Assembly of the .C.C.). To renew our contacts with Christian 
youth in lands where Christian Associations flourished until a few years ago 
must be one of our continuing objectives if we are to be regarded as truly a 
world movement." 


Referring to the place and policy of the YMCA in relation to the Christian 
churches, Dr. Limbert pointed to what he called the "rediscovery of the Church" 
as a major trend in Christian thought and life during the last two decades. 
"There has been a fresh recognition of the central place of the Church as the 
"household of faith", a Universal Community of believers transcending all other 
Christian groups and organizations. YMCAs have shared in this rediscovery; they 
have affirmed their deep desire to render a distinctive service to the Church 
of Christ, both by helping to lead young men to a vital relationship to a parti- 
cular local church and by continuing to strive for unity among Christians of all 
denominations and confessions." The General Secretary of the World's Alliance of 
YMCAs then drew attention to the marked progress made in ecumenical activity. 
"The World Council of Churches has come into being, as a highly significant ex- 
pression of the desire of most Protestant churches and some Orthodox churches to 
work together and to seek a still greater unity among Christians. At the same 
time there has developed also an increasing awareness of theominational and con- 
fessional differences. The primacy of the Roman Catholic Church has been reaf- 
firmed; Catholic leaders have pressed on with new vigour in missionary activity 
and the development of youth organizations under the auspices of the Church. " 


"The World's Alliance of YMCAs", Dr, Limbert went on to say, "has maintained 
a friendly and fraternal relationship to the World Council of Churches. At the 
same time it has rejoiced in the presence of many Roman Catholics within its mem— 
bership and in many countries has welcomed them as full participants in the life 
and leadership of the YMCA," 


The basic policy of the i/orld's Committee on oecumenical and interconfes-— 
sional questions had been clearly defined in the last three plenary meetings. In 
this Dr. Limbert saw an "important mark of our maturing as a world movement". It 
had to be pointed out again and again that the YMCA is essentially a lay Chris- 
tian movement, crossing confessional traditions but not ignoring them, seeking 
to work in the fullest cooperation with all churches but maintaining our inde- 
pendence of control by any church. Our focus of attention is on the young man 
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and his needs, on making Jesus Crrist a living reality to young people, whatever 
their religious background. We give thanks for the evidence that God has given 
the YMCA a special. mission to help bring together in fellowship and service per- 
sons of different denominations and confessions." 


At the end of his report, Dr. Limbert placed special emphasis on practical 
tasks and said: "We are challenged to recognize our world solidarity in very tan- 
gible and practical terms. We are called upon to bear one another's burdens and 
so fulfil the Law of Christ. Every national movement and every Association, 
whether in East or West, whether rich or poor in resources, is being called to 
do its share in developing a united programme for world-wide service. This means 
that we must plan carefully and plan together. We must be willing to work out 
new patterns, flexible enough to meet changing conditions and expanding needs." 


Dr. Limbert concluded his report by expressing his deep conviction and hope 
that "as we pray and think together, the God who is at work within and among us 
will do 'far more abundantly than all that we ask or think’." 


* % % 


Meeting in Paris to celebrate the Centennial of the World's Alliance of 
YMCAs, the Assembly of YMCAs received a number of reports, and agreed on the 
basic principles to be adopted in future policy of national and local YMCAsS. 


Among other things, it is stated in a memorandum on the purpose of the Con 
ference: 


"Tn 1855, ninety-nine men met in Paris... A century later, we gather in the 
same place, counting almost 20 times that number... Again, we discuss things 
from the perspective of youth, and the subjects of our discussions are largely 
the same as theirs of a hundred years ago..." 


What is the purpose underlying this eighty-day meeting of young people from 

70 countries? "This conference will have given us experience of the world-wide 
nature of the YMCA movement... We have been struck by the variety existing within 
our Movement. But we have also realized that our community is not yet vast enough. 
That is why we direct an appeal to all our associations to renew their efforts 

in reaching young people everywhere. ile ask them to take great care not to be- 
come one of those institutions designed to organize leisure hours and pastimes 
for a chosen few instead of being a movement seeking to ‘rally young people within 
its ranks, and answering their most urgent needs." 


Another passage of the memorandum reads: "We have had the privilege of coun- 
ting among us delegates from almost all Christian churches and denominations; 
this may well have been disturbing for some, but it was clearly noticeable during 
this conference that there was a strong wish to let the young Roman-Catholics 
explain in complete freedom their religious position within the YMCAs, At the 
same time, our movement should rethink its mission which is, above all, the mis- 
sion of a lay movement. It should do this not only in promoting a better under- 
standing between Christians of different denominations, but at the same time in 
helping to bring about the existence of one church on earth." 


The YMCA works in an international field; therefore "we must endeavour to 
keep our doors wide open to those outside the Christian faith or those filled 
with doubts and uncertainties. We are a Christian association of young men and 
not an association of young Christians." 


t 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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Participants of the Centenary celebrations reaffirmed their adherence to 
the "Paris Basis" of 1855 (see foot note below), which is of fundamental impor- 
tance to the total range of YMCA activities. "Once again we have come to recog- 
nise the whole grandeur of the Paris Basis which proves more topically alive 
in its intentions than ever. We commend our groups to study more carefully the 
way in which the fundamental Christian and missionary character of our movement 
~ as defined by our founders of 10( years ago - can find its expression in our 
programme. We should try to clarify more fully not only what it means to create 
a Christian atmosphere but also to vreach the Kingship of Christ among young men. 
We shall leave Paris with the sincere wish in our hearts to put this aim into 
practice." 


Concrete proposals arrived at during the Paris orld conference of YMCAs 
include: 


"That in the work of the World's Alliance priority should be ehh to the 
support of YMCAs in countries whose needs are greatest; 

"that an institute for the furtherance of international studies should be 
established with a view to providing a centre where qualified members of 
the YMCAs from all parts of the world can pursue their studies together; 

"that the World's Alliance should seize every opportunity of bringing young 
Communists into the Christian brotherhood; 

"that the World's Alliance should intensify its relations with the United 
Nations... 


"Considering that the YMCAs are everywhere the defenders of human dignity, 
it is essential that we should take action wherever the existing social order 
is in conflict with the teaching of Christ. At the present stage we are parti- 
cularly called to deal with segregation and discrimination practiced in numerous 
parts of the world within our own YMCA brotherhood. 


"We recommend that, in countries where Christianity is not the dominant re- 
ligion, the YMCAs should be invited to interpret their programme in a way which, 
while leaving our Christian principles unaffected, would be best suited to ans- 
wer the needs of non-Christians. In this endeavour we should always respect 
human dignity to the full, bearing in mind that all human beings are the chil- 
dren of God... 


"Being aware of the different interpretations of the conditions of member- 
ship made in the various local and national YMCAs, and acknowledging the Chris- 
tian basis of our work, we recommend: 


"that the World's Alliance pursue, in cooperation with the national asso- 
ciations, the study of the conditions of membership." 


Editor's note: 
As the official translation has not reached us up to the present moment, 
we beg to submit our own unofficial version. 


re 


The "Paris Basis" (voted at Paris in 1855): "The Young ilen's Christian As- 
sociations seek to unite those young men who, regarding Jesus Christ as 
their God and Saviour, according to the Holy Scriptures, desire to be His 
disciples in their doctrine and in their life, and to associate their efforts 
for the extension of His Kingdom amongst young men." 
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A Closing Declaration 


YMCAs throughout the world were directed to give young people a greater 
voice in the organization's management. 


A declaration adopted at the closing session of the YMCA Centennial World 


Conference being held in Paris urged that YMCA "government and activities should ° 


increasingly be in the hands of younger members", 


The action follcwed a protest by youthful delegates concerning what they 
described as the "preponderance of older men on conference platforms" and asking 
that more recognition be given to young people in YMCA affairs. 


The New President 


The delegates elected Charles D. Sherman of Liberia as president of the 
newly-formed World Council of YMCAs (formerly the World Committee of YMCAs). 
H.eP.Se, Geneva 


Side-lights on the World Conference of YMCAs in Paris 


Representatives of the World's Alliance of YMCAs were received in audience 
by the President of the French Republic, René Coty, in the Palais de 1'Elysée, 
his official residence, on July 26th. Stressing the importance of this interna- 
tional gathering of young people from all over the world, President Coty express- 
ed his best wishes for the Centenary celebrations. Dr. Paul Limbert, Secretary 
General of the World's Alliance of YMCAs, presented the President with a bronze 
medal which had been coined in the French State Mint in commemoration of the YMCA 
Centennial, and requested the President to accept this modest gift as a token of 
the World's Alliance's gratitude towards the French government who had given such 
generous support to all activities of the World Conference. 


A film-strip, based on historical documents, was made during the Centenary 
celebrations in order to enable YMCA members and friends throughout the world 
to witness some of the impressive meetings during the YMCA gathering. Mr. J,Arthur 
Rank, the well-known English film-producer, has assumed the responsibility for 
the further production of the f1m which will run for 30 min. and will include a 
review on YMCA activities since 1855. The production costs will be covered by a 
donation made by Mr. John D. fockefeller Jr. 


In an introductory article on the forthcoming YMCA Centenary celebrations 
in Paris, in "Le Figaro on August llth, the Rev. D. Mare Boegner, President of 
the French Federation of Protestant Churches, pointed to a number of duties which 
have always been the special concern of the YMCAs throughout the world. He writes 
among other things: "While the churches restricted themselves almost exclusively 
to their ministry in ¢he cultural and catechetical field and to their chariteble 
activities, the YMCAs make it their primary concern to rally young people who 
were more or less lost to any of the Church's activities, in a search for genuine 
spirituality. This search was linked to an honest confrontation of all kinds of 
problems which adolescents are up against at an age when they must assume respdil-- 
sibility for their own lives. If the YMCAs have developed remarkably quickly in 
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the Anglo-Saxon countries, they have acquired an equally firm footing in homan- 
Catholic nations and have always kept their doors wide open to young people of 
various confessions. In this respect the YMCA has been the first movement of a 
truly ecumenical character. : E.P.Se, Geneva 


A Gift Keeps on Giving 


(Geneva) - During the recent meetings of the W.C.C. Central Committee which 
took place in Davos from August 2nd - 9th, 1955, (see E.P.S. Nos. 32, 33) Dr. 
Robert Mackie, out-going Director of the W.C.C.'s Division of Interchurch Aid 
and Service to Refugees and new Chairman of this division's Administrative 
Committee, made a moving appeal to the churches to increase the resources of 
the Ecumenical. Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) so that more assistance could be given. 
This Ecumenical Church Loan Fund works in close cooperation with the W.C.C. 
Division of Interchurch Aid. Mr. Gustave Hentsch and lir. Georges Lombard, both 
of Geneva, are its president and secretary respectively. The ECLOF Council is 
composed of well-known ecumenical leaders of the Old and the New World. Its 
purpose is to grant loans at a low rate of interest tc needy churches in varias 
countries. Churches make use of these funds to build or rebuild places of wor- 
ship, parish centres, houses for ministers, youth centres, homes for the aged 
and many other institutions. ECLOF has established national committees in ten 
countries which help the central committee in Geneva with the allocation of © 
loans. Thus ECLOF has up to the present been able to grant more than 400 loans 
totalling approximately 1,500,000 Sw. frs. As soon as these loans are repaid, 
the money is immediately sent again to another needy church institution in the 
same country. 


Since all the funds at the disposal of ECLOF have been lent, the ECLOF 
council and the W.C.C. Division of Interchurch Aid are at present engaged in a 
propaganda campaign designed to raise more funds which would enable ECLOF to 
help an even larger number of churches in their ministry and in their humani- 


tarian and charitable activities. E.P.S., Geneva 
SWEDEN Death of Anna Soderblom 
(Upsala) - irs. Anna Séderblom, widow of the founder of the ecumenical movement 


and primate of the Church of Sweden, Archbishop Nathan Soderblom, died on 
August 16th. Anna Soderblom was always closely lirked with the work of her hus- 
band and after his death collected and built up the "Soderblom-Archives" which 
are to be extended by the "Soderblom-Foundation". The Sdderblom-Archives con- 
tain about 5,000 volumes, and almost 60,000 manuscripts and letters written by 
the late Archbishop, as well as newspaper-clippings from all parts of the world 
giving an idea of the scope of his work and its importance for the ecumenical 
movement. 


Even after the death of her husband, Anna Sdderblom was a well-known and 
highly-esteemed figure on ecumenical conferences, and tributes were paid to 
her work on many occasions. The urn with her ashes is to be placed next to her 
husband's tomb. Archbisnop Sdderblom was the first bishop to be buried in Up- 
sala Cathedral for 150 years. E.P.S., Geneva 
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USSR American Baptist Church Leaders Visit Soviet fussia 


Dr. Theodore F. Adams of Richmond, Virginia (USA), President of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance, administered Communion to Russian worshippers at a Moscow 
Baptist church. It was believed to be the first time that an American Protestant 
clergyman has officiated at a Communion service for Baptist Russians in the 
Soviet Union. Reports said some 2,500 persons packed the church which has a 
‘congregation of approximately 5,000 but can accomodate only half that number 
at one time. 


Dr. Adams, pastor of the First Baptist church in Richmond, arrived in Mos- 
cow with Dr, Arnold T. Ohrn, who is general secretary of the Baptist World Al- 
liance. The other members of the group are Dr. C. Varney Hargroves (Philadel- 
phia), former president of the American Baptist Convention, and Dr. J.H.Jackson 
(Chicago), president of the National Baptist Convention U.S.A. Inc., a Negro 
body. During their two-week stay in the Soviet Union they were scheduled to 
visit Kiev, Odessa, Yalta and the Volga River area, contacting Baptist groups 
and preaching in some churches. E.PeSe, Geneva 
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ROUMANIA Death of Metropolitan Nicolas Balan 

Scanteia, official government newspaper, reported that Orthodox Metropoli- 
tan Nicolas Balan of Transylvania died at a monastery. The paper said leading 
Roumanian government officials attended the Metropolitan's funeral. 


Archhishop Nicolas Balan will not be forgotten by his friends in numerous 
countries who had the privilege to meet him at many interchurch gatherings in 


the past. B.P.5S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Religious Rights Subject of Study 


(Washington) - Almost 166 years ago a majority of the first Congress of the Uni- 
ted States decided that the new Constitution was not explicit enough about indi- 
vidual and states' rights. This resulted in the adoption of the Bill of Rights, 
the collective name of the first ten amendments to the Constitution. The first 
clause of the First Amendment says: "Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof." 


On August llth, a subcommittee of the Highty-fourth Congress, the Senate 
subcommittee on Constitutional Rights - announced that it had prepared an eight- 
part questionnaire for the people on whether they believed this clause had teen 
correctly interpreted and was properly observed. The questionnaire deals with 
the conflicting interpretation of the freedom clause, It also asks for any know- 
ledge of concrete instances of the denial of rights guaranteed hy this part of 
the First Amendment. 


One question seeks a yes or no reply to this two-part query: "Do you regard 
the phrase 'make no law respecting an establishment of religion’ as a prohibition! 
and, "Or do you regard the language as banning preferential treatment of any 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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particular church or religious sect while permitting Government aid to religion 
generally or to the various churches and sects on a non-discriminatory basis?" 


Another question asks: "Do you believe the free exercise of religion pro- 
tects atheists in propagating a disbelief in religion?" It is also asked: "Have 
you observed any significant instances in recent years of a denial of the rights 
expressed in the religion clause?" If the answer to this question is "yes" the 
correspondent is asked to list the instances. 


The last question asks: "Speaking generally and considering the deep emo- 
tional nature of religious beliefs, do you feel that the present state of affairs 
in the United States with respect to rights in the religion clause is: excellent, 


good... air,..poor: H.Pseoe, Geneva 
INDIA The New Status of Missionaries 


(Delhi) - A new official policy towards the activities of the Christian mission 
in India was made pnblic on August 23 in the Government Yearbook published to 
celebrate the eighth year of independence. In future no new missionaries will 
be permitted to enter the country either as replacements or as additional mem+ 
bers of the mission unless Indians are not availahle. 


While missionaries already in India will not be disturbed by the new policy 
"unless they come under adverse notice", new arrivals must have outstanding qua- 
lifications or specialized experience. 


The Statement said that "mission societies working in India would have to 
obtain Government permission before opening a new branch or institution, but 
missionaries who had worked in India for a period of five years or more would 
ordinarily be eligible for re-admission. It recalled that missionaries from Com- 
monwealth countries were now required to obtain visas and would be subject to 
the regulations applying to foreigners." 


The Rev. Frank Short, secretary for the Far East of the Conference of Mis-— 
sionary Societies in Great Britain and Ireland, will soon have the opportunity 
of talking in Delhi with the Government of India and the British High Commissio- 
ner, \ir. Malcolm MacDonald, and official Indian policy towards the Christian 
missions will be among the topics. 


The Rev. Eric Fenn, editorial secretary of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, told "The Times" that the Indian Government's decision had not alto- 
gether come as a surprise. Indian delegates to the society's third jubilee cele- 
brations last year had expressed the view that some such move was not unlikely. 
Fortunately, as long ago as 1944 when independence and nationalism were much in 
the air, the society had begun to transfer much of its work to native Christians, 
and this had led to the formation of the Bible Society of India, Pakistan, and 
Ceylon. Today this society, which was still subsidized by the British society, 
was in the main staffed by Indians, although there were kuropean representatives 
in a few big centres such as Bombay and Calcutta. 


Mr. E.W. Hayward, general foreign secretary of the Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety, said that the Indian Government's policy towards Christian missions had 
been the subject of negotiations since the end of last year, and the measures 
now announced were much what they had been led to expect. "In principle, of course, 
they could not but be disturbed by the decision to exclude evangelistic missio- 
naries." E.P.S., Geneva 
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JAPAN Federation of World Religions to be Formed? 


(Tokyo) - Formation of a Federation of World Religions was proposed in a reso- 
lution adopted at a Conference of World Feligionists held in Japan's recently 
dedicated International Peace House in Tokyo. 


The resolution said an international, inter-credal council is needed to 
"channel the energies of all religions toward permanent cooperation in the fields 
of world peace and betterment of social conditions." It urged that conferences 
similar to that held in Tokyo be convened in other countries. 


The conference was attended by 185 persons from 13 countries. More than 
150 of them were from Japan. The rest came from the United States, Great Britain, 
Switzerland, India, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Korea, Formosa, Vietnam, Malaya and In- 
donesia. Faiths represented were the Christian, Mohammedan, Jewish, Hindu, Budd- 
hist, Shinto and Baha'i. Sects included Vietnam's Cao Dai and Japan's Oomoto, 
Tenri and Seicho-no-le, Masazumi Ando, member of the Japanese Diet and former 
Minister of Education, was chairman. Shinichiro Imaoka, principal of Seisku 
High School and founder of the Kitsu Church, served as general secretary. 


Among those who presided over conference sessions were Dr. Michio Kozaki, 
chairman of the National Christian Council of Japan and former moderator of the 
United Church of Christ in Japan, and the Rev. Suwami Satyandanda, Minister of 
Religions in Malaya. Major promoters of the meeting were Yasaburo Simonaka, one 
of Japan's leading publishers, Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, noted Japanese Protestant 
evangelist; Roman Catholic Bishop Paul Furuya Yoshiyuki of Kyoto, and Dr.Setsuji 
Otsuka, president of Doshisha (Christian) University. 


The conference also adopted a series of resolutions calling for peaceful 
settlement of international disputes, abolition of nuclear weapons and - ulti- 
mately - disarmament, and complete eradication of racial prejudice and discri- 
mination. It also urged that August 6 (anniversary of the atom—bombing of Hiro- 
shima) be set aside as an international day of prayer for peace. E.P.S., Geneva 


BRAZIL Anglican Cooperation in South America 


The Bishop in Argentina and Eastern South America with the Falkland Islands, 
the Right hev. D.I. Evans, C.B.E., also exercises jurisdiction over the Church 
of England chaplaincies in Brazil. These chaplaincies fall within one or other 
of the three dioceses of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America established in Brazil. 


An agreement has now been made between the Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of 
America, the Most Rev. H.K. Sherrill, D.D., under which the Bishop in Argentina 
is also accredited to the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church in respect 
of the English chaplaincies, present or future, in Brazil, and is accorded ex- 
clusively episcopal jurisdiction over them. The Bishop in Argentina and the Ame- 
rican Bishop in Brazil will collaborate in every possible way for the general 
good of the Church in Brazil. BeP.Se, Geneva 
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CHINA What the Y.M.C.A. is doing in China 


(Shanghai) - In China today there are twenty-six city associations of the YMCA 
spread over a wide area ~- from Peking in the north to Canton in the south; from 
Chengtu in the west to Shanghai in the east; and southwest as far as the fron- 
tier of Burma. This is the opening statement in an article by Tu Yu-Ching (who 
has been General Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. ih China since 1949) in the July nun- 


ber of "China Reconstructs", an illustrated monthly paper published in Shanghai. 


The paper illustrates "how China, with its 600 million people, is building up 
a new life." 


The aims of the Chinese National Committee (the article explains) were set 
out in its constitution, adopted in 1934. They are: "To promote the spirit of 
Christ, to unite youth for the cultivation of wholesome personality and for the 
building of a good society." The motto of the Y.M.C.A. is "To serve, not to be 
served." 


"The Y.M.C.A. is not itself a church", writes the General Secretary, "but 
is part of the church as a whole, supplementing its activities. Recently the 
Y.M.C.A. and the church have become more closely related, and found many ways 
of joint work. It is not uncommon to find a Y.M.C.A. secretary who is at the 
same time a minister. During the last three years, two of our national secre- 
taries have been ordained. The general secretary of the Hangchow Y.M.C.A. has 
been invited to serve as general secretary of the Chekiang Diocese of the Epis- 
copal Church. The general secretaries of the Nanking, Nanchang and Kunming asso- 
ciations are also ordained ministers of their respective denominations. For the 
recruiting of new personnel, we rely to no small extent on the theological semi- 
naries.'! 


In its work among Christian youth the Y.M.C.A. never acts singly, but al- 
ways in close cooperation with the churches and other Christian institutions. 
"Tn 1954", Tu Yu-Chine's report continues, "at least ten of our associations 


took part in joint services, which had a total attendance of over 10,000 people... 


In addition the Y.M.C.A. conducts Sunday worship and Bible classes of its own. 
The Nanchang Y.M.C.A., for instance, has been holding Sunday youth services for 
the last ten years without a break. In the small city of Swatow, joint youth 
services regularly conducted under the auspices of the Y.M.C.A. have an average 
attendance of 250." 


"Thus, through various channels, we are finding our right place in Chris- 
tian work as a whole, and by joint and coordinated effort are in a better posi- 
tion to bear witness to the Christian message in New China." 


In the second part of his article Dr. Tu Yu-Ching describes the different 
activities of the Y.M.C.A. in the field of physical culture and education. In 
some places accountancy classes have been conducted to meet the requirements of 
economic construction. The Sian Y.M.C.A. was recently requested to expand its 
accountancy training facilities. Other Y.M.C.A.s are conducting supplementary 
classes of various kinds; altogether 8,129 young people were enrolled in the 
various classes in 1954. These facts are a vivid testimony of the extensive op- 
portunities for real service to youth open to the Y.M.C.A. since liberation. In 
general, they reflect the new spirit of activity, growth and progress, the fer- 
vent zeal for building a new socialist China." 
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In conclusion Tu Yu-Ching writes: "A new chapter is being written in the 
history of the Y.M.C.A. in China. It is beginning to rediscover its true self. 
As Jesus said: 'You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.' 
(John 8, 32). We have begun to see the truth; we are enjoying the freedom which 
the knowledge of truth brings." At an Enlarged Conference of Y.M.C.A. Secreta- 
ries held in Peking in 1954, over 70 delegates from the 26 associations and the 
National Committee gathered to sum up our achievements and map out the course 
ahead. "The validity of our traditional principles was reaffirmed. We came to 
a new vision of the high calling to which we are dedicated." This Conference 
called on all the associations "to cooperate more closely with the churches in 
bearing witness to Christ and to redouble their efforts in extending their ser- 
vice to youth." B.eP.S., Geneva 


YOUGOSLAVIA Marshall Tito and the Churches 


This July a study group from the ‘Dr. Sherwood Eddy Seminar in the United 
States paid a visit to Yougoslavia. The students were received by Marshall Tito, 
who answered their questions personally. Their conversation dealt with the re- 
lations between Church and State; we quote some extracts from it, as reported, 
by the Department for Press and Cultural Relations of the Yougoslav Embassy at 
Mehlem, near Bonn (Germany). 


One of the students asked Marshall Tito: "Realising the inherited problems 
which originate from the ethnic and religious differences among the Yougoslav 
peoples, what policy are you pursuing in order to link up the people in a joint 
loyalty to the state?" He replied: "We have no problem at all with respect to 
the unity of our people. Various religions can no longer exert influence tn our 
country in the sense of creating mutual intolerance between different nationa- 
lities. We settled the national question during the war, and after the war this 
solution was perfected by our economic development. In our country this no longer 
presents a problem; it is being settled by our internal democratic development, 
in the sense that every people shall rule itself, that every people shall par- 
ticipate in the authority, which means that there is no ruling, hegemonic nation, 
but that all peoples are equal. So the Church could not divide the people even 
if it wanted. In our country there is tolerance between the different religions, 
and there are no conflicts." 


Another student referred to the fact that most of the population of Yougos- 
lavia belong to some church, and asked, "Why does the government prevent the 
celebration of religious holidays, since a high percentage of the population 
belong to one church or another?" President Tito's reply was, "The gentleman is 
wrongly informed that church ceremonies are prevented in our country. The chur- 
ches are fulk in some places and in others they are not. Religion is free in our 
country. He who wants to practise religion can do so freely, but if he doesn't 
want to, he need not. I am surprised that in the outside world there should still 
exist an idea that religion does not enjoy freedom in Yougoslavia, In America 
also the church is separated from the state, and the state has nothing to do 
with the church, In America the church has free development, it is separated 
from the state. We have also separated the church from the state. 


"Tn our country if anyone wants to celebrate holidays which the state does 
not recognise, but which are recognised only by the church, that is his private 
affair; but we cannot pay men who are in government service for the time they 
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spend away from their work because of such holidays which are not recognised by 
the state. We have a fixed number of state holidays which we recognise, and for 
which people are paid; but we cannot also pay for days which individuals cele- 
brate as holidays of their religion. Sunday is recognised as a holiday; some 
people celebrate Sunday by going on excursions, while those who wish to go to 
church go to church. This is not all: the state even pays pensions to priests. 


"We consider religion as something which actually exists and which cannot 
be eliminated by administrative measures. Everything in Yougoslavia which caused 
disagreement between the state and the Church has a political background. Of 
course in our country, as in any other country which wishes to be strong, it was 
and is not permitted that the church should interfere in the affairs of the state, 
In this way conflicts are avoided, and the conflicts which have arisen were not 
provoked merely by internal political questions, but were suggested from outside, 
especially by the Catholic Church, There is less of this now, but such elements 
still exist." H.eP.S., Geneva 


YMCA's Centennial Declaration 


(Paris) - This year's Centenary Celebrations of the World's Alliance of Young 
Men's Christian Associations marked its conclusion on August 22nd 1955 with the 
following declaration: 


"The accredited representatives of Young Men's Christian Associations in 
seventy countries and territories throughout the world assembled in Paris in the 
various Centennial Conferences of the World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s desire first 
of all to record their deep thankfulness to Almighty God for the innumerable 
evidences which have come to them during these unforgettable days together of 
their unity in Jesus Christ, which finds expression in their fellowship with one 
another as disciples of one Master and Lord, and in the work of their respective 
Associations. 


"They recognise that this fundamental unity of life and aim has been given 
to them by God for the purpose of extending His Kingdom among young men and boys, 
and of bringing about an ever-increasing measure of unity of spirit and action 
between all who acknowledge Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Holy 
Scriptures. 


"The experiences which they have thus had together lead them to covenant with 
One another in reaffirming the Basis of the World's Alliance as formulated and 
accepted in the founding Conference held in Paris one hundred years ago, and 
subsequently confirmed at the Jubilee Conference of the Alliance in Paris in . 
1905, namely: 


"The delegates of various Young llen's Christian Associations in Europe and 
America, assembled in Conference at Paris, the 22nd August, 1855, feeling 
that they are one in principle and in operation, recommend to their respec- 
tive Societies to recognise with them the unity existing among their Asso- 
Clations, and whilst preserving a complete independence as to their particu- 
lar organisation and modes of action, to form a Confederation on the follo-~ 
wing fundamental principle, such principle to be regarded as the basis of 
admission of other Societies in future: 
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"The Young Men's Christian Associations seek to unite 
those young men who, regarding Jesus Christ as their God and 
Saviour according to the Holy Scriptures, desire to be His 
disciples in their faith and in their life, and to associate 


their efforts for the extension of His Kingdom amongst young men. 


"This fundamental principle being admitted, the Conference further pro- 
poses: That any differences of opinion on other subjects, however impor- 
tant in themselves, but not embraced by the specific designs of the Asso- 
ciations, shall not interfere with the harmonieus relations of the confe- 
derated Societies. 


"As the Alliance moves forward into its second century of service, those 


who have been privileged to participate in the Centennial Conferences now 
resolve: 


(1) 
(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


(5) 
(6) 


(7) 


"That the supreme purpose of the Y.M.C.A. by which all its policies and 
practices must be determined is to bear witness, in language which youth 
can understand, to the saving power of Jesus Christ in the lives of indi- 
viduals and in every human relationship. 


"That because the Y.M.C.A. was in origin, and remains, essentially a 
Christian movement of youth, its government and activities should increa- 
Singly be in the hands of young members who have committed themselves to 
the Christian faith and life. 


"That as an interdenominational and interconfessional fellowship within 
the Church Universal, the Y.M.C.A. should constantly seek to encourage 
its members to accept the responsibilities of church membership, and to 
participate actively in the life and work of their particular churches; 
should continue to serve in every possible way the cause of unity among 
Christians of whatever confession they may be — Protestant, Orthodox, or 
Roman Catholic; and to witness for Christ on and across the frontiers by 
which Christendom is still so tragically divided. 


"That as a Christian Association seeking to serve youth irrespective of 
their religious belief, the Y.M.C.A. should witness for Christ on and 
across those frontiers which separate Christian and non-Christian -Faiths. 


"That as a world-wide Christian fellowship, the Y.M.C.A. should concern 
itself fully and without reserve with the promotion of intemational 
understanding; the easing of tension; the abolition of war; and the es- 
tablishment of world peace. 


"That the Y.!.C.A. should continue to strive for the removal of every 
form of social or economic injustice and racial discrimination, and first 
of all within its own fellowship; and for the protection and enrichment 
of individual freedom. 


"That the call should go out to the Y.M.C.As of the world to adopt a bold 
policy for the expansion and extension of the work of the Association, 
particularly in those areas in which its service is at present all too 
reduced; to undertake greatly increased efforts for multiplying its leader- 
ship, both voluntary and prefessional, and to give these leaders the neces- 
Sary equipment to enable them to bear effective Christian witness to their 
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fellows in the world of today; and to provide the financial resources re- 
quired for these urgently needed developments in the local, national, and 
world service of the Association. 


"We render thanks to God for all that He has enabled our World's Alliance 
to achieve in peace and war during its first century; we salute those who by 
their sacrificial service have made it possible for us to enter into this rich 
heritage; we pledge our unfailing loyalty to all with whom we have been privi- 
leged to share in these centennial experiences, and to our comrades in every 
part of the world of whom we have been particularly mindful in these days of 
fellowship together; we proclaim our identity with all who are endeavouring to 
make the abundance of life which we believe can ultimately be found only in 
Jesus Christ available to the total youth of the whole world; we humbly confess 
our failures in our devotion to Him and our shortcomings in our efforts to ex- 
tend His Kingdom; and we offer ourselves and our Associations anew to Him and to 


His service." (see also E.P.S. No. 34). E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Russians Attend lowa Church 


The congregation in a little Presbyterian church in Jefferson, Towa, had 
visitors from abroad a Sunday morning last month. They were six of the Russian 
agriculturalists spending the month in Iowa to study American farming methods. 
As guests in homes at Jefferson, the Russians agreed to attend church with their 
hosts, stipulating only that they all attend the same church instead of scatter- 
ing. It was evidently the first time some of them had attended a church service, 
surely their first venture into a Presbyterian church. 


Two of the fussians understand English. The other four listened to trans- 
lators who set beside them and whispered a summary of the sermon and announce- 
ments. The other six members of the Soviet group, in another part of the state, 
did not attend church. 


The Rev. Henry Noeding welcomed the Russian visitors, preached on the ways 
in which "Life Can Be Beautiful", A baby was baptized during the service. 


Aleksandr Tulupnikov, member of the Russian delegation, said later, "I think 
the songs were very lovely. It gave you a good feeling. There was good in the 
pastor's meaning." 


Russians are not religious people, the delegates admitted. When prayers were 
offered before a luncheon, one remarked, "The Russian people say grace only in 
the evenings and on Sunday." But Mr. Tulupnikovy said that in Russia "one had the 


full right to profess any religion." E.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE C.1.M.A.D.&. Organises an Ecumenical Course 


(Paris) - The seventh annual ecumenical training-course organised by C.1I.M.A.D.B. 
was held from the 12th to the 2lst August in the Student House belonging to 
C.I.M.AD.E. at Sévres, It was attended by 40 to 50 young lay people and pastors 
of various nationalities - French, Swiss, American, German, Russian and Finnish 
- some being members of different Protestant denominations, others members of the 
Orthodox Church, and a small Roman Catholic group. The theme of the training- 
course was the apostolic nature of the Church. In the mornings the subject was 
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studied in the Bible, and in the afternoons it was dealt with again in lectures 
on: 1) the concept of Apostleship in the New Testament, by Professor Leuva of 
Neuchatel; 2) the apostolic nature of the Church, and tradition, by the fev. B. 
Till of Cambridge; 3) the apostolic heritage, the liturgy, by the Orthodox Pro- 
fessor Iljine, and 4) the present field of apostleship, by Father Henry, direc- 
tor of "La Vie spirituelle". The participants had the opportunity to attend com- 
munion services celebrated according to the rites of each confession, preceded 
by a commentary. 


An account of this ecumenical course emphasises that "the atmosphere of the 
meeting was marked by the firm theological position of the speakers and also by 
their pacific spirit. The different ecclesiological positions were carefully con- 
sidered, with reference to the problems of the apostolic succession and of tra- 
dition, so that the points of difference were seen in their true perspective, 
and many misunderstandings of a non-theological nature were cleared up. It was 
the first time that most of the audience, and of the lecturers, had taken part 
in a meeting of this kind. It aroused their keen interest in the World Council, 
and a clear desire to promote a more broad-minded attitude within their local 
churches with regard to other confessions." 


C:1.M.A.D.E. has been led to organise regular meetings of this kind because 
its own teams (for helping refugees of all confessions in France and Germany and 
war-victims in France) are drawn from all kinds of different national and reli- 
gious backgrounds and find that they have been drawn into ecumenical service and 
witness, at first in a purely pragmatic manner. At present these teams consist 
of 24 members of the Reformed Church, 5 Presbyterians, § lutherans, 5 members of 
the Orthodox Church, one Anglican and one Baptist. HeP.S., Geneva 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: The next regular issue of E.P.S. will appear early 
in October. There will be no issues of E.P.S. in September unless 


there should be news of special importance. 
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This week's E.P.S. includes, besides more recent news, 
reports of important events which have taken place du- 
ring the month of September. 


TURKEY The W.C.C. and the Devastation of Istanbul Churches 


Now that the full extent of the attack on minorities and especially the 
Greek minority in Turkey is coming to light, the whole world is astonished at the 
nature of the violence of September 6th with its wanton attack on churches, 
schools and homes. 


Devastation of churches and church property in and near Istanhul is des- 
cribed as a "very great tragedy" in a report delivered by the Rev. Raymond E, 
Maxwell to the World Council of Churches, following a visit to investigate the 
disaster which has overtaken the Orthodox Church in Istanhul. 


After receiving the report about the attacks against Greek-speaking and 
other minorities in Istanbul, the General Secretary of the World Council of Chur- 
ches, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, issued the following statement: 


‘What has happened to the Greek Orthodox Church in Istanbul is even worse 
than the first reports gave us to understand. It is one of the worst calamities 
that has befallen any Christian Church in our time and adds a further tragic 
chapter to the story of the sufferings of the Eastern Orthodox Churches. That 
such a crime against the Church should be perpetrated at a time when we speak 
of human rights is hard to believe and to understand. The Christian world will 
want to express its solidarity with its brethren in Istanbul in every possible 

| way, It will be aware of the responsibility to insist that full compensation be 
given in so far as there can be compensation for the historic treasures which 
have bsen destroyed. It will also want to express the conviction that steps must 


lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news thems. 
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be taken to avoid the recurrence of such violence and to secure the respect of 
the rights of a religious minority. Every church in the World Council should 
feel that the burden which this member church must carry is also its burden." 


ir. Maxwell's mission in Turkey was that ofan ambassador of goodwill from 
the World Council of Churches to the church people there. He delivered a message 
of sympathy from the General Secretary of the Council to His All Holiness Athena- 
goras, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. Mr. Maxwell reported that the 
Patriarch was deeply moved on receiving the message. "The Patriarch suffers very 
deeply under the overwhelming burden that has suddenly been placed upon him and 
his people", said Mr. Waxwell. 


According to information brought back by Mr. Maxwell, more than sixty out of 
a total of eighty Orthodox churches in and near Istanbul were either destroyed 
by the mobs, or their interiors were so badly ruined as to render them completely 
unusable. \lany churches were completely gutted by fire. Scriptures and service 
books, vestments, icons and religious pictures, church furnishings, were torn, 
smashed, chopped to pieces, or burnt. Cne of the most gruesome spectacles is the 
once beautiful, large cemetery not far from the centre of the city, which one 
week earlier had been a place for the peaceful repose of the dead, but now is a 
vast jungle of wrecked tombstones, opened graves and weird destruction, Mr.Maxwell 
reported. 


The well-known Halki Theological School was damaged, but not destroyed. The 
headquarters building of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the "Phanar", remains in- 
tact. In the Istanbul area alone there are seventy Greek-language schools belone- 
ing to the Church, of which almost all are damaged in various degrees. 


"Tt will require prompt and earnest efforts on the part of the government 
and people of Turkey to make good the property damage, but still more important, 
to create an atmosphere in which all people, regardless of race, nationality or 
religion can feel safe and secure. Freedom of religion requires as first principle 
that churches, mosques and all other places of worship shall be inviolate and 
that worshippers shall be secure," said Mr. Maxwell. 


Asked what could be done to help, lIir. Maxwell said: "There is no easy answer, 
but first of all it is clear that we must have the great city of Istanbul and all 
its people on our hearts. The churches, their leaders and people, will be con- 
stantly in our prayers. The church people are very grateful to know that breth- 
ren in other countries are praying for them and with them. We will pray that the 
way to brotherhood and peace may be found and the rights of minorities be respec- 
ted." 


On the question of immediate practical aid, Mr. Maxwell continued: "The Prime 
Minister and the Turkish government have expressed their regret over these terrible 
events. The Prime Minister has also promised to secure life and to repair all 
damages to individuals as well as to churches. It is estimated that to repair and 
rebuild the churches alone, ten million dollars would be a very conservative 
figure. 


"The World,Council of Chufches, through its Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
stands ready to help in such ways as are possible toward the rehabilitation of 
church life in the Christian communities in Turkey which have been so badly dis- 
rupted. At the same time it recognises that the main responsibility for the task 
of reconstruction must rest upon the governmental authorities concerned." 
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A cable from His All Holiness Athenagoras, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople, expressing gratitude to the World Council of Churches for "your kind 
message and prompt interest" concerning the calamities suffered by the Greek Or- 
thodox Church in the recent rioting in Turkey has been received by Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council. 


His All Holiness Patriarch Athenagoras said in the cable that he was "deeply 
moved" by the message of Dr. Visser 't Hooft which was delivered by the Rev. 
Raymond Maxwell. The cable of thanks from the Ecumenical Patriarch said "whole- 


heartedly pray the Lord protect His Church and flock." B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Statement of the U.S. Conference for the World Council 
(New York) - "It is hardly possible for us to exaggerate the sense of shock and 


moral indignation which we feel, both personally and as representatives of the 
World Council of Churches, over the deplorable rioting in Istanbul and Izmir and 
the tragic suffering inflicted upon Greek and other citizens there", This was 
said by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, Chairman of the W.C.C.'s Central Committee, and 
Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Executive Secretary in the U.S., in a statement issued 
in connection with recent events in Turkey. 


"Mr. Maxwell on his return to Geneva", the statement goes on to say, "fully 
confirms, on the basis of his personal observation and contacts, the tragic facts 
which have been reported by other observers. He makes it clear that the violence 
was even more serious than first reports indicated, and far greater than is gene- 
rally understood by the American public. He describes the rioting in Istanbul as 
a 'reign of terror'. He states that most of the Greek Orthodox Churches in the 
city were pillaged and either destroyed or badly damaged, that holy places were 
profaned, cemeteries desecrated, and priests beaten. It is also certain that 
attempts were made to impose a censorship that would prevent the full extent of 


the appalling events from being widely known." H.P.o.,. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Eastern Orthodox Church Protests 


.An appeal has been launched by Archbishop Michael of the Greek Orthodox 
Church in North and South America on behalf of Greek victims of Turkish atrocities, 


"This demonstration of barbaric violence", the appeal reads, "is comparable 
to the events which led to the fall of Constantinople by the infidel on May 29th, 
1453. Eye-witness reports have reached me from the most reliable sources as to 
the desecration of churches and graves and the barbarous attacks upon bishops, 
clergy and laymen." 


Addressing himself to the American nation the Archbishop goes on to say: 
"How can we Americans remain silent to the desecration of churches, religious 
relics, institutions, and, even the graves of our departed brethren?... Such 
sacrilege was unprecedented in the history of modern civilization... As spiritual 
leader of more than one million communicants of the Greek Orthodox Church in the 
United States and with my brethren colleagues, archbishops and bishops of the 
Eastern Orthodox Churches, representing more than 6,500,000 church members in 
this country, I vigorously protest against these inhumanities and plead with all 
Americans to awaken our leaders to the dangers of such occurrences," 
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Following a press conference held September 28th, at the Greek Diocese in 
New York, archbishops, bishops and clergy of the Eastern Orthodox Church in 
America sent the following telegram to Secretary of State John Foster Dulles: 


"We archbishops, bishops and clergymen of the Eastern Orthodox Church in the 
United States, representing over 6,500,000 communicants who are American citizens 
raise our voices in strong protest against the inhuman and unprecedented acts of 
violence and barbarism of the Turkish mobs against the Greek Orthodox in Con- 
stantinople and Izmir on September 6, 1955, the destruction of churches, schools, 
institutions, the homes and business places, usage of the sacred chalices for 
biological relief, the desecration of graves, the raping of innocent children of 
both sexes, and the many other acts of vandalism. We resolve in the name of ele- 
mentary decency and humanitarianism that the government of the United States, 
the bulwark of human dignity, take appropriate action for the prevention of si- 
milar acts in the future and total rehabilitation of the destroyed churches, 
schools, institutions, and homes and commercial shops, and the safeguarding of 
our fellow communicants in Turkey." 


The telegram is signed by Archbishop Michael of the Greek Orthodox Church 
in North and South America, Archbishop Leonty of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
Metropolitan Antony Bashir of the Syrian Orthodox Church, Archbishop Samuel 
David of the Syrian Orthodox Church, Bishop Bohdan of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church, Archbishop Palladius,of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Bishop Athenago- 
ras of the Greek Orthodox Church, Bishop Germanos of Nyssa of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, Bishop Germanos of Constantia of the Greek Orthodox Church, clergy repre- 
sentatives of the Carpatho-Russian and Rumanian Orthodox Churches, and Arch- 


priest Georg Grabbe representing the Russian Orthodox Church. K.P.S., Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN British Church Leaders send Telegrams to Ecumenical Patriarch 


(London) - At the meeting of the Executive Committee of the British Council of 
Churches held on September 28th, 1955, it was resolved to send the following tele- 
gram to His All-Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople: 


"The Executive Committee of the British Council of Churches at its meeting on 
September 28th learned with great sorrow of the suffering that has come to the 
Holy Orthodox Church in Istanbul and Smyrna by the destruction of many sacred 
buildings and through injuries to members of the Holy Synod. It is our desire 
on behalf of the Anglican, Presbyterian and Free Churches represented in our 
Council to express our deep sympathy with your All-Holiness and the Holy Ortho- 
dox Church committed to your care at this time of sore loss and to assure your 
All-Holiness of remembrance in the prayers of many of the churches of these is- 
lands. We remain your brothers in Christ. Geoffrey Cantuar, President William 
londin, and Hugh Martin, chairman of Committees, Kenneth Slack, General Secretary." 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has also seni a telegram to the Ecumenical Pa- 
triarch of Constantinople expressing his grief and horror at the destruction of 
Orthodox churches in Istanbul. 


The Archbishop has expressed the hope that "all Christian people in Great 
Britain will support with their earnest prayers their Orthodox brethren in Istan- 
bul and the whole Orthodox Church in bearing this evil which has been inflicted 
upon them, and hopes that they will take any opportunity for giving practical 
help to them through the Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service of the British 
Council of Churches, or by other means." E.P.S., Geneva 


——< 
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SWIT ZERLAND Swiss Churches Express Sympathy with Greek Victims 


(Geneva) ~ The Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland has expressed 
its sympathy with the Greek Orthodox population of Istanbul and with the Ecume- 
nical Patriarchate of Constantinople in connection with the sufferings of Greek 


Orthodox Christians in Turkey. BeP.S., Geneva 
GREECE Evangelical Church Protests on Turkish Riots 


(Athens) - A message protesting the recent anti-Greek riots in Turkey was issued 
by the executive committee of the General Synod of the Greek Evangelical Church. 


The message called the riots a repetition "of the same evil spirit which up 
to 1923 slaughtered and maltreated thousands of Christians, Greeks and Armenians," 
and forced hundreds of thousands of them to leave their homes and become refugees. 
In closing, the message called on Christians everywhere to demand that the rulers 
of nations "bestow justice on the oppressed, protection on the threatened Chris- 


tians and the right for self--determination on all people." E.P.S., Geneva 
NORWAY Bishop Smemo i/rites to Patriarch Athenagoras 


(Oslo) - Bishop Johannes Smemo of the Church of Norway sent the following letter 
to His All Holiness Patriarch Athenagoras: "On the occasion of the terrific dan— 
ages and sufferings which have been inflicted on individuals, churches and church 
institutions in Istanbul the Church of Norway expresses its deep sorrcow and sym- 
pathy. Our church whole-heartedly joins in the claims for full compensation and 
for effective guarantee against recurrence of such events which have already been 
expressed by the World Council of Churches. We feel indeed that your burden is 
also our burden." BeP,Se, Geneva 


Opening of the lourth Course of the Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies. 


(Bossey) - Thirty-three theological students from thirteen different countries 
have registered for the fourth course (1955/1956) et the Gradvate School of Ecu- 
menical Studies at Bossey, near Geneva. There are students from Australia, Ger- 
many, England, Greece, Holland, India, Japan, the Cameroons, Canada, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Sweden and the U.S.A. The students belong to the following denomi- 
nations: Anglican, Episcopal, Evangelical—Reformed Church of the U.S.A., Congre- 
gational, Lutheran, Methodist, Orthodox, Presbyterian, Swedish Mission Church 
and three foom united or union churches. 


The new term began on October lst, the opening being attended by Professor 
J. Courvoisier, Dean of the Theological Faculty of Geneva University, and by re- 
presentatives of the National and Free Churches of Geneva and of the Canton of 
Vaud, of the Old Catholic Church in Switzerland, of the Reformed Church of France, 
and of the World Council of Churches. 


The basic theme of the new course is the problem of ecumenical theology. 
During the course this theme will be dealt with from the aspect of the Reformed, 
Anglican, Lutheran and Orthodox Churches, and also from the standpoint of differ 
ent. sects. Lectures will be given by Dr. W.A. Vissor 't Hooft, General Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches ("What is the ecumenical movement?"), Canon S.L. 
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Greenslade, England ("The Apostolic Fathers studied from the ecumenical point of 
view"), Professor H.D. Wendland, Germany, and Professor k, Craig, South Africa 
("Studies in the concepts and issues of 'Responsible Society'"), Professor B.G.M. 
Sundkler, Sweden ("The young churches of Africa"), Professor Verkhovsky of the 
Orthodox Seminary of St. Vladimir in New York ("The Orthodox Church"), and the 
Fev. H.S. Paul, Assistant Director of the Ecumenical Institute ("The Christian 
sects"). 


The new Director of the Ecumenical Institute, Professor H.H. Wolf, will deal 
with the question of the concept and use of the Bible in different communions. He 
introduced the main theme of the new course with a lecture entitled "In what sense 
can one speak of an ecumenical theology?" This does not involve a new theological 
discipline, but within the special framework of Bossey it means explaining the 

theology of the Christian Church as it should be elucidated in every theological 
seminary; which means that all the Churches must move forward to a common con- 
fession in the light of Holy Scripture. This means that the ecumenical movement 
(and the World Council of Churches) is not the Una Sancta; it is not the univer- 
sal Christian Church. The ecumenical concern expressed in the Graduate School at 
Bossey is only an instrument in the service of Christian unity, whose aim is to 
guide the Christian churches in the right direction as they struggle together to 
attain Christian truth through the Bible. In this way the danger of mere inter- 
confessionalism can be avoided. One can only study theology in the light of the 
reality of the Church. Theology must have an ecumenical outlook and an ecumenical 
perspective. Ecumenical theology, as a subject on the curriculum, can therefore 
have only one basis: the churches! common desire that it should become the cons- 
cience of all the disciplines of theology. 


Po St ARS ay: eg ee aa-—- 5 2 oe 
ee" = ES ae ESA oe ms ae: ee 


Sete ee a ee ST : 
Mela a OE Sa 


Se oe eae 
ee ee 


Saat 2." Rec. iee 
ee See eee 


In his sermon at the opening of the new course, in the chapel at Bossey, Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft stressed the importance of not forgetting - in the midst of all 
our theological studies - that the knowledge of God ultimately depends on obe- 


ar 


dience to our Lord's commandment: "Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of : 
God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein." E.P.S., Geneva : 
The Churches and the General Assembly of U.N. ; 


(New York) - A memorandum on issues of concern to the churches in the Tenth Ses» .~ 
sion of the U.N. General Assembly was sent to some 600 U.N. Assembly delegates 

on the eve of the 10th Anniversary Session by the New York office of the Commis-— 
sion of the Churches on International Affairs. The memorandum, which was also _ 
sent to church leaders in 70 countries, summarizes the background of 32 items on 
the provisional agenda of the U.N. Assembly, and relates toa these certain perti- 
nent ecumenical statements which offer a basis for the C.C.I.A. position. 


Se eres ert Sees een 


In an accompanying letter to heads of delegations, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, 
director of the Commission, assured the delegates that "in many churches special 
prayers will be offered. and special studies undertaken during the period when the 
Gemeral Assembly is in session." He also stated that he and other C.C.1.A. offi- 
cers would be available during the Tenth Session "for such consultation as may 

“prove desirable" on Assembly topics in which the churches are concerned. 


Particular emphasis is placed on the importance of disarmament and related 
processes of peaceful settlement and peaceful change, a subject featured at the 
C.C.1.A. Executive Committee Meeting in Switzerland last July (see E.P.S. No.32). 
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In a statement on this subject adopted by the Committee, and subsequently adopted 
as its own by the Central Committee of the World Council-of Churches, it is argued 
that two processes are both indispensahle and complementary: (1) the process where- 
by all armaments will be progressively reduced under adequate intermational in- 
spection and control; (2) the process of developing and securing international 
acceptance of methods for peaceful settlement anc change to rectify existing in- 
justices, particularly in situations where military conflict has arisen. The state- 
ment urges commitment to the goal of disarmament but warns against the dangers of 
superficial and unworkable agreements. 


The United Nations is urged in the statement to establish an international 
commission of scientists and technicians to identify the essential scientific re- 
quirements for an adequate system. Their findings would be indispensable in de- 
vising trustworthy and politically acceptable agreements. They would also provide 
a basis for testing the readiness of governments to cooperate in a system for the 
reduction of armaments under trustworthy international inspection and control. 


The statement recognizes that the achievement of a sound system of control, 
will doubtless require time. Nations should meanwhile, it is argued, seek ways 
whereby they can cooperate voluntarily and whereby compliance of all parties can 
be tested by day-to-day performance. These could include exchange of military 
information and various types of inspection, involving the minimum of risk and the 
maximum opportunity for progress in relieving tensions and the threat of military 
action. 


In addition to urging the development of methods of peaceful settlement as 
an essential complement to the reduction of armaments, the memorandum on the U.N. 
General Assembly cites new actions by the C.C.1.A. Executive Committee bearing 
on technical and financial assistance for underdeveloped countries, action to 
safeguard human rights, measures to care for and resettle refugees, the applicas« 
tion of the principle of self-determination, and the question of universality of 
U.N. membership. : 


The Commission will be represented at the Assembly by Dr. Nolde, Dr. Richard 
M. Fagley, Dr. Elfan Rees, and Mr. A. Dominique Micheli. B.P.S., Geneva 


United Bible Societies! Meeting 


The "United Bible Societies" (U.B.S.) held a regional conference at Boldern, 
near Zurich, Switzerland, in September. It was followed by the annual meeting of 
its Standing Committee. 


The regional conference was attended by eighty representatives from Bible 
Societies and agencies in seventeen countries. The delegates came from most Euro- 
pean countries, including Eastern Germany and Hungary. Lebanon, Algeria, South 
Africa and the U.S.A. were also represented. 


Two main subjects were considered. One was the missionary responsibility of 
the Bible Societies for distribution of the Scriptures at home and abroad, with 
special emphasis in several reports on the work of the Bible Societies in countries 
like Norway, Austria and Eastern Germany. The other main subject was the need for 
closer cooperation hetween Bible Societies and churches in the effort to restore 
the Bible as the centre of the life of the churches and of individuals. This was 
considered particularly in the light of the part played by the Bible Societies in 
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the movement for rediscovering the Bible, which is active in several countries 
of continental Europe as well as in Great Britain. 


Reports and films about work in the mission field (Japan, Mcslem areas, 
Africa, South America) helped delegates to appreciate the importance and urgency 
of distributing the Bible in missionary areas. The accounts of new developments 
in Bible Society work in Russia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and HKoumania were re- 
ceived with great appreciation. These included the information that considerable 
quantities of Scriptures printed in Hungary have recently been sent from that 
country to Czechoslovakia and Roumania, and that editions of the Scriptures are 
in preparation in Russia. 


Among those present at the conference were Bishop Berggrav of Norway, Presi- 
dent of the United Bible Societies; the Rev. Dr. W.J. Platt, General Secretary of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, Baron F.L.S.F. van Tuyll van Serooskerken, 
General Secretary of the Netherlands Bible Society, the Rev. Paul A. Collyer, one 
of the General Secretaries of the American Bible Society, and Monsieur Olivier 
Béguin, General Secretary of the United Bible Societies. 


On this occasion a special exhibition of current illustrated editions of the 
Bible was arranged. Consideration of the subject of illustration led to the re- 
commendation that the United Bible Secieties appoint a special commission to un- 
dertake a study of the whole question of illustrabing the Bible. 


At the Standing Committee one of the main items considered was the applica- 
tion from the Hungarian Bible Council for membership in the United Bible Socie- 
ties. After full discussion with the General Secretary of the Hungarian Bible 
Council, Professor Dr. I. Kadar, the Standing Committee agreed unanimously to 
recommend to the U.B.S. Council that the Hungarian Bible Council be accepted into 
membership. 


Plans were agreed upon for the first period of work of the recently appoint— 
ed U.B.S. Study Secretary, the Rev. k.H. Robertson, who is to work in conjunc- 
tion with the WCC-IMC Division of Studies. The emphasis during his first year 
of work is to be on the study of the relevance of the Bible to western scientific 
secularism. This is to be followed during his second year by extensive travel in 
Asia and Latin America in order to study relations to non-Christian religions. 


The Committee decided to hold its next meeting in Indonesia in September 
1956, and to accept the invitation of the Brazil Bible Society for its next Coun- 
cil meeting to be held in Brazil in 1957. E.P.S., Geneva 


World-wide W.C.C. Study Project Sponsored 


A gift of $ 260,000 from John D. Rockefeller, Jr., to the World Council of 
Churches, will make it possible to carry on several international studies -- no- 
notably in the countries of Asia, Africa and South America -- during the coming 
three years. 

The Director of the World Council's Study Division, which will direct the 
studies, is Dr. Fobert S. Bilheimer, of New York, who was the Executive for the 
Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches which met at Evanston, Illinois, 
in 1954. 


The gift from Mr. Rockefeller includes grants for the following purposes: 
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1) For the special study of the Christian responsibility in areas of "rapid 
social change", especially in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, This is the main 
project of the Division of Studies for the next three years. It is to be carried 
on by the World Council's Department on Church and Society within the Division 
of Studies. The Executive Secretary of the Department is the Rev, Paul Abrecht 
(see also EPS No. 32). | 


2) For other study projects in the field of the Unity of the Church, the 
World Mission of the Church and Christianity and War. 


3) For housing accomodation for the staff of the Ecumenical Institute at 


Bossey near Geneva. . E.P.S., Geneva 
U.5.0R. Meeting between German-Evangelical and Russian—-Orthodox 
Christians 


(Diisseldorf) - The main purpose of the visit to Fussia undertaken by leaders of 
the Evangelical Church of Germany early this autumn was to have conve rsations 
with the Russian-Orthodox theologians (see #.P.S. No. 5). 


Everywhere there was readiness to seek and to find — although there was 
some hesitation about theological matters", writes one of the Germans who took 
part, Pastor Giinther Heidtmann, in "Kirche in der Zeit" (the information bulletin 
of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland, September 1955). They visited Moscow, 
Leningrad, Kiev and Odessa, and Figa, capital of the Latvian Soviet Republic, 
was also visited for the first time since the war. 


Metropolitan Gregor of Leningrad was of the opinion that "in Protestant 
theology the determining factor was understanding based on reason, whereas Ortho- 
dox theology was based mainly on "faith as expressed in dogma", The German visi- 
tors endeavoured to explain the changes which have taken place during the last 
40 years in Protestant theology, and its present position. The spokesmen for the 
German delegates were mainly Professor Iwand of Gortingen and Dr. Lang. The Or- 
thodox theologians enquired about the Protestant conception of the Ministry, of 
Holy Communion, of the Saints and of Mary the mother of Christ; they also asked 
what was the criterion of truth for the exposition of the Bible in the German 
churches, what importance is attached to liturgy, and what role is placed by the 
theology of the Early Church in contemporary Protestant theology. 


At the theological academy in Leningrad, and at the college of the lussian 
Orthodox Church at Sagorsk, near Moscow, the Germans emphasised the "new are 
which had arisen as the result of the "crisis in preaching" - i.e. as the out- 
come of the "real discovery of the Christian faith during the church struggle", 
and of "the responsibility of the Church and of theology for the problems and 
needs of the world today". 


Concerning preaching in the Orthodox Church in Soviet Fussia, Pastor Heidt- 
mann writes: "In the services a powerful spiritual movement is predominant, which 
springs from the liturgy itself." But it is also expressed "in the prayers, in 
the singing, and in the congregation's participation in the whole service." In 
all the churches the congregation sang the Lord's Prayer, the Nicene Creed and a 
number of chants. The whole of the service consists of liturgy and forms, as it 
were, a representation of the "Heilsgeschichte", because in Russia the liturgy 


itself is intended to be a form of preaching. But there is a sermon too "which is 


acclaimed by the congregation with the words ‘we thank you'". 
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During the meetings between the German theologians amd the leaders of the 
Russian Church, the tensions existing between their two countries during recent 
years were also discussed. 


On one Sunday the German delegation attended the service of the Baptists 
and Evangelical Christians, who have a fairly large church hall in a side-street 
in Moscow. Pastor Hardtmann writes that the congregation impressed then as being of 
high spiritual quality. 


The visit to Riga and the Lutheran Church in Latvia was in fulfilment of a 
special request of the German delegates. It was arranged on the invitation of 
Philaret, the Rhussian-Orthodox Bishop of Riga. "The work of the Lutheran pastors 
is restricted to their original congregations. But Archbishop Turs can delegate 
particular pastors for special work in a different congregation from time to time. 
They very much regret that they are unable to print a catechism." 


During their visit to President G.G. Karpow, the head of the Soviet Union's 
Department for Orthodox Church Affairs, the German delegates were given a glimpse 
into the relations between Church and state. In their discussions President Kar- 
pow constantly emphasised that "in the Soviet Union Church and State are separate. 
The Church is independent in all its decisions, for instance, with regard to its 
attitude to the World Council of Churches". He assured the delegation several 
times of his interest in "definite relations between the churches in the Soviet 
Union and those in other countries" and assured them that his Department would do 
its utmost to support and extend such relations, which, he said, need not in any 


way undermine the firmness of their confessional beliefs. | B.P.S., Geneva 
SWIT ZERLAND Consecration of Old Catholic Bishop 


(Olten) ~ The consecration of Urs Kilry, as bishop of the Old Catholic Church of 
Switzerland, was held on Sunday, September 25th, in the spacious Church of Saint- 
Martin, Olten. The ceremony, which lasted three and a half hours, was attended 
by two thousand people, not including those who had to stand outside. Councillors 
of State from a number of Swiss cantons were conspicuous among the congregation, 
accompanied by ushers with the colours of the cantons. The consecration was per- 
formed by His Grace Andreas Finkel, Archbishop of Utrecht, assisted by E, Lager- 
wey, Bishop of Deventer, and by the Bishop of Bonn, J.J. Demmel. Among the other 
bishops present was the Lord Bishop of Fulham (representing the Archbishop of 
Canterbury). The kev. Raymond E. Maxwell represented the American Episcopal 
Church and the World Council of Churches. 


After the ceremony 800 ecclesiastical and civic authorities attended a ban- 
quet at which they presented their good wishes to the new Bishop. Messages re- 
ceived included one from the Patriarch of Constantinople and one from the Ortho- 
dox Church of Bulgaria. Bishop Urs Kiury responded, taking as his motto as he 
entered upon his new office, "Let us speak the truth in love". (Eph. 4,15). 

. B.P.S., Geneva 


NIGERIA South Indian Church Leader to Visit Nigerian Church 


(Lagos) - The Nigeria Church Union Committee has invited the Right Rev. D.H. 
Sumitra, Moderator of the Church of South India, to visit Nigeria. He has accep- 
ted the invitation and will arrive at Enugu on October 15th. Bishop Sumitra will 
be present at the Consecration of Archdeacon Nkemena as Assistant Bishop on the 
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Niger, at Onitsha. He will visit each of the three Regions, spend two days in 
Accra, and in December attend the meeting of the Church Union Committee. 


The Church of South India came into being in 1947 by a union of Anglican and 
Methodist Churches in S. India and the "South India United Church", itself a 
union o& the Congregational and Presbyterian Churches of South India. The Modera- 
_tor of the C.S.I., the Right Rev. D.H. Sumitra, is an Indian. From 1920 onwards 
he took an active part in the talks which led to the union in 1947. When the Church 
of South India was inaugurated he was appointed Bishop of Cuddapah and Chitoor 
now called the Diocese of Rayalaseema. 


The Union Committee's object in inviting Bishop Sumitra is to enable people 
in Nigeria who are interested in Church Union to hear at first hand some of the 


experiences of a Church which has achieved union. Eis Pe Ov GENS Ta 
HUNGARY Centenary Celebrations of Budapest Theological Faculty 


(Budapest) - During the celebrations of the Theological Faculty of Budapest on 
the occasion of its 100th anniversary, visiting churchmen from abroad were awar- 
ded doctor's degrees. The recipients of degrees included Methodist Bishop C. 
Bromley Oxnam of Washington (USA); Dr. James E. Wagner of Philadelphia (USA), 
President of the Evangelical and Reformed Church; Dr. John A, Mackay (USA), Pre- 
sident of the World Presbyterian Alliance and of the International Missionary 
Council; Dr. John Baillie (Scotland), a President of the World Council of Chur- 
ches; Pastor Pierre Maury (Paris) of the French Reformed Church; Dr. Hendrikus 
Berkhof of Driebergen, Director of the Theological Academy of the Dutch Reformed 
Church; Prof. Dr. Karl Barth of Basel (Switzerland); Dr. D.T. Niles, Superinten- 
dent of the Methodist Church in Ceylon; Prof. Stefan Zankow of Sofia (Bulgaria); 
Pastor Dr. Martin Niemdller (Germany), President of the Evangelical Church of 
Hesse-Nassau; Dr. Otto Eissfeld, Professor of Old Testament theology at the Uni- 
versity of Halle (East Germany), and Dr. Ethelbert Stauffer, Professor of New 
Testament theology at the University of Erlangen (Germany ). 


The degrees of Dr. Niles, Dr. Maury and Dr. Mackay were conferred ‘in ah- 
sentia'. 


The ceremony at the Theological Faculty was one of a number of impressive 
meetings, Large numbers of Hungarian Protestants took part and visitors from 
other countries who had attended the centenary were among the speakers. They 
included Prof. Joseph Hromadka (Czechoslovakia) and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 
(General Secretary of the World Council of Churches), Bishop Jan Chabada and 
Professor Jan Michalko (Czechoslovakia). The associated meetings were held in 
Budapest, in the great church in Debreczen, and before crowded congregations in 
country parishes. Receptions were also organized by the state and ecclesiastical 
authorities. 


Visitors from abroad declared that they were strongly impressed by the great 
love shown in parishes of the Reformed Church towards the Faculty of Theology. 
They said that the state had made a considerable contribution towards the erec-— 
tion of a new building for the faculty but that many gifts in money and kind had 
also come from the parishes. Crowded churches in all places where they had spoken 
were impressive evidence of the deep attachment of Hungarian Christians to the 
ecumenical movement. E.P.o-, Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Anglican-Presbyterian Conversations 


(Edinburgh) - Renumed conversations between delegates appointed by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury in accordance with Resolutions passed by the Convocations of Can- 
terbury and York, and delegates appointed by authority of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland were held in Edinburgh from September 26th to 29th, 
Appointed representatives of the Episcopal Church in Scotland and of the Presby- 
terian Church of England were also present as full members of the conference. 


A statement issued after the conversations says: 


"The representatives of the four conferring Churches, having in past confer- 
ences explored and registered the substantial agreements already existing in 
faith, doctrine and practice, and having declared their intention eventually to 
propose further steps towards union, proceeded in this Conference to consider 
the difficult matters in regard to which there is at presence divergence. 


"Papers were submitted and discussed in which the spokesmen of the respect- 
ive Churches taking part suggested the changes which in their view would be 
needed in the Churches of the other tradition, and also what changes in the con- 
stitution and practice of their own Church would be required, if the goal of 
inter-communion, leading on to full unity, were to be reached. 


"The discussions, on this occasion perhaps more than previously, came to 
grips with the essential problems. It is hoped that after further meetings it 
may be possible to submit for the consideration of the authorities of the four 
Churches concerned, proposals directed towards the achievement of fuller unity 
in accordance with the mind of Christ. 


‘Meanwhile the members of the Conference emphasise the great need for con- 
tinued prayer in the respective Churches for God's guidance in this work. Accord- 
ingly they appeal to clergy and ministers to take steps to familiarise their 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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people with the issues of rennion, and to build up an informed body of Christian 
conviction on the subject." 


Among those present at the Conference on behalf of the Church of England 
were the Bishops of Durham, Derby, Manchester and Leicester, and the Rev. Canon 
Oliver S. Tomkins, Warden of Lincoln Theological College. Representatives of the 
Church of Scotland included the Very Rev. Principal John Baillie, and the Rev. 
Dr. A.C. Craig. Others participating were the Bishop of Brechin (Episcopal Church 
in Scotland) and the Rev. Principal R.D. Whitehorn (Presbyterian Church of Eng- 
land). The Bishop of Derby and Principal Baillie acted as altermating chairmen 
at the meetings. K.~P.S., Geneva 


Meetings of Theological Commission on Christ 
and the Church 


The search for a new ecumenical understanding of the nature and unity of 
the Church in the light of the central Christian doctrine of Jesus Christ is 
being carried on by twenty-seven theologians of the World Council's Faith and 
Order Commission. The North American and European sections of this commission met 
in August and September in Greenwich, Conn., and lund, Sweden, respectively. 


Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund, the chairman of the ®uropean section, expressed 
the belief on which this study is based: "When we speak of the unity of the Church, 
then we speak of Christ and His Spirit". The practical application of this affir- 
mation to questions of existing divisions can make a great impact on the Churches, 
he concluded. The printer's proof-—copies of his book "Christ and His Church", to 
be published by Westminster Press, U.S.A., was one of four documents studied by 
the commission. The others were by Prof. Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg and Profs. 
T.F. Torrance and James Barr of Edinburgh. 


Similarly the North American group, of which Prof. Robert L. Calhoun of Yale 
Divinity School is chairman, discussed papers by Prof. F.V. Filson of McGormick 
Seminary, Chicago, Prof. Nels Ferré of Vanderhilt and Prof. W.N. Pittenger of 
General Theological Seminary, New York. The latter asserted: "As in the person of 
our Lord the Divine Word has for instrument of self-expression the full humanity 
of one of our own kind, so the Church is the instrument for the self-expression 


of our Lord." B.P.5., Geneva 
GERMANY The Ecumenical Work of the German "Landeskirchen" 


(Frankfurt) - The strengthening of the ecumenical idea in the German churches was 
the concem of a conference attended by the ecumenical secretaries of all the 
"Landeskirchen" belonging to the Evangelical Church in Germany. It was held at 
the Evangelical Academy at Armoldshain from October 5th to 7th. The participants 
at this meeting, which had been convened hy the Foreign Office at Frankfurt-am- 
Main, expressed their desire to go on cooperating in this field. 


The main purpose of the Conference was to provide an opportunity for the ex- 
change of practical experiences and for discussion on the progress of ecumenical 
work in the German "Landeskirchen", The leader of the Conference, Dr. Hanfried 
Kruger of Frankfurt-am-Main, gave a talk m "Problems of the American Churches 
today". Professor Peter Brunner of Heidelberg dealt with "The Unity of the Church 
and the Creation of Fellowship within It". Pastor W. Menn, of Frankfurt-am-Main 
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spoke on "Church and Free Church". Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, Director of the Study 
Division of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, 
spoke on the follow-up of the Evanston Assembly and on future ecumenical studies. 
Commenting on the meeting, Dr. Bilheimer said: "A noteworthy aspect of the dis- 
cussion was the report of extensive ecumenical work in Eastern Germany (German 
Democratic Republic). Wide-spread meetings following the Evanston Assembly were 
noted. Appreciation was expressed for the Ecumenical Institute's meetings in Berlin." 
E.P.o., Geneva 


INDIA Christians Called "Pioneers in India's Economic Development" 


(Ghaziabad) - Tribute to the contribution Indian Christians have made under mission- 
ary leadership to the building of India as a nation was paid by K. Chengalroya 

Reddy, Minister for Production. The Cabinet member was the key speaker at the 

second All-India Conference on Economic Development sponsored by the National Christ- 

ian Council of India and attended by delegates from all parts of the country. 


"Yours is a fit body to help the government in its new five-year plan for 
the economic uplift of our millions of countrymen," Mr. Reddy said. "Indian Christ- | 
ians in the past were pioneers in such activities, offering both experience and 
trained personnel, and their work among the poorer people of the country provides 3 
them with a knowledge that enables them to offer good counsel to the government." 


Government interest and cooperation in the conference was indicated by the 
presence of T.T. Krishnamachari, Minister for Industry, and the secretary of the ik 
government's community development programme. Chalakudy Paulose Matthen, a member 
of Parliament, presided at the sessions. 


yt 

In resolutions the delegates called for: formulation by the National Christ- | if 

ian Council of a new five-year, instead of a 10-year plan, with a review of its 
achievements after three years; and strengthening of existing technical institu- 
tions and the founding of a few others in strategic regions to meet the growing 
} neeu for trained personnel. 


The first conference of this kind, held in 1946, led to a 10-year programme 


for Christian participation in India's economic development. HeP.Se, Geneva i 
i 
i 
USSR Armenian Church Elects Supreme Catholicos 
4 


(Etchmiadzin) - Bishop Vazgen Baljian, Primate (Aratchnord) of the Armenians of 
Rumania and Bulgaria was elected Supreme Catholicos of All Armenians by the Arme- 
nian national ecclesiastical assembly on September 30th in the Cathedral at Etch- 
miadzin. Out of 137 delegates from many countries 125 voted for the election of 
Bishop Baljian. 


Se 


a hin 


The new Catholicos was born in 1907 at Fodosto (Tekirdag) in Turkey, and 
graduated at the University of Bucharest, where he studied philosophy and litera- 
ture. He was for some years engaged in teaching and literary work, especially in 
connection with the history of the Armenian Church. After his ordination as 
Wardapet (iVardapet is a teacher with the special task to guard the doctrine) in 
1943, he was elevated to the rank of Great (or Arch) Wardapet in 1948 and conse- 
crated Bishop in 195l. BeP.S., Geneva 
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- GERMANY . Association of Heads of Laymen's Institutes Founded 


ie EP hee nia, 


(Bad Boll) - An "Association of Heads of Protestant Laymen's Institutes and Aca- 
demies in Europe" has been founded at Bad Boll. It includes the heads of Pro- 
testant Laymen's Institutes and Academies in Norway, Sweden, Finland, England, 
Holland, France and Switzerland, The idea was originated by Olov Hartmann, Direc- 
tor of the Sigtuna Foundation in Sweden. He declared that it was essential to 
create a "high-voltage network" in Germany, through which the work of the Evan- 
gelical Academies could be passed on to all the other countries in Europe. 


The Association will be run by a committee whose members include Eberhard 
Miller (Germany), Olov Hartmann (Sweden), A.W. Kist (Holland), Pierre Lochard 
(France) and H.J. Rinderknecht (Switzerland). The next meeting of the Association 
Will be held in 1956 at the Institute of "Kerk en Wereld", Driebergen (near 


Utrecht), Holland. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY The Oldest Bible - and the Latest 


(Mainz) - Nearly 300 hand-written and printed Bibles are at present on view in 
the exhibition at Mainz entitled "The Book of Books"; the oldest one among them 
is the "Book of Kells" from Ireland. It is written by hand in Latin, and illumi- 
nated with miniatures from the 9th century. 


The newest Bible in the exhibition is a New Testament published this year 
in Swedish, illustrated with drawings by Rembrandt. B.P.S., Geneva 


Meeting of Roman Catholic Bishops in the Northern Countries 


For the first time since the Reformation, Roman Catholic bishops in the 
Northern countries met to discuss common problems. Denmark received its first 
Roman Catholic bishop in 1953. Later Norway, Sweden, and Finland followed. 


Today, there are 52,000 Roman Catholics in the Northern countries, though 
a quarter of this number were not born there, but have come as immigrants or 
refugees. There have been relatively few conversions to Roman Catholicism in the 
Northern countries. Denmark has 27.000 Foman Catholics, Sweden 18.000, Norway — 
5.000 and Finland 2.000. Two-thirds of Sweden's Roman Catholics are aliens who 


came to Sweden during or after the last war. B.P.S., Geneva 
TURKEY | Further Messages of Sympathy to Orthodox Church 


Throughout the Christian world, the recent devastation of churches and church 
property in and near Istanbul continues to call forth protest and sympathy (see 
Bs PeSe No. 936). | 


According to a communiqué published in the newspaper "Ivestia" and broad- 
cast by the TASS Agency, the Russian Orthodox Church has expressed its deep sym- 
pathy with the Greek Orthodox Church following the recent tragic events in Istan- 
bul and Izmir, during which Orthodox churches were set on fire and priests were 
injured. . 


"We express our sorrow", says the communiqué, “towards the Church of Con- 
stantinople, the Mother Church, on which we have depended for centuries and with 
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which we are in close contact. We pray that God will prevent the outbreak of more 
evil and will maintain the Greek people in the way of the Holy Christian Faith." 
The message is signed by the Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia, Alexius, and the 
permanent members of the Holy Synod. 


His Beatitude the Archbishop of Greece, Mgr. Spyridon, has received a tele- 
gram from Patriarch Vincent of the Serbian Orthodox Church, in which he expresses 
his deep sorrow for the sufferings of the Greek people in Istanbul. Patriarch 
Vincent condemns the cruelties visited on Christians, which, as he emphasises, 
"constitute a heavy blow against the spiritual values of all mankind." 


In accordance with a resolution adopted by the Holy Synod of the Syrian 
Antiochean Orthodox Church, September 25th was kept as a day of mourning for the 
victims of the recent anti-Greek riots in Turkey. 


The Synod also voted to send a strongly-—worded protest to the United Nations 
and to members of the diplomatic corps in the Syrian and Lebanese capitals. 


"The Holy Father at all times feels sorrow and sympathy towards Christians 
who suffer, wherever they are insulted and persecuted, and whenever he hears word 
that such violence, trials and afflictions have overtaken them." 


These words form part of a telegram received from His Holiness Pope Pius XII 
by the Archbishop of Greece, Mgr. Spyridon. 


"To all who have from time to time become victims of such atrocities and 
brutalities", the telegram goes on, "he sends the tender sympathy of his fatherly 
heart, fervently praying that God may protect all Christians from every kind of 


extremety and oppression." BeP.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY Freedom in Broadcasting 


-(Loccum) -'The Churches' mission makes it incumbent upon them, as bodies indepen- 


dent of the state, to accept responsibility for, and to cooperate in, shaping 
broadcasting policy." This statement is one of the main conclusions reached at the 
close of a conference on the relationbetween the Church and broadcasting. The con- 
ference was organised jointly by the Evangelical Academy for Broadcasting and Tele- 
vision and the Director of Catholic Broadcasting in Germany at the end of Septem- 
ber at the Evangelical Academy at Loccum (Hanover), its main subject being "Freedom 
in Broadcasting", 


The statement goes on to say that the Churches' responsibility "must have 
such a firm legal basis that it is removed from the vicissitudes of politics and 


_ parliamentary- changes." 


The correspondence on "The Church and Broadcasting" in the Evangelical Press 
Service (epd) of October 3rd states that, in the course of the "lively discussions" 
at this meeting (organised under the joint auspices of the Protestant and Roman 
Catholic Churches) an attempt was made to reconcile the differences of opinion 
existing between the representatives of the churches, of the broadcasting autho- 
rities and of the political parties. 
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The Loccum Conference on "Freedom in Broadcasting" is particularly important 
because it was attended by over a hundred persons who are influential in broad- 
casting, television, the press, the political parties, the Federal Government of 
Western Germany, the Churches and the world of science. 


Dr. Anton Bohm of the "Rheinischer \ierkur"', one of the representatives of 
the press, expressed the opinion that "the State today is exercising permanent 
aggression against the free society." Professor Kidder, of Frankfurt-am-Main, a 
state lawyer, introduced further arguments into the discussion by emphasising 
that among the independent cultural bodies which are together responsible for 
broadcasting and television, the Churches occupy a special place, because "they 
are no longer dependent on the state but recognised as “autonomous bodies which 
have attained the status of partners with equal rights." Werner von Lojewski, 
director of the Press Department of the Christian Democratic Union, declared that 
"the Churches! right to have their own interests directly represented" must be 
recognised. This had nothing to de with "clericalism". 


The political representatives expressed misgivings as to whether the Chur- 
ches, "which were perhaps no longer able to exercise direct influence on people", 
were now trying to secure influence over other institutions such as broadcasting, 
which existed for purposes of general culture. This argument met with "energetic 
opposition", the Evangelical Press Service goes on to say. H.P.S., Geneva 


Important Decisions at World YWCA Council 


The most important legislative action of the World YWCA Council, which met 
in England in September, was the acceptance of a revised Constitution. This secmd 
main revision of the Constitution since 1898 was the result of a long process of 
preparatory work carried out by the Executive Committee in full consultation with 
National Associations. The text submitted to the Council, and unanimously adopted, 
provides for certain important changes of structure and of legistative procedure. 
It gives the World YWCA a new formulation of its Trinitarian Basis in the terms 
of the three main clauses of the Apostles Creed, and a clearer definition of its 
principles and functions. The discussion on the document, while showing some lack 
of agreement on wording in certain sections, showed an underlying unity of pur- 
pose and a determination to continue to study the questions which create tension 
within an ecumenical fellowship. As the Chairman of the Committee on the Constitu- 
tion said: "It is evident that the work on our Constitution must be considered 
as an ongoing process. We say in the Preamble that we ‘believe that unity among 
Christians is the will of God, and desire as a world movement to make a contribu- 
tion towards that unity’. But as yet we, as individuals, are members of the di- 
vided Church, and our task as we see it is to strengthen individual members in 
loyalty to their Church. Because our ecumenical experience is still very limited, 
it is only natural that adequate expression of it could not yet be found." 


Another item of great significance was the adoption of a statement of World 
YWCA Policy in regard to World Peace. National Associations had been invited to 
study the subject on the basis of preparatory material issued by the World YWCA 
under the title "The Dilemma of Peace". A group representative of fourteen diffe- 
rent countries met during the Council and prepared a draft which, after slight 
amendment, was unanimously approved. 


The Council elected the officers and Executive Committee members of the World 
YWCA for the next four years. A warm tribute was paid to the retiring President, 
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Miss Lilace Reid Barnes, of the U.S.A., whose term of office had come to an end 
after eight years. The newly elected President is the Hon. Isabel Catto, of 
Great Britain, who has travelled extensively in many parts of the world. She 
has been a member of the Executive Committee of the World YWCA since 1951. 


The meeting was attended by 300 delegates and accredited visitors from 
fifty different countries. It included official consultants or fraternal dele- 
gates from the United Nations, Unesco, the World Council of Churches, the World's 
Alliance of YMCAs, the world Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association, the International Missionary Council, the International Federation 
of the Girls! Friendly Society and the World Bureau of Girl Guides and Girl 


Scouts. ‘E.PeS., Geneva 
GERMANY "In spite of all our Diversities - we Remain United" 


The return visit paid by representatives of the Czech Churches oo the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (see E.P.S. No. 13) took them right across the West 
German Federal Republic to Hanover, ilestphalia, the Rheinland and Hesse-Nassau, 
and to Berlin, Dresden, Magdeburg and Wittenberg in the German Democratic Re- 
public, 


The Czech delegation included: Dr. Jan Chabada, General Bishop of the 
Slovak Lutheran Church; Superintendent Czymorek of the Lutheran Church in Sile- 
sia; Dr. Victor Hajek, Synodal Senior of the Evangelical Church of the Bohemian 
Brethren; Dr. Joesph Hromadka, Dean of the Comenius Faculty, Prague; Prof. 
Michalko, Dean of the Slovak Theological Faculty; Mr. Pospisil, Director of the 
Hus Seminary, Prague; Bishop Varga of the Reformed Church in Slovakia; Mr. Ziak, 
General Inspector of the Slovak Lutheran Church. 


In Frankfurt-am-liain the Czech delegation attended a service, at which Dr. 
Martin NiemoOller preached and welcomed the Czech guests. Bishop Varga of the 
Reformed Church in Slovakia preached in one of the Reformed Churches in Frank- 
furt:. 


"We are returning home feeling greatly enriched in our theological thought, 
and in our understanding of the Reformation and of the position of the EKD", 
said Professor Hromadka, head of the Czechoslovak delegation, at a reception 
given by Bishop Otto Dibelius at the end of their visit. 


Professor Hromadka stressed the fact that the Church wes the only force in 
Germany which could unite the two German republics. In particular the Czech 
delegates now realised the importance of the struggle of the Confessing Church, 
and this had given them a better understanding of the German problem, so that 
in future they could look to Germany with greater hope. Bishop Dibelius expressed - 
the hope that their guests from Czechoslovakia had become aware of four things 
especially: "that in Germany we are a united Church, which has remained one for 
ten years; that in spite of all our diversities we represent a unit in which 
Iutherans, Reformed and United Churches can stay together; that the desire for 
the Church to be spiritually independent is very strong all over Germany; and 
that the German Evangelical Church wishes to have contacts with Christian chur- 
ches in other countries." BeP.S., Geneva 
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CEYLON Christian Council Protests Against "Publicising Brutality" 


(Colombo) - Harmful publications and the sale of horror comics were condemned 
at the annual meeting of the National Christian Council of Ceylon recently held 
at Colombo. The Executive Committee of the Ceylon N.C.C. passed a resolution 
against "publicising brutality" and recommended it to its Social Welfare Com- 
mittee whth explicit direction for action. The resolution reads as follows: 


"The National Christian Council of Ceylon is of opinion that the wrong 
kind of publicity is now being given in our country to violence, brutality, 
loose sexual relationships and false values in conduct, in the Press and in 
films and that damagé has been caused by the publication of details concerning 
divorce cases. It is also concerned that a great deal of harm is being done by 
the publication and sale of horror comics. In view of such publicity causing a 
harmful effect, making crime and loose living attractive, and weakening the 
foundations of wholesome living in Ceylon, the National Christian Council of 
Ceylon appeals to all editors, publishers and cinema proprietors to be more 
discriminating in what they publicise, and to all well-disposed persons and 
organisations to cooperate with those who defend and seek to promote good taste 
and sound standards in journalism and the arts. We commend this resolution to 
the attention of the Government, the Ceylon National UNESCO Commission and all 
social workers for all necessary action." E.P.S., Geneva 


JAPAN Christian Writers' Workshop 


(Tokyo) - For the first time in Japan, Christian writers from all over the 
country gathered together to study and discuss methods, materials and purposes 
of writing Christian literature. Meeting at the Kutsukake Hoshino Spa, more 
than 80 men and women listened to lectures and participated in.small group dis- 
cussions. The conference was sponsored by the Literature Commission of Japan's 


National Council of Churches. E.P.S., Geneva 
THAT LAND A Pioneering Step 


For the first time an English-speaking “urion" church in a foreign country 
has become fully affiliated with the national Christian body of that country. 
By unanimous vote of the congregation, the International Church of Bangkok for- 
mally accepted the invitation of the Church of Christ of Thailand to become 
fully part of it. Announcing the move, which took place in July, Dr. Robbins 
W. Barstow, director of the National Council of Churches! Department of Ameri- 
can Communities Overseas (New York), said there had been many instances of 
effective relationships and cocperation between national churches and English- 
speaking "union" churches. "But this is the first occasion of a formal affilia- 
tion", he said. 


There are now some 75 churches for Americans living overseas, including 
denominational and "union" bodies. The Council's Department of American Comn-- 
munities Overseas aids them in their work and programmes, and helps to establish 
new churches. ; B.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM The Church of England and Proposals for Reunion 


At the Convocation of Canterbury in London on October llth, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, devoted his address from the chair, delivered 
in full synod, to the relations with the Church of South India. The action which 
the two Convocations of Canterbury and York took in July last (see EPS No. 28), 
acknowledged bishops, presbyters and deacons of the Church of South India as true 
bishops, presbyters and deacons in the Church of God. 


The action taken by the Convocations, the Archbishcp said, "had caused alarm 
to some and uneasiness to many more". The Archbishop therefore has been asked to 
Say something which might serve to abate this alarm and uneasiness. 


The uneasiness, the Archbishop went on to say, is due to a feeling that 
"however right the decisions about the Church of South India may be, they are 
only a part of a much larger process and progression which, if not all wrong, is 
so dangerous as to be essentially un-Anglican and a threat to the Anglican 
tradition." 


In his reply the Archbishop suggested, "that the problem of inter-church re- 
lations in the Kingdom of God could no more be avoided than problems of racial 
relations all over the world." The Church of England was having conversations 
with the Church of Scotland and was about to have them with the Methodists. "Both 
of these were regarded ab initio with suspicion. Neither of them was however in 
the least likely to ignore theology. Nor were they likely to accept ingenious 
compromises," 


The Archbishop of Canterbury said that "no single member of a Convocation 
Wished to betray any single part of the truth committed to the Church. There were 
indeed critics in abundance to see that they did not." 


Lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is fo keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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"Yet it has been suggested that all this process is due to the pressure and 

the cunning machinations of a Pan-Protestant bench of bishops... There is no 

pressure, no subversive plot, not even any plan, except to deal with the next : 

thing as it arises. I] have, indeed, quite recently authorized official conver- 

sations with another Communion without consulting Convocation, and thereby per- | 

haps I have laid myself open to suspicion. 4 
. 
| 
| 
| 


"Next summer, conversations are to take place in Moscow between theologians 
of the Russian Orthodox Church and of the Church of England; and next year also 
I hope we shall resume in some form, in agreement with the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
the conversations with other Orthodox Churches which produced useful results 
before the war. 


"We have no intention whatsoever of abandoning any true part of our Catholic 
heritage; we have no inclination at all to any kind of what is called Pan-—Protest- 
antism; we are not trying to 'make terms' with Protestant denominations, nor, 
indeed, to bring about in any foreseeable future reunion with any of them in any 
organic body." 


In conclusion, the Archbishop said: "The really significant fact in all this 
is the great expansion of the area of Christendom wherein the essential truths 
of the Church's nature, structure, faith, worship, and ministry which make up the 
true Catholic heritage are coming to be understood and practised and lived by. 
And to this increase the Church of England by its faithful witness has made and 


is making a great contribution." H.P.S., Geneva 
PAKISTAN W.0.C. Helps Flood Victims 


Five thousand blankets for victims of floods in West Pakistan have been re- 
quested from member churches by the Division of Inter—Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


"Devastating floods destroyed food, clothing, houses of two million people 
in West Pakistan," a cable from the Rev. Clyde Stuntz, representative of the 
National Christian Council in Lahore, West Pakistan, to the World Council of Chur- 
ches says. According to the cable, 150,000 Christians are involved. Church 
World Service (USA) and the World Council of Churches have both sent money for 
emergency relief. The World Council of Churches is asking through inter-church 
aid channels in various parts of the world for blankets or funds for blankets. 


Autumn floods in India and Pakistan have been described as the worst in 
living history and "most certainly the worst in the last sixty or seventy years". 
HeP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY A New "House of Fellowship" 


The "Christliche Beobachter" of Nuremberg has published an article entitled 
"Hoping against Hope", describing a new "House of Fellowship" which is being 
opened in the Benedictine Abbey of Niederalteich, Bavaria, 


In cooperation with the Benedictine monastery at Chevetogne (Belgium), where 
the well-known paper "Irenikon" is published, this Abbey is working for the re- 
union of divided Christendom. Its primary task is to train people for apostolic 
work in the Eastern Orthodox Church. But since 1945 it has undertaken a second 


my 
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task arranging meetings between Catholics and Protestants. The new "House of 

Fellowship" will be used for both these purposes; the first study conference of 

prominent theologians from all three confessions will be held there shortly. 
B.P.S., Geneva 


GREECE Delegation of Serbian Orthodox Church to Visit Greece 


A delegation of the Serbian Orthodox Church, headed by Patriarch Vikentije, 
is leaving for Greece on October 23rd. 


The delegation will visit the island of Corfu, the Zejtinlik cementry (near 
Salonika) where 8,500 Yugoslav soldiers from the First and Second World Wars 
are buried, Mount Athos and Hilendar Monastery. The programme of the delegation's 
visit also includes an official call on the president of the Holy Synod of the 
Greek Orthodox Church, Metropolitan Spyridon. 


Patriarch Vikentije will be accompanied on this journey by 9 church digni- 
taries, including the Banat Bishop Visarion, the Budin Bishop German and the presi- 
dent of the Federation of the Orthodox Clergy, Rev. Milan Smiljanic. 

K.P.S., Geneva 


FRANCE New Retreat House Opened at Taizé 


On Sunday, September 25th, Pastor Marc Boegner, President of the French 
Protestant Federation, opened a new house at Taizé, which will be used for relig- 
ious retreats for men arranged by the Community at Taizé. 


The service on Sunday morning was attended by a very large congregation of 
Protestants from the surrounding district, and Pastor Boegner preached a moving 


sermon to a packed church. E.P.S., Geneva 
HUNGARY A Gesture of Reconciliation 


During a visit to Hungary, Pastor Niemoller, President of the Church in 
Hesse-Nassau, visited the Reformed Church at Hajduhadhaz, which was burnt by Ger- 
man troops during the war. The church is now being rebuilt, thanks to a subsidy 
of several hundred thousand florins from the Hungarian government. Nevertheless, 
Pastor Niemoller was deeply moved when he saw the damage that had been done, and 
begged the Pastor of the church to forgive the German people. 


During the last few days the General Secretary of the Evangelical Church in 
Hungary has received a letter from the Inter-Church Aid Department of the World 
Council of Churches, informing him that (at Pastor Niemdller's request) the 
Church in Hesse-Nassau had transferred to Hungary the sum of 1500 marks, as a 


gift towards the reconstruction of the church at Hajduhadhas. EeP.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES | All-White Church Names Negro Minister 


The all-white Methodist church of the village of Old Mystic, Connecticut, 
"made history by unanimously voting to invite the kev, Simon P. lWontgomery, a 
Negro, to become its pastor," writes the Religious Newsweekly of the National 
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Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Mr. Montgomery is the first Negro 
clergyman to be appointed minister of an all-white congregation in the Methodist 
Church. 


Roland Avery, chairman of the congregation's pastor relation committee, 
said the question of race was never mentioned in discussion of Mr. Montgomery 
for the post. "If a man has acquired the knowledge and learning, if he can do 
good for all of us and all our neighbours, regardless of his colour, that's 
good enough for us." 


In New York, Dr. J. Oscar Lee, director of the Department of Racial and 
Cultural Relations of the National Council of Churches, said there have previous- 
ly been a few isolated examples of ministerial appointments across racial lines. 
"Our primary concern," he commented, "is not to have Negro pastors serving white 
churches, or vice versa, but to have churches choose their ministers solely on 


the basis of ability and commitment to the Christian Gospel." HeP.S., Geneva 
CANADA Russian Metropolitan to Visit Canada 


(Toronto) — Orthodox Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsy and Kolomma in the U.S.S.R, 
will come to Canada in November at the invitation of the United Church of Canada, 


Dr. Ernest E. Long, secretary of the United Church's General Council, said 
the Metropolitan will be accompanied by Archbishop Paladius and two secretaries. 
The trip, he added, will mark the first visit of high-ranking Russian Orthodox 
officials to Canada in more than 25 years. "They are coming primarily as church- 
men representing one of the largest and most historic Christian bodies in the 
world," Dr. Long said. "We in the Church of Canada believe in the spirit of unity 
and we are sure that this visit will strengthen understanding and the ties of 
fellowship between us. While here, they also will discuss with us what we, as 
fellow Christians, can do to promote international understanding and goodwill as 


followers of the Prince of Peace." B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Visitation Between Russian and American Churches 


(Pittsburgh) - The prospect of a two-way visit by representatives of Russian and 
American churches was reported to the General Board of the National Council of 
Churches at its last meeting in Pittsburgh. Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, president 
of the Council, told the Board that the fussian Orthodox Church not only looked 
with favour upon a visit from American church leaders but had expressed a desire 
to make it a "two-way" visit by sending a delegation to the U.S.A. Dr. Blake 
added that it was believed such conferences could profitably be held in view of 
the present relaxation of tension between the East and the West. Such visitations, 
Dr. Blake said, had been urged by the World Council of Churches, "to strengthen 
the bonds of Christian fellowship and promote the reconciliation of the nations." 
Dr, Blake reported that he had explored the proposal of an American visit to 
Russia with the State Department, and that "it had raised no obstacle in prin- 
ciple to these consultations." Dr. Blake said he had communicated with His Holi- 
ness Alexius, Patriarch of Woscow and All Russia, and that the Russian Church 
not only was willing to receive a delegation from the American churches but had 
expressed a desire "on the basis of mutual cooperation" together with represent-— 
atives’ of other Christian churches of Russia "to visit the United States to 
obtain an idea about the religious life in this country." E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES American Churches and heligious liberty 


Executive officers of the National Council of Churches have been authorized 
to testify at U.S. Senate hearings on behalf of liberalizing U.S. immigration 
laws. The Council's General Board empowered Council executives to appear before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee at its public hearings on immigration and naturali- 
zation scheduled for the autumn, and to make known to the Senate group the position 
of the National Council, This position is outlined in a policy statement adopted 
in 1952, expressing the belief that Congress should make the immigration quota 
system more flexible, that all discriminatory provisions based on colour, race 
or creed be removed, and that Congress establish a system of fair hearings and 
appeals "respecting the issue of visas and deportation proceedings." 


Another resolution, presented by Mrs. Douglas Horton, placed the National 
Council on record as recognizing that "religion and civil liberties are inter- 
dependent and therefore indivisible." It called for defense of the rights and 
liberties of racial and religious minorities, and approval of the churches’ inter- 
pretation of the U.S. Constitution's First Amendment to mean that "church and 


state shall be separate and independent as institutions." It warned that "exercise i 
of both rights and liberties is subject to considerations of morality and to main-— 
tenance of public order and security." B.P.S., Geneva 
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THE SAAR How the Buropean Circle for Christian Information Works 


PO aes 


(Saarbriicken) - At its Conference this year in Saarbrticken held from October 13th 
to 16th, the European Circle for Christian Information (see E.P.S. No. 3, 1954) 
undertook a very interesting and responsible task in accordance with the purpose 
of the Circle, which is to arrange contacts between Protestant journalists from 
different European countries, in order to deepen the fellowship between them 
through mutual study of contemporary questions concerning the development of 
Europe, and thus to enable them to arrive at an objective understanding of 
European events. 
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So the thirty-five participants from Germany, England, France, Holland and 
Switzerland met in Saarbrucken a week before the plebiscite on the Saar Statute 
(on October 23rd), to gain a personal impression of the issues involved. Without 
taking sides in the matter, and from a neutral but responsible standpoint, the 
EBuropean Circle for Christian Information listened in closed session to what the 
different speakers of the political parties had to say about the forthcoming 
plebiscite. During the session which followed (also closed) the Protestant repre- 
sentatives of the press, radio and television had an opportunity to discuss what 
they had heard, of which they made good use. The Circle will continue to examine 
what practical conclusions can be drawn by a Protestant journalist, with a true 
sense of responsibility, for his future work. This conference gave one illustra- 
tion of how the Circle understands its task, 
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Such meetings are warmly welcomed by the participants, because they are 
valuable "ecumenical gatherings" of experts who are working for the Church and 
want to help the Pastors fulfil their spiritual office, by publishing constructive 
articles based on recognition of the Lord of the Church. 


seo ee eee 


The following were appointed as officers: van Schouwenburg (Holland), Presi- 
dent; Dr. von Imhoff (Germany), Secretary; Dr. Roger Ley (Switzerland), Mark Gibbs 
(England) and Pastor Rosenstiehl (France). E.P.S., Geneva 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA A Survey of Czechoslovak Protestantism 
(Prague) - "The churches in Czechoslovakia are carrying out the mission appointed 


to them by the Lord Jesus Christ in His teaching and life", writes Dr. Jan Chabada, 
General Bishop of the Slovak Evangelical Church (Augsburg Confession), in the 
nreface to an illustrated booklet published in English and German by the Prepera- 
tory Committee of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Czechoslovakia. This 
booklet "Yesterday and today" sets out to be a testimony of this fact. It is 
informative about the past and present of all the Protestant churches in Czecho- 
slovakia. Prof. J.L. Hromadka, Dean of the Comenius Theological Faculty in Prague 
and chairman of the Preparatory Committee, stressing the task of this ‘first 
publication of the Ecumenical Church Council of his country, says in his preface 
_ to the booklet: "The Unitas Fratrum of the Reformation times has left us a great 
heritage. A silent, but decided obedience of Christ's law; a deep recognition of 
sin; a burning earnestness of the Evangelical message of forgiveness and recon- 
ciliation; a longing for the church of order and disciplines; a struggle for the 
freedom of Christ's Church and for the Saviour's rights in the world - all this 
resounds in powerful tones, and puts a greater obligation upon us today than 
ever before. " E.P.o., Geneva 
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"Jesus of Nazareth affected deeply every person who met Him face to face. 
Some fell down and worshipped Him. A few rose and followed Him. Many rejected 
Him. But none could ignore Him." 


These are the opening words of the introduction to the call to prayer, 
during the Week of Prayer and World Fellowship of the Y.M.C.A. and Y.WW.C.A., 
November 13-19, 1955, signed by the General Secretaries of the two world move-— 
ments, Miss Helen Roberts and Dr. Paul M. Limbert. 


The World Y.W.C.A. and the World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.'s both held big 
celebrations.this year; the former commemorated the centenary of the first 
Y.W.C.A., and the latter the centenary of the foundation of the World Alliance 
in Paris in 1855 (See E.P.S. No. 34). This year their Week of Prayer concentrates 
on the renewal of life within these associations. 


"Tt is our hope that ... many individuals will be brought face to face with 
Jesus Christ and that many will experience anew the power of His presence." 


The pamphlet on the Week of Prayer, entitled "That You May Believe", is 
published in English, French, German, Swedish, Spanish and Chinese, with illus- 
trations by the Indian artist Alfred David Thomas. The illustrations represent 
the "Christ of Galilee" and the "Christ on the Indian Road" seen through Asian 
eyes. The pamphlet is also intended as a guide to Bible study, in accordance 
With the tradition of the two associations. 


The way in which the organizations conceive their task is explained on the 
final page of the pamphlet: "The themes of this 88th Week of Prayer in 1955 and 
of the 1956 Bible Reading Plan both focus on Christ as presented in the Gospel 
according to St. Mark. The daily thoughts and prayers have been prepared by 
Y.W.C.A. and ¥Y.M.C.A. leaders and members of Europe, North and South America, 
Asia and the Pacific Area, Africa and the Middle East." E.P.S., Geneva 


} 
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ARGENTINA’ Scuth American Churches Appeal for Intercession 


(Buenos Aires) - As the result of the events connected with the change of govern- 
ment in the Argentine, the Confederation of Protestant Churches of Rio de la 

Plata has "broken its silence" and has publicly called the pastors and congrega- 
tions of South America to prayer. The call to prayer, published on September 

26th, is signed by leading representatives of South American Protestantism, includ- 
ing Jonas Villaverde, President of the Confederation, and Agustin Darino, Secretary, 


The message points out that it is not the concern of the churches to take 
part in politics. But in view of the tremendous suffering which has befallen 
many families, as a result of the political upheaval, it urges all the Christians 
in South America to forgive one another the wrongs that have been done, 


The message urges Christians to make special intercession for those who have 
assumed the difficult task of rehabilitatirthe life of the nation, and leading 
the Argentine people back to democracy. This means taking the shackles off demo- 
cracy in every sphere, from public life to freedom of religion and the preven- 
tion of confessional discrimination in the schools. 


The message concludes: "We urge our Protestant brethren, as their best con- 
tribution to the permanent good of the country, to strengthen their attitude, 
to refrain from any personal role in politics, and to obey the precept of the 
Apostle: "that first of all supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men... for all that are in authority; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is good and accept- 
able in the sight of God our Saviour." (I. Tim. 2, 1-3). Let us pray that human 
personality may be respected at all times and in all places, so that every worker 
(whether his work be physical or mental) may receive treatment and remuneration 
which enables him to have self-respect and respect of others. Let us pray for 
freedom to preach the Gospel, with all its implications and without excluding 
any class, so that the moral character of individuals and of society may have a 
firm basis, and thus true liberty be attained in a democracy inspired by the 


teachings of the Master in the Sermon on the Mount." BeP.S., Geneva 
BELGIUM Preparing the Way for a Conference of European Churches 


(Brussels) - The question of cooperation between all the churches in Euroie was 
first discussed at the big European Conference for the Laity organized by the 
World Council of Churches at Bad Boll in the summer of 1951. In addition, after 
the second World war a number of inter-—church assemblies were formed: the Franco- 
German Fellowship, the Dutch-West- German Conference, the Anglo-German Conference, 
the German-Scandinavian Conference and finally this year the Czech-German Fellow- 
ship. 


From September 25th to 27th a conference was held in Brussels at the invita- 
tion of the Dutch-West-German Conference, with representatives of the League of 
Protestant Churches in Belgium and of the Franco-German Fellowship, and observers 
from other countries. 


During the discussions the participants were strengthened in their convic- 
tion that all the churches in Europe today are faced with the responsibility of 
finding an answer to the urgent questions of communication and of witness. The 
conference therefore resolved to authorise its committee to get into touch with 
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all the already existing inter-church Ccnferences, in order to discuss the ques- 
tion of closer cooperation. An attempt will be made in cooperation with the 
organs of the World Council of Churches to organize a European conference of 
Protestant churches which will be attended also by the churches of Eastern Europe 
and by the minority of churches in Europe. 


In view of the fact that European organisations already exist in the sphere 
of school questions, the press (see EPS No. 38) and other questions, the confer- 
ence was convinced that the European churches will seriously examine and approve 
the idea of a conference of this kind. The Brussels Conference considered that 
the following urgent tasks should be undertaken by the Church immediately: 


The congregations of the Furopean churches should be roused to realise their 
common responsibility; 


Exchanges between congregations should be strengthened and participation at 
Synods of neighbcuring churches shculd he encouraged; 


More information should be exchanged about the life and work of the Church, | 


Prases Ernst Wilm of Bielefeld and Dr. Emmen of The Hague, were given a 
mandate to follow up these questions. H.P.S., Geneva 


FRANCE © International Inter-Church Film Centre Established in Paris 


(Paris) - Representatives from five European countries met in Paris, October 
22-23, to make plans for the establishment of a permanent International Inter- 
Ghurch Film Centre. The group adopted a constitution for a permanent organisation 
to co-ordinate the work of evangelisation and moral education by means of film. 


The new international organisation to promote the work of the churches in 
relation to film and society will have its seat in Paris. Representatives of the 
World Council of Christian Education and the World Council of Churches were 
present as observers in the Paris meeting. 


French, Swiss, German, Dutch and British representatives at the meeting 
examined the work and aims of the organisation in the two-day meeting. At the 
opening session on Saturday morning they heard former World Council of Churches 
president Pastor Marc Boegner, president of the French Protestant Federation, 
speak of the necessity for individuals to make their lives "a picture of Jesus 
Christ" for others. Weetings were held at the French Protestant heedquarters at 
47 rue de Clichy, Paris. It is hoped that church-related film centres in other 
countries will join the new organisation. 


The delegates observed a meeting of one of the church-sponsored cinema clubs 
in Paris where a commercially made film was shown and discussion followed led hy 
Pastor H.de Tienda,Gen. Secretary of FERCINEV ("Service Cinématographique d'Evan- 
gélisation"). 


Among the aims of the International Inter-—Church Film Centre are: 


To communicate, exchange, and compare experiences of evangelisation and moral 
education by means of film. 


To publish a periodical in the principal languages used by members giving an 
account of the activities of member associations. 
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To facilitate exchange and distribution of films suitable for evangelisation 
and moral education. 


To establish contacts with producers with a view to making and distributing 
films necessary to the association, particularly those contributing towards 
evangelisation and moral education (including Christian witness, concrete 
and practical duties towards one's neighbour, etc.). 


To organise activities, hold sessions and conferences on evangelism and 
moral education through films. 


To study the influence of the cinema upon man and to clarify the church's 


attitude toward the problem. HeP.S., Geneva 
GE RMANY Church and State in East Germany 
(Berlin) - "No one would be happier than we, if the relations between Church and 


State in the German Democratic Republic improved, and we shall be glad to co- 
Operate as long as we need not conceal the concerns for which we stand as a 
Protestant Church", explained Bishop Otto Dibelius in his report to the Protest- 
ant Synod of the Province of Berlin-Brandenburg on October 18th. He said that in 
the German Democratic Republic the state was building up a view of life which 
was opposed to that of the Christian Church. The Church must expect the German 
Democratic Republic to observe loyally the laws of tolerance +o which the State 
was committed by its constitution. 


The "dedication of youth", (the Communist inspired ceremony for young people, 
see EPS No. 3) was described as a private affair, but in reality it was supported 
by all the mass-organisations and by the machinery of the State. "Threats are 
employed; children who do not go to the 'dedication' cannot get into secondary 
schools and receive no opportunities for further sducation." The parents were 
also told that they would lose their jobs. Afterwards it was explained that 
these threats had not been put into force. But the fact remained that threats 
of this kind were very general, amd that was the important point. Although 
attempts were being made to soften the clash, the Church shouldnot rely on 
promises, 


"Tt must face the way in which things have hitherto developed. And it is 
Clear that this agitation is instigated by the State itself," said Bishop 
Dibelius. Attempts were also organised to win over the national police, the 
Civil servants and other people, which would be impossible without the conni- 
vance of the State. Here lay the cause of the tension which existed between 
Church and State in the German Democratic Republic. The Church had not the power 
to alter these things - but the State had. Bishop Dibelius said that as a result 
of the strong propaganda urging people to leave the Church, they must reckon 
with the loss of 20,000 church-members this year. But this would not destroy the 
Church, the Bishop declared. The Church had not been destroyed when similar 
events happened in the past. 


The Protestant Synod. of the Province of Berlin-Brandenburg requested the 
Church-leaders to discuss with the Government of the German Democratic Republic 
the bias against young church-members, who had expressed their desire to leave 
the F.D.J. (Freie Deutsche Jugend) owing to the atheistic propaganda carried on 
within its ranks. The Synod also unanimously approved a declaration opposing the 
"dedication of youth" in the German Democratic Republic. The declaration points 
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out that pressure is exerted on the conscience of young people when urging them 
to be "dedicated", and that this is contrary to the constitution of the German 
Democratic Republic. The Synod re-asserted that "the dedication of youth and 
confirmation are not compatible with one another." 


The following telegram was sent from the Berlin Synod to the delegates of 
the Conference of Foreign Ministers in Geneva: "For the sake of the people who 
are the victims of Germany's division, and in order to bring about real and 
lasting peace, we earnestly beg you to take steps to bring about the speedy 
reunion of the German nation." E.P.Se, Geneva 


INDIA Indian Protestants to Mark Three Major Anniversaries 


(Nagpur) - Indian Protestants will celebrate three major anniversaries within the 
next twelve months. 


In October a three-month observance will be launched to mark the 50th year 
cf the Bharat Christya Sevak Samaj, India's first indigenous missionary society. 
The Samaj, or National Missionary Society of India, is a non-denominational 
agency which evangelizes in areas not occupied by Churches or foreign mission 
groups. It now has more than 30C workers in 50 centres. 


In January, Christians in the Tamil-language region of South India will 
join Lutherans from all over the world in marking the 25th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first Protestant missionaries in India - German Lutherans. 


And early next year Methodists in Southern Asia ~ some 123,000 - will begin 
celebrating the 100th anniversary of their Church, which was started by American 
missionaries. The observance will be inaugurated when a "Centenary Choir" of 
Indian Methodists leaves for a concert tour of the United States. The centenary 
celebration will reach its climax in October, 1956. E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Hilfswerk Celebrates its Tenth Anniversary 


(Berlin) - Hilfswerk, the relief organisation created by the German Evangelical 
Churches, is ten years old. The anniversary was celebrated by special events in 
Berlin on October 17, 18 and 19. 


Addressing the Service of Commemoration in the Jesus Christus Church in 
Dahlem (iiest Berlin) on October 18, Dr. Eugen Gerstenmaier, first Director of the 
Hilfswerk organisation, said: "It is a great fact in church history, not to say 
world history, that Hilfswerk came into being as an ecumenical force. Churches 
all over the world became peculiarly aware of the nature of their special obedience 
to Christ's commandment of Love." 


Dr. Gerstenmaier is now President of the Bundestag, the Lower House of the 
Federal German Parliament, which met in Berlin concurrently with the Hilfswerk 
celebration. He went on to describe the response of churches abroad to declara- 
tions of war guilt by German Christians. "To our cry of ‘help for Germany' there 
came no answering cry of hatred and revenge", he declared. "Life and the future 
rather than revenge inspired the Church." 


"When between eight and ten million people were driven from their homes in 
the East we turned to the World Council of Churches, then to Berne, London and 
other capitals. The churches helped a voiceless Germany to be heard. The World 
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Council of Churches helped to create a sensitive international conscience." 


Referring to the effect of Hilfswerk on the inner life of German congre- 
gations, Dr. Gerstenmaier said it had brought by its "mobilization of mercy" 
a new conception of the parish as being "more than a district - a brotherhood 
in action". He said that the new conception must now be extended to every con- 
gregation. "Service is not paternalistic charity", he said. "It is brotherly 
solidarity". 


Others participating in the celebrations included the Bishop of Berlin, 
Dr. Otto Dibelius, Dr. Leslie Cooke (Director of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid and Service to Refugees, World Council of Churches) and Pastor D. Hellsterm 
(Director of Hilfswerk of the Swiss Evangelical Churches). Many visitors from 
other European countries spoke in special services arranged on October 19 in the 


' parishes both of the Eastern and Western sectors of Berlin. H.ePeS., Geneva 
UNITED STATES "Day of Mourning" for Istanbul Churches 


A "Day of Mourning" was observed on Sunday, October 23, in all Eastern 
Orthodox churches in America consisting of Greek, Russian, Syrian, Ukrainian, 
Carpatho-hussian, Bulgarian, Rumanian, Serbian, and Albanian congregations. 


This day was so designated because of the unprecedented catastrophe inflicte 
ed upon the Eastern Orthodox Christians and their institutions in Istanbul and 
lzamir, Turkey, by rioting mobs on September & (see EPS Nos. Bony, 


On October 23, clergy of all parishes prayed for their suffering brethren 
in Istanbul. They also said a special prayer known as a "'Paraklesis'!! (Supplica- 
tion) and delivered a sermon on the subject, "The Power of Prayer at this Time 
of Trial of God's Children". The flags of the churches were lowered to half- 
mast and priests wore black vestments. A special collection was made for the 
relief of the unfortunate Eastern Orthodox Christians of Turkey. BePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM The Archbishop of Canterbury on the Sufferings of 


Christians in Turkey 


In a speech on the sufferings of Christians in Turkey delivered at the 
October meeting of t:he Convocation of Canterbury, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, spoke of the "fearful calamity which befell a Church with 
which the Church of England has had for many years the closest and most brother- 
iy relations". 


The detailed report on the riots in Istanbul given by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury said: "To the best of our belief the Turkish Government had no 
previous knowledge of the riots and was as surprised and horrified by them as 
were the International Police experts assembled in Constantinople as its guests: 
and the Government has quickly declared its intention to make good the damage 
as far as possible... 


"These riots are linked, one must suppose, with political tensions in 
Cyprus", the Archbishop declared, "and tensions in Cyprus are linked to the 
political tensions of the whole Middle East and of the Western world, and so 
on to all the tensions which exist the world over. The Christian Church from 
Cyprus to the uttermost parts of the earth is involved in these secular tensions 
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quite apart from tensions of its own... Everything depends upon the temper of 
mind and spirit in which men seek to approach one another where tensions and 
conflict divide them. The supreme Christian obligation, I would say, is after 
our Lord's example, to be patient and long suffering in enduring contradictions, 
to seek to reconcile those who are at variance, and to be makers of peace. The 
spreading of hatred and mistrust is always an un-Christian activity, and it 
breeds consequences which only too easily get beyond the control of Christian 
people or of the commor sense of reasonable people or of the ordinary decent 
instinets of mankind. 


"In all these affairs of human and racial and national relations," the 
Archbishop concluded, " a terrible responsibility rests upon all who act for 
others to seek to guide public opinion, and it rests in its degree upon every- 
body. There is no part of Christian duty to which today we are more urgently 
called by God than that of learning how truthfully and faithfully to discharge 
the difficult, dangerous and so often discouraging duty of being peacemakers of 
such a kind as to win the promise that 'they shall be called the children of 


Oust! E.P.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Protestants anc Orthodox Welcomed at Roman Catholic 


Missionary Exhibition 


(Geneva) - A Missionary Exhibition organised by Swiss Catholics opened in Geneva 
on October 22nd. The opening ceremony was attended by representatives of the 
Roman Catholic Church and of other churches, including Professor Henri d'Espine, 
President of the Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches and lionseigneur Leonty, 
Orthodox Bishop of Geneva. 


His Excellency, Monseigneur Francois Charriére, Bishop of the dioceses of 
Lausanne, Fribourg and Geneva, welcomed the representatives of the non-Foman 
churches as follows: "Je like to regard your presence as a symbol of the quest 
which unites us and draws us together in the spirit of our Saviour, Jesus Christ." 


Monseigneur Charriére then drew attention to an event which happened thirty 
years ago in a holiday camp which he had organised for Chinese students. Seeing 
a Chinese student overcome with sorrow, the Bishop, who was at that time director 
of the Mission Saint-Justin, asked him why he was so sad. The student replied, 
"'T have no faith, I don't know what to believe and yet I feel that life must 
have some meaning. Which is the true Christianity? I feel very disconcerted by 
the divisions in Christianity; it is like a tired river, which forms a delta 
before entering the boundless ocean!" | 


After recalling this touching memory, Monseigneur Charriére went on: "Our 
divisions are a stumbling-block for non-Christians. It is good that we can meet 
and try to get rid of misunderstandings, endeavouring to draw closer to one 
another in that which unites us. We must be glad that we have these contacts, 
while not forgetting what divides us. It would be useless to look for a common 
denominator in the confusion which could only prove to be a common distorter. 
Our constant concern for. unity must find expression in the first place through 
prayer. In this spirit we regard your presence, Monseigneur Leonty and Professor 
d'Espine, as a sign of conciliation in the spirit of the same Saviour. 

BeP.S., Geneva 


a 
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GE RVANY . An Approach to Non-Church-Goers in Eastern Germany 


Auerbach is an industrial town in the Erzgebirge (German Democratic Republic) 
with over 4,000 inhabitants. In order to bring the Church to the notice of those 
who do not attend it, the Protestant Church there arranged for the following 
invitations to be shown on the screen of the local cinema: "You too are invited 
to attend the services in our Church at Auerbach, and to take part in the activ- 
ities in our very fine parish hall! What happens there is your concern, even if 
you are no longer a member of the Church. Don't miss the most important thing in 
life! The local pastor will be glad to tell you all about it." 


Another invitation read as follows: "They say that people who keep rushing 
to church are no better than anyone else. But in the first place they don't rush; 
and secondly, no one maintains that church-goers are any better, All the same, 


they are better for it. Why? Try it and see!" HeP.S., Geneva 
BELGIUM Bible Exhibition 


(Brussels) - The Bible Exhibition, being held at the Palais de Beaux-Arts in 
Brussels from October 29th to November 6th, is under the patronage of Queen 
Klisabeth, the grandmother of King Baudouin. The Exhibition is organised by the 
Belgian Bible Society on the occasion of the fifth centenary of the Gutenberg 
Bible, It will close with a commemorative meeting which will be attended by all 
the Protestant Churches, and speeches will be made by Monsieur Henri Brugmans, 
Rector of the College of Europe at Bruges, and by Monsieur Jean Cadier, Professor 


at the Theological Faculty of Montpellier. B.P.Se, Geneva 
ISRAEL 300 Synagogues Built 


According to the Bulletin of the Isralli Government, three hundred synagogues 
are being built in Israel at the present time, and three hundred more would he 
needed to hold all those who wish to attend services. The building expenses are 


borne mainly wy the members themselves. B.eP.Se, Geneva 
FINLAND Evanston Report Published in Finnish 


The official report of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
at Evanston (1954) has now been translated into the Finnish language. The work 
was done by the Finnish delegates to Evanston. The book will appear in November, 
and it is published by the Ecumenical Council of Finland. BeP.S., Geneva 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
January 18th-25th, 1956 


The World Council of Churches! Commission on Faith and Order has issued a 

prayer leaflet for the forthcoming Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 

~18th-25th, 1956. It is intended for use in special services held in cities all 
over the world. We give below the full text of the leaflet: 


Prayer for unity is like prayer for daily bread. It cannot be a careless, 
occasional prayer. It ought not to be offered only during a special week of the 
year. And yet there is manifest value in emphasizing this petition to God at a 
time when Christians of many communions and confessions can join together. You 
are invited to promote and participate in this most essential litugical practice. 


Those who have sincere concern for the divided state of the Church need to 
hear constantly what the Bible urges and promises: Watch and pray: Pray without 
ceasing! Pray one for another! This kind (of evil) cannot be driven out by any- 
thing but prayer. Whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have 
faith. So do Christians hear and believe. 


In this conviction, the delegates at Evanston, 1954, testified: 


"He has given the Church the gift and power of prayer, by which the Church 
can plead both for its own unity and for the reconciliation of men to God 
and to one another." (Report of Section 1). 


The week of January 18th-25th is recommended as a special period for prayer 
im the churches and in ecumenical services. The season of Pentecost, or another 
time of the year, may nevertheless prove more practicable in certain countries. 


The litany, prayer and intentions may be used for corporate or private 
devotion. They may be reproduced in any form or translation, so that as many 
Christians as possible will pray for the manifestation of oneness in Jesus Christ. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 


No. 40 - November 4th, 1955 -~2- 285 


litany for Unity 
Almighty Creator and Redeemer of all men, who didst graciously choose, call 
and covenant with Thine own People, we adore Thee for Thy deep wisdom and un- 
searchable judgements. 


Praise be unto Thee, O Lord. 


Eternal God, who didst send Thy Son Jesus Christ as the promised Messiah 
and Saviour of Thy People, we rejoice and thank Thee for Thy steadfast love. 


Praise be unto Thee, O Lord. 
O Son of Man and Suffering Servant, by whose atoning death we have been 


made one with Thee and with each other, grant us contrition and penitence for 
our continued divisions, which obscure the sufficiency of Thy sacrifice. 


Hear us and save us, good Lord. 


Good Shepherd of our souls, who hast lived and died to gather into one the 
scattered children of God, take from us all such waywardness and wilfulness as 
continually disperse and estrange Thy flock. 


Hear us and save us, good Lord. 


Thou who art the true Vine, of which we are all branches, so abide in us 
that we may abide in Thee, and by Thy Word so cleanse us of hostility and pride 
that we may bear much fruit for Thy glory. 


Hear us and save us, good Lord. 


Thou loving Bridegroom of the Church, who hast cleansed and consecrated her 
to be presented holy and unblemished in the day of Thy coming, purify us her 
members from the ignorance and sloth which divide us in our witness and service. 


Hear us and save us, good Lord. 


O sacred Head of Thy Body, the Church, grant us grace both to maintain the 
unity of the Spirit and to attain to the unity of the faith in knowledge of Thee, 
that we may follow after peace and mutual upbuilding. 


Hear us and save us, good Lord. 


Holy Spirit of God, in whose communion we have life, and by whose gifts we 
are strengthened, lead us despite our divided state into the truth of Christ 
and empower us to do all things needful to show forth the unity of the Church. 


Hear us, save us, heal and unite us, good Lord. Amen. 


Additional Prayer 


O Almighty Lord God, who didst send Thy Son Jesus Christ that He might 
reunite Thy people as one flock under one Shepherd, we unite our prayers with 
the universal prayer of Thy praying Church in heaven and on earth; we pray Thee 
to hasten the day when with one heart and mind we may serve and adore Thee in 
the peace and love of the Body of Christ. Through the same Thy Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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Daily Bible Readings and 
Intentions for Intercessory Prayer 


1. Pray for all ministers of the Church: that in both teaching and preach- 
ing they may interpret rightly the oneness of the universal Church. 
(Jeremiah 23 : 1-18, Acts 16: 16-34) 


2. Pray for self-centred and complacent congregations: that they may learn 
the peril of not discerning their place and responsibility in the whole 
Church. (luke 18 : 9-14, Revelation 3: 1-22). 


3. Pray for Christians who suffer persecution, oppression or loss by 
disasters: that they may be found faithful, and may continue to live 
in the unity they learn under duress. (John 15°: 12-27, I Peter 2.3 
11-25). 


4, Pray for Christians who are unloving, contentious and schismatic: that 
they may see the divisive consequences of their actions and words, and 
so avoid them. (James 3 : 1-18, Colossians 3 : 1-17). 


5. Pray for all active participants in the Ecumenical Movement: that they 
may learn with humility, teach with clarity, and serve with diligence. 
(Matthew 23 : 1-12, I Corinthians 2 : 1-16). 


6. Pray for Churches outside the World Gouncil of Churches: that they may 
increasingly find avenues of community and cooperation with its member 
Churches. ( I Corinthians 12 : 1-31, Phillippians 1 +: 3-18). 


7. Pray for persons negotiating unions of Churches: that with constant 
thought of God's Word and will they may reject what is spurious and 
hold to what is true. (Acts 15 : 1-35, I John 3 : 11-24). 


8, Pray for Christians of divided Churches who are engaged in projects 
of cooperative service: that their zeal may not fail, that their one- 
ness in deeds may lead to oneness in worship and faith. (James 2:14~-26, 
Romans 12 : 1-21). 


Copies of the leaflet are available in English, French and German from 
the Department of Faith and Order, World Council of Churches, 17 Route de 
Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. — S.OE.P.1I., Geneva 


'The Ecumenical Review" 


The October number of "The Ecumenical Feview" is devoted tc articles and 
reports on the urgent tasks confronting the World Council of Churches. It des- 
cribes the world problems faced by the World Council since its Seccnd Assembly 
at Evanston (1954) and discussed by the Central Committee at Davos last August. 


The first article is the sermon preached by the Bishop of Chichester, 
Honorary President of the World Council of Churches, on the occasion of the 
U.N. Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy, in Geneva, August 1955. 
Then comes the address given at Davos by Dr. Robert ©. Mackie, for many years 
Director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees (and now 
its Chairman) on the responsibility of the Churches in the World Council 
towards the needs of Asia and Africa. The address on unity delivered at Davos 
by Dr. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, is 
also given in full. It describes the various meanings of unity and the unity 
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which the World Council seeks to promote. In the article on "Orthodox Theology 
and the Ecumenical Movement" Antoine Kartachoff, Dean of the Institute of Ortho- 
dox Theology in Paris, shows how the theologians of the Orthodox Church are 
interested in cooperating with the aims of the World Council of Churches. There 
is an article on the problems of the churches in Ceylon, written by Lakdasa de 
Mel, Bishop of Kurunagala. The problems involved in the attitude of the Church 
of England to the Church of South India are explained by Michael Bruce, Sec- 
retary of the International League for Apostolic Faith and Order. 


The Ecumenical Chronicle contains the Report of the Executive Committee 
to the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches (1954-1955), the 
report of the General Secretary to the Central Committee, and the letter sent 
by the Central Committee to the Patriarchate of Mcscow, the statement of the 
Churches' Commission on International Affairs on Disarmament and Peaceful Change, 
and the statement of the Department on Church and Society on the common Christ-— 
ian responsibility towards areas of rapid social change. The Chronicle also 
prints a statement on the Cooperation of Men and Women in Church and Society, 
which the Central Committee commended to the Churches for study, a brief 
explanation about admission to Communion in the Church of England, and an 
interesting survey of negotiations for church union in the different countries. 

; E.P.S., Geneva 


TU RKEY World Council Mission of Fellowship to Visit 


Christian Churches in Turkey 
(Geneva) - A Mission of Fellowship sponsored by the World Council of Churches 
will fly from Geneva, Switzerland, November 6th for a week-long visit to the 
Christian churches in Turkey. Its purpose will be "to express the reality of 
the fellowship which binds the churches together in the World Council of 
Churches and the willingness of churches to bear one another's burdens." 


About three-quarters of the Greek Orthodox churches in Istanbul were des—_ 
troyed by fire or otherwise so badly damaged as to be unusable in the demonst ra- 
tions on the night of September 6th. In addition to the losses of the Greek 
Orthodox Church, other churches were also destroyed or damaged (see EPS Nos. 

36, 37). Material damages are conservatively estimated at $ 150,000,000. The 
Turkish government has expressed regret and promised restitution. 


Membership of the Mission of Fellowship consists of the Rt. Rev. Ivor 
Stanley Watkins, Bishop of Malmesbury, Bristol, England; the Rev. Edward R. 
Hardy, D.D., professor at Berkely Divinity School, New Haven, Connecticut, 
(Protestant Episcopal Church, USA); the Rev. Robert Tobias, professor at 
Butler University, Indianapolis, Indiana, (Disciples of Christ); the Rev. 
Charles Westphal, vice-president of the French Protestant Federation; and the 


Rev. Raymond E, Maxwell, secretary for Orthodox churches and countries, World 
Council of Churches, Geneva. 


The mission will visit the head of the Greek Orthodox Church, the Ecumen- 
ical Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras. In the week-long visit members 
of the mission will also visit other church leaders. E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED KINGDOM Dr. Visser 't Hooft Honoured 


(Oxford) - The University of Oxford conferred the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
honoris causa on Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hocft on October 29th. Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
was at Oxford to deliver the 1955 Dale lectures at Mansfield College. 


In his oration delivered in Latin the Public Orator said in part: "This 
guest of ours, to whose lectures some of you have been listening, is no stranger 
to us older men, for in 1937 he represented his Church at the Oxford conference 
on ‘Life and Work! and helped the saintly J.H. Oldham (whom we made an honorary 
Doctor at the time) to lighten labour by preparing in advance a book on 'The 
Church and its Function in Society’... His appointment as General Secretary of 
the World Council of Churches to reside in Geneva and undertake the heavy task 
of initiating this Council was not surprising... He can speak three languages 
other than his own - English, French, and German; like Odysseus he ‘has seen 
the cities of many peoples and learned their ways', proving always a welcome 
visitor; and in his books, no less than in his actions, he has always done his 
best to bring the Churches closer together. It was only by exercise of the 
greatest ability and the greatest care that he carried through his secretarial 
task begun in the last world war; and so well was it done that for seven years 
now the Ecumenical Council has gone smoothly forward on the path of success." 

B.P.oe, Geneva 


GERMANY Message from the Protestant "Landeskirchen!" in the German 
Democratic Republic to the Four Foreign Ministers 


(Berlin) - The Protestant "Landeskirchen" in the German Democratic Republic 
have sent a resolution to the four Foreign Ministers attending the Geneva Con- 
ference. The letter accompanying the resolution is signed by Bishop Otto 
Dibelius (President of the EKD). The message was delivered to the American, 
British, French and Soviet embassies in Germany. It was also sent to the 
Federal Government in Bonn and to the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic in East Berlin. 


The resolution reads as follows: "The Church preaches the gospel of recon- 
ciliation between God and the world, through Jesus Christ. This message makes 
it incumbent upon the Church to support international peace and mutual under- 
standing and respect among the nations. The prayers of the Church will accom- 
pany every serious and sincere endeavour to relieve the tensions in the present 
situation. We therefore welcome the fact, and give thanks to God, that in spite 
of the deep differences existing between them, the great powers are seeking 
ways to overcome hatred and suspicion and try to find solutions which will 
enable the nations to live peaceably. together. 


"As the Evangelical Church in Germany our Christian service is directed 
particularly towards the German people. ie have to call them to the peace of 
God. That means that in politics they must recognise the guilt relying on the 
use of force. But we feel bound to say that the division of Germany which has 
now lasted for ten years makes it very difficult for us to carry ou) our 
spiritual task, and seriously endangers the new spirit we long to see in our 
nation. 


ie know you agree, that the reunion of Germany would help greatly to 
relieve world tension and secure peace. As representatives of the Church, we 
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urge you to do your utmost to reach a solution on this question; in so doing we 
are thinking not only of world peace. We do so also because this division, which 
was imposed on our country against our will, undermines the people's respect for 
justice and law, deprives millions of our people of essential human rights 
solemnly proclaimed by the United Nations, and abandons them to conditions in 
which many of them go to spiritual destruction. 


"At the end of the war the victorious powers decided to insist on uncondition- 
al surrender. In doing so they assumed responsibility in the eyes of God for the 
future and security of the whole German people. This responsibility makes it " 
incumbent upon them now to end conditions which are unjust of the eyes of God 


and man. 


"We realise that the question of German reunion is closely bound up with the 
problem of the security of other nations. It is not the Church's task to make i 
detailed constructive political proposals for the solution of this problem. But 
we must point out that even the best security pacts would be endangered, if | 
Germany were to remain divided. 


'The press constantly points out that the German people themselves ought to 
do something about their reunion. But they can only do this if every German 
citizen is given an opportunity to vote at a free election, And this opportunity 
is not given: 


if the alliances entered into by one zone of Germany are contracted from 
the outset as if they were binding upon Germany as a whole; 
if certain political and social conditions in either zone are put beyond 
the control of the people's free constitutional decision. 


"We should be failing in our responsibility if we did not urge you in this 
decisive hour to give the German people the right to live their own life within 


a united Germany. (signed) Dibelius." E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church Support of U.N. Technical Services 


(New York) - Speaking over the NBC network, Dr. Richard M. Fagley of the Commis- 
sion of the Churches on International Affairs, explained how the churches are 
working in support of the United Nations! Technical Assistance Programme. He 
said: 


"For at least 150 years Christian agencies, usually with modest budgets, 
have been engaged in what is now called technical assistance, particularly in 
the fields of education and medicine. Therefore, Christian leaders have followed 
with keen interest and concern the UN's Expanded Technical Assistance Programme, 
an international effort to share skills and technical knowledge with people in | 
less developed regions. 


"At the field level, Christian schools and hospitals have cooperated in 
appropriate ways with the technical assistance organisations. Here at the head- 
quarters level, we try to observe and report to Church leaders on the policy 
debates and decisions. We also have the task to inform delegates of positions 
taken by the ecumenical agencies. For example, before each session of the U.N. 
General Assembly, a special memorandum is prepared on selected agenda items and 
this is supplemented by personal conversations with delegates and members of the | 
Secretariat. 
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_"Churchmen generally regard the Expanded Programme as a good beginning - a 


sign of the world's concern for social justice, and.also a basically sound method 


to enable nations to work together for constructive ends. But this is only a 
beginning. As the World Council of Churches Assembly said at Evanston last summer: 


‘The response of more developed countries through expanded international 
programmes of technical assistance is one of the brightest pages of recent history; 
but the effort thus far has been small in: comparison with the needs of the less 
developed countries and the resources of those more developed. A progressively 
sustained effort will for a long time be required and involves mutual responsibi- | 

lities and benefits which challenge all who cooperate with such endeavours."' 


Dr. Fagley listed five current programme needs, from the churches! point of 
view: 1. A fuller picture of the needs of the less developed countries. 2. Better 
consultation between the U.N. agencies and other international programmes in this 
field. 3. Greater concentration of effort on the more crucial projects, particular- 
_ly in the densely populated countries. 4.-A longer-range evaluation of the pro- 
gramme against the unmet needs. 5. The ‘preparation now of plans for more adequate 
technical and financial assistance as possible improvement of the international 


situation makes new resources available... B.P.S., Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 7 Latest Ecumenical Developments 


The Ecumenical Council at Work 


At a session of the Presidium of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Czechoslovakia it was decided to set up a Foreign and Information Department of 
the Ecumenical Council with the task of cultivating and maintaining relations of 
the member churches in Czechoslovakia with churches abroad. Dr. J.L. Hromadka, 
Dean of the Comenius Faculty, was chosen as Chairman of the Department, and 
Bohuslav Pospisil, Director of the Hus Theological Seminary, as secretary. 


The Presidium of the Czech ecumenical Council accepted the application of 
the Baptist Unity of Czechoslovakia for admission to the Ecumenical Council. The 
application was delayed for technical reasons. The Baptist Unity has been co- 
pretat ine in an ecumenical spirit with the other churches frcem its very beginnings. 


Lectures on Ecumenism at the Comenius. Faculty 


The Comenius Faculty of Theology at Prague University will include in its 
programme of lectures a series on the aims and meanings of the ecumenical movement. 
This series is intended to introduce students to the ecumenical movement and to 
acquaint them with its substance, 


The Harvest of Evanston 


A selection of materials of the Second General Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches was published in the form of a special issue of "The Christian Review" 
as well as in a 48-page booklet issued by the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 
Czechoslovakia. 1t contains the Message of the General Assembly, its appeal 
against weapons of mass destruction, and the appeal against race discrimination. 
Under the. heading "For a Renewal of the Church in its Heads and Members" there 
are the reports of Section I, II ami VI and the reports of Section III, IV and V 
are introduced under the heading "For a Renewal of Human Affairs". There follows 
the lecture of the Rev: P.K. Dagadu "The Question of Africa to the Western World", 


No. 40 - Nevember 4th, 1955 a 291 


excerpts from the heport of the Advisory Commission on the main theme "Christ, 
the Hope of the World" and from the report of the General Secretary Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft "About the World Council of Churches". Attached is an article 
about "Fifty Years of the Ecumenical Movement" and a brief "Ecumenical Vocabul- 
ary". The selection was edited by Bohuslav Pospisil and Ludek Broz, the intro- 
duction is by J.L. Hromadka. It is meant especially for elders and others work- 
ing in congregations, as material for the study of ecumenical questions and 


tasks. H.P.S., Geneva 
UD Selts The Problem of the Conscientious Objectors 


How are conscientious objectors treated in Soviet Russia? The question is 
answered by Pastor Hannes de Graaf, Professor at the Faculty of Theology at 
Utrecht. Pastor de Graaf, who is President of the Dutch branch of the Internation- 
al Fellowship of Reconciliation, bases his answer on conversations which he had 
with Russian Christians during his visit to Russia last summer. 


The Belgian weekly paper, "Paix et Liberté", publishes the following state- 
ment in its last number (No. 42), made hy Pastor de Graaf to the Congress of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation held in Brussels on October 9th, 1955: 


"1, A man can declare that he is a conscientious objector and does not wish 
to do military service. Very often he hears nothing further about it, his com- 
rades are called up to do their military service and he is ‘forgotten’. The 
authorities do not want to make a martyr of him. 


"2, Sometimes he is called upon to undertake non-combatant duties in the 
army. 


"3, A few weeks after making his statement he may receive a letter inform- 
ing him that the authorities 'need volunteers for various kinds of civilian 
duties, such as fighting epidemics in certain parts of the Soviet Union’. The 
young man is invited to volunteer for this work, which will exempt him from 
military service. In any case, there is no law in favour of conscientious ob- 
jectors, and no real alternative form of service either. The application of 
these measures is left to the discretion of the local authorities. 


"A large number of Jehovah's Witnesses are in prison, and so.are other 
conscientious objectors. But the tendency is not to make martyrs of them." 


No figures are available ccncerning the number of conscientious objectors 


in the U.5S.5.R. BeP.S., Geneva 
FRANCE Commemoration of the Foundation of the First Church 


in Accordance with the Principles of the Reformation 


(Paris) - Although the first known martyr of the French Reformation was burnt 

at Paris in August 1523, and although numerous Protestant communities were estar-— 
lished immediately afterwards all over France, it was only in 1555 that the first 
Protestant communities were really constituted, or as they said at that time 

"set up", 


The Church in Paris was constituted near the Pré aux Cleres early in the 
autumn of 1555, in order to celebrate a baptism. A pastor, Macon de la Riviére, 
was appointed and a Council of Elders established. 
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The Lutheran and Reformed Consistories of Paris met together on Octcber 
22nd and 23rd to commemorate the four hundredth anniversary of these events. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


| UNITED KINGDOM - Fededication of Lambeth Palace Chapel 


(London) - The actual rededication of the chapel of Lambeth Palace, newly restor- | 
ed after serious damage by fire during the war, took place on the evening of 
Octoher 19th, in the presence of the Queen and the Royal Family. 


In his address, the Archbishop of Canterbury gave thanks to God that after 
fourteen years of desolation and emptiness the chapel was once more acting as 
the centre and place of inspiration for all the life of the Palace, which it had 
fulfilled for the past 700 years and more. 


After the service the Queen and the Royal Family stayed to dine with the 
Archbishop and Bishops in the Guard Room of the Palace. This was an historic 
occasion, for, although reigning Sovereigns have dined at Lambeth in earlier 
centuries (though more in recent years), it was the first recorded occasion on 
which the reigning Sovereign had dined with the entire body of Bishops. 


On the day following the actual rededication a service took place in the 
chapel as an act of thanksgiving for the benefits received by the Church through 
out the country in rebuilding and restcring its war-damaged places of worship 
by means of the War Damage Act. 


The celebration of the restoration of Lambeth Chapel, writes The Church of 
England Newspaper, "was in itself a joyous occasion, but had, as Dr. Fisher 
pointed out, a wider significance. In its construction, seen now afresh according 
to the original conception of Archbishop Boniface in 1250 and with Cardinal 
Morton's original window designs of 1490 already partially restored, there was 
apparent a great simplicity and loveliness of form." 


Gifts from churches of the Anglican Communion throughout the world furnish 
the chapel. The Persian carpet in the sanctuary is the gift of the Church in New 
Zealand and the altar linen is Japan's contrihution. B.P.o., Geneva 
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Inter-Church Aid 1956 


(Geneva) - The world-wide inter-church aid programme of the churches cooperating 
with the World Ccuncil of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees - with present expansion of activities in Asia and Africa - invclves no 
abandonment of aid to Europe. This was stressed at the Division's Administrative 
Committee meeting in Geneva, October 31st - November 1st when the 1956 Listing 
of Needs for European projects was approved. 


It was the first meeting of the Division's new Administrative Committee 
chosen by the World Council's Central Committee at Davos, Switzerland, in August 
(see E.P.S. No. 32). The new director of the Division is Dr. Leslie E. Cooke 
(England). His predecessor, Dr. Robert C, Mackie (Scotland) is now chairman of 
the Committee succeeding Dr. Alphons Koechlin of Basle (Switzerland). 


Indications are that in 1955 the combined actions of the churches through 
ecumenical, confessional, and national bodies for all forms of inter-church aid, 
refugee service, and inter-mission aid will exceed even the 1954 figure of 
$ 33,000,000. This includes Protestants, Anglicars, and Orthodox in all parts of 
the world. 


Needs for Kurope 


Giving for European projects must be maintained at least at the level of 
1955, the report to the Committee stated. Projects are "rooted in the ongcing 
life of the church. Indeed they are only made possible by the way in which a 
loyal membership uses its own means for sustaining the basic life of the churches. 
Inter-Church Aid gifts are a way of sharing in meeting hardship and suffering 
and more especially a way for joining with European churches as they meet imper- 
ative challenges for Christian witness to which they cannot respond as they 
should with their own unaided resources." 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 


No. 41 - November llth, 1955 -2- 294 


Among the urgent European needs listed are the economic difficulties of 
Orthodox Churches due to natural and other disasters (see E.P.S. Nos. 36, 37), 
the emergency situation of churches in the East Zone of Germany, and minority 
churches in predominantly Roman Catholic lands. 


The need in East Germany continues to be urgent. An encouraging note on 
the benevolent giving of churches in West Germany was sounded in a report which 
revealed that German churches now receive only one-fifth of their funds for aid 
for rehabilitation and relief from outside sources. The churches of West Germany 
supply the other four-fifths which include funds for projects in East Germany. 
An outstanding report of sacrificial giving has heen made by the pastors, 
deaconesses, and other church workers in West Germany who have given a share 
of their salaries regularly for help to their colleagues in the East German 
churches. 


The churches are asked to supply 127,352 tons of food, clothing, and 
medicaments for Europe in 1956. This includes U.S. surplus commodities through 
the SOS (Share our Surplus) programme of Church World Service and Lutheran 
World Relief. The largest quotas were requested for Greece and Yugcslavia to 
meet needs caused hy earthquakes, floods, and drought in recent years. 


"Refugees, either recognised or unrecognised, in camp or cut, must still 
be ministered to in Austria, Belgium, Germany, Greece, France, Italy and Turkey. 
Church workers and pastors continue to need help in Germany, Greece, Yugoslavia, 
France, Italy and Austria... At the beginning of 1956 the political atmosphere 
is more hopeful than for several years. But this very hopefulness may result 
in increased poverty and need for certain groups. The withdrawal of occupation 
forces in Austria will throw thousands of Austrian workers out of jobs and take 
huge sums of money from the Austria economy. The possibility of partial or 
total lifting of the Iron Curtain would open the doors for knowledge of needs 
in areas where we cannot now work. Natural disasters may call for extra 
supplies," the forecast of needs stated. 


Needs for Asia 


The Listing of Needs for Asia and Africa will be issued before the end of 
the year. Needs include projects which require urgent support and those unmet 
by regular church and mission programmes. Special emphasis is placed on long- 
range needs and projects of ecumenical significance. 


Indonesia is one of the priority areas to receive special consideration in 
the extension of inter-church aid to Asia. Scholarships to help supply the needs 
of the Indonesian Christian community for teachers, nurses, doctors, and others 
are first on the list. Funds are needed for refugee and for regional church 
projects. A rural reconstruction project where young farmers would be trained 
is another need. The Kalimanten (Borneo) Synod needs "outboard motors to facili- 
tate inter-congregational communication," 


The provisional listing for Asia and Africa contains many requests for 
trained personnel, At present projects for Africa and the Near East are con- 
fined to emergencies among the Palestine refugees and the Mau Mau in Kenya. 
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Ecumenical Service Programme 


The 1956 Ecumenical Service Programme was given final approval by the 
Administrative Committee. The sum of $ 725,000,000 in 1956 is requested from 
the churches for work which the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches asks the Division to carry out for the churches. This includes the 
extensive operation of the Service to Refugees, Health, Scholarships, Fraternal 
Workers, Work Gamps, and other programmes which are considered best carried 
out by the churches working together. 


Cooperative pilot projects in Asia and Africa have been included in the 
Service Programme "because of the directives from the Central Committee that 
special emphasis be laid upon projects which sustain 'national cooperative 
action among the churches' and upon 'key ecumenical projects'." 


Difficult resettlement cases have been improved by the willingness of such 
countries as Holland, Norway and Sweden to accept aged and handicapped. 


"In 1955 more than 10,000 people will have been assisted to migrate, while 
for 1956 the figure should be considerably larger as the bulk of movements 
under the United States Refugee Relief Act will take place then!! the Service 


to Refugees report stated. _ E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Secretary of State J.F. Dulles Receives Church Message 


(New York) - During the Foreign Ministers conference at Geneva, Secretary of 
State Dulles received a message from American churches in which he was told 
that present easier relations between West and East "demand a bold thrust of 
diplomatic initiative which will give new hope to all peoples." 


Mr. Dulles was assured of the support of church people in any steps he 
may be able to take "to further the waging of peace in specific terms." 


The message was prepared and sent to the State Secretary, at present in 
Geneva, by the policy committee of the Department of International Affairs of 
the National Council of Churches - cooperativs organisation of 30 Protestant 
and Orthodox church communions with 36,000,000 members. It was signed by Ernest 
A. Gross, New York, department chairman and former U.S. delegate to the United 
Nations; the Rev. Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, New York, department executive 
director, and the Rev. Dr. Kenneth L. Maxwell, New York, associate executive 
director. 


We quote the following extract from the message: 


“Representing many denominations and areas of our land, we pray for you, 
your associates, and all who share in the tremendous responsibilies of this 
conference. We would also express to you the continuing concern of the churches 
respecting questions on the conference agenda. 


"We welcome the somewhat more friendly international atmosphere of recent 
months but we recognise that the basic issues dividing East and West have not 
yet been resolved. ile believe the present situation demands a Fold thrust of 
diplomatic initiative which will give new hope to all peoples and win increas- 
ing support among the free nations and those inclined to be neutral. We were 
all heartened by President Eisenhower's leadership at the Geneva Conference of 
Heads of State. He caught the imagination and sympathy of people around the 
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globe. In your responsibility with the endorsement which the President has given 
you, we shall welcome such other steps as can be taken to further this waging of 
peace in specific terms. May God's grace continue to give you boldness of imagina- 


tion, courage of heart, and strength of will." B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Union Seminary's New Programme of Advanced Religious Studies 


(New York) - A new programme of "Advanced Religious Studies" was formally 

inaugurated at Union Seminary, New York City, on October 26th. Object of the 
new programme is to train key leadership for the ecumenical movement. It will \ 
provide one-year fellowships for twenty-five students from various parts of the 
world. The programme was established under a grant from the Rockefeller Founda- | 
tion for an initial period of five years. There are at present 24 students from i 
17 countries registered for the programme. i 


Mr. Benjamin Strong, chairman of the Seminary's Board of Directors, and Dr. 
Henry P. Van Dusen, President, conducted the service of inauguration. Also 
participating were Dr. Miner Searle Bates, current director of the programme. # 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Vice-President of the Seminary, Dr. John C. Bennett, Dean | 
of the Faculty, and Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, Vice-Chairman of the Board of 
Directors and Executive Secretary of the World Council of Churches in the USA. 
As part of the service, the Rev. Ralph Douglas Hyslop, Ph.D., was inducted into 
the position of Professor of Ecumenical Studies. Dr. Hyslop has spent two years 
as a member of the staff of the World Council of Churches in Geneva, Switzerland. 


"My first charge to the new Professor of Ecumenical Studies and to the 
twenty-four fellows associated with him", Dr. Hyslop said, “is to resist the 
temptation to become an elite group of scholars detached from the rank-and-file 
of the Church. Bear it always in mind that the crucial test of the ecumenical 
movement is what difference it makes to the local church and its members in 
Jonesville and Jakarta and Johannesburg..." 


"As a matter of fact", Dr. Hyslop continued, "the ecumenical movement is 
of direct and intense significance for every parish and for every Christian in 
it. The reason for this is that the ecumenical movement greatly enlarges the 
very meaning of church membership. It does so in two different ways. In the 
first place, it relates the local church to the world-wide Church. It stands 
as visible evidence of the fact that there is a Christian community which is 
more than local, more than national, more than western, embracing people who 
in other respects are sharply separated by all the divisive forces of the world. 


"Tn the second place, the ecumenical movement relates each denominational 
parish to the historic richness of the Church as a whole. It brings us into a 
living fellowship with diverse families of Christians whom we would never other- 
wise know." 


According to Dr. Hyslop, another "charge" to all of us "who are in any way 
related to the ecumenical movement is to guard against thinking of it as an end 
in itself. In our rightful eagerness for the unity of the Church we may be 
tempted to assume that if only unity could be achieved all the grave problems 
of the Church would be solved. But nothing could be a greater mistake, We might 
even have a church union so complete as to bring all branches of Christianity 
into a single integrated structure and yet find that we had a Church with no 
apostolic sense of mission, no concern for the community around it, no power 
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to change the world. The greatest single need of our Churches today is not unity 
but vitality. They need to be saved from divisiveness, it is true - but even 
more from complacency and sluggishness and self-centredness,. 


We cannot be reminded too often that the unity for which our Lord prayed 
had nothing to do with size or efficiency or prestige. It was a unity which 
4nvolved such an identification with God's will that the Church would have 
evangelistic and converting power and that the world would helieve." 


Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen described the new programme as "a staff college for 
the leadership of the Christian world." E.P.S., Gereva 


COLOMBIA Voices of Government _end Church ik 


A new government order directs governors and mayors of Colombia "to punish 
exemplarily" non-Catholics who show lack of respect for the Roman Catholic 
religion. The order was issued on October llth, 1955, as a Circular of the 
Minister of Government, and reads as follows: 


"This is to confirm the instructions contained in Circulars 310-R and 1785 
of last year, pertaining to the labours permitted to pastors of non-Catholic 
religions and nationals or foreigners affiliated with those sects. At the same 
time I am recommending careful vigilance in order that such persons strictly 
observe the respect which is due to the Catholic religion. This Ministry has 
proof that many of them are distributing leaflets offensive to the Roman Pon- 
tiff, the Catholic clergy, and the mysteries and practices of our religion. 

This is equivalent to an attack on the finest characteristics of the national 
spirit and a clear disturbance of the public order. Such acts must be exemplarily 
punished as police cases. 


The Catholic hierarchy of Colombia stated in a collective pastoral letter 
dated October 7, 1955: "The real cause of the tremendous moral crisis from 
which the Colombian people are suffering lies solely and exclusively in their 
departure from God. They have separated themselves from Him, from His commend- 
ments, from His gospel, from His sacraments, from His grace, and from His love; 
they have paid no attention to the voices of His pastors nor to the maternal 
cries of the Church, and therefore they suffer such public and private calamities." 


The Bishops then discuss three great evils which are afflicting Colombia: 
"drunkenness, homicide, and thieving, sins which constitute the fatal cancer | 


that is ruining the life of our people." E.P.S., Geneva 
AUST RALIA Anglicans Approve Constitutional Autonomy 


(Sydney) - The General Synod of the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania 
has approved a draft constitution which will give the Church autonomy within 
the world-wide Anglican Communion. Before the constitution becomes law it must 
be accepted by eighteen of the Church's twenty-five dioceses and be enacted hy 
five of the six State Parliaments. The decision is the climax of many years of 
discussion and negotiation between the diccesan synods of the Church. Until 

now the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania, which is not an established 
church in state law, has nevertheless been connected with the mother church in 
England by a "legal nexus", For this reason it has been unable to determine its 
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canonical and liturgical practice as a whole independently of provisions of state 
law operative in the United Kingdom and the various Australian states. 


The new enactment, if finally accepted, will put the Anglican Church in 
Australia in the same relationship to the mother Church as other already indep- 
endent churches within the Anglican Communion. E.P.S., Geneva 


The French Protestant Assembly 


The "General Assembly of French Protestantism", which meets once every four 
years, held its session at Montpellier, in the south of France, from October 
28th to November 1st. The Assembly consists of about 180 delegates, representing 
three quarters of a million French Protestants. Dr. Marc Boegner, President of 
the Federation of French Protestant Churches (one of the Presidents of the World 
Council of Churches, 148-1954), took a leading part in the proceedings. The 
Assembly also received official representatives of national Councils of Churches 
in Britain, Germany, Holland, Italy and Switzerland and a representative of the 
World Council of Churches, 


The Assembly dealt with a number of questions of immediate importance, like 
"Our Responsibility towards the Young Churches within the French Union", "The 
Advantages and Disadvantages of Seraration between Church and State", "Our 
Responsibilities in the Nation: a) what are we to think about our evangelism? 
b) our churches and the workers; c) the opportunity of the laity; d) our respons- 
abilities in the ecumenical movement." Two of the most important problems were 
The situation in North Africa and Our responsibility within the Ecumenical 
Movement. 


Message from the President of the Republic concerning North Africa 


Pastor Mare Boegner, President of the French Protestant Federation, has 
sent a message to Monsieur René Coty, President of the French Republic. The 


message was adopted at Montpellier by the General Assembly of French Protestantism. 


We quote the essential points of this message: 


"In the painful world crisis in which our country is engaged today, this 
Assembly cannot decide who is mainly responsible for this dramatic situation, 
It expresses its horror in face of the terrorism, the counter-terrorism, and all 
the atrocities which have been committed, and recognises in all humility the 
mistakes and failures which impair the work of France. 


"Tt exhorts all Christians to be the first to reccgnise the mistakes which 
could have been avoided if more vigilance and more love had been shown; and it 
urges them to be on the watch with regard to the problems which are pressing 
for urgent solution in Madagascar and among the natives in Africa. 


"The Assembly therefore appeals to the President to seek an agreement which 
will ensure respect for human personality and for the rights of all the commun- 
ities which live side by side in Algeria, Morocco and Tunis. 


"The Assembly asks the Christians in France to consider the complexity of 
the problems and realiss the consequences which result from the indifference of 
public opinion and from instability and lack of authority on the part of those 
in control of affairs. 
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"It reminds the Christians in North Africa, who are in the very centre of 
the present troubles, of the need for a spirit of prayer, loyalty, courage, 
peace, a disinterested determination to continue one's task and, in general, 
any act which may help to create a climate of understanding and love. 


"Tt assures those Christians who are engaged in military operations that ~ 
it sympathises with them in the human problems and the problems of conscience 
raised by their duty to obey. i 


"Tt reminds them that in regard to the Mcslems, amidst whom some of our 
churches are situated both in North Africa and in France, the first duty of 
Christians is to witness to Jesus Christ who died for their salvation just as 
much as for ours. Christians can do this only if they endeavour to respect and f 
understand the Moslems and to help them, ee 


"Christians must keep a firm hold on themselves and must not give way to 
violence." i 


The Churches and the Ecumenical Movement 


In a speech on “Our Responsibilities in the Ecumenical Movement" Monsieur 
Crespy, Director of Seminars at the Theological Faculty of Montpellier, emphas- 
ised the following points: 


"The importance of the consensus attained since the Reformation. is essent—- 
jally this: it can rais the problem of doctrinal unity prospectively and not 
retrospectively. Here the following points may be made: the doctrinal divisions 
in the history of the Reformation Churches are not due to different truths, but 
to different ways of understanding the truth. The appearance of different truths 
is due to the fact that the various interpretations have become so set and 
rigid that they appear to be essential differences, whereas they are really only 
different modes of expressing the same truth, 


"An attitude of submissive discovery implies reconsidering the various 
confessionalisms. It was inevitahle that they should reappear during the course 
of the ecumenical conversation. There is, indeed, a living confessionalism, 
which is seeking an answer to the question, ‘How can we go further with others 
in view of what we are?' One can also envisage a confessionalism which has an 
impoverishing effect, and which would answer the question, 'How can we dominate 
the ecumenical dialogue in order to ensure the triumph of our own distinctive 
position?! This second attitude would obviously be incompatible with the search 
for unity. It would imply submission to a set past. It would stand in the way 
of an attitude of submissive discovery towards God's Word. Do some people object 
that this would mean losing our heritage handed down to us by our forefathers? 
Where do they see the risk of that? Is not the risk rather one of trying to 
live exclusively on that heritage?" 


Taking up questions concerning the Protestant Church of France and the 
Roman Catholic Church, and the problems which arise from the relations between 
them, Monsieur Crespy said: "Inasmuch as Jesus Christ is loved in the Church of 
Rome (and our ‘ecumenical’ contacts have convinced us of this), we must stubborn- 
ly pursue communion in this love, without allowing ourselves to be intimidated 
by the inconsistent caution of the Homan hierarchy or by the promptings of the 
passions we have ourselves inherited. The love of Jesus Christ constrains us 
and preserves us from all danger. We have begun to meet one another in this 
spirit of love; we must persevere; we must insist still more strongly that this 
love alone unites us." E.P.S., Geneva 
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GREECE German "Landeskirchen" Help to Rebuild an Orthodox Church 


(Salonici) - Thanks to a donation of money from the German churches, it has been 
possible to rebuild the Greek Orthodox Church in the town of Sofathes near Salo- 
niki, in Thessaly, one of 1,133 churches destroyed by the earthquake disasters 
in the spring of 1953 and 1954. All the Protestant "Landeskirchen" in Germany 
have contributed towards rebuilding the church at Sofathes, in response to the 
news of the catastrophic destruction caused by the earthquakes. Most of the 
money has been given by the lutheran Church of Hanover, the home church of the 
Queen of Greece. The new church will be consecrated on November 13th. The dona- 


tion was transmitted through the World Council of Churches. K.P.S., Geneva 
RUMANIA Celebrations in fumanian Orthodox Church 


The religious ceremonies which took place in Rumania from October 9th to 
27th were to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Autocephalous Status of the 
Rumanian Orthodox Church. 


These ceremonies included the canonisation of the Saints Philothei, Paras- 
kevii, Dimitrios Bessarab and Kallinikos, 


The ceremonies were attended by several ecclesiastical delegations from the 
other Orthodox countries, including Archbishop Athenagoras of Thyateira and 
Bishop James of Melita (from the Ecumenical Patriarchate); Metropolitan Gregory 
of Leningrad (from the Patriarchate of Moscow); Metropolitan Chrysostomos of 
Philippi (from the Church of Greece); and Patriarch Cyril and Professor Stephan 
Zankov (from the Church of Bulgaria). 


Many thousands of believers attended the services and ceremonies, which 
thus became a remarkable expression of the attachment of the Rumanian people 
to this Church. The government was represented by the Minister of Religious 
Affairs, Dr. Petru Consvantinscu Pasi, at all the ceremonies. EeP.Se, Geneva 


GERMANY New Bishop for Orthodox 


A new Bishop for the Greek Orthodox communicants in Germany and Austria 
was consecrated last Sunday, November 6, 1955, in the Greek Orthodox church of 
Holy Trinity in Vienna. He is the former pastor of the St. George and Holy 
Trinity churches in Vienna, Rev. Dr. Christopher Tsiter. HePeSe, Geneva 


Trends in Scandinavian Church Life 


(Geneva) - "Experiments in the churches of Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Finland 
are full of news value and should be much more widely known outside Scandinavia." 
The Rev. John Garrett, Director of the Information Department of the World 
Council of Churches made this statement on returning to Geneva on November 6 
after visiting all four Scandinavian countries. 


Mr. Garrett, whose mission was to establish better contacts with press, 
film, radio, television and audiovisual agencies, said that he was more impress- 
ed by what the churches had to give than by what they had to get, 
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"The language barrier has prevented the rest of the world from knowing more 
about the life of the Christian communities there," said Mr. Garrett, who is an 
Australian Congregationalist. "For instance we should be able to see and hear 
much more about the bold contemporary architecture and novel evangelistic strat- 
egies in the post-war city building programmes in Copenhagen and Helsinki," he 
went on. "In Oslo intensive visitation by lay men and women produced crowded 
mid-week meetings during five nights in four weeks in October. In Stockholm the 
Swedish Mission Covenant Church ran a non-stop programme of music, films and 
lectures at a key address. In the first three days of this campaign ten thousand 
_ people crowded in to see something of the work of the Christian community. At a 
different point a similar resourcefulness is being shown by the production of 
outward-looking liturgical drama in the Church of Sweden. When some of these 
new developments are shared abroad the ecumenical movement will be strengthened 
by them. They are real signs of a spirit of adventure and new life and can be 
used by the world-wide Christian fellowship." 


Mr. Garrett said that he had also been ahle to establish new and interest- 
ing contacts for the Information work of the World Council of Churches. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


GREECE Yugoslav Church Dignitaries Visit Greece 


(Athens) - "I am overjoyed to be in Athens, the city which has given the human 
race so many great men and institutions, the city where the Apostle Paul preach- 
ed his first sermon to the nations of the world." These were the words with 
which Vikentij, Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church, accompanied by nine 
other outstanding churchmen from Belgrade, greeted Archbishop Spyridon of Athens, 
on his arrival in Athens on October 27th. Archbishop Spyridon welcomed the 
Serbian guests on behalf of the Greek Church and the Greek government. 


A large crowd was at the station to welcome the guests on their arrival, 
and a very large congregation attended the Holy liturgy, which was celebrated 
in the Cathedral ofAthens: by the two highest dignitaries of the Greek and 
Serbian Churches. 


Patriarch Vikentij is staying in Greece for three weeks (see E.P.S. No.38 ). 
According to a report from Religious News Service, New York, one of the main 
purposes of the trip was to enable the Serbian Church to pay homage to the 
heroes who fell in the first world war, on the fortieth anniversary of 'the 
Serbian people's Golgotha'. (The formation of the Yugoslav nation was proclaimed 
in 1916 in the Pact of Corfu, after some 75,COO0 Serh troops had retreated across 
Albania before the advancing Austrians and taken refuge on the Greek island of 
Corfu. The cemetery where many soldiers are buried on Corfu is called Golgotha. ) 
The delegation also wished to visit the mediaeval monastery of Hilendar on 
Mount Athos in order to ‘strengthen the link between the Serbian people and 
Mount Athos'. 'The understanding and full support of the Yugoslav government 
and the kindness of the Greek government have made it possible for our Church 
to fulfil these desires,' Patriarch Vikentij said, 'and we wish to take this 
opportunity of expressing our thanks to them. We also owe a special debt of 
gratitude to the Ecumenical Patriarch of Istanbul, Athenagoras, whose good 
offices enabled us to hold a service on Mount Athos, and to Archbishop Spyridon 
of Athens, who has extended to us the hospitality of the Orthodox Church in 
Greece, ' #.P.S., Geneva 
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Report of WCC Mission of Fellowship to Turkey 


The Mission of Fellowship to churches in Turkey, sponsored by the World 
Council of Churches (see EPS No. 40), returned from a week-long visit to Istan- 
bul, Nov. 15 and issued a report which underlined the responsibility of the Turk- 
ish government to make prompt restitution for rebuilding churches, schools, and 
other property destroyed in the anti-Greek riots of September 6. Help is also 
needed to re-establish thousands whose homes and businesses were destroyed. 


The five man mission flew from Geneva to Istanbul on November 7, and spent a 
week there visiting the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras and members of the Holy 
Synod, and leaders of other Christian churches. They saw damages caused in the 
rioting, and conferred with the governor of Istanbul on the subject of restitu-— 
tion. Those composing membership of the Mission were: The Rt. Rev. Ivor Stanley 
Watkins, Bishop of Malmesbury, Bristol, England; the Rev. Edward R. Hardy, D.D., 
professor of Berkeley Divinity School, New Haven, Connecticut, (Protestant Epis-— 
copal Church, USA); the Rev. Robert Tobias, professor at Biever University, India- 
napolis, rae (Disciples of Christ); the Rev. Charles Westphal, vice-president 
of the French Protestant Federation; and the Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell, secretary 
for Orthodox churches and countries, World Council of Churches, Geneva. 


"It is clear that if the situation is to be dealt with realistically, the 
Turkish government must act promptly," the Mission of Fellowship said regarding 
the promises made by the government through official statements as well as the 
Governor of Istanbul. 


An immediate appeal for $ 75,000 (£€ 25,000) from member churches of the 
World Council of Churches to be sent to the Patriarch of Constantinople for the 
relief of people who suffered in the disaster has been initiated following the 
return of the Mission. This sum is to help supply emergency needs only. 


Lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about. the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Conference with the Governor 


The Governor of Istanbul received the iiission of Fellowship and through 
him the »ission was in contact with Turkish authorities at Ankara. The Governor 
assured the delegation of the Government's firm intention of restitution. This 
intention was announced by loud-speakers on police vans the day after the riots 
and in official speeches by the President and Prime Minister at the opening of 
the National Assembly. 


According to information obtained in the interview with the Governor, the 
Mission learned that the Prime Minister is soon to visit Istanbul to determine 
details of restoration and compensation. iiembers of the Mission expressed to the 
Governor the concern of the churches that full restitution be made and every- 
thing be done to ensure the safety and well-being of minorities. 


"The full execution of the plans will inevitably take time but it is import-. 
ant that the government should act promptly and take such immediate practical 
measures as will convince all concerned that it intends to fulfil its promises. 


Only thus can there be true reconciliation and improvement in relations," the 
report of the Mission of Fellowship issued today says. 


"Such a manifestation of the government's firm purpose will alone reassure 
mincrities concerning their future security," the report continues. 


"while the responsibility for restitution lies properly with the Government, 
there is a call for urgent help to assist the people to equip their homes with 
the bare necessities of life," the Missioners observed, commenting that the help 
given by the Refugee Service of the world Council of Churches and the Turkish 
hed Crescent was only a drop in the ocean." 


Thousands in Need 


The known extent of this devastation of churches, cemeteries, shops and 
homes was confirmed in detailby the investigation of the team. Over 1000 homes 
are without doors and without glass in their windows, no blankets for the beds, 
and many people have "no clothes other than those they wear", the Mission of 
Fellowship reveals. The food centres have enabled the victims to have one hot 
meal a day, "but it is important that as soon as possible they be enabled to 
live in their own homes, protected from the weather, and able to have the utens- 
ils necessary to cook their own food." 


"Many places were visited by the Mission and prayers offered there with 
groups of priests and people," the description of the visit states. "In some 
instances services are being held in temporary chapels and several feeding 
centres have been set up." 


Restoration of Harmony Necessary 


"The events were all the more regrettable since under the leadership of 
Patriarch Athenagoras the Greek Orthodox Christians of Istanbul were taking their 
proper place as gocd citizens of the Turkish hepublic," in the opinion of the 
Mission of Fellowship. "The violence which raged so unexpectedly agairst the 
Greek and other mincrities on the night of September 6 has undone for a while 
the work of reconciliation of ethnic and religious groups in Turkey which men 
of good will on all sides have desired. 
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The Mission of Fellowship "visiting Istanbul at this tragic hour" expressed 
admiration for the "courage and leadership as well as the deep spirituality" of 
the Patriarch. The Mission also conferred with a group of leading laymen from 
the parishes and church-sponsored institutions in Istanbul. 


Visits were made to the hospital at Baloukli which treated many of the 
victims of the riots and to the Theological School at Halki which was only 
slightly damaged. The Mission also called on the Armenian Patriarch, the workers 
of the American Board of Missions (Congregational Christian, U.S.A.) and receiv- 
ed assistance from the Church of England Chaplain and the German lutheran pastor. 
Members of the Mission reported sympathetic interest of the Consulates of their 
respective countries in the problemsof Istanbul and of Turkey in general. 


Results of Mission 


"The members of the Mission of Fellowship felt that it was a great privil- 
ege to be the ambassadors of the World Council to the Christians of Istanrul in 
this tragic hour of their long history," the report concluded. "We feel confident 
that the effect of the visit of this Mission of Fellowship has been to bring 
comfort, courage and strength to the Church in Istanbul, and to deepen the sense 
of Ecumenical fellowship. We believe. that we have been able to assure the 
Christian people of Istanbul that their brethren the world over are sharing their 
burden and are fulfilling the law of Christ, Had there not been a World Council 
of Churches it would have been necessary to call one into existence for such a 
situation as this. But the World Council does exist, and this tragic moment has 
proved a supreme opportunity to display before the world the reality of the 
fellowship which binds the Churches together in a bond of brotherhood and love." 

BeP.S., Geneva 


TANGANYIKA First All-Africa Lutheran Conference 


(Marangu) - "It is hoped that the first All-Africa lutheran Conference which 
opened in Marangu on November 13th (see E.P.S. No, 28) will further the develop- 
ment of a stronger native Church in Africa and eventually lead to a Conference 

of all the Protestant Churches in Africa," These are the opening words of the 
first report of the Lutheran World Federation on an important conference, whose 
Opening ceremony was attended by over 5,000 visitors from all over Africa. They 
came from Ethiopia, South Africa, Southern "hodesia, Madagascar, the French Came- 
roons, Nigeria, Kenya, Tanganyika, South-West Africa, and Liberia representing 
their own Lutheran Churches, as well as the missions maintained in their countries 
by 24 European and American missionary societies. There were also delegates from 
Britain, Germany, Switzerland, Sweden and the United States, 


The conference is being held at the African Boys! Teacher Training Centre 
at Marangu, situated 4,500 feet up on a spur of Mount Kilimanjaro. As the near- 
est large towns - Nairobi, Arusha and Moshi - are some distance away, a special 
bus-service had tu be arranged for the conference. Special buses are running 

' between Marangu and these towns, bringing supplies. 


The themes of the Conference are: "Christian and African Heritage", "The 
Mass Movement in Ethiopia", "The Sect Movement in South Africa", "The Revivals 
in Madagascar", "Quo vadis, Africa?", "The Word of God in everyday African Life", 
"Christianity and African Society Today", “Church Discipline and African Character" 
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and "Christian Family Life in Africa Today". In addition to these subjects of 
general interest, there is Bible study every day on the crucified, risen and 
coming Christ. 


The conference is under the co-chairmanship of five Presidents, three of 
whom are Africans. Most of the delegates (of whom there are about 150) are negro 
negroes. The four official languages of the conference are English, Swahili, 
French and German. Other languages and dialects spoken by the delegates include: 
Bacama, Afrikaans, Nama, Schambala, Sepedi, Chagga, Oshiuamho, Zulu, Swazi, Galia, 
Sesuto, Sesotno, Cishona, Tikar, Gbande, Malagasy, Baya, Loma, Pere, Amharic, 
Wallamo and Kibena. 


Pastor Elmer Danielsson (Superintendent of the Lutheran Church in Northern 
Tanganyika) said the Marangu Conference "promises to create close friendships 
such as have never existed before with Iutheran Christians in Africa separated 
by thousands of miles." 


The conference onened with three big ceremonies. At the morning service 
Bishop Hanns Lilje of Germany (President of the lutheran World Federation) preach- 
ed and Pastor Stefano Moshi of Tanganyika sang the liturgy in the Chagga language. 
The Paramount Chief of the Chagga, Thomas Marealle II, delivered an address to 
all the members of his tribe. The Chagga live at the foot of Mount Kilimanjaro 
near Marangu, and represent one of the largest Lutheran areas in Africa. The 
main speaker on the opening day was Sir Edward Twining, Governor of Tanganyika. 
Greetings from member Churches in the Lutheran World Federation were brought hy 
Dr. Carl E. Llund-Quist (Executive Secretary of the L.W.F.), Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry (President of the United Lutheran Church in America and President of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches), by Mr. Lionel Bruce Greaves 
(Secretary of the Conference of British Missionary Societies) and others. 


The Conference will close with a celebration of Holy Communion sponsored by 
the local Marangu congregation. Dr. F. Schiotz (President of the American Luth- 
eran Church and Chairman of the Lutheran iJorld Federation's Department of World 
Missions) will preach the sermon. 


A further report on the outcome of this important conference will be publish- 
ed in the Ecumenical Press Service. B.P.S., Geneva 


CHINA . Contacts with the Churches 


(Geneva) - Mr. Duncan Wood, who has just returned from leading a Quaker Mission 
to China, reports having met numbers of well-known Chinese Christians. 


Mr. Wood said that church leaders in China had received with interest news 
of recent developments in the ecumenical movement. Many had sent personal greet— 
ings through the Quakers to friends in the West: "Just as Christians in the West 
have not ceased to remember their Chinese friends in prayer, so we have discover- 
ed that the reverse is true," Ir. Wood said. He reported that officials of the 
Bureau of Religious Affairs of the Chinese Government had raised no objection in 
principle to visits from other Asian churches, ner did they see any objection in 
principle to Chinese Christians visiting other parts of Christendom. 


"At the same time", Mr. Wood added, "church leaders said 'not yet’ when 
asked whether the time had come for fuller collaboration in ecumenical work." He 
commented by saying: "We cannot expect Christians in China to be much ahead of 
their government in seeking to re-establish contacts with the rest of the world." 
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When asked about the general situation of the Chinese churches, Mr. Wood 
said that they were "modestly but steadily" growing in numbers. "Although basic 
theological training is given in united seminaries," he went on, "we found no 
Marxist indoctrination going on there. Distinctions between Anglicans, Method- 
ists and the Church of Christ in China are not blurred. However, many church 
activities seem to be interdenominational in character. The theological semin- 
aries have more candidates offering than they can take." 


Mr. Wood also referred to the presence of representatives of the China 
Inland Mission churches in certain official functions. He expressed the opinion 
that mid-week Bible study and evangelistic preaching were widespread. "An inter-' 
denominational Youth conference in Shanghai in 1955 was attended by 600 people," 
he said. (See E.P.S. No. 35 ) The effect of this meeting seems to have been the 
deepening of the faith ot the converted and the evangelisation of others." 


Mr. Wood explained that Chinese Christians were freely identified to a 
large extent with the national cause. They were able to say that Marxism and 
Christianity were incompatible, but in common with other citizens they were not 
free to suggest opposition to the government's policy in any form. They were 
limited, again in common with their fellow-citizens, in their access to er tet 
ea eoaiation from the outside world. 


Leaders met by Mr. Wood included Professor T.C. Chao (who resigned as a 
President of the World Council of Churches in 1950), Dr. Y.C. Du and Dr. Khiang 
Wen Han (both of the Y.M.C.A.), Dr. Y.T. Wu, Bishop Robin Chen and Bishop K.H. 
Ting (of the Union Theological Seminary in Nanking. 


"There is not the slightest doubt of the Christian basis on which the 
churches are working," Mr. Wood concluded."In spite of the relative isolation 
of the past few years they realise that they are still part of the whole Christ- 


ian family. They welcomed us in this knowledge." B.P.S-, Geneva 
FRANCE The Orthodox Theological Institute 


(Paris) - In October 1955, the Orthodox Theological Institute of St. Sergius in 
Paris entered its 3lst year of existence. The term was begun by a Te Deum in 

the chapel of the Institute. The Rector, Bishon Cassian, in his address to the 
staff and the students emphasised the responsibility of the Institute before 

the whole Orthodox world. Being a Russian in language and traditions, the Instit- 
ute now serves the whole of the Orthodox world. It has among its pupils Greeks, 
Bulgarians, Serbians and others. The student body for the present year numbers 
36. Of these 13 are Russians, 13 Greeks, 7 Serbs, 1 Bulgarian, 1 American and 

1 German. 


Beside the regular activities of the Institute, two forms of extension 
work are carried on: The Women's Theological Seminary and the Centre of Ortho- 


dox Studies (serving the interests of non-Orthodox). B.P.S., Geneva 
YeOwoe ts Death of Metropolitan Gregory of Leningrad 


News has been received of the death of Metropolitan Gregory of Leningrad, 
who was mentioned in our last number (No. 41) in connection with the jubilee 
of the Rumanian Orthodox Church. 


4) 
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The late Metropolitan lost all the near members of his family during the 
second world war, in the fighting forces. He was one of those Russians who have 
not only won the confidence of Christians, hut also the respect of the author- 
ities of the Soviet State. He did much to develop the life of the Orthodox Church 
in Leningrad. His name is also connected with many negotiations concerning the 
status of the Orthodox Churches of Russian origin abroad. 


The Russian Patriarchate has lost an outstanding personality who has played 


an important réle during many years of dramatic struggle. B.P.S., Geneva 
SWIT ZERLAND Death of Dr. Arthur Frey 


(Zurich) - The Swiss Protestant Press Service has lost its editor, Dr. R.Arthur 
Frey, who had been in charge since 1931. Dr. Frey was 58. Leading figures in 
public life representing Church and state spoke at the funeral, They included 
Professor Karl Barth of Basel. Dr. Frey was an active member of the Council of 
the Canton of Zurich. 


Professor Karl Barth reminded those present of the great service rendered 
by Dr. Frey in making it possible to publish books in Zurich, when the Hitler 
government had forbidden the dialectical theology in Germany. 


In this Christian, who never shirked any issue, the ecumenical movement 
has lost an understanding friend whokept in touch rith it throughout his years 


of service. HeP.S., Geneva 
INDONESIA Youth Leadership Training 


(From our correspondent) - Forty-five delegates, and eight national officers 
representing twenty Christian youth organisations met in Sukabumi from October 
23rd to November lst, for the first national Youth Leaders' Training Conference. 
The conference was subsidised by a grant from the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches to the Indonesian Ecumenical Youth Movement (MPKO). 


Christian youth organisations flourished in Indonesian churches after the 
Oslo Youth Conference in 1947. Many of the regional Synods or church bodies 
established their own movement. Recently Indonesian Christian youth has been 
attracted by secularism, commercial amusements, politics and economics. The 
traditional methods of Bible study and choral work have not held the church 
youth as in pre-war days. Some synods have appointed secretaries, directors or 
ministers to develop programmes which challenge their youth to Christian living 
and Christian vocation. The Ecumenical Youth Movement (MPKO) sent Miss Coby 
Pangemanan to Australia for a year's study. 


Dr. Christoph Barth, Professor of the Djakarta Theological College, led 
the Conference in two hours of daily Bible study. Mr. Karl Stange, Programme 
Secretary of the National Y.M.C.A. led a study-group in programme methods. Dr. 
Winburn Thomas analysed the ecumenical and anti-ecumenical factors operating in 
Indonesian church life. Other subjects discussed included "The Christian View 
of Sex", "Christian Vocation" and "Journalism". 


The Sukabumi Conference site, operated by the National Y.M.C.A., three 
hours by car from Djakarta, provides a realistic social setting for Christian 
groups, The buildings include a national police training school and an orphanage 
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for 100 children. The frequent tremors caused by an active volcano near by are 
constant reminders that one need not complain too bitterly about social revolu- 
tions when even the world itself is still in the making. E.P.S., Geneva 


DENMARK Danish Church Delegation Visits Soviet Russia 


About the middle of November a delegation from the Danish Lutheran National 
Church is leaving for the Soviet Union as the result of an invitation from the 
Synod of the Orthodox Church. 


The delegation will consist of four members, Bishop H. Fuglsang-Damgaard, 
D.D., Copenhagen, who 48 a member of the Central Committee of the World Council 
of Churches, Bishop Erik Aalborg, Dean Alf Johansen, Salling, who visited the 
Soviet Union some years ago and who speaks Russian, and the rector of Yster 
Egesborg, Rev. Johs. Langhoff. 


This invitation from the Russian Church is the first ever extended to a 
Scandinavian Church. E.P.S., Geneva 


UipeSelte Father Dion has Received his Visa for Moscow 


Father Dion, an Assumptionist of American nationality, has received his 
visa for Moscow. He is to replace Father Bissonnette, chaplain to the U.S. 
Embassy, who was expelled from Russia last March. 


In recent months facilities have been sought for a chaplain in the Moscow 
Embassy and to enable Archbishop Boris (formerly Exarch of the Moscow Patriar- 
chate in Western Europe) to enter the U.S.A. (see also E.P.S. No. 19). 

| E.P.S., Geneva 


SPAIN The "Present Crisis in Religion" and a Proposed Solution 


We give below a summary of an article which appeared on October 28th on the 
first page of "ABC", the widely-circulated Spanish paper. The article is entitl- 
ed "The present crisis in religion." 


The article is written by Alfredo Kindelan, one of the oldest and most 
famous generals in the Spanish Army who is an ardent Catholic. 


After expressing his grave concern in view of the widespread de-Christian- 
ssation of the masses and the menace of universal atheism which might destroy 
spiritual life completely, the author suggests a grand international Christian 
mission, in order to bring the strength and comfort of faith to many millions 
of people who are practically or even in principle living in the darkness of 
unbelief. 


There would be no question of proselytising those who already have a rel- 
igious faith, even if it is not a Christian one. The real point is to get in 
touch with "people who used to be Christians and no longer are so, people who 
have never accepted any religious 'credo', or people who are hostile to religion 
altogether." 


All the Christian denominations have made remarkable efforts in the past 
to evangelise the world, "but owing to the unfortunate divisions among Christians, 
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these efforts have always remained isolated and formless, while there is an 
organised atheistic movement which extends all over the world." 


This reveals the need for Christian unity and for "international evangelism" 
including the collaboration of "selected evangelists trained by zealous Christians 
drawn from all the Christian denominations." Each of these evangelists would 
preach in accordance with his own Christian faith and would be responsbble for 
his own dogma, so to speak. But the organisation and methods would be in the 
hands of the "World Movement of Christian Evangelism". 


Since the administration of this movement would be exclusively "tactical" 
and not dogmatic, the author hopes that "men of good will from the other Christ- 
jan religions would feel able to accept unreservedly the supreme leadership of 
the Pope, while remaining loyal to their own convictions." The author supports 
this suggestion by saying that “of all the Christian denominations, Catholicism 
is the only which possesses a world-wide organisation which is hierarchical and 
centralised, such as is essential for this international campaign of Christian 
evangelism." 


The primary urgent objectives to be achieved include (in the author's view): 
the religious education of young people, and Christian social justice through 


raising the standard of life of the workers and of the poor, H.P.S., Geneva 
GE AMANY 20th Anniversary of Foundation of Theological College in Berlin 


(Berlin) - On November 10th the Theological College in Berlin-Zehlendorf celebrat- 
ed its 20th anniversary. After a service, at which the sermon was preached by 
Bishop D. Muller of Magdeburg, a lecture was delivered by Professor D. Vogel on 
"The Task of the Berlin Theological College from 1935 to 1945", Professor 

Vogel was Rector of the College during the ten years when the College had to 

carry on its work illegally and in face of political persecution. 


At the present time there are 237 students attending the College including 
56 women students. Two per cent come from abroad, and 75 per cent come from the. 


German Democratic Republic. E.P.S., Geneva 
GREECE Order of Phoenix Bestowed on Three WCC Representatives 


The Order of the Phoenix was bestowed on three i/orld Council of Churches 
representatives on behalf of the King of Greece in recent ceremonies at the Greek 
Embassy in Berne, Switzerland. The presentation was made by the Ambassador Dimi- 
tri Arghyropoulos to the Rev. Raymond BE, Maxwell, secretary for Orthodox Churches | 
and countries of the World Council of Churches; John D. Metzler, Sr., represent- 
ative of Church World Service, USA and the World Council of Churches for surplus 
commodity distribution in Europe; and Dr. M.R, Zigler, director of the Brethren 
Service Commission in Europe and a member of the Central Committee of the wec, 


Founded in 1926 and awarded by the King on the advice of a committee which 
includes the Prime Minister and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Greece, the 
award is made to those "who have 2erved Greece well in different fields of 
humane and technical endeavours. The award is made for life and both Greeks 
and foreigners who have rendered outstanding service to the country may be 
admitted to the Order on the recommendation of the committee. HePeSe, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches * The International Missionary Council 


The World’s Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations « The World's Young Women’s 


Christian Association « The World’s Student Christian Federation « The World Council of 
Christian Education « The United Bible Societies 


CABLES: OIKOUMENE GENEVA. -:. TELEPHONE 367130: 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


Lhe 


No. 43 Twenty-second Year November 25th, 1955 


nner e maser ere en tt a le are 


On other pages 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.2 Bishop Sumitra Answers Questions concern- 
Responsibilities: of Church Women . 3 ing Church of South India....... 5 
Quakers Reaffirm Opposition to Study of Alaska (Church Work. 64 o's 4'e)/eekO 
Gapital, Punishment . . « + ss ee 4 


Norld Council Fellowships 1956-1957 


(Geneva) - The "Ecumenical Fellowships" are again being offered for the academic 
year 1956-57 through the Scholarship Committee of the Division of Inter-Church 
Aid of the World Council of Churches. These Fellowships are intended primarily 
for younger theological professors or other advanced students wanting to do 
further study in connection with their present or future work as responsible 
teachers or leaders in the Church. 


The primary purpose of these World Council Fellowships is to assist the 
process by which the theological and religious experience of the Churches can 
be shared through the personal contact, study, life and teaching of a few well- 
chosen younger professors and church leaders. 


The Fellowships are in addition to.the "Ecumenical Scholarships" through 
which 117 students from 21 countries are at present pursuing theological and 
related studies in countries other than their own. The Committee announces that 
preference will be given in the selections for these two Fellowships to candid- 
ates advancing their studies in fields such as evangelism, social ethics, and 
the urgent theological issues of our time, where new thinking is being done or 
experiment made in different countries and where ecumenical exchange may be 
especially important. The two Fellowships in the present academic year are both 
held by men specializing in Theology of the Old Testament - the one a pastor 
from Brazil with certain teaching responsibilities, and the other a theology 
professor from western Canada, 


Candidates should be recommended by their own Church and should not be more 
than forty years of age. A full statement of conditions of these awards may he 
obtained through the Scholarship Committee, Division of Inter-Church Aid, World 
Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. Applications 
must be in hand by the end of April 1956. E.P.S., Geneva 
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FRANCE Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 


(Lyons) - It is twenty years since the Abbé Paul Couturier celebrated the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity for the first time in Lyons. On March 24th 1953 
the Abbé Couturier was called to God; but his work goes on. 


The call to prayer for 1956, published by Father P. Michalon, Abbé Paul 
Couturier's successor, stresses the fact that "we must not forget for a moment 
that we are not confronted by tasks which have to te undertaken solely by human 
means. We are faced by a Mystery which we are urged to penetrate for the love 
of Christ," 


We quote some other extracts from the pamphlet for 1956: 
"The unity of Christians is a grace. 


In order to tackle the questions which it involves, we must be filled with 
the Spirit of Christ. This is the only thing which will enable us to per- 
ceive the fulness of the Mystery of his Church when we have really suffered 
from our divisions, when we have sincerely acknowledged our own shortcom- 
ings, when we have prayed long and deeply for our Church and for all our 
Christian brethren... and when we have learnt to respect ant love all our 
brethren..." 


"The unity of Christians is on the march. 


Christians in every Church are beginning to understand that this unity 
depends on the depth of their faith, the purity of their life, their 
brotherly love, their prayers. 

Thanks to this spiritual trend, an immense effort is being made in all 
Christian groups to examine, enrich and deepen their faith." 


The purpose of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is: "the unity of 
all Christians as desired hy Christ for his Church". The pamphlet contains a 
special prayer for each day: . 


January 18th: the unity of all Christians. 
19th: suffering in face of division, 
z 20th: the sanctification of the Catholics. 
af 2ist: the sanctification of the Orthodox. 
4 22nd: the sanctification of the Anglicans. 
tt 23rd: the sanctification of the Protestants. 
a 24th: the sanctification of the Missionary Churches. 
. 25th: the unity of all men in Christ's love and truth. 


The pamphlet then emphasises the need to sanctify the missionary churches: 
"We cannot forget that it was the missionary churches which raised the question 
of Christian unity at Edinburgh in 1910. The unity of the Church is closely 
bound up with its missionary task. Christians have sown the seeds of their own 
divisions among the peoples whom they have brought to Jesus Christ. It is there- 
fore their duty to pray that these Young Churches may not find their divisions 
a stumbling-block in their loyalty to the Gospel. By praying for the spiritual 
strengthening of these Missions, they confirm their sense of responsibility for 
them at the same time as their own need for unity." 


Speaking of the unity of all men in Christ's love and truth, the pamphlet 
says: "These are the fruits which God holds in store for his children, when 
they shall at last be fully united in his Church. But like the Apostle Paul 
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(Romans 9, 11) the hearts of Christians are filled both with constant pain and 
with hope when they think of the Mystery of Israel and long for the unity of the 
Church. It is the division between Christians which keeps Israel away from 
Christ. 'How hard it is for us to bear witness under these circumstances, ' 
writes a priest who is a specialist in this problem. The Israel of God is one. 
It cannot cut itself off from its past. It must live fully, remembering the 
whole of its tracition. Christians also have a strong sense of responsibility, 
and are filled with holy love and respect for the Mystery of Israel, being 
called to salvation through Christ towards which they strive in order to fulfil 
their vocation." 


The pamphlet prays for Christian unity in the following words: 


"Lord Jesus, who on the eve of thy death didst pray that all thy disciples 
might be one, even as thou and the Father are one, we pray thee to make us 
suffer for the disloyalty of our division. 


"Grant that ve may recognise and have the courage to reject the indifference, 
mistrust and even the hostility which underlie our attitude to one another. 


"Grant that we may all come together in thy prayer, so that our souls and 
our lips may never cease to pray with thee for the unity of all Christians, as 
thou wilt have it, and in the way that thou wouldst have it. 


"In thee, who art perfect love, we have found the Way which leads to unity 
through obedience to thy love and truth. Amen," 


Copies of the pamphlet for the Week of Christian Unity may be obtained 


from Pére Michalon, Grand Séminaire, Francheville (Rhone). E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Responsibilities of Church Women 


(Cleveland, Ohio) - Mrs. Cynthia Wedel of Washington, D.C., was elected national 
president of United Church Women at their Seventh National Assembly in Cleve- 
land, Ohio. The new president, wife of Canon Theodore 0. Wedel of Washington 
(D.C.) Cathedral, has a long record of ecumenical service. She attended the 
World Council meetings in Davos, Switzerland, last summer (see E.P.S. No. 32), 
and helped to fc.mulate the statement accepted by the Central Committee on "Co- 
operation of lien and Women in Church and Society". She succeeds Mrs. James D. 
Wyker, Mount Vernon, Ohio, who has held the post since 1950. 


Dr. Madeleine Barct, Geneva, Switzerland, representing the World Council's 
Commission on Cooperation of Men and Women told the Assembly that church women 
of America have a responsibility and a great opportunity to help raise the 
educational level and advance emancipation of women in many countries of the 
world undergoing rapid social change. The need for women to be accepted as "co- 
workers" with me. is "the burning question", she said, in Asia, Africa, Latin 
America and in many parts of Europe. Men, she added, need to accept women as 
real partners and co-workers and to give up the practice of running the world 
alone. "Women must be willing to find out that cooperation means full accept- 
ance of the independence of men and women and that the relationshir of men and 
women has a special potential richness as much in the spiritual and cultural 
realm as in the biological realm." 
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The first name of the World Council department was Life and Work of Women 
in the Church, Miss Barot continued. In changing the name to its present title, 
the Second Assembiy of the World Council at Evanston, I1l., 1954, took "a revol- 
utionary step." 


"Tt is well recognised by sociologists," she continued, "that the richness 
of a culture, its power of expansion and its depth depend on the proper balance 
between masculine and feminine contributions. By this new title the department 
does not want to take a position on the age-old problem of what are the specific 
gifts of men and of women. 


"Tt does want to help every church to re-examine its own tradition and 
teaching on the respective places of men and women, and of its own practices, 
to help the Christian groups to take a lead and not just be led by secular 
trends." 


The idea of cooperation of men and women may not sound revolutionary in 
America, but it is in many other countries if it is taken seriously, she said. 
Acceptance of the idea calls for immediate, concrete action in two areas: "For 
the theologians it means to study with a fresh look what the Bible says about 
men and women. Men and women are nothing without each other. For the women it 
means to get ready to take full responsibility in political, social and church 
life." 


Other resolutions passed by the Assembly urged the United States to ratify 
the Genocide Convention vote for the adoption of the Conventions of Human Rights 
in the General Assembly of the United Nations; and to support consistently the 
self-determination of all non-selfgoverning peoples, regardless of political 
expediency. Other resolutions urged the United States government to continue 
disarmament talks within the United Nations and not to ship arms to any area of 
the world, except as necessary to maintain peace. The women registered “opposi- 
tion to any form °>f universal military training in peace-time, including the 
compulsory reserve system." They called for developing peaceful use of atomic 
energy. They urged that church women exercise their franchise, and advocated 
participation in the growing ecumenical pattern, and study of the opportunities 
and responsibilities of the new concept of the world mission of the church. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Quakers Reaffirm Opposition to Capital Punishment 


(Germantown, Ohio) - Quakers from five continents went on record here as reaffirm- 
ing the Friends' historic opposition to capital punishment anywhere in the world. 
Delegates to the sixth triennial meeting of the Friends World Committee for Con- 
sultation declared that the opposition to capital punishment will take the form 

of a "minute!" to the Yearly Meetings suggesting that they also reaffirm the 
Quaker position. This is believed to be the first official stand on this ques- 
tion by the worldwide body. 


"We believe no one has the right to take life but God", said James F. 
Walker of Philadelphia, secretary of the committee's American section. "There 
is always a chance of the miscarriage of justice. Besides, the soul of a man 
condemned to death might be reclaimed." E.P.S., Geneva 
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BULGARIA Early Christian Church Discovered 


Scientists of the Archeological Musevm at Plovdiv, Bulgaria, report the 
discovery at the nearoy village of Komatevo of the foundations of a large three- 
aisled early Christian church dating from the fifth century. 


The church lies in the centre of a former Thracian settlement. Archeolo- 
gists have found stone pedestals for a row of pillars in the nave, and have 
traced the position of the three aisles, a baptistry, and an apse at the east 
end. 


Excavation work at the site will be resumed in the spring. The findings 
may prove of great value in studying the culture of the Thracians who inhabited 
the area of Plovdiv - then called Philipopolis - before the arrival of the Bul- 


gars during the scventh century. BH.eP.S., Geneva 
NIGERIA Bishop Sumitra Answers Questions Concerning Church of South India 


During his recent visit to Nigeria (see EPS No. 36) at the invitation of 
the Nigerian Church Union Committee, Bishop Hospet Sumitra, Moderator of the 
Church of South India, was asked various important questions about the present 
status and condition of his church. This church was formed in 1947 by the union 
of Anglican, Methodist, Congregational and Reformed churches of South India, 
and is unique because of its uniting of episcopal and non-episcopal ministiies. 
Final decision concerningthe nature of the ministry in this church may not be 
made until 1977. 


Bishop Sumitra's answers have been published by the Nigerian committee in 
a pamphlet entitled "Twenty Questions" (P.O, Box 161, Lagos, 9 d.). Some of 
those which are of widest interest follow: 


"What is the best method of unifying the Ministry? Is 0.S.I. satisfied that 
the thirty year period is the best? 


"Almost every one in the C.S.1. is convinced that the method adopted in 
South India is the best... The ministry was united with the uniting of the three 
churches... The thirty-year period... has been very much misunderstood. It does 
not mean that we in the C.S.I. are looking forward to the end of this period 
when what is irregular now will be regularised or put an end to. What seems 
irregular to those outside does not seem so to us; from our point of view we 
are one Church with one ministry, and the end of the thirty year period will 
not in any way alter that fact! The thirty year period refers to the reception 
of ministers who are ordained in parent churches in Europe and America. They 
are received as ministers of the C.S.I. without re-ordination if they give 
their assent to the Governing Principles of the Church and accept the Constitu- 
tion of the Church... We have no doubt that the Holy Spirit who has taught us 
to make this arrangement will teach those who will come after us to make the 
right decision for their time... 


"Ts C.S.I. in danger of just becoming another denomination? What is the 
feeling with regard to relationships with 'Home' and other churches? 


"There is of course always this danger. Against it we can say three things: 
(1) that we are maintaining very close links with our parent churches, (2) that 
we are constantly engaged in an effort to extend the area of union negotiations 
with other churches and (3) that through the Ecumenical Movement we are endeavour- 
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ing to give out witness as to the way in which the reunion of the Church through- 
out the world ought to proceed. So long as these three things continue there 

will be an effective safeguard against our becoming merely another denomination. 
Our ambition is to have one united church established in South India, one unit- 
ed church in North India and one united church in Ceylon, these three regional 
churches being in full fellowship with one another and all these three in full 
fellowship with all the parent churches in Europe and America... 


"What influence has C.S.I. on the parent bodies of the uniting churches? 


"The C.S.1- is a challenge to the parent churches. If they have united in 
the mission field, why should they not unite in the home countries? The C.S.I. 
has brought the question of re-union out of the realm of theory into that of 
practice... Our intention and our prayers are that our parent churches should 
become one as we have become one in South India. ie do not assume that the way 
to unity in England or elsewhere will necessarily be the same as that which we 
have followed in South India... 


"What has the united church gained? And lost? 


"Ts it right to do a profit and loss account when it is a question of try- 
ing to be obedient to the Lord's will? We have tried to be obedient. We have 
lost some friends and supporters. We have lost some financial support. We believe 
we did right and we are happy. 


"But our gain by far outweighs our losses. In our common life we have 
gained a wonderful sense of ‘the communion of the Holy Spirit'; we have gained 
in our Bishops, their ministry and their humble position in the church; we have 
gained in being a church that is not foreign but Indian; we have gained in the 
sharing of truths held by the separated churches; we have gained in dignity and 
beauty of worship; we have gained in boldness in witnessing; and we have gained 


readiness to stand on our own fect...". B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Study of Alaska Church Work 


Representatives of 12 Protestant denominations serving Alaska issued a 
statement asking an end to "over-emphasis on sectarianism which breeds division 
and dissensions and becomes a threat to community life." The statement was 
drafted at the conclusion of the first territory-wide conference, October 17- 
19, on church work ever held in Alaska. It calls for coordinated planning and 
a cooperative spirit among all church groups in order to eliminate duplication 
and sectarian divisiveness and to provide a vital Christian ministry for all 
Alaskans. 


"Many communities of fewer than 100 persons, where cooperating churches 
have been serving for half a century or more have suddenly been torn apart by 
the intrusions of groups interpreting God's love and care as less than univer- 
sal," the statement says. "At the same time larger communities have become 
afflicted with a multiplicity of groups, some cooperative and some divisive." 


The members of the conference pointed out that many larger communities in 
Alaska are greatly over-churched, even to the extent of nine churches in one 
town of 1,500 population and of 23 churches in each of two other towns, each of 
8,000 population. At the same time, they stressed that funds and personnel are 
needed to strengthen the ministry and train local leadership. 
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Dr. I. George Nace, New York, executive secretary of the National Council 
of Churches! Division of Home Missions whose Alaska Committee called the con- 
ference, said in making the statement that the conference "may well mark the 

‘peginning of a new eYa in the church life of Alaska." He said the statement 
was formulated in order to clarify the current Christian missionary situation 
in Alaska for both Alaskans and residents of the States. B.P.S., Geneva 


POLAND St. Mary's Church in Danzig Consecrated as a 
Roman Catholic Church 


In 1946, St. Mary's Church in Danzig was handed over by the Polish govern- 
ment to the Roman Catholic Church authorities. Heavily damaged during the war, 
the church has been repaired and has now been consecrated as a Roman Catholic 
church. 


Since the Reformation St. Mary's Church (Marienkirche) had been a Lutheran 
place of worship. E.P.S., Geneva 


AUSTRIA . A Message of Condolence on the Death of Cardinal Innitzer 


(Vienna) - Following the death in September of Cardinal Archbishop Theodor 
Innitzer, a letter of condolence was sent by Bishop D.G. May of the Evangelical 
Church in Austria. The letter was addressed to Archbishop Franz Jachym and 
reads in part as follows: "Being deeply moved by the death of His Eminence the 
Cardinal Archbishop, I feel impelled to convey to Your Excellency my heartfelt 
sympathy. I believe I can understand what the loss of Cardinal Innitzer must 
mean to all Austrian Catholics." 


According to the Information Service of the Evangelical Church in Austria, 
Bishop May particularly emphasised in his letter the "Irenic attitude and pious 
bearing" of the deceased, who had inaugurated a new era in the relations of the 
Christian confessions in Austria. 


In addition to Bishop May a number of other representatives of the Evangel- 
ical Church took part in the funeral ceremony. E.P.S., Geneva 


Rectification: In E.P.S. No. 41 of November llth, page 3, second line, please 
read $ 725,000 for $ 725,000,000. 
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TANGANYIKA First Assessments of All-African Conference 


The first All-African lutheran Conference which was held in Marangu, Tan- 
ganyika, November 12-22, (see EPS No. 42), although Lutheran in the composition 
of its delegations, showed a definite ecumenical trend. This was revealed in a 
| press conference at Lutheran World Federation Headeuarters in Geneva by Dr. 
| Fridtjov Birkeli, director of the Department of World Missions, and Dr. Carl E. 
Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the L.W.F. 


The conference was called "the first continental-scale meeting ever held in 
Africa". Only visitors and guests came from outside the continent. The 165 deleg— 
: ates were all from Africa. "We feel that it paved the way for a church conference 
tor all churches and for all Africa," Dr. Birkel said. 


According to Dr. Birkeli major decisions of the conference called for better 
training of top leadership,including a proposal for a post-ordination training 
| school for all Africa; a plea for speed in the turning over of missions to indig- 
| enous leadership; and an urgent request to fight every kind of discrimination 


with bolder mission leadership. 


| For many of the Africans attending the conference this was their first visit 
outside their own tribe or country, and a definite Africa-consciousness was devel- 
oped, 


| 

) The church conference, which touched many difficult social problems, met 

| with the "goodwill of all the great colonial powers", according to Dr. Birkeli. 

. He revealed that the Government of the Union of South Africa had rendered finan- 
| cial assistance to delegates to enable them to attend the meeting which was fully 
. inter-racial in character. 


there was no colour bar," said Dr. Birkeli. "The informal meetings outside 


| "Perhaps the most important thing about the conference was the fact that 
| sessions were in many ways as important as what happened in the conference halls." 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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Among the major areas of interest discussed in the conference were Faith 
and Confession (a proposal was made for a Confessio Africana); the Growing 
Church (how soon leadership could betransferred from missions); the Serving 
Church (Christian education, medical service, etc); and the Church and its 
Environment (Christian responsibility on government). 


Observers and invited guests included representatives of the Church of 
England, World Council of Churches, and International Missionary Council. The 
possibility of gathering all churches across denominational and geographical 
boundaries into an all-African conference was seen as a probable outcome of the 
success of the Marangu Conference. 


The proposal for a "Confessio Africana" stated that it was to be not only 
Lutheran in character but for the whole body of Christ. 


Further documentation of the Conference's decisions will be available in 


the near future. E.P.5., Geneva 
UNITED STATES The Churches against Discrimination 


(Washington, D.C.) - The Rev. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., told the Senate sub-committee 
on immigration that within the quota system all discrimination based on race or 
colour should be struck out of current U.S. immigration laws. 


On behalf of the organisation over which he presides, Dr. Blake said that 
the removal of discriminatory provisions "would be in accord with the spirit of 
the United Nations Charter, to which our country is a party, and with the Uni- 
versal Declaration on Human Rights, to which we are a signatory." 


In his evidence before the sub-committee, Dr. Blake stressed major prin- 
ciples which have Seen established in past pronouncements of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches on immigration practices. In addition to its stand against race 
or colour discrimination, he said, the National Council of Churches believes 
that existing laws should also be changed so as: 


(1) to make the quota system "more flexible" and thus to "ensure skills 
needed in our country and to offer asylum to persecuted victims of totalitarian 
régimes or victims of national calamity" --- regardless of the national origin 
of the prospective proceedings. 


(2) to establish a system of fair hearings and appeals respecting the issue 
of visas and deportation proceedings. 


The National Council of Churches comprises 30 Protestant and Eastern Ortho- 
dox church communions which embrace 35,874,601 members in the United States. In 
his evidence, Dr. Blake, a Philadelphian who is also "stated clerk" (senior 
administrative officer) of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., referred to 
the official position on "United States Immigration and Naturalisation Policy" 
that the National Council had adopted in a pronouncement of its governing General 
Board made on March 21st, 1952, and had reaffirmed in a second pronouncement on 
October 6th, 1955. 


The following are passages from Dr. Blake's statement: 
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"We believe that legislation which reflects a mood of racial bias is utterly 
alien to our heritage as a free people, and to that concept of human worth 
which provides incentive for creative endeavour in the development of a sound 
world order... 


'The National Council of Churches would welcome such changes in existing 
legislation as will establish a system of fair hearings and appeals in respect- 
ing the issuance of visas and deportation proceedings. It is right and proper 
that Congress shall approve such precautionary measures as may be required to 
ensure our nation against infiltration of individuals hostile to the basic prin- 
ciples of the Constitution and institutions of the United States. We believe 
this end can be achieved without the imposition of such restrictive measures as 
would violate the basic American conception of justice. 


"At a time when the United States is striving to strengthen its own tradi- 
tions and institutions of democratic freedom and its ties of comradeship with 
the freedom-loving peoples on the earth, we believe that Congress should seek 
to bring our immigration and naturalisation legislation into conformity with 
those principles of justice and fair-play which are so essential to the achiev- 
ing of a just and durable peace." H.P.S., Geneva 


SWIT ZERLAND "Men and Women in the Church" 


(Bienne) - The Swiss Federation of Protestant Women (Fédération suisse des 

Femmes protestantes) of which Sister Dora Schlatter of the Institute of Deacones- 
s:s in Berne is president, placed the problem of the "Co-operation of Men and 
Women in the Church" on the agenda of its recent annual meeting in Bienne. 

Pastor A. Mobbs, secretary of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation, called 
attention to the development of this question within the ecumenical movement. 
Mrs. Grosjean-Darier, member of the Geneva Church Consistory, cited examples 

from the Bible of co-operation between men and women, 


The Swiss Protestant Church Federation is a rapidly growing organisation 
with 55 affiliated bodies. It is represented in the Women's Department of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance. The Federation organises the Women's World Day of 
Prayer in Switzerland and holds special ecumenical services on this occasion. 

K.P.S., Geneva 


AUST EIA. Issues Confronting the Evangelical Church 


(Vienna) - The General Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburgian and 
Helvetic Confession, meeting in Vienna from November 21st-25th, 1955, unanimous- 
ly elected Bishop D. May (Lutheran) as chairman and Superintendent Volkmar 
Rogler (Reformed) as his deputy. 


The officers of the General Synod were received by the Austrian Federal 
President Dr. Korner. They conveyed assurances of loyalty and co-operation from 
the Evangelical Church. The Federal President expressed the wish that the Evang- 
elical Church might continue as before to serve within its own sphere the mat- 
erial and spiritual reconstruction of Austria, 


Leading officials of the General Synod took the opportunity of explaining 
certain questions of deep concern to the federal“minister of education. 
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Church and State 


The General Synod gave prolonged attention to the revision of its relation- 
ship with the state, The "Protestantenpatent" of 1861 is now out-dated in at 
least 20 of its 24 articles. A new legal form must be found for the relation- 
ship between church and state. Submissions designed to bring about a new law 
have been in preparation for some time. The essence of the Church's requirements 
and wishes is that the new law shall refrain from any camouflaged tolerance. It 
should lead conscicusly and openly to the principle of full equality. 


In his report to the Synod Bishop May pointed to the relationship of mutual 
trust and confidence between church and state. This has at present reached a 
point which would have been quite inconceivable in former times. In the opinion 
of Bishop May this is due to the changed attitude of the Evangelical Church 
towards the »nublic, and also to the fact that the state had become convinced of 
the Evangelical Church's loyalty. Bishop May emphasised with appreciation that 
step by step it had been possible to diminish state control over various fields 
of church activity. He mentioned specifically the right of the state to control 
the church's budget, the establishment of new parishes and the confirmation of 
pastors! appointments. 


Ordination of Women Rejected 


The General Synod took a further important decision. It dealt with the 
application of a number of women theologians (Vikarinen) for ordination and 
admission to the office and work of a pastor. Its subsequent decision was based 
on a theological statement. The statement is in turn based on pronouncements of 
the Bible about the office of women in the church, especially in the light of 
what it said about marriage and the family. The Gospel knows an “equal worth" 
of both sexes but not an "equal nature", It recognises neither egotistical 
patriarchy nor a legal status of co-operative partnership. The latter would pre- 
suppose an "equal nature" of men and women, Since the Church in its preaching 
is bound to the pronouncements of the Bible, it can regulate its life and its 
ministries only in accordance with Biblical conceptions. 


After detailed consideration the General Synod therefore rejected the appli- 
cation of the women theologians. At the same time it expressed itself in favour 
of rethinking, restating and re-evaluating the service of women theologians in 
the light of the new decision, The Synod unanimously decided to put women theol- 
ogians on an equal financial footing with pastors of the Church. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


JAPAN Kyodan Membership Increases 65 per cent in Decade 


(Tokyo) - Membership in the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) increased 
by 7,636 to a total of 162,397 in the year ended last March 31, according to a 
statistical report issued in Tokyo. 


The report listed a gain of 42 churches during the year, bringing the total 
to 1,455. The number of mission stations also rose by 42 to reach a total of 285. 
This represents a growth of nearly 65 percent over the last decade. the Church's 
membership in 1945 was about 100,000, 


The United Church of Christ in Japan (Nippon Kirisuto Kyodan) includes 
Presbyterian, Reformed, Methodist Protestant, Baptist, Lutheran and other 
Protestant Church bodies. E.P.S., Geneva 
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INDIA All-India Conference Plans New Sunday School Curriculum 


Twenty-six persons met in Leonard Theological College, India, November 4-17, 
to initiate a new curriculum for all-India use in Sunday schools. Twenty-one 
participants came directly delegated from churches, and five from interdenomina- 
tional bodies. The Chairman was the Rt. Rev. S.J. Mukerjee. The Rt. Rev. Shot K. 
Mondol was elected President of the conference, which had been set up hy Mr. V. 
M. Koshny, Administrative Secretary of the India Sunday School Union. The Rev. 
Nelson Chappel, General Secretary of the World Council of Christian Education 
and Sunday School Association, was present as a consultant. 


It was agreed that the new curriculum should be of two types: a graded 
series of larger Sunday schools, and a unified series for use in villages and 
rural places. The graded series will be in three-year cycles for five age groups, 
and the "village" materials for three age levels: 6-11; 12-17; and 18 and above. 
When the conference closed each of eight conference groups had completed lesson 
topics with appropriate scriptures, detailed aims for each lesson, and a sample 
lesson for guidance of writers. 


The conference brought together persons from groups as divergent as the 
Mennonite and the Mar Thoma Church. A Constitution Committee will carry on.the 
work till a second conference meets a year hence. H.eP.S., Geneva 


ETHIOPIA Church Provisions in New Constitution 


(Addis Ababa) - Emperor Haile Selassie announced a new Constitution for his 
country. Under it the Orthodox Church is the official State Church, and a spec- 
jal paragraph of it makes it clear that the Emperor should also be an adherent 
of the Orthodox faith, the faith of the Orthodox Church of Ethiopia. 


At the same time all other religions - the new Constitution says - will 
enjoy complete and safeguarded freedom. HeP.Oo., Geneva 


GE FMANY Government Honours Leaders of Christian Lay Movements 


(Bonn) - The President of the Federal Republic of Germany, Dr. Theodor Heuss, 
has awarded the "Grosses Verdienstkreuz" (Grand Cross of Merit) with star and 
ribbon to Dr. Reinold von Thadden, president of the German Evangelical Church 
Rally (Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag), and to Karl First zu Lowenstein, 
president of the German Catholic Church Kally (Deutscher Katholikentag). Both 
men have rendered distinguished service to the lay movement of their respect- 
ive churches. 


As president of the Synod of the Confessing Church in Pomerania and member 
of the "Reichsbruderrat" (Council of the Confessing Church), Reinold von Thadden 
was imprisoned at various times during the National Socialist era in Germany. It 
was due to his initiative that the German Evangelical Church Rally was establish- 
ed as a permanent institution in 1949. Today Dr. von Thadden is a member of the 
Contral Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Karl Fiirst zu Lowenstein has been president of the Central Committee of the 
German Catholics since 1949 and thus, succeeding his grand-father, he has become 
the third member of the family to hold this highest lay office in the Catholic 
Church of Germany. E.P.S., Geneva 
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FRANCE Honour for World Council President 


(Strasburg) - In a solemn ceremony at the opening of the term on November 22nd, 
1955, the University of Strasburg, following a suggestion of its faculty of 
Protestant Theology, conferred an honorary Doctor's degree on one of the presi- 
dents of the World Council of Churches, the Very Rev. John Baillie, dean of the 
Theological Faculty of Edinburgh University and former Moderator of the Church 
of Scotland. H.P.S., Geneva 


AUST RALIA Plans to Welcome World Council Executive 


(Sydney) - A Festival of Faith will be held in Sydney in connection with the 
annual meeting of the World Council of Churches! executive committee next Febru- 
ary. 6-10 (see EPS No. 13). 


Dr. Malcolm Mackay, general secretary of the Australian Council for the 
World Council, said that the festival would be held in Sydney's Royal Show Ground. 
It will be attended by 50,000 people. Prime Minister Robert G. Menzies and other 
national leaders will attend the rally and welcome the visiting international 
churchmen to Australia. 


Dr. Mackay noted that the executive committee meeting will mark the first 
time any official World Council body met in the southern hemisphere. The gather- 
ing, he said, would prove "one of the most important events in the history of 
Australia's religious life." It will be preceeded by a series of large public 
meetings in the Sydney Town Hall. These are to be held on successive nights of 
the same week, Each will draw an estimated audience of over 2,000 people. 

HeP.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES "The Nature of the Unity We Seek" 


(New York) A midwestern university campus has been chosen as the site of the 
first nation-wide interdenominational conference on theological issues in the 
realm of Faith and Order to be held in the United States. It will take place at 
Oberlin, Ohio, September 3 to 10, 1957, under the sponsorship of the United 
States Conference for the World Council of Churches, with the cooperation of the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. and the Canadian Coun- 
cil of Churches (see E.P.S. No. 25). 


Bishop Angus Dun of the Episcopal Diocese, Washington, D.C., will act as 
chairman of the Conference, with Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, Stated Clerk of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A., as vice-chairman. Professor Paul S. Minear, of An- 
dover Newton Theological School, will serve as secretary for study and programme, 
and have responsibility for setting up the preliminary study work and arrange- 
ments in preparation for the meeting. 


The Conference is expected to bring together some 400 persons designated 
by the cooperating denominations of the United States and Canada, plus 100 con- 
sultants selected because of special knowledge and experience. Each denomination- 
al delegation is expected to include at least one person from each of the follow- 
ing categories: theologians, pastors, church administrators, laymen, lay women, 
youth. 


The Conference will not be under obligation to bring in definite "findings" 
or issue a "message". It may, if it prefers, simply accept the documents present~ 
ed by its working committees and commend them to the churches for further study 
and consideration. Moreover, its findings should have no binding effect on the 
participating churches, except as they voluntarily accept them and make them 
their own. 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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According to present plans the preparatory study will be set up on regional 
lines: sixteen area commissions, each with its own local chairman and secretary. 
Study plans wil include cooperation with councils of churches, which exist in 
practically every American community, and also theological seminaries. 


The main theme will Le considered by the study groups under the major head- 
ings "Unity in Faith and Order", "Unity in Order and Organisation", and "Unity 
in Mission to the Local Community". Papers will also be presented at the Confer- 
ence by members of the ongoing World Council theological commission already at 
work in the USA. These papers will deal with "Our Unity in Christ and the Church", 
"Our Common History and Our Separate Histories", and "Worship of the One God by 
His One People". In general the groups will be searching for the answer to such 
questions as: What is the nature and extent of the unity we now have? What is 
the character and range of diversity which is both compatible with this unity 
and encouraged hy it? How and why have we, as American churches, distorted and 
obscured this unity in diversity? Some of the problem areas" pointed up'in the 
topics for discussion include: baptism, the nature of the eucharist, the seat 
of ecclesiastical authority (the congregation, the presbytery or the episcopacy) 
and to what extent an ecumenical consciousness in a community can break down not 
only denominational but also economic, sociological and racial barriers. 

B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM Anglican Superiors on Church of South India 


A Statement hrs been drawn up by the superiors of the Anglican men’s Com- 
munities in Britain in connection with the Convocation decisions on the Church 
of South India (see E.P.S. No. 28). It has not been formally discussed in or 
given official sanction by the chapters of the respective communities. 


"We acknowledge the respect due to the synodical decisions of the Convoca- 
tions of Canterbury and York", the superiors affirm, adding that “occasions may 
come when recourse must he had to lawful means of urging reconsiderations" 
hecause the scheme of the Church of South India "has been a major crisis for 
the Church of England", 


The supporters of the scheme, the statement of the superiors goes on to 
say, "have been obliged to accept a haffling disappointment of hope of immediate 
and full intercommunion with the Church of South India. That hope has been 
definitely susvended for 23 years." At the same time "Catholics have been oblig- 
ed to accept conditions of partial intercommunion with the South Indian Church 
which strain their consciences to the limit of what is tolerable to their sense 
of Catholic discipline." 


The Superiors do not believe that there is a reasonable ground for think- 
ing that the Convocation decision represents a weak hetrayal of either Catholic 
or Evangelical aims." These aims do not in any way “promote the idea of Protest- 
ant federation. Rather it is a delicately balanced temporary solution to avert 
disaster. Its unsatisfactory nature is inevitable in the present difficult con- 
dition of the Church of England, Judged in this way, we would assert our con- 
viction that it leaves Catholics inastronger position than they have been in 
since the negotiations for union in South India hegan. We stand on a firmer 
basis, for the Church of England has spoken, and there is a real check for 
reckless concessions for the sake of reunion." 
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One result of the present situation, the superiors affirm, has Leen "a 
declaration from the Archbishop of CanterLury which implies more criticism of 
the slippery path on which the South Indian Church is moving, and more acknow-— 
ledgment of the reasonatleness of Catholic misgiving than we have hitherto 
had in any authoritative statement." 


The reunion problem in the Church of England has now reached a new phase, 
"which can have, if we will take and use it, 23 years of freedom from tension 
and suspicion. The aim of Catholic and Evangelical for the immediate future 
should be ONE, viz., that we should seek unity with one another. Laying aside 
old »rejudices and quarrels, let us seek in faith and charity the one truth that 
is Christ; let us do our part by an earnest effort to deepen personal holiness 
and charity, praying that the Church of England as a whole may attain to the 
bond of peace in the unity of the Spirit." 


Finally, the superiors declare: "If in any sense it is true that the Angli- 
can communion has a special vocation at this time, it surely is to be found in 
its having that unity in itself which rests upon holy living. A renewed sanctity, 
Catholic in faith and Evangelical in fervour in the Church of England would do 
more than anything else to bring closer that unity of Christendom for which we 
all long." | 


The undersigning superiors are: Raymond Raynes, C.R. (Community of the 
Resurrection), F.B. Dalby, S.S.d.E. (Society of St. John the Evangelist), Dom 
Maurus Benson, 0.S.B. (Anglican Benedictines), Denis Marsh, S.S.F. (Society of 


St. Francis) and James Carbutt, 0.S.P. (Order of St. Paul). E.P.S., Geneva 
_ TSRAEL Christians to Cross Lines for Christmas 


Several thousand Christian residents of Israel will be permitted, as in 
past years, to cross the line into Jordan, to enable them to visit the Holy 
Places at Christmas time, and particularly Bethlehem. This decision was reached 
as a result of negotiations between Mr. R. Levi, Jerusalem District Officer for 
Minorities and Mr. Nashashibi of the Jordanian Foreign Ministry. There will be 
three separate crossings into Jordan: on 23 December for Catholics and Protest- 
ants; on 6 January for members of the Greek Orthodox Church; and on 16 January 


for Armenians. E.P.S., Geneva 
FORMOSA First Christian University in Formosa 


(Taipei) - Meeting for the first time at the site of the Tunghai University on 
November 21st, the Board of Directors heard President Beauson Tseng make an 
encouraging renort on the progress of building operations, still far from com- 
plete, and on the beginning of classes. 


Of special interest to the Board members of tnis first Christian institu- 
tion of higher learning in Formosa was the report on the religious affiliation 
of the students of the first class. In the island where only 1 or 2 in 100 is 
a Christian, this class of 200, admitted on the basis of academic standing from 
nearly 6000 applicants who sat in examination, includes 42 baptised Christians 
of the Protestant faith and 19 not yet full members of churches. 4 others 
registered as Roman Catholics, 4 as Buddhists and 131 with no religious affilia- 
tion. About half of the freshman class are natives of the island and the rest 
chiefly from five coastal provinces of the Chinese mainland. 45 in the class 
are women students. E.P.eS., Geneva 
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GERMANY St. Matthews! Church in Munich Rebuilt 


(Munich) - The rebuilt St. Matthews' Church in Munich was consecrated in a 
solemn service of worship attended by 500 guests of honour and several thousand 
parish-members. The old church had been demolished within the space of four 
weeks in 1938, following an order from a high functionary of the Nazi party. 
Reconstruction of this Evangelical place of worship in the centre of the Bava- 
rian capital was financed by the Bavarian state as an act of reparation. Interior 
equipment was not included. In his sermon, Bishop !ciser - now in retirement - 
said that the church was a visible reminder that from the Word of God come the 
forces "which save us from perdition and corruption and restore us to true life", 


In a ceremony following the service representatives of the state, the 
Church, the former ruling Roman Catholic Wittelsbach dynasty and the Munich 
municipal authorities were present. The Bavarian Bishop Dietzfelbinger stated 
that the Church with its old Biblical message was in fact still modern and up 
to date. The Prime Minister of Bavaria, Dr. Hégner, emphasised that no state 
could destroy and abolish with impunity values held sacred and inviolable to 
man. He gave the assurance that his government did not seek absolute power but 
that it saw the cooperation of the Church as being a most valuable factor in the 
moral education of a people whose spiritual life had been "heavily shaken by 
two world wars." 


The President of the Federal Republic of Germany, Dr. Theodor Heuss, has 


presented the new church with a Bible for the altar, B.P.S., Geneva 
AUSTRIA 10th Anniversary of the "Evangelisches Hilfswerk" 


(Vienna) - In a special ecumenical service the Evangelical Churches in Austria 
celebrated the 10th anniversary of their relief organisation, "Evangelisches 
Hilfswerk". Sermons were preached hy Bishop May, and by a Methodist, a Baptist 
and an Old Catholic. A reception was attended by representatives of the World 
Council of Churches, the Lutheran ilorld Service, Germany's "Evangelisches Hilfs- 
werk" in Berlin, leading personalities of the Austrian government, the Deputy 
Mayor of Vienna, and representatives of the Catholic relief organisation "Cari- 
tas". 


During the 10 years of its existence Austrian "Hilfswerk" received and 
distributed over 12.5 million kilograms of commodities, including about 10 mil- 
lion kilograms of food stuffs. During the last five years alone 400,000 food 
parcels were distributed, Almost half a million people were helped with clothes. 
4,500 baby layettes were provided. The value of foreign goods distributed through 
'Hilfswerk" totals 230 million Austrian shillings. (The present exchange rate 
is 29 shillings to the US dollar.) In addition to this sum an amount of 30 
million Austrian shillings was raised during the past 10 years by the Austrian 
churches themselves. E.P,S., Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND Progress towards Church Union 


Organic Union between the Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational 
Churches in New Zealand, writes a correspondent, comes nearer - a basis of 
union has been accepted and a vote some years ago revealed the majority favour- 
ed union. 1956 will be a year of common study using a booklet specially prepar- 
ed for the purpose. 
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At the end of 1956 the governing body of these churches will meet in the 
same city for their annual assemblies and a number of meetings will be held 
together. 


Relationships with the Anglican Church and the Associated Churches of 
Christ have opened up and each of these has set up committees to engage in 
preliminary discussion in the matter of corporate union. The Baptist Church 
wishes to wait for the results of the discussions to bear fruit. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


ARGENTINA For "A Free Church in a Free State" 


(Buenos Aires) - Almost simultaneously with its call to prayer (see E.P.S. No. 
39) addressed to the pastors and congregations of South America, the Confedera- 
tion of Protestant Churches of Rio de la Plata directed a message to the then 
Acting President of the Argentine Republic. The text of this message was pub- 
lished in the Evangelical Press Service (Servicio Evangelico de Prensa) issued 
in Buenos Aires, in its number of October 3lst, which has now reached us. In 
view of its fundamental character the message is still of interest. 


The Protestant churches declare that they are satisfied to learn that the 
aim of the new government is to reinstate Argentine citizens in their constitu- 
tional rights and privileges and to work for the rehabilitation of the Argentine 
as a democratic country. 


Separation of church and state 


With regard to the relationship between church and state, the message says: 
"In our opinion the best service which could be rendered to the Roman Catholic 
Church would be to concede it the right to support itself exclusively with 
the help of its members, as is the case with all other communions. In the ful~ 
filment of its functions and the administration of its own affairs it should 
be free from any state intervention, so as to be "a free church in a free state". 
The Protestants oppose the idea of a concordat with the Vatican on the ground 
that present experience in countries like Colombia, Spain and Italy is suffic- 
ient to make clear the stand of Protestants. They are in principle opposed to 
anything in the nature of a concordat. 


A Christian, but non-confessional, state school system 


In the opinion of the Protestant churches, the education of the young in 
terms of a specific confession is a matter for confessional schools, churches 
and families. "No faith and no ccnfession should however be excluded from the 
state schools, the schools of the people. Otherwise the door would be open to 
discrimination and persecution. Indeed, experience of the very recent past has 
shown this, when the educational system of the country was dominated by the 
Roman Catholic Church. The Protestant churches base their claim on the con- 
stitution of Argentina. This provides that the school training of the young 
“shall be guided ry the general principles of Christian ethics and shall ex- 
clude any dogmatic teaching". The churches emphasise the important role the 
schools have to play in the cultural life of a country. They stress, therefore, 
in the interest of the education of the whole people, that the schools should 
not admit into their curriculum subjects which were not meant for all students 
alike. 
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Unrestricted religious freedom 


The Protestant churches recall that, after a century of religious freedon, 
they have been subjected to restrictions upon their activities during the last 
decade. These restrictions would now have to be revoked if the religious free- 
dom guaranteed in the constitution was to be a reality. The Protestant churches 
demand among other things their share in broadcasts and permission to organise 
evangelistic campaigns in the open air. 


The memorandum makes it clear that Protestant Christians in the Argentine 
do not aspire to anything more than unrestricted practice of their religious 
activities without being the object of permanent vigilance and suppression. The 
Protestant faith is rooted in large sections of the Argentine people, as is 
proved by the daily lives of thousands of men and women of all social classes 
who try to fulfil conscientiously their social responsibilities and civic duties. 

B.P.5S., Geneva 
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BRAZIL Conference on Responsible Society 


The first ecumenical conference on social questions ever to be held in Latin 
America met from November 15-19, in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The conference studied the 
report on Social Questions of the Evanston Assembly of the Yorld Council of 
Churches and considered the responsibility of the Evangelical Churches in Brazil 
in the present social situation. The 40 delegates represented Presbyterians, 
Baptists, Independent Presbyterians, Armenians, Methodists, Lutherans, Congrega- 
tionalists, Episcopalians, the Christian Church of Sao Paulo, Mennonites, the 
Netherlands Reformed Church of Sao Paulo, the Brazilian SCM and the YMCA. 


The conference was delayed owing to political disturbances in Brazil. Chair- 
man of the conference was Dr. Benjamin Moraes, a leading Brazilian Presbyterian. 
Ecumenical leadership from abroad was provided by Dr. E. de Vries, Netherlands, 
chairman of the World Council's Committee for the Department on Church and Society, 
and Professor Hahn of Heidelberg University. 


Working groups discussed: 


(1) Orientation and Education of Christians for Participation in Politics, 

(2) Encounter with the Roman Catholic Church in Social and Political Activity, 
(3) The Evangelical Churches in the Face of Communism, 

(4) Fields of Christian Social Action, 

(5) The Church and the Industrial Worker, 

(6) The Church and the Problems of the Rural Areas. 


The conference proposed that a Department on Church and Society be establish- 
ed within the Evangelical Confederation of Brazil. On December 2nd this proposal 
was accepted. The new department has a committee representative of nearly all the 
churches present at the study conference. Its committee has met and has set up 
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working committees on (1) education for political responsibility; (2) work with. 
the industrial proletariat; (3) rural problems. Dr. Moraes was elected president. 
Mr. Waldo Cesar is executive secretary. 


The reports and addresses of the Sao Paulo conference will be published in 


a study book for use in the participating churches. B.eP.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES New Lutheran Church to Seek W.C.C. Membership 


(Chicago) - Application for membership in the World Council of Churches will be 
made by the new American Lutheran Church at its constituting convention in 1959, 
according to a recent decision. 


The unanimous action was taken without debate when a committee of four church 
bodies approved a section of the articles of union for the new church that deals 
with its extra-church relationships. 


Participating in the action were representatives of the American Lutheran 
Church and the United Evangelical Lutheran Church, which are now members of the 
World Council, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Lutheran Free Church, 
both of which rejected membership in the World Council at their general conven- 
tions in 194€. 


The new church will also be asked at its constituting convention to apply 
for membership in the l’ational Lutheran Council, the Lutheran World Federation 
and the Canadian Lutheran Council. All four bodies are now affiliated with these 
Lutheran agencies. 


Debate on the controversial issue of joining the Jorld Council was omitted 
because the question had been discussed for two hours at a meeting of the joint 
committee in September. Extended discussion at that time led to temporary approval 
of the recommendation. [t states that application for membership in the World 
Council is based on awareness that "the American Lutheran Church will face the 
responsibility of bearing common witness with other Christian churches in the 
universal Christian church." 


Provision is made for review of the World Council membership at the first 
general convention of the new church in 1961. Any action taken at that time to 
continue or withdraw from the agency will be decided by majority vote of the 
delegates without subsequent referenceto the districts of the church. It is also 
stipulated that issues on both sides of the question be presented to the church 
membership prior to the convention. 


By making the question of World Council membership subject to early review, 
the jcint union committee may have lessened the possibility of controversy when 
the respective church bodies are asked to approve the constitution, bylaws and 
articles of union for the new church at their general conventions next year. 


The committee's decision to recommend affiliation with the World Council 
recalled circumstances of the Augustana lutheran Church's withdrawal from the 
union negotiations three years ago. Augustana's action was based in part on the 
claim that the joint union committee had refused to include on its agenda the 
consideration of future ecumenical relations of the new church. This charge has 
been repeatedly denied by the committee. _ E.P.S., Geneva 
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NIGERIA Salvation Army General on African Tour 


General Wilfred Kitching, International Leader of the Salvation Army, has 
completed a two-week tour of Nigeria and the Gold Coast. It is the first time 
that a Salvation Army General has visited West Africa. 


General and Mrs. Kitching also flew to the Belgian Congo and French Equator- 
ial Africa. The General revealed that whereas in Asia one of the main accents of 
Salvation Army work was on medicine, in Africa it was on education. "We see it 
as one of the best methods of reaching the young people in this continent, provid- 
ing the opportunity for moral teaching", he said. BeP.eSe, Geneva 


M,. Pradervand on His Asian and Pacific Journey 


(Geneva) - Back in Geneva, the Rev. Marcel Pradervand, General Secretary of the 
Alliance of the Reformed Churches, has commented on his visits to Presbyterian 
Churches in Australasia and Southeast Asia. He said: 


"In New Zealand, where Presbyterians form 25% of the population, there was 
in many sections of the Church a real evangelistic concern. I was impressed by 
the work of the Presbyterian Church among the Waoris. Collaboration between the 
two races within the Church is excellent. 


"In Australia, where Presbyterians form about 10% of the population, the 
biblical renewal which we have known in Europe for one generation is beginning 
to make itself felt among the theological seminaries, and this is a very hope- 
ful sign for the future. 


"The Presbyterian Church in both Australia and New Zealand is anxious to 
develop closer relations with the Christians of Asia." 


Asked about religious liberty in Indonesia, M. Pradervand answered: "The 
Christians of Indonesia are hopeful about the future as far as religious liberty 
in their country is concerned; though Indonesia is 85% Moslem, the Government 
has expressed its determination to respect all faiths and to give them freedom." 


Commenting on what European Christians could do to help the churches of 
Asia in their evangelistic task, M. Pradervand said: "The best help that can be 
given by churches in Europe and also in America is to strengthen the theological 
seminaries, to give increased facilities to Christian young men to go through 
universities, and to grant numerous scholarships abroad to Asian Christian students, 
The evangelistic task is now the responsibility of the Asian churches, and I do 
not think that we should send European missionaries to do that task." 


M. Pradervand remarked that during the last few years there had been a large 
increase of missionaries, mainly from America, coming to Indonesia and Thailand. 
"Many of these missionaries", he added, "belong to non-cooperative groups, and 
this creates a real problem for the indigenous churches. To cope with the problem 
is the responsibility of Christians in Asia. They are aware of the danger of their 
divisions and the leaders of the churches of the reformed family with whom I 
talked are doing all in their power to bring as great a unity as possible among 
the Christians of their respective countries." BeP.S., Geneva 
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TANGANYIKA From the Findings of the All Africa Lutheran Conference 


The full text of the documents approved by the recently held All Africa 
lutheran Conference has been made available by the Lutheran World Federation, 
Geneva. The Conference issued Recommendations from a separate meeting of all 
African delegates, statementson "The Church and Its Environment", "The Growing 
Church", "The Serving Church", "Faith and Confession". 


A Message drafted by an African Committee and sent from the Conference to 
the lutheran churches throughout the world warns that "numerous formidable 
forces are marching against the church. Islam is making bewildering progress in 
Africa; for it is of the world and therefore speaks things of the world which 
satisfy carnal desires, so those of the world hear it and accept it readily. 
Science in the hands of proud men may result in humanity's destruction. Mater- 
lalistic and atheistic civilisation is pushing on with faith-diminishing human 
speculation and arrogance. Racial prejudice, racial discrimination and crazy 
nationalism, accompanied hy bad habits of splitting tribes into smaller and 
smaller groups, all join to give encouragement and even birth to sects. Commun- 
ism is steadily rolling from country into country, devouring Christians, aim- 
ing at eradicating our faith." 


The message goes on to say: "Such meetings as this are a really invaluable 
aid in unifying our forces for the onslaught against common foes. We therefore 
pray that this conference should n& bethelast, but that many such should be con- 
vened in future in other parts of Africa." 


In the statement on The Church and Its Environment the conference observes 
that "as many men leave their families because of economic need to work in 
industrial and mining centres, the church should make provision for reaching and 
serving such men in the places of their work, and Christian men should be follow- 
ed with letters of introduction to the pastors of such localities." Referring to 
"people from Europe and Asia" as "one factor in the environment of the church", 
it says "some who are not Christians set a very bad example to African Christ- 


ians. It is, therefore, very urgent that the church carry on mission work among 
them." 


A number of problems special to Africa are considered in the document on 
Faith and Confession. "The problems should be raised", says the statement, "and 
answers sought in the old confessions. If there is no guidance or help to be 
found, then the African churches face the problem of adding new confessional 
statements to the older confessions or of amplifying the latter so that the 
church and her members may know where they stand and how to proclaim their faith 
and Christian way of life". Among the problems listed are polygamy, Islam and 
Roman Catholicism, 


"What is the church's answer to polygamy?" the conference asks. "In some 
parts of Africa this is not only a question of old heritage and heathen custom, 
but a far-reaching socio-economic problem. The church's stand on monogamous 
marriage seems to end in ever-increasing prostitution. Where are the young 
women folk going to find their husbands? Does the church acknowledge heathen 
marriage as long as it was instituted according to the rules and regulations of 
the country? Can the church accept a man living in polygamy with all his wives 
Or only one - which one? May he choose? What about the wives? Do we allow the 
first, or the second or the third wife to join the church without leaving her 
husband? 
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"Our practice even in the Lutheran churches seems to differ. We ask the Luth- 
eran World Federation Commission on World Missions to choose a committee to study 
the problem and report back to the next All-Africa Lutheran Conference." 


The conference declares that "many of the Christian churches in Africa are 
facing the advancing forces of Islam. Many backsliders are drawn into the Islamic 
religion, and the Moslems seem to be advancing faster than the Christian churches." 


"Many of those who proclaim themselves as Moslems are, however, no true 
followers of Mohammed. They do not want to be counted as pagans and so they 
choose the easier religion, Islam, and are allowed to live as before - as pagans, 
as animists, idol worshippers and polygamists." 


The conference urges that a confessional statement should answer Islam by 
explaining the doctrine of the Trinity, stressing individual Christian mission- 
ary obligation, stating the equality of man before God ("No race discrimination") 
and stating "The necessity of the virgin birth of Christ and his vicarious death 
on the cross", 


Declaring that "the Roman Catholic Church seems to have gone all out ina 
tremendous campaign to win Africa for Rome", the conference seeks an "answer to 
the heresy of the Roman Church as seen in Africa today". It refers to "the wor- 
shipping of saints and ancestral spirits" and the baptising of children of pagan 
parents. "The common church member should know about the heresy of the Roman 
Church", the statement affirms. "The importance of personal witness in word and 
life must he stressed, the willingness to bear the Cross and thus to demonstrate 
the contrast between evangelical Christianity and the Roman way of life and wor- 
ship as known in Africa." 


The findings on "Faith and Confession" conclude by suggesting the working 
out of "a comprehensive confessional statement - Confessio Africana - not neces- 
sarily replacing the older confessions, but amplifying the lutheran teachings in 
terms and in a language which will be understood by the modern African". 

| HeP.S., Geneva 


GERMANY New Difficulties for Student Work in D.D.R. 


(Berlin) - In accordance with a decree of the Secretary of State for High Schools, 
the "Studentengemei nde" will in future no longer be permitted to use lecture- 
rooms in the universities for their meetings. They are also forbidden to exhibit 
posters or put up notices on the university premises. 


Already at the beginning of November at the 25th conference of the Central 
Committee of the Party of Socialist Unity in Germany (SED), the General Secretary 
of the SED, Walter Ulbricht, stated that the "so-called" Protestant student group 
was active as an organisation, although this was not permitted. A few days later 
the leaders of the SED drew up a resolution, which included the following sentence: 
"The influence of the ‘'Studentengemeinde! must be curbed by improving the 
intellectual and cultural work of the party and of the Free German Youth among 
students." Shortly after this the restrictions were issued. EeP.S., Geneva 
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GERMANY Difficulties for Dialectical Materialism 


(Berlin) - The Party of Socialist Unity deals with church membership of officers 
of the People's Police in the German Democratic Republic. The report shows that 
73% of the officers and 70% of their dependents are still members of a Christian 
community. It adds the disapproving comment that "the ideology of dialectical 
materialism has not yet had sufficient influence among enlisted members of the 
People's Police". EeP.S., Geneva 


Secretariat for the European Lay Institutes 


The first session of the Executive Committee of the newly formed Associa- 
tion of Leaders of European Lay Institutes (see E.P.S. No. 37) was held in Frank- 
furt on December 5 and 6. It was decided to form a European secretariat which 
will link the various institutes through exchange of programmes and publications. 
It will prepare meetings of leaders and help the weaker institutes in their work. 


Witenes secretariat will work in close collahoration with the Department on the 


Laity of the World Council of Churches and will enable this Department to give 
more attention to lay work done in Europe outside the lay institutes, and to new 
areas, especially in the Latin countries, Asia and Africa. 


A full-time secretary for the secretariat will be appointed during the next 
session of the Association,which will take place from September 10th-l4th, 1956, 


in Holland, A provisional secretary has been appointed. B.P.S., Geneva 
SPAIN Baptist Church at Elche Closed 


Reports that the Baptist church at Elche in the province of Alicante was 
closed and sealed on October 5th, by order of the governor of the province, have 
been confirmed by the Baptist World Alliance. The explanation given by the author- 
ities for this action was that the church did not have written permission to hold 
services. 


The Elche congregation, after many months of worship in the homes of the 
members, erected a chapel in which to worship. It was completed in 1954, and 
official request for permission to occupy the building and conduct regular ser- 
vices in it was made immediately. For almost a year the congregation waited for 
the answer. At last, they voted to move into the building and begin services. On 
Wednesday following the Sunday when services began, the police closed the building. 


The Second Baptist Church of Madrid was closed on July 17, 1954, in the same 
way. The national Baptist paper, Eco de la Verdad, was forced to suspend publica- 
tion some time ago, and there is little immediate hope that the ban will be lifted, 

B.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES National Council Hails Labour Union Merger 


(New York) ~ Speaking at the historic merger meeting in New York of the American 
Federation of Labour and the Congress of Industrial Organisations comprising 138 
U.S. national labour unions with 15,400,000 members, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, 
president of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. hailed 
the merger as a step in strengthening basic American freedoms. He pledged the 
"interest and concern" of the National Council's 30 denominations. 
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Dr. Blake spoke at the meeting of the AFL-CIO on December 8, sharing the 
platform with Adlai Stevenson and J.A. Wagner, national commander of the Amer- 
ican Legion. Seventy-five Protestant ministers were guests. 


Among the general objectives of the merger of labour movements in the 
United States are revival of mass organisation of non-union workers; effective 
political action; extension of wage increase and other economic benefits for 
workers. It is thought that the single federation will also have an increased 
influence in international labour affairs. Both the AFL and the CIO have in the 
past given money and guidance to labour unions abroad in non-totalitarian 
countries. 


Although it will be the largest non-Communist union in the world, the AFL- 
CIO includes less than twenty-five’ percent of the total U.S. labour force of 65 
million. Of the remainder 1.8 million belong to independent unions not involved 
in the merger. 


While some have looked with apprehension at the increasing strength of 
labour," Dr. Blake said, "I have not been one of them. American freedom has 
demanded the strengthening of a labour movement and the climax of its develop- 
ment is marked in this merger convention, 


"For the first hundred years of the republic one of the great lacks among 
the voluntary organised groups of the nation was an adequate labour movement", 
Dr. Blake asserted. "Americans were free in those years only because of the 
geographic frontier, which with freedom of movement allowed the oppressed to 
move westward if they would." 


The National Council leader referred to the political framework blueprinted 
by the nation's founding fathers who sought unity for survival and diversity as 
a guarantee of freedom. 


"Just what the political future of the second half of the century will be 
I am not willing to predict," Dr. Blake added. "But I do suggest that so long 
as we have a variety of interests (which are thus) forced to take account of 
others' interests and convictions, we will be free." 


Dr. Blake likened the labour union merger to that of the National Council 
formed five years ago by the fusion of 12 interdenominational agencies. While 
all the interests of both groups'"won't be and should not be'either identical or 
alien to each other, "on the most important issues of moral concern we ought 
always to be staunch allies." 


"Tn the complex pattern of American life", he concluded, "our strength and 
unity will be preserved only as we all recognise our duty to God and to our 
neighbours. Our freedom will be preserved only as we work with all men of integr- 
ity and good will, whose interests and convictions on matters differ, but whose 
loyalty to God transcends the boundaries of the nation and whose loyalty to the 


nation transcends the boundaries of all special interests." B.P.S., Geneva 
ARGENT INA . Evanston Report Published in Spanish 


(Buenos Aires) The official report of the Second Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches held in Evanston (USA) in 1954 has been published in Spanish. Under 
the title "Christ, the Hope of the World" the report is being distributed hy the 
publishing houses "La Aurora" in Buenos Aires and "Casa Unida de Publicaciones" 
in Mexico. B.P.Se, Geneva 
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HUNGARY Layman to Represent Russian Orthodox Patriarch 


According to the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Patriarchate, Mr. John 
Popolovic (a layman) has been assigned as the representative of the Patriarchate 
to the Orthodox communities of nee This post has formerly been held by a 


clergyman. E.P.S., Geneva 
EGYPT Religious Courts of Justice Abolished 


A new law regarding the abolition of all religious courts in Egypt will 
come into force on January lst, 1956. According to.this decision, all religious 
cases, whether involving Christians, Jews or Moslems, from that date on, will 


be heard by the civil courts. E.P.S., Geneva 
NO AWAY Bishop Berggrav on Growth in the Church 
(Oslo) - "This is a time of growth in church life in Norway. I find more signs of 


such growth than at any time since I became a pastor of my church", said Bishop 
Kivind Berggrav in speaking at the recertly held meeting of Diocesan Councils in 
Norway. He stressed that "the Church of the future must be the lay men's and 
women's Church", . 


Bishop Berggrav, however, underlined the importance of financing the volunt-— 
ary work of the Church. "I went to America last year, convinced that something 
was wrong with the Americans and their relationship to dollars. I returned like 
a beaten dog. I am now convinced that it is something wrong with us and our 
relationship to money", he said, appealing to the church leaders to be much more 
courageous in asking people for money for the work of the Kingdom. 

HeP.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Re-assessment of the Missionary Task 


(Dayton, Ohio) - Nothing short of pioneering "organisational forms through which 
churches in East and West and everywhere can act together on. a supranational 
basis" can enable the missionary movement to carry out its task amid tensions 
that make the old order of things "ineffective", U.S. mission leaders recently 
agreed. 


The call for a major reshaping of forms and relationships was sounded by 
300 foreign mission leaders of 40 denominations in Dayton, Ohio, early in Decem- 
ber, as delegates to the four-day annual meeting of the “ational Council of 
Churches' Division of Foreign Missions. It was seconded by the nearly two score 
"younger church nationals" who had come from 25 countries in Asia and Africa to 
attend sessions as guests of the Division. 


"A new vision of a single world mission of the entire Church of Jesus Christ, 
without distinction between older and younger churches or between 'home' and 
‘foreign’ aspects, is being granted to us", executives of the great bulk of the 
nation's Protestant missionary programmes asserted. "It is a supranational mission 
which will proclaim Jesus Christ as reconciling Lord and Saviour on every frontier 
near and far..." 


The call for global reorganisation was the chief recommendation of a seven- 
point programme in the framework of a "message to the churches", adopted with- 
‘out dissent by the assembly on its last day. The other six were: 


"1, We would commend all efforts to make the missionary body more internat- 
ional, interdenominational, and interracial, thus demonstrating in the agency of 
proclamation itself the power of Jesus Christ to reconcile all human differences. 


"2, Since the twelfare-state mind! now prevailing around the world threatens 
the existence of missionary institutions, we would remind the churches that this 
does not nullify the validity of the healing, teaching. and other functions of 
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ministry which these institutions have performed. These dramatic forms of procla- 
mation of the Gospel now need to be carried out through less formal and institut- 
ionalised methods, making as much use as possible of voluntary lay service. 


"3, Proclamation of the Gospel by word and by deed can be separated only to 
the injury of both. Since the need for relief of suffering caused by emergencies 
has become chronic, inter-church aid and relief work abroad ought to be consider- 
ed as an indispensable part of the mission cf the Church in meeting without dis- 
crimination the needs of people. Denominations and ecumenical bodies should 
endeavour urgently to coordinate these activities with their missionary agencies, 
and missionaries everywhere should be urged to employ these activities as part 
of the mission. 


"4, Since the obligation of witnessing to the Gospel is inherent in disciple- 
ship and we look forward to the increasing thousands of American lay man and women 
serving abroad in their professional and business relationships, we call upon the 
churches to implement the often expressed desirability of training these men and 
women, assisting them to make effective witness, and to act at once through their 
cooperative agencies to supply this urgent need. 


"5, We ask the members of the American churches to look with the eyes of 
obedient faith upon the task of the world mission today and then, recognising the 
great wealth over which God has given us stewardship, to take up realistically 
our privilege of partnership in the mission. 


"6, Finally, it is now clear that in this one-world every Christian congrega- 
tion in the United States is a frontline post in the world mission. Every act of 
unbrotherliness and injustice by citizens of our country speaks more loudly abroad 
than do the sermons of missionaries and pastors about reconciliation... Every one 
of us is now called upon to play a role in the world mission right where he lives 
and works, whatever the cost of discipleship may be." 


Dr. Charles W. Ranson, New York, general secretary of the International 
Wissionary Council, told the assembly: 


"The initiative today has passed to these younger churches, and it is our 
primary responsibility not only to recognise the fact but to cooperate in accord- 
ance with it." 


Dr. Ranson made it clear, however, that U.S. entreprise in the work was by 
no means dying, that in fact if it would it could grow to have an evan greater 
influence than in its 19th century heyday. In general and specialised education, 
he said, U.S. churches can support far more. He cited Vellore United College in 
India, with a unique medical training programme, as an example for other areas 
receptive to such programmes. InAfrica, thanks to church enterprise dating back 
100 years, a full eighty per cent of all education south of the Sahara is carried 
on by missionaries. The door is open for more. 


The international missionary leader put forward two other proposals for 
church boards and agencies in the U.S. to consider: 


1) Enlist and train the thousands of church-going young men going overseas 
to work for business, industry and government as "shock troops" to aid the mission- 
ary as volunteers. 


2) Let missionaries themselves, as they prepare for their work in foreign 
fields, "voluntarily submit to a period of temporary celibacy (so they would be) 
free from family responsibilities and would be better able to serve in difficult 
and dangerous areas." 
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Speaking on the first suggestion, Dr. Ranson declared: "In another twenty- 
five years it is reliably estimated that at least a quarter of all U.S. college 
graduates will be going into overseas jobs... Many of this multitude are devoted 
church members... we ought to mobilize this vast untapped resource to operate on 
the frontier where the church really meets the world, in areas where the pastor 
or missionary is seldom listened to." The churches working through the National 
- Council of Churches should launch a systematic training programme which would 
prepare young men for this volunteer work. In Great Britain, such a project spon- 
sored by the Conference of British Missionary Societies has already trained 
about 500 young overseas workers "to relate their business calling to their 
Christian vocation," Dr. Ranson said. 


In conclusion, the major speaker told a full assembly session: "If this is 
our truth, then we may be at the beginning of an entirely new conception of 


Christian responsibility and missionary outreach -- if the churches have the 
vision and imagination to see their opportunity and the challenge which is offer- 
ed to them." B.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE New Groupings in Church Life 


The conditions of to-day give the churches an independent legal status 
which enables them to be truer to themselves. Dr. Marc Boegner, president of the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in France made this claim in addressing the 
Academy of Moral and Political Science in Paris on December 12th. 


M. Boegner declared that the development tended to make the Catholic Church 
in France more "Roman", But it has also freed the Reformed and Lutheran Churches 
of their shackles. 


The Catholic Church today, however, is experiencing a spiritual revival. 
The outstanding characteristics of contemporary Catholicism are: the growth of 
Catholic social action, the liturgical renewal, and the return to the Bible. 


Referring to the balance-sheet of the Protestant Churches, Pastor Boegner 
mentioned on the credit side "the revolution in theology due to the renaissance 
of Calvinism and the influence of Karl Barth", At the same time "the ecumenical 
movement recalled people's attention to the doctrine of the Church and of the 
sacraments." 


The importance of the ecumenical movement was also shown in another way. 
"By acting corporately together with the Orthodox, Anglican and other Christian 
churches, the Protestant churches of France now manifest a non-—Roman catholicity, 
over against the Roman Catholic Church. Between these two groups "discussions 
must inevitably arise and the problem of Christian unity will unavoidably come 
to the fore with increasing urgency. " 


This is very important for ecumenical developments during the next fifty 


years. "Is not this call to unity also a message of hope?” E.P.S., Geneva 
EGYPT A "Christmas of Mourning" 


(Cairo) - Christians in Egypt have proclaimed December 25th as a "Christmas of 
mourning", There will be no Christmas ceremonies as a sign of protest against the 
Egyptian government's decision to suppress all the religious courts (Christian, 
Jewish and Mohammedan) from January lst, 1956 (see E.P.S. No, 46). 
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The proclamation has been read aloud in the churches. It is signed by high 
dignitaries of the Coptic Churches, the Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Armenian Catholic Church, the suey Catholic Buuren! the Chaldean 


Catholic and the Maronite Church, B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Churches Cautioned against "Success" Criterion in Radio-TV 


A warning against using "success" as the standard for evaluating Christian 
radio and television programmes is sounded in a new book: "The Television—Radio 
Audience and Religion" (Harper & Brothers, N.Y.). The book is the report of a 
two-year study of a segment of the radio-TV audience in New Haven, Connecticut. 
It was commissioned hy the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. 


"In this field, as in any other," the report stated, "there is no spectacular 
substitute for the responsible ministry which sees each individual human being as 
a child of God and speaks to each heart in terms that are relevant to its condi- 
tion." Protestant leaders were urged to formulate policy on radio and television 
programmes instead of leaving such planning to a few specialists. Too many church 
leaders interviewed, it said, were looking for a religious programme that will 
compare in "success" with the mass evangelist of earlier days. The report said 
such programmes are "not yet on the horizon" but "the danger is that they will 
be." 


It warned that"some creative genius will develop a programme that is so 
"successful' by the standards of the commercial users of the media that the funda- 
mental purposes of the Christian Church will be ignored or denied." 

BeP.S., Geneva 


THE NETHERLANDS Catholics to Print Protestant Bible 


For the first time the Roman Catholic Church has granted permission for a 
Protestant Bible to be printed. The December number of the "Herder-Korrespondenz" 
(Orbis Catholicus) which appears in Freiburg-in-Breisgau (Germany) says: "On 
October 24th Archbishop Bernhard Alfrink - who was appointed Archbishop of Utrecht 
by Pope Pius XII, as successor to the late Cardinal de Jong ~ granted permission 
to publish the Old and New Testaments in several volumes, as translated into the 
Frisian language by the Frisian Protestant theologian Ulbe van Houtan. The Arch- 
bishop recommended the work and included it in the list of books to be used for 
Catholic religious instruction in Frisian schools. The Frisian version of the 
Psalms, of the Dies Irae, and of other Catholic hymns translated by the Protest- 
ant poet Fedde Schurer, also received the "imprimatur", A Protestant edition of 
the "Imitation of Christ" in Frisian was also recommended to Catholics by the 
Dutch Carmelite, Professor Titus Brandsma. 


The Herder-Korrespondenz adds the following explanatory note: "According to 
Canon Law, Catholics are forbidden to read Protestant editions of the Bible; but 
the responsible ecclesiastical authority can permit exceptions to be made within 
the district under his jurisdiction." E.P.S., Geneva 
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U.S.o-k. Report on Churches! Delegation to Britain 


Delegates from the churches in Soviet Russia sum up the impressions of'a 
fortnight visit to England and Scotland (see E.P.S. No. 29) in a report publish- 
ed in the last issue of the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate. It was written 
by Professor N. Uspensky. 


The report fully describes all the events during the visit and refers espec- 
ially to theological conversations with representatives of the Church of England. 
It says: 


"The meeting occurred in a spirit of mutual respect and led to the desired 
result; it was decided which points of church doctrine, in both church systems, 
should be theologically studied in future, in order to bring about a rapproche- 
ment between the two churches on these points. The discussions closed with a 
prayer, asking for God's blessing on the good cause." 


In a comment on the work of the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius, the 
report draws attention to the delegation's interest in the fact that the Fellow- 
ship has a chapel where Russian Orthodox and Anglican liturgies are Said on 
different occasions. Professor Uspensky says that it is not possible in the 
report "to estimate the value of liturgical methods in efforts to bring about 
church unity, as promoted by the Fellowship of St. Alban and St. Sergius. We 
can only say that the idea of reuniting the (divided) churches is very, very 
dear to us Orthodox Christians. Our Church prays every day for world peace, for 
the prosperity of God's holy Church and for its closer unity." 


The report describes how the delegates took leave of the British Council of 
Churches: "Only a week before we had met its representatives for the first time. 
Now we saw the same faces, the same friendly smiles and heard the same people 
speak in the same room. But this time there was that clear undertone of sadness, 
felt by everyone when he has to part from those who are close to him in spirit...". 

H.eP.S., Geneva 


AUSTRIA Promotion of Ecumenical Work 


In recognition of the great importance of ecumenical work for the Protestant 
Church of Austria, its General Synod (see E.P.S. No. 44) decided - on the propos- 
als of Bishop Gerhard May - to set up a permanent Ecumenical Committee. Its pur- 
pose will be "to promote ecumenical relations in every sphere, including that of 
church policy, study, inter-church aid and help to refugees. The new Committee 
was immediately entrusted with the task of "studying the resolutions of the 
Evanston Assembly and informing church leaders by March lst, 1956, whether they 
could tell the World Council in Geneva that the resolutions had been endorsed 
by the Evangelical Church of the Augsburgian and Helvetic Confession in Austria." 


The Information Service of the Evangelical Church in Austria (December 1955) 
also states that - at Bishop May's suggestion - the General Synod decided to 
request the Ministry of Education "to grant the Protestant Faculty of Theology 
at Vienna University facilities for the study of ecumenical theclogy and ecumen- 
ical relations." The purpose of both these measures was "to make wider circles 
familiar with questions concerning the Oikumene and to enable the Evangelical 
Church in Austria to do more intensive work." E.P.S., Geneva 
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